
,PDJLQH� D� FODVVURRP� IXOO� RI� VWXGHQWV� WDNLQJ� WKHLU� ğQDO� KLJK�
school exams. The room is silent with students recalling every-
thing they have studied over the last year. The teacher is quietly 
sitting at her desk grading papers when suddenly the door of 
WKH�FODVVURRP�ĠLHV�RSHQ��,Q�ZDONV�D�VWXGHQW�ZLWK�ğYH�IULHQGV�IRO-
lowing closely. As the student intently approaches the teacher’s 
GHVN�VKH�MXPSV�XS�IURP�KHU�VHDW��,PPHGLDWHO\�KH�ĠLSV�RYHU�KHU�
desk, throwing papers all over the room, pulling drawers out and 
making an utter mess of the classroom. 

In his loudest voice he starts yelling at the students, expressing 
how corrupt the school has become. The teacher calls in the 
principal to come down and assist with the situation. Before he 
can leave the room the principal is standing near the doorway. 
The student yells: “You can fail me if you want, you can even 
throw me out; I don’t care. This place is too corrupt. I am going 
to attend Stanford and get my law degree. One day I’ll come back 
DQG�VKXW�WKLV�SODFH�GRZQ��\RXU�VFKRRO�LV�ğQLVKHG�ń��7KHQ�EHIRUH�
anyone can stop him, he leaves the building. 

Now all such stories are only partly parallel to the astonishing 
scene that occurred at the Temple in Jerusalem. No illustration 
can do justice to what Jesus did; we have to study the event our-
selves to see what John wants us to see within it. One thing that 
I love about the way we preach the Bible here is that when a dif-
ğFXOW�WH[W�FRPHV�XS�ZH�GRQłW�MXVW�VNLS�RYHU�LW��7R�EH�KRQHVW��ZKHQ�
,�ğUVW�VWDUWHG�ORRNLQJ�DW�WKH�WH[W�ZHłUH�VWXG\LQJ�P\�ğUVW�WKRXJKW�
ZDV�� Ń0DUN�ZRXOG� JLYH�PH� WKH�GLIğFXOW� SDVVDJH� WR� SUHDFK��+H�
WDNHV�WKH�VWRU\�RQ�EHLQJ�ğOOHG�ZLWK�MR\�DQG�,�KDYH�WR�GHDO�ZLWK�
-HVXV�FOHDQVLQJ�WKH�WHPSOH�ń��7KH�PRUH�,�VWXGLHG�WKLV�SDVVDJH�WKH�
more I began to understand the purity of worship.

When it was almost time for the Jewish Passover, 
Jesus went up to Jerusalem. In the temple courts 
he found people selling cattle, sheep and doves, 
and others sitting at tables exchanging money. So 
he made a whip out of cords, and drove all from the 
temple courts, both sheep and cattle; he scattered 
the coins of the money changers and overturned 
their tables. To those who sold doves he said, “Get 
these out of here! Stop turning my Father’s house 
into a market!” His disciples remembered that it 
is written: “Zeal for your house will consume me.”

The Jews then responded to him, “What sign can 
you show us to prove your authority to do all this?”

Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and I 
will raise it again in three days.”

They replied, “It has taken forty-six years to build 
this temple, and you are going to raise it in three 
days?” But the temple he had spoken of was his 
body. After he was raised from the dead, his disci-
ples recalled what he had said. Then they believed 
the scripture and the words that Jesus had spoken.

Now while he was in Jerusalem at the Passover 
Festival, many people saw the signs he was per-
forming and believed in his name. But Jesus would 
not entrust himself to them, for he knew all people. 
He did not need any testimony about mankind, for 
he knew what was in each person (John 2:13–25).

It’s interesting that John places the cleansing of the Temple in 
the beginning of his account while Matthew, Mark and Luke all 
place it at the end of their accounts. It actually makes perfect 
sense for there to be two cleansing of the Temple. As a scholar 
P\VHOI� ,� WKLQN�WKLV� LV�WKH�ğUVW�7HPSOH�FOHDQVLQJ�DQG�WKH�VHFRQG�
one puts the religious leaders over; it’s the straw that broke the 
camel’s back.

Time and Location
Let’s start our study by looking at the importance of the time 
and location of this event. Jesus is heading up to Jerusalem at the 
time of the Passover feast. For Jewish culture the Temple was the 
FHQWHU�RI�WKHLU�NQRZQ�ZRUOG��)RU�WKLV�3DVVRYHU��-HVXV�DQG�+LV�GLV-
ciples were a handful of the estimated 2.5 million people making 
the journey to Jerusalem to celebrate the Passover. 

