
David Petraeus was one of the most successful and well-deco-

rated military leaders in our nation’s history. His education was 

top notch: four years at West Point, where he graduated in the 

top 5% of his class; Ranger School; the U.S. Army Command and 

General Staff College; and Princeton University, where he earned 

both a master’s and a Ph.D. in international relations. He went on 

to command a division to liberate Iraq. He steered the course for 

America’s exit from Afghanistan. From his study of the Vietnam 

War, he developed the “Petraeus doctrine,” an effective counter-

insurgency strategy that combines troop surges, public relations 

with locals, media management and political savvy.

Then, after 37 years of service in the military, he became head 

of the CIA. At his retirement ceremony from the military, the 

chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff called Petraeus one of the 

nation’s great battle captains and compared him with Ulysses S. 

Grant, John Pershing and Dwight Eisenhower. Some have even 

said President Obama appointed him to the CIA’s top spot to 

keep him from running for President.

So it was quite a shock when he resigned after it became clear 

KH�KDG� DQ� DIIDLU�ZLWK� KLV� RIğFLDO� ELRJUDSKHU�� 3DXOD� %URDGZHOO��
Further revelations, of course, have revealed a lifestyle for not 

just him but other Generals living more like rock stars than 

public servants.

It’s hard to imagine what life is like now for David Petraeus, 

but I’m sure it’s not a lot of fun. And of course he’s just one of 

many people we’ve read about who have lost jobs, friends, fami-

lies, wealth and most of all their reputation as a result of poor 

decisions.

We’ve been studying the life of King Solomon of Israel for the 

past few months and today we’ll see that we can add him to the 

list of men and women who’ve had a great fall and lost almost 

HYHU\WKLQJ�� 7KH� %LEOH� LV� UXWKOHVVO\� KRQHVW� DERXW� WKH� IDLOXUH� RI�
some of its greatest heroes and the story of Solomon is no excep-

tion. So today we’re going to look at this great man’s fall and ask 

the question, what happened? Nobody wants to end up like that; 

nobody plans to end up like that. So where did he go wrong and 

how can we avoid his mistakes?

Solomon’s Path to Idolatry
This chapter can be divided up into two sections. In verses 1–8 

we see the path that led to Solomon’s downfall. In the rest of 

the chapter the Lord appears to Solomon and pronounces 

judgment and then we see Solomon dealing with some of the 

FRQVHTXHQFHV�RI�KLV�FKRLFHV��:HłUH�MXVW�JRLQJ�WR�ORRN�DW�WKH�ğUVW�
section this week; next week we’ll look at the rest. Let’s start by 

reading of the path that led to his downfall.

King Solomon, however, loved many foreign 
women besides Pharaoh’s daughter—Moabites, 
Ammonites, Edomites, Sidonians and Hittites. 
They were from nations about which the Lord had 
told the Israelites, “You must not intermarry with 
them, because they will surely turn your hearts 
after their gods.” Nevertheless, Solomon held fast 
to them in love. He had seven hundred wives of 
royal birth and three hundred concubines, and 
his wives led him astray. As Solomon grew old, his 
wives turned his heart after other gods, and his 
heart was not fully devoted to the Lord his God, 
as the heart of David his father had been. He fol-
lowed Ashtoreth the goddess of the Sidonians, 
and Molek the detestable god of the Ammonites. 
So Solomon did evil in the eyes of the Lord; he did 
not follow the Lord completely, as David his father 
had done. On a hill east of Jerusalem, Solomon 
built a high place for Chemosh the detestable god 
of Moab, and for Molek the detestable god of the 
Ammonites. He did the same for all his foreign 
ZLYHV��ZKR�EXUQHG� LQFHQVH�DQG�RIIHUHG�VDFULğFHV�
to their gods.

He married Pharaoh’s daughter
What’s important to see here is that Solomon didn’t go from 

being a godly, wise king to a full blown idol worshipper over-

night. There was a progression. We already saw back in chapter 

3 that early on in his reign Solomon made an alliance with 

Pharaoh king of Egypt and married his daughter. Although God 

had forbid such alliances for his people, I’m sure Solomon felt 

this was the politically expedient thing to do. I mean, isn’t this 

what you have to do to survive in the world of real politics? And 

Solomon decided early on to play the game, despite what God 

had said. At this point, I doubt very much he loved Pharaoh’s 

daughter. This was a political move, a pragmatic move, not a ro-

mantic one.

