
John’s Gospel has been called by some the intimate Gospel be-

cause it gives a very intimate portrayal of Jesus and some of the 

conversations he had. Today we come to one of the most inti-

mate of all his conversations, and that was with a woman he met 

at a well in a place called Samaria. 

This is the second intimate conversation we’ve looked at in this 

*RVSHO�� 7KH� ğUVW� RQH� WRRN� SODFH� LQ� FKDSWHU� WKUHH�ZLWK� D�PDQ�
named Nicodemus. Though these were both one-on-one con-

versations, the contrast between Nicodemus and this woman 

couldn’t have been greater. He was well educated, powerful and 

UHVSHFWHG��6KH�ZDV�XQHGXFDWHG��ZLWKRXW�LQĠXHQFH�DQG�GHVSLVHG��
He was a man, a Jew and a well-connected insider. She was a 

woman, a Samaritan and an outcast. Yet, as we’ll see, they both 

needed the same thing—Jesus.

And that’s what this woman at the well ends up with. As we’ll 

see, when this conversation begins, Jesus and the woman are 

complete strangers, but when it ends she can say, “...this man 
really is the Savior of the world” (v. 42). The question is, how did 

she get there? How did one single conversation bring her to that 

conviction? 

One thing this story reveals is it wasn’t easy. There were more 

than enough barriers between Jesus and this woman to keep 

them forever separated. Have you ever sat in a room with 

someone, tried to have a conversation with them, and besides 

having very little in common, it seemed everything you said 

EDFNğUHG"�,WłV�OLNH�WKHUHłV�WKLV�LQYLVLEOH�ZDOO�VHSDUDWLQJ�WKH�WZR�RI�
you. Years ago, Robert Frost wrote a poem called Mending Wall 

with a famous line: “Good fences make good neighbors.” The 

idea is it’s easier to be friendly with your neighbor if you just stay 

on your side of the fence. Good fences make good neighbors. 

Certainly you don’t want to tear those fences down. You might 

trespass on your neighbor’s property or privacy. 

,�JXHVV�-HVXV�GLGQłW�UHDG�WKDW�SRHP�EHFDXVH�LQ�WKLV�VWRU\�KH�WHDUV�
down not just one but several fences that separated him from 

WKLV�ZRPDQ��,W�PLJKW�HYHQ�EH�JRRG�WR�DVN�RXUVHOYHV��ZKDW�DUH�WKH�
fences that separate us not only from one another but from him?

Jesus Offers Living Water Regardless of Gender 
or Race
The story begins with John telling us in v. 3 that Jesus and his 

disciples left Judea and headed back to the area called Galilee. 

You can see from the map that the shortest route from Judea to 

Galilee would take you right through Samaria, and that’s exactly 

what Jesus and his disciples did.

Now he had to go through Samaria. So he came to 
a town in Samaria called Sychar, near the plot of 
ground Jacob had given to his son Joseph. Jacob’s 
well was there, and Jesus, tired as he was from the 
journey, sat down by the well. It was about noon 
(John 4:4–6).

So they come to a town called Sychar, which no longer exists, but 

ZH�GR�NQRZ�ZKHUH�-DFREłV�ZHOO�ZDV��EHFDXVH�LWłV�VWLOO�WKHUH��,WłV�
very close to the ancient town of Shechem and right at the foot 

of Mt. Gerazim. By the way, this well was fed by an underground 

spring that’s reliable even to this day. Jesus comes to this well at 

noon and so it was very hot. They’d probably been walking for a 

couple of days, and so Jesus was exhausted. He sits because he 

was tired.

,VQłW�LW�LQWHUHVWLQJ�WKDW�RXU�/RUG��WKH�2QH�ZKR�VSXQ�WKH�JDOD[LHV�
into motion at the beginning of time, got tired. He was human. 

:H�JHW�WLUHG��6RPHWLPHV�ZH�WKLQN�LWłV�ZURQJ�WR�EH�WLUHG��,I�ZH�UH-

ally depended on God as we should, we’d have a constant source 

of energy and strength, but that’s not always true. Jesus never 

strayed from his Father’s will; he never stopped depending on 

him, but he got tired. Oswald Sanders once said, “The world is 

run by tired men.” That may be true; it certainly was true here. 

When a Samaritan woman came to draw water, 
Jesus said to her, “Will you give me a drink?” (His 
disciples had gone into the town to buy food.) 
(verses 7–8).

,W� ZDV� DV� KH� ZDV� VLWWLQJ� WKHUH� E\� WKH� ZHOO� WKDW� D� ZRPDQ� DS-

SURDFKHG��,W�ZDV�XQXVXDO�IRU�WKLV�ZRPDQ�WR�EH�WKHUH�DOO�DORQH��
1RUPDOO\�ZRPHQ�FDPH�LQ�JURXSV�WR�IHWFK�ZDWHU��,W�ZDV�D�VRFLDO�
time for them. And normally they wouldn’t come in the middle 

of the day but either early or late to avoid the heat. So we wonder 

right away what kind of woman comes to a well all by herself in 

the middle of the day? Jesus is also alone because he’d sent his 

disciples into town to buy food. Normally, he might ask them to 

draw water for him but since they’re absent he asks her. He’s not 

only tired, he’s thirsty.

The Samaritan woman said to him, “You are a Jew 
and I am a Samaritan woman. How can you ask 
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me for a drink?” (For Jews do not associate with 
Samaritans.) (v. 9).

The woman responds to Jesus in verse 9. Here we see two of the 

EDUULHUV�RU�IHQFHV�WKDW�VWRRG�EHWZHHQ�-HVXV�DQG�WKLV�ZRPHQ��,Q�
this case, Jesus doesn’t bring them up, she does. First, she’s a 

Samaritan. John reminds us Jews don’t associate with Samaritans. 