If you remember back to Sunday School you probably learned 
about the Passover when the Israelites were captive in Egypt. God 
sent an angel throughout the town and he passed over the homes 
RI�WKH�,VUDHOLWHV�VDYLQJ�WKH�ğUVWERUQ�IURP�GHDWK��(YHU\�\HDU�WKH�
Israelites continued the tradition of observing the Passover; re-
aligning their focus back on God. Interestingly enough we know 
WKDW�LQ�D�IHZ�\HDUV�-HVXV�ZRXOG�EH�WKH�VDFULğFLDO�ODPE�WKDW�ZRXOG�
DWRQH�IRU�RXU�VLQV�RQ�WKH�FURVV��EXW�IRU�QRZ�+H�ZLOO�FHOHEUDWH�WKH�
Passover. 

Imagine what it would have looked like when Jesus entered the 
Temple and found it turned into a market place. The center of 
the Jewish known world is no longer a house of worship but a 
hotspot of unjust commerce. To make matters worse the mer-
chants set up shop in the court of the Gentiles, hindering those 
ZKR�ZHUH�IDUWKHVW�IURP�*RG�IURP�ZRUVKLSSLQJ�+LP��,�ZRQGHU�
ZKDW�ZHQW�WKURXJK�WKH�PLQG�RI�-HVXV�DV�+H�VWRRG�DW�WKH�HQWUDQFH�
to the temple courts in awe, assessing everything taking place. 
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I don’t think this surprised Jesus to see the people selling ani-
mals in the Temple and changing money. In Deuteronomy God 
FRPPDQGHG� +LV� SHRSOH� WR� FHOHEUDWH� WKH� SDVVRYHU� HYHU\� \HDU�
LQ�WKH�SODFH�+H�ZRXOG�GHVLJQDWH��+HEUHZV�IURP�DOO�RYHU�ZRXOG�
have been traveling to the Temple. For some of these people the 
journey would have been too far to bring animals with them for 
WKH�VDFULğFH�VR�LQVWHDG�WKH\�ZRXOG�EULQJ�PRQH\�WR�SXUFKDVH�WKH�
animal. 

In fact, Scripture tells us Jesus would have seen this situation 
before. Luke gives us an account of when Jesus was 12 years old 
DQG�DIWHU�+LV�SDUHQWV�OHIW�-HUXVDOHP��,�GRQłW�WKLQN�WKH\�OHIW�+LP�
WKHUH�RQ�SXUSRVH�EXW�+H�VWD\HG�EHKLQG�WR�WDON�ZLWK�WKH�-HZLVK�
leaders. Mary and Joseph almost made it home but Jesus was 
QRZKHUH�WR�EH�IRXQG�VR�WKH\�UXVKHG�EDFN�WR�-HUXVDOHP�WR�ğQG�
+LP��+H�ZRXOG�KDYH�KDG� WR� VHH�ZKDW�ZDV� WDNLQJ�SODFH� LQ� WKH�
7HPSOH�FRXUWV��1RZ�-HVXV�LV�QRW�D�FKLOG�DQ\PRUH�DQG�+H�KDV�WKH�
DXWKRULW\�WR�GR�VRPHWKLQJ�DERXW�WKHVH�SHRSOH�ZKR�DUH�SURğWLQJ�
LQ�+LV�)DWKHUłV�KRXVH��

Jesus Removes the Corrupt
So he made a whip out of cords, and drove all 
from the temple courts, both sheep and cattle; 
he scattered the coins of the money changers and 
overturned their tables. To those who sold doves 
he said, “Get these out of here! Stop turning my 
Father’s house into a market!” His disciples re-
membered that it is written: “Zeal for your house 
will consume me” (verses 15–17).