He loved many foreign women
We don’t know how much time went by, but soon Solomon 

took this to another level. Verse 1 says, “he loved many foreign 

women,” and it lists all the surrounding nations they represent: 

Moabites, Ammonites, Edomites. The writer reminds us the 
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Lord had expressly forbidden Solomon from doing this because 

HYHQWXDOO\�WKH\łG�WXUQ�KLV�KHDUW�DIWHU�RWKHU�JRGV��%\�WKH�ZD\��WKH�
LVVXH�ZLWK�IRUHLJQ�ZLYHV�ZDVQłW�WKHLU�HWKQLFLW\��7KH�%LEOH�KDV�QR�
problem with marrying someone of a different ethnicity. The 

LVVXH� LV� WKHLU� IDLWK�� 7KH� %LEOH� GRHV� ZDUQ� XV� DJDLQVW� PDUU\LQJ�
outside of our faith because of what it will eventually do to our 

faith. That’s the issue here. 

%XW�6RORPRQ�DW�WKLV�SRLQW�PXVW�KDYH�WKRXJKW�WR�KLPVHOI��Ń,�FDQ�
handle this. I can love these women and still love God. Nothing 

could ever turn my heart from God.” He might have even hoped 

KH�FRXOG�LQĠXHQFH�WKHP�WR�FRPH�WR�NQRZ�his God. So he kept 

up the practice and you can see here over time he accumulated 

a lot of wives—700, not to mention 300 concubines! That’s like 

a “kinda wife.” Rob Hall said to me this week, “Poor Solomon. 

That’s a lot of talking!” Can you imagine Solomon waking up in 

the morning and going into the bathroom and seeing 700 pairs 

of stockings hanging from the walls!

%XW�WKH�ERWWRP�OLQH�KHUH�LV�6RORPRQ�ZDV�IRROLQJ�KLPVHOI��1RWLFH�
it says “he held fast to them in love.” That word “hold fast” means 

to cling to someone. Over and over again God told his people to 

cling or hold fast to Him (Dt 10:20). Way back in chapter 3 it said 

“Solomon loved the Lord” but now he loved his foreign wives. So 

what started as a pragmatic, political decision or compromise 

became something much more; something that got a hold of his 

heart; his affections. And it’s no surprise that the next thing it 

says is “his wives led him astray.”

As he grew old, his heart was divided
This leads to a third step in the progression. It took place when 

Solomon grew old. Now he’s not just letting his wives practice 

their religion but he’s actually worshipping their gods. In other 

words, now he’s practicing their religion! Of course, he’s still 

worshipping his God, but he’s now got room in his life for other 

gods. He’s like a lot of people today. It’s like, “It’s no big, deal. 

Don’t they all pretty much teach the same thing? It doesn’t 

matter what you believe as long as you believe in something and 

it keeps you grounded.”

%XW�QRWLFH�LW�VD\V�KH�ŃIROORZHGń�$VKWRUHWK��0ROHN�DQG�&KHPRVK��
Ashtoreth was a fertility goddess. Worshipping her included le-

galized prostitution. The Ammonites worshipped Molek by sac-

ULğFLQJ�LQIDQWV�RQ�WKHLU�DOWDUV��7ZLFH�LW�VD\V�WKHVH�JRGV�ZHUH�ŃGH-

testable.” That’s a pretty strong word, don’t you think? So now 

the guy who built the Temple of God in Jerusalem is building 

places of worship for them. Solomon, the great builder-king, 

now has the plans for their temple spread across his desk. And 

just to show how bold-faced he was about it, notice where he 

built one of those chapels: on a hill east of Jerusalem. In other 

words, facing the Temple of God on what we know as the Mount 

of Olives. It’s like, “Where do you want to go to church today, 

honey?” “I don’t know. Hey, we can go to the 9:00 service at the 

church of Molek and then just hop over to Yahweh’s church for 

the 11:00 service!”   

So there you have it: Solomon’s great fall. As I thought about it 

this week, somehow my mind went back to a game I used to play 

with my kids. It’s called Jenga. Do you know that game? You start 

with a tower made up of a bunch of rectangular blocks. During 

the game, you take turns removing a block from the tower and 

balancing it on top. So every time you pull a block out you create 

a taller and more unstable tower as the game goes on. The game 

ends and you lose when the tower collapses after you pull out a 

block and add it to the top. 

Solomon’s been playing a game of spiritual Jenga. How many 

blocks of his commitment to God can he pull out before the 

whole tower collapses? When you start removing blocks and 

putting them where they don’t belong, sooner or later, you’re 

going to crash.