See how Jesus responds. This is much different than the Jesus we 
heard about in Sunday School. This isn’t the Jesus moms want 
their children to be like; this isn’t the sterilized, safe version of 
the Jesus we can control. We are seeing the zealous Jesus, the 
true Temple, who cares deeply about people engaging in wor-
VKLS��7R�VD\�LW�GLIIHUHQWO\��WKLV�LV�WKH�OLRQ��QRW�WKH�ODPE�

:KDW�ZRXOG�FDXVH�D�]HDO�OLNH�WKLV�IRU�+LV�IDWKHUłV�KRXVH"��:KDW�
-HVXV�VDZ�KDSSHQLQJ�LQ�WKH�7HPSOH�ZDV�DQ�RXWUDJH�� �7KH�PHQ�
inspecting the animals people brought for the Passover were 
highly trained men. Rabbinical literature tells us they would 
spend up to 18 months on a farm learning to distinguish clean 
and unclean animals. If a person brought an animal they con-
sidered unclean they would have to purchase a new animal so 
they can join in the celebration. Bruce Milne portrays the picture 
like this: “Instead of solemn dignity and murmur of prayer there 
is the bellowing of cattle and bleating of sheep. Instead of bro-
kenness and contrition, holy adoration and prolonged petition, 
WKHUH�LV�QRLV\�FRPPHUFH�ń

It didn’t stop with animals though. The money changers claimed 
their business was a necessity, sitting on the Temple steps 
changing foreign currency into Jewish currency because foreign 
currency wasn’t an acceptable offering in the Temple. I don’t 
know exactly how bad they were ripping people off but most 

historians think it was pretty bad. Probably the saddest thing 
DERXW�WKLV�LV�$QQDV��WKH�KLJK�SULHVW��ZDV�EHKLQG�WKH�ZKROH�WKLQJ���
Some historians called it the Bazar of Annas and related it to a 
trinket sale you would encounter in a foreign country. 

To make it hurt for all of us, this would be like CPC having a 
money changer as you walked into the lobby of your campus. If 
you wanted to bring your offering you would have to exchange 
your American money for money approved to give here. On your 
way into worship you would have to take a hundred dollar bill 
and trade it in for an approved offering that could be worth 25-
50% less of your original offering. Today, if this happened, you’d 
just change churches, but for a Jew this wasn’t an option since 
the Temple was the only acceptable place of worship. 

Are you starting to get an understanding of what triggers this 
UHVSRQVH�IURP�-HVXV"��-RKQ�WROG�XV�WKDW�-HVXV�PDGH�D�ZKLS�RXW�
RI�FRUGV��+LVWRULFDO�UHFRUGV�WHOO�XV�QR�ZHDSRQV�ZHUH�DOORZHG�LQ�
the Temple courts. A merchant may have brought one in to herd 
their animals and Jesus could have grabbed it. No matter what 
+H�XVHG��-HVXV�VWDUWHG�WR�GULYH�DOO�IURP�WKH�7HPSOH�FRXUWV��7KDW�
ZRUG�ŃDOOń�LQ�WKH�1,9�FRXOG�UHIHU�WR�SHRSOH�LQ�DGGLWLRQ�WR�WKH�DQL-
PDOV�+H�ZDV�GULYLQJ�RXW�RI�WKH�FRXUWV��2QH�FRPPHQWDWRU�VDLG�+H�
PXVW�KDYH�DSSHDUHG�WR�EH�VHYHQ�IHHW�WDOO�DV�+LV�ZKLS�EHJDQ�WR�Ġ\��

It doesn’t stop there. Jesus proceeds to push the money off the 
tables of the money changers. In my mind Jesus is all upset and is 
kicking over the tables that these guys are using to exhort money 
RXW�RI�SHRSOH��+H�JRHV�RYHU�WR�WKH�JX\V�ZKR�DUH�VHOOLQJ�GRYHV�DQG�
LQVWHDG�RI�EUHDNLQJ�WKHLU�FDJHV�+H�LQVWUXFWV�WKHP�WR�JHW�WKH�GRYHV�
out. While all this is taking place the disciples were watching in 
astonishment. Imagine the account from their perspective. With 
DQLPDOV�UXQQLQJ�DPXFN��SHRSOH�ĠHHLQJ�IRU�WKH�QHDUHVW�H[LW��VKHHS�
EOHDWLQJ�LQ�GLVWUHVV��PRQH\�Ġ\LQJ�DOO�RYHU�DQG�WDEOHV�RYHUWXUQHG�
it must have been quite a scene at the Temple. The silhouette 
RI�-HVXV�VWDQGLQJ�WKHUH�ZLWK�D�ZKLS�LQ�+LV�KDQG��EHDGV�RI�VZHDW�
SRVVLEO\�GULSSLQJ�IURP�+LV� IRUHKHDG��7KLV�PRUQLQJ� LI�\RX�ZDON�
away from this message with one thing, will you remember:

Jesus is Zealous about Worship
Jesus was not about to let the center of worship become a 
market place that exploited those who were trying to draw 
closer to God. It could be easy for us to talk about Jesus needing 
anger management but that would miss point of the text. Jesus 
LV�]HDORXV�DERXW�ZRUVKLS��)RU�PDQ\�LW�PD\�EH�GLIğFXOW�WR�DFFHSW�
Jesus in this manner. 

We have to remember that a god who is only loving, comforting 
DQG�HQFRXUDJLQJ� LV�D� IDOVH�JRG�� -HVXV�ZRXOG�QRW�EH�JRRG� LI�+H�
ZDV�RQO\�DEOH�WR�H[SUHVV�WKH�HPRWLRQV�ZH�ZDQW�+LP�WR�H[SUHVV��
+H�ZRXOG�EH�OLPLWHG�LQ�+LV�DELOLW\�WR�H[SUHVV�DOO�UDQJHV�RI�HPR-
tion that we experience and make it impossible for us to know 
+LP�IXOO\��9HUVH����UHPLQGV�XV� WKDW� -HVXV�ZDV�FRQVXPHG�ZLWK�
zeal for the house of God. Consumed means to be eaten up, wolf 



GRZQ��GHYRXU��VZDOORZ��JREEOH�XS��7KLV�]HDO�WKDW�FRQVXPHG�+LP�
ZDV�IRU�WKRVH�ZKR�GHVLUHG�WR�ZRUVKLS�DW�+LV�)DWKHUłV�KRXVH��

:KDW�DUH�\RX�FRQVXPHG�ZLWK"��'R�\RX�KDYH�D�]HDO�IRU�ZRUVKLS�RU�
LV�ZRUVKLS�VRPHWKLQJ�WKDW�\RX�WROHUDWH"��:KHUH�GR�\RX�VHH�LQMXV-
WLFH�RFFXUULQJ�WKDW�LV�KLQGHULQJ�RWKHUV�IURP�ZRUVKLSSLQJ�*RG"��,W�
seems to me, for the most part, we want a safe version of Jesus 
EXW�+H�GRHVQłW�FDOO�XV�WR�VDIHW\��:H�ZDQW�WKH�ODPE�WR�FRPIRUW�XV��
not the lion to convict us. What if we shared this story of Jesus 
removing the merchants to others and showed them it’s ok to 
EH�]HDORXV�DERXW�ZRUVKLSSLQJ�*RG"�'R�\RX�EHOLHYH�LWłV�RN�WR�EH�
passionate about removing hinderances that block others from 
ZRUVKLSSLQJ� *RG"� ,� KRQHVWO\� WKLQN� PRUH� SHRSOH� ZRXOG� SODFH�
their trust in Jesus Christ realizing it’s ok to express anger as a 
Christian.

1RZ� ,�NQRZ� ,� DP�ZDONLQJ�D�ğQH� OLQH�E\�XVLQJ� WKDW� VWDWHPHQW��
7KHUH�PD\�EH�VRPH�LQ�KHUH�ZKR�KDYH�D�GLIğFXOW�WLPH�ZLWK�WKHLU�
temper and have inappropriate outbursts of anger; I am not con-
doning that. You may have been on the receiving end of someone 
else’s anger and that hurts my heart. I am not condoning anyone 
blowing up on someone who cuts you off on the freeway or 
yelling at people in their place of business. I’m not saying that we 
VKRXOG�XVH�YLROHQFH�DV�D�YHKLFOH�WR�DFFRPSOLVK�RXU�VHOğVK�GHVLUHV��
3DXO�H[SODLQV�WR�XV�LQ�(SKHVLDQV���������WKDW�ZH�FDQ�EH�DQJU\�EXW�
we are not to sin in our anger. We are not to let the sun go down 
while we are still angry and he relates anger to giving the devil 
a foothold. Please don’t take a text about Jesus’ zeal for worship 
DQG�WZLVW�LW�WR�ğW�\RXU�DQJHU�SUREOHP��

Let’s see how this zeal for worship is practically played out. In 
1952 Everett Swanson visited South Korea to preach the gospel 
to the troops in the Republic of Korea army. During his visit 
he encountered children orphaned by the war. While in South 
Korea Everett was challenged by a missionary friend: “You have 
seen the tremendous needs and unparalleled opportunities 
RI� WKLV� ODQG��:KDW� GR� \RX� LQWHQG� WR� GR� DERXW� LW"ń� � )RXU� \HDUV�
later Everett starts what we currently know as Compassion 
International, a ministry dedicated to releasing children from 
poverty in Jesus’ name.