As Your Heart Goes, So Goes Your Life
What strikes me about Solomon’s fall most of all is that it was 

D��PDWWHU�RI�WKH�KHDUW��7KDW�ZRUG�ŃKHDUWń�DSSHDUV�ğYH�WLPHV�LQ�
verses 2–4. “They will surely turn your hearts after other gods” 

(v. 2). “His wives turned his heart after other gods” (v. 3). “His 

heart was not fully devoted to the Lord his God as the heart of 

David his father had been”��Y������.HHS�LQ�PLQG�WKH�%LEOH�GRHVQłW�
use “heart” the way we do to refer just to emotions or feelings. 

7KDWłV�SDUW�RI�LW��EXW�WKH�%LEOH�KDV�D�PRUH�FRPSUHKHQVLYH�YLHZ�RI�
the heart; it means not just our feelings but our mind and our 

will. Jesus talked a lot about the heart. He said it’s from within, 

out of a person’s heart, that evil comes (Mark 7:20-23). The 

heart is the control center of our lives.

Long before Solomon was building a chapel for Molek his heart 

had turned. Remember how Solomon asked God for a “wise and 

discerning (listening) heart” (1 Kings 3:9). God was pleased with 

that request. Solomon started out with a holy affection. We saw 

that in the way he governed, in the way he built the Temple, and 

LQ�WKH�ZD\�KH�SUD\HG��+HłG�NHSW�WKH�ğUVW�FRPPDQGPHQW��“You 

shall love the Lord your God with all your heart”��'HXW�������%XW�
little by little, he began removing small blocks, and everything 

looked great for awhile. As a matter of fact, the tower got taller 

DQG�WDOOHU��%XW�VRRQ�LW�FROODSVHG�XQGHU�LWV�RZQ�ZHLJKW��<RX�VHH��
Solomon teaches us that as your heart goes, so goes your life. 

It’s that simple: as your heart goes, so goes your life. That’s why 

Solomon himself once wrote, “Above all else, guard your heart, 

IRU�HYHU\WKLQJ�\RX�GR�ĠRZV�IURP�LWń (Prov 4:23). 

So let’s talk about some ways we can apply this to our lives. Let 

PH�JLYH�\RX�IRXU�OLIH�OHVVRQV�WKDW�ĠRZ�RXW�RI�WKLV�SULQFLSOH��

Spiritual gifts and blessings do not guarantee a heart for God. 
Solomon’s life is a testimony to that. Think of all the blessings 

and gifts Solomon had. He had a great role model for a father. 

David was a great man and he handed his son not just a secure 



kingdom but a legacy of faith. He had the privilege of God 

showing up to him twice. He had the gift of wisdom. He was a 

great intellect. His breadth of knowledge was amazing. He was 

D�ğQH�ZULWHU�DQG�VNLOOHG�SKLORVRSKHU��+H�KDG�ZHDOWK�DQG�SRZHU�
and fame. He was even a great blessing to others. Solomon was 

the last person in the world you’d think would fall.

%XW�KHUHłV�WKH�GHDO��WKH�JLIWV�RI�*RG�FDQłW�RSHUDWH�IRU�ORQJ�DSDUW�
from a heart for God. You can pull it off for awhile, but sooner or 

later what you are on the inside will come out and take over. This 

is a sober warning for anyone who is strongly gifted, because 

the more gifted we are, the more danger there is that we’ll think 

it’s all about us. Even worse, the more gifted we are, the more 

damage we can do when our hearts turn away. 

This is a sober warning for parents. What do you focus more on 

with your kids—their talents or their character? Are you more 

concerned about their SAT score or if they’re developing a heart 

for God? Are you more concerned with their batting average 

or their prayer life? Are you more worried about which college 

they’ll get into or where they’ll spend eternity? You know the 

right answers to those questions, but if I asked your kids what 

you cared most about, what would they say?

Some of you have a great track record of ministry in this church 

RU�LQ�RXU�FRPPXQLW\��%XW�GR�\RX�NQRZ�ZKDW"�(YHQ�WKDW�GRHVQłW�
JXDUDQWHH�D�KHDUW� IRU�*RG��<RX�FDQ�NQRZ�WKH�%LEOH� LQVLGH�DQG�
out, serve the poor, teach in our Children’s Ministry, lead a 

&RPPXQLW\� *URXS�� EHFRPH� D� %LEOLFDO� &RXQVHORU�� EXW� QRQH� RI�
that will protect you from spiritual collapse if you let your affec-

tions be divided.  