,Q������,�PHHW�&KDULW\�)DLUğHOG�ZKR�ZDV�SDVVLRQDWH�DERXW�VSRQ-
soring children with Compassion International. I’m pretty sure 
that part of our prenuptial agreement was that I had to sponsor a 
child. In January 2005 I started sponsoring Edgar Presley Romero 
De La Cruz in Peru.

This zeal that once consumed Everett Swanson is now a reality 
in my home. In 2006 Charity and I had an opportunity to visit 
%XUNLQD� )DVR�� LQ�:HVW� $IULFD�� DQG� VHH� ğUVW�KDQG� WKH� ZRUN� RI�
compassion. On that trip the compassion workers explained to 
us how they were actively breaking down walls that were hin-
GHULQJ�FKLOGUHQ�IURP�ZRUVKLSSLQJ�*RG��:H�VDZ�ğUVW�KDQG�KRZ�
our monthly sponsorship gave children a hot meal, access to 

PHGLFLQH� DQG� DQ�RSSRUWXQLW\� IRU� HGXFDWLRQ��+RZ� FDQ� \RX� WHOO�
D� VWDUYLQJ��G\LQJ�FKLOG�DERXW�&KULVW"� -HVXV� IRXJKW� WKH� LQMXVWLFH�
that occurred in the Temple courts that prohibited people from 
ZRUVKLSSLQJ�*RG�DQG�XVHG�+LV�DQJHU�LQ�D�SURGXFWLYH�ZD\�

Response from the Jews
Let’s see the response from the Jews because obviously not ev-
eryone is happy with Jesus’ response to removing the corrup-
WLRQ��7KH�-HZV�DSSURDFK�-HVXV�DQG�DVN�+LP�IRU�D�VLJQ�WR�SURYH�+LV�
authority. It’s almost as if Jesus was to be a sidewalk magician 
for them. Jesus didn’t have to give an account for purifying the 
PDQ�PDGH�WHPSOH�EXW�+H�FKRVH�WR�UHVSRQG��-HVXV�ZDVQłW�WDONLQJ�
DERXW� WKH� -HZLVK�7HPSOH��+H�ZDV� WDONLQJ� DERXW�+LV� ERG\� DV� D�
temple. 

Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and I 
will raise it again in three days.” They replied, “It 
has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and 
you are going to raise it in three days?” (verses 
19–20).

Right here we have a shift in thinking that needs to occur. 
Throughout the Gospel of John we are going to see statements 
from Jesus that have a deeper meaning. This statement by Jesus 
UHYHDOV�WKDW�+H�LV�DOUHDG\�WKLQNLQJ�DERXW�+LV�GHDWK�DQG�UHVXUUHF-
tion, something the disciples didn’t fully understand at the time. 
It also conveys to us that Jesus is the true Temple and there will 
come a time when people will no longer need the Jewish Temple 
WR�DFFHVV�*RG�EXW�ZLOO�EH�DEOH� WR�DFFHVV�*RG� WKURXJK�+LV� VRQ��
Jesus Christ. 

This comment about the temple would later be used against 
-HVXV�LQ�+LV�ODVW����KRXUV�RI�OLIH��'XULQJ�+LV�WULDO�VRPHRQH�ZRXOG�
IDOVHO\�DFFXVH�+LP�LQ�UHJDUGV�WR�WKLV�FRPPHQW��0DUN�����������
UHPLQGLQJ�HYHU\RQH�WKDW�-HVXV�VDLG�+H�ZDV�JRLQJ�WR�GHVWUR\�WKH�
religious temple. The second time would come when Jesus was 
KDQJLQJ�RQ�WKH�FURVV��0DUN������������$�SDVVHU�E\�\HOOV�DW�+LP�
WR�FRPH�GRZQ�IURP�WKH�FURVV��PDNLQJ�PHQWLRQ�WKDW�LI�+H�LV�DEOH�
WR�EXLOG�WKH�7HPSOH�LQ�WKUHH�GD\V�+H�QHHGV�WR�FRPH�GRZQ�DQG�
VDYH�+LPVHOI��:H� FOHDUO\� VHH� SHRSOH�PLVXQGHUVWRRG� WKLV� FRP-
ment, therefore John is careful to point it out early so we don’t 
fall into the same mistake.

But the temple he had spoken of was his body (v. 21).