Disobeying God’s clear commands sets us on a gradual trajectory in 
which our hearts turn away from him. We’ve already looked care-

fully at the gradual progression of Solomon’s sin. We’ve seen 

he started falling into sin long before he fell into disgrace. It’s 

a lesson for us that we need to tend to the little things in our 

lives. It’s always wrong to lie, even when you tell yourself you’re 

doing it for that person’s good. It’s always wrong to steal, even 

when it’s just a few extra dollars on your expense report and ev-

eryone does it. It’s always wrong to lust, even when the show is 

on network television at 9 pm. It’s always wrong to gossip, even 

when it’s part of a prayer request. It’s always wrong to drink too 

much, even when you have a designated driver. And it’s always 

wrong to marry a man or woman who doesn’t genuinely know 

and follow Jesus, even when they’re “open” and “supportive” and 

say they “believe in God.” 

<RX�VHH��VLQ�DOZD\V�KDV�D�WUDMHFWRU\��,I�,�MXVW�WDNH�P\�WZR�ğQJHUV�
and set them together like this they’re only about an inch apart 

DW�WKH�WRS��%XW�LI�\RX�NHHS�H[WHQGLQJ�RXW�WKH�WUDMHFWRU\�RI�WKRVH�
WZR�ğQJHUV�WKH\łOO�HYHQWXDOO\�EH�PLOHV�DSDUW��,WłV�WKH�VDPH�ZD\�LQ�
our relationship with God. It almost always starts with a small 

compromise, a minor concession, a brief indulgence, but that 

can make a huge difference in your eventual destination. 

I want you to look at Deuteronomy 17:14–17. “When you enter 

the land the Lord your God is giving you and have taken posses-

sion of it and settled in it, and you say, ‘Let us set a king over us 

like all the nations around us,’ be sure to appoint over you a king 

the Lord your God chooses. He must be from among your fellow 

Israelites. Do not place a foreigner over you, one who is not an 

Israelite. The king, moreover, must not acquire great numbers of 

horses for himself or make the people return to Egypt to get more 

of them, for the Lord has told you, ‘You are not to go back that 

way again.’ He must not take many wives, or his heart will be 

led astray. He must not accumulate large amounts of silver and 

gold.”

Can you imagine Solomon as a young man saying, “You know, 

that was written for a different time. This is a new day. Certainly 

God wants me to defend my country with chariots and horses. 

And he’s the one who promised me all of this wealth. Why 

shouldn’t I just put a little away for a rainy day? And how could 

I possibly be happy with just one wife?” You see, Solomon never 

H[SOLFLWO\�GHFLGHG�WR�VWRS�ORYLQJ�*RG��%XW�WKH�PRUH�KH�FRPSUR-

mised, and the more he loved other things, the less he loved God, 

until one day he wasn’t living for God at all. 

So take some time and ask yourself the hard questions. What 

are the areas where I’m dabbling with sin? What are the small 

FKRLFHV� ,łP�PDNLQJ� QRZ� WKDW� FRXOG� OHDG� WR� D� ELJ� GLVDVWHU"� %H�
honest with yourself. Maybe it’s something your spouse or your 

parents or a friend has spoken to you about, but you’ve blown 

them off as legalistic or old school or just too controlling. Maybe 

they’re right. Maybe you need to listen.   

There is no telling what we might do if our hearts turn away from God. 
Here’s a guy who started out so well. God was very pleased with 

his request for wisdom. That was a good decision on Solomon’s 

part. It was a good thing to build God’s Temple. It was a good 

thing to dedicate it with earnest prayer. If someone wold have 

told Solomon that down that road he’d be building chapels for 

Molek, he’d have told them they’re crazy. He’d never do that!

%XW�PDNLQJ�WKH�ULJKW�FKRLFHV�LQ�\RXU���łV�RU���łV�GRHVQłW�PHDQ�
you’ll make the right choices in your 40’s and 50’s. Just because 

I worked out in my 30’s doesn’t mean I’ll be in shape in my 50’s, 

right? In the same way, you can’t live off past obedience. You 

have to choose to follow God anew at every stage of life. You 

don’t choose to follow Christ once, but each and every day. If you 

don’t, there’s really no telling what you could do. 