Many Believe in Jesus 
So far we have seen Jesus head up to Jerusalem to visit the 
WHPSOH� EHIRUH� WKH� SDVVRYHU��:KLOH� +H�ZDV� WKHUH� +H� GRHV� WKH�
unthinkable and drives the merchants out who are exploiting 
those who have come to worship. After, the Jews approach Jesus 
looking for a sign and Jesus gives this obscure answer even the 
GLVFLSOHV�GLGQłW�XQGHUVWDQG�XQWLO�+H�ZDV�UDLVHG�IURP�WKH�GHDG�

This passage ends with an interesting three verses that honestly 
seem like some of the least important verses here, but don’t be 



7KLV�PHVVDJH�IURP�6FULSWXUH�ZDV�SUHDFKHG�RQ�6XQGD\��)HEUXDU\����������DW�&HQWUDO�3HQLQVXOD�&KXUFK
�����6KHOO�%RXOHYDUG�_�)RVWHU�&LW\�&$�������_��������������_�ZZZ�FSFZHE�RUJ��$GGLWLRQDO�FRSLHV�DYDLODEOH�RQ�UHTXHVW�
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fooled. John is using these verses as a transition to the next story 
but he is also reminding us about something.

Now while he was in Jerusalem at the Passover 
Festival, many people saw the signs he was per-
forming and believed in his name (v. 23).

As we may have thought, Jesus wasn’t asked to leave town after 
+LV�FOHDULQJ�RI�WKH�7HPSOH��,QVWHDG�-RKQ�WHOOV�XV�WKDW�PDQ\�SHRSOH�
VDZ�WKH�VLJQV�+H�ZDV�SHUIRUPLQJ�LQ�-HUXVDOHP�DQG�EHOLHYHG�LQ�
+LV�QDPH��:H�GRQłW�NQRZ�H[DFWO\�ZKDW�WKHVH�VLJQV�DUH�EXW�ZH�GR�
know the time of passover fostered a time where people were 
open to believing in God. 

The truth of the matter is Jesus knew what was in the hearts of 
WKHVH�SHRSOH�DQG�+H�GLGQłW�DOORZ�WKHLU�EHOLHYLQJ�WR�LQĠXHQFH�+LV�
decisions.

But Jesus would not entrust himself to them, for 
he knew all people. He did not need any testimony 
about mankind, for he knew what was in each 
person (verses 24–25).

In fact the sad part of their openness to God is that we don’t 
see this group of people mentioned again. They believed in Jesus 
because of the signs they saw but their belief was no deeper. We 
see a reminder here that God clearly knows what is hidden in the 
depths of our hearts.

You may be saying to yourself: “So how do I apply this to my 
OLIH"��:KDW�LV�WKH�WDNH�DZD\�IRU�PH"ń�,łP�JODG�\RX�DVNHG�EHFDXVH�
I think there is one take-away we, on all our campuses, can 
apply to our lives. This morning will you begin to examine the 
FRQGLWLRQ�RI�\RXU�KHDUW"�,I�-HVXV�VKRZHG�XS�DW�\RXU�FDPSXV�WKLV�

PRUQLQJ�ZRXOG�+H�PDNH�D�ZKLS�RU�ZRXOG�+H�SUDLVH�*RG"�0D\EH�
\RXU�UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�&KULVW�ZDV�RQFH�ğOOHG�ZLWK�]HDORXV�ZRU-
ship but lately it seems more like an out-of-control marketplace 
that is hindering you from connecting with God. Your relation-
ship that once started out on a high note is currently mute. Read 
2 Corinthians 6:16. Paul encourages us to examine the condition 
of our heart.

We are the temple of the living God. Jesus came as the true 
7HPSOH�WR�EULGJH�WKH�JDS�IURP�+LP�WR�*RG�VR�ZH�FRXOG�IUHHO\�
ZRUVKLS�+LP��1RZ�ZH�DUH�WKH�7HPSOH�RI�*RG�DV�-HVXV�&KULVW�OLYHV�
in us. We no longer need a Temple to approach God because we 
can do so freely through Jesus. This morning we need to return 
to that place of freely worshipping God. Just as Jesus removed 
the hinderances at the Temple will you remove the hinderances 
in your own life. 

There is also a corporate aspect that we need to remember in 
this situation. We, as a body of believers on the Peninsula, need 
to constantly examine the actions of our heart to make sure we 
are not hindering others from worshipping God. We have to be 
careful our programs don’t hinder those who are far from God 
from drawing near to God. We have to make sure that we have 
a space for those who are in desperate need of a savior to come 
and worship. We need to make sure that CPC is a place where 
people can come and freely worship without distraction.

This manuscript represents the bulk of what was preached at CPC. For further detail, 
please refer to the audio recording of this sermon.