Maybe you look at the downfall of other people and think, 

“Wow! I’d never do that. I couldn’t do that to my family. I couldn’t 

GR�WKDW�WR�P\�NLGV��,�FRXOGQłW�GR�WKDW�WR�P\�*RG�ń�%XW�\RXłG�EH�
VXUSULVHG�ZKDW�\RX�FRXOG�GR��7KLV�WH[W�LV�HVSHFLDOO\�VLJQLğFDQW�IRU�



This message from Scripture was preached on Sunday, December 2, 2012 at Central Peninsula Church

�����6KHOO�%RXOHYDUG�_�)RVWHU�&LW\�&$�������_��������������_�ZZZ�FSFZHE�RUJ��$GGLWLRQDO�FRSLHV�DYDLODEOH�RQ�UHTXHVW�

 © 2012 Central Peninsula Church, Foster City, CA
Catalog  No. 1379–10  

those of us in the last half or even last third of our life. It’s so easy 

to get complacent in our spiritual lives. We’ve fought so many 

battles. We’ve made our marriages work. We’ve raised our kids. 

We’ve built a career. We’ve served in ministry. Now it’s our time. 

So all of a sudden it’s no big deal that we only make it to church 

about once a month. It’s no big deal that we’re not serving in 

ministry any longer. It’s no big deal that we’re doing things now 

we’d have never let ourselves do ten years ago. This week I heard 

about a man in his 70’s who’s been married for decades to the 

same woman, but now they’re getting a divorce. There’s a part 

RI�PH�WKDW�VD\V�WKDW�FRXOG�QHYHU�KDSSHQ�WR�PH��%XW�LI�,�DOORZ�P\�
heart to become divided there’s no telling what I could do.

God is always willing to restore a repentant heart. We’ll see next 

week how God speaks to Solomon and tells him that there will 

be some severe consequences for his actions. Verse 9 says God 

was angry with Solomon. In v. 11 God tells him, “I will most 

certainly tear the kingdom away from you and give it to one of 

your subordinates” (v. 11). And later it says that three different 

times God raised up different adversaries against Solomon. Why 

did God do that? I believe there was still plenty of opportunity 

for Solomon to repent and come clean. It’s sad because we’re 

never really told what Solomon did with this. We know what his 

father did, though. The Lord came to David much like he did to 

Solomon. David had committed not just adultery but murder. 

And yet the Lord sent Nathan the prophet to reprove him and 

David immediately confessed his sin. He wrote a Psalm about it. 

It’s like a prayer. Here’s part of what he wrote:

Have mercy on me, O God,

bbbbDFFRUGLQJ�WR�\RXU�XQIDLOLQJ�ORYH�

according to your great compassion

bbbbEORW�RXW�P\�WUDQVJUHVVLRQV�b

Wash away all my iniquity

bbbbDQG�FOHDQVH�PH�IURP�P\�VLQ�b

For I know my transgressions,

bbbbDQG�P\�VLQ�LV�DOZD\V�EHIRUH�PH�

Against you, you only, have I sinned

bbbbDQG�GRQH�ZKDW�LV�HYLO�LQ�\RXU�VLJKW�

so you are right in your verdict

bbbbDQG�MXVWLğHG�ZKHQ�\RX�MXGJH

Create in me a pure heart, O God,

bbbbDQG�UHQHZ�D�VWHDGIDVW�VSLULW�ZLWKLQ�PH�b

Do not cast me from your presence

bbbbRU�WDNH�\RXU�+RO\�6SLULW�IURP�PH�b

5HVWRUH�WR�PH�WKH�MR\�RI�\RXU�VDOYDWLRQ

bbbbDQG�JUDQW�PH�D�ZLOOLQJ�VSLULW��WR�VXVWDLQ�PH�

0\�VDFULğFH��2�*RG��LV�D�EURNHQ�VSLULW�

bbbbD�EURNHQ�DQG�FRQWULWH�KHDUW

bbbb\RX��*RG��ZLOO�QRW�GHVSLVH��

(Psalm 51:1-4, 11-12, 17)

The good news is that God did restore David and he can restore 

us. It starts with being ruthlessly honest with yourself about the 

choices you’re making now. The good news is this is no surprise 

WR�*RG�� 7KH� %LEOH� VD\V�� “All of us like sheep have gone astray. 

Each of us have turned to his own way.” Our salvation doesn’t 

come from us cleaning up our act, nor does our forgiveness. 

Salvation and forgiveness come from confessing our sin and put-

ting our faith and trust in the only One who never turned away 

from God—Jesus. He was obedient even to the point of death, 

even death on the cross. And through that, he paid the debt for 

our sin. And so, we keep coming back to him, and regardless of 

where we’ve been or what we’ve done he’ll not despise a broken 

and contrite heart. So take some time this morning and ask the 

Lord to create in you a clean heart, because as the heart goes, so 

goes the life.

This manuscript represents the bulk of what was preached at CPC. For further detail, 
please refer to the audio recording of this sermon.