7KHUH�ZDV�D�ORQJ�KLVWRU\�RI�DQLPRVLW\�EHWZHHQ�WKHVH�JURXSV��,Q�
721 B.C. the Assyrians swept through the Northern kingdom of 

,VUDHO�DQG�WRRN�WKH�LQKDELWDQWV�RII�WR�$VV\ULD��:KLOH�WKH\�ZHUH�
there, the Jews that were left intermarried with the Assyrians. 

The race of people that resulted were known as the Samaritans. 

They even developed their own religion, which was a mixture 

RI�-XGDLVP�DQG�SDJDQLVP��7KH\�DFFHSWHG�WKH�ğUVW�ğYH�ERRNV�RI�
the Old Testament, but threw out the rest. They didn’t go to the 

temple in Jerusalem to worship; they built their own temple at 

Mt. Gerazim. There developed a deep-seated rivalry and hatred 

EHWZHHQ�-HZV�DQG�6DPDULWDQV��-HZLVK�UDEELV�VDLG��Ń/HW�QR�PDQ�
eat the bread of the Samaritans, for he who eats their bread is as 

KH�ZKR�HDWV�VZLQHłV�ĠHVK�ń�$�SRSXODU�SUD\HU�LQ�WKRVH�GD\V�ZDV��
Ń/RUG�� GR� QRW� UHPHPEHU� WKH� 6DPDULWDQV� LQ� WKH� UHVXUUHFWLRQ�ń�
,Q�RWKHU�ZRUGV��VHQG�WKHP�WR�KHOO��7KDWłV�ZK\�PDQ\�-HZV�ZKR�
were traveling from Judea to Galilee would avoid going through 

Samaria. They’d go east to Jericho and then travel north along 

WKH� -RUGDQ� 5LYHU�� ,W� ZDV� PLOHV� RXW� RI� WKH� ZD\� EXW� ZRUWK� WKH�
trouble.  

So you can understand why this woman says, “How can you ask 
me for a drink?” But there was more to this. Not only was she a 

Samaritan, she was a woman. Strict rabbis forbade other rabbis 

to even greet a woman in public. There were even Pharisees who 

were called “the bruised and bleeding Pharisees” because when 

they saw a woman in public, they’d cover their eyes and bump 

into walls as they walked around. The Mishnah said Samaritan 

women menstruated from the time of their birth so they were 

DOZD\V�FRQVLGHUHG�XQFOHDQ�� ,PDJLQH�WKLV�ZRPDQłV�VKRFN�ZKHQ�
Jesus not only greeted her but asked her to draw water and give 

him a drink with her own cup; a cup that would have been con-

VLGHUHG�XQFOHDQ�E\�DQ\�VHOI�UHVSHFWLQJ�-HZ��

Good fences make good neighbors? Not for Jesus. For Jesus, good 

neighbors ignore fences; tear down fences; climb over fences; 

jump fences. Race doesn’t matter. Gender doesn’t matter. Jesus 

breaks all the rules and engages with this woman. Why would 

he do that? Because he’s thirsty? He was thirsty, but he’s driven 

by more than just his own need for water. He’s driven not by his 

own thirst but her thirst; a different kind of thirst. 

-HVXV� DQVZHUHG� KHU�� Ń,I� \RX� NQHZ� WKH� JLIW� RI� *RG� DQG�ZKR� LW�
is that asks you for a drink, you would have asked him and he 

would have given you living water” (v. 10).

She’d asked him, “How can YOU ask ME for a drink?” Jesus says 

if she’d known who it was asking her for a drink she’d have been 

asking him for a far better drink, what he calls “living water.” 

Back then, living water was fresh, running water from a spring 

that was highly sought after in a land so terribly arid. We know 

Jesus is talking metaphorically, which is why he calls it “the gift 

of God,” but this women is still thinking literally.

“Sir,” the woman said, “you have nothing to draw 
with and the well is deep. Where can you get this 
living water? Are you greater than our father Jacob, 
who gave us the well and drank from it himself, as 
did also his sons and his livestock?” (verses 11–12).

She’s puzzled by his words and says, “You have nothing to draw 
with and the well is deep.” Jacob’s well was at least 60 feet down 

WR� WKH�ZDWHU�� ,I� \RX�GLGQłW� KDYH� D� ORQJ� URSH� DQG� D� EXFNHW� \RX�
FRXOGQłW�JHW�WKH�ZDWHU�RXW��,I�KHłV�RIIHULQJ�IUHVK�ZDWHU�ZLWKRXW�
digging a well, then he’s greater than Jacob. Jacob was one of the 

patriarchs of the Jewish faith. The Samaritans looked to Jacob 

as their founder as well. That’s why she calls him “our father 
Jacob.” Most Jews would have argued with her on that point 

�Ń+HłV�QRW�\RXU�IDWKHU��KHłV�RXU�IDWKHU�ń���EXW�-HVXV�LJQRUHV�LW�DQG�
presses on.

Jesus answered, “Everyone who drinks this water 
will be thirsty again, but whoever drinks the water 
I give them will never thirst. Indeed, the water I 
give them will become in them a spring of water 
welling up to eternal life” (verses 13–14).

Now Jesus is being clearer. He’s not talking about physical thirst; 

he’s talking about spiritual thirst. There’s within each one of us 

a thirst for something more. The writer of Ecclesiastes said, “He 
set eternity in the human heart...” (Ecc. 3:1). There’s a built-in 

ORQJLQJ�LQ�DOO�RI�XV�IRU�PHDQLQJ��VLJQLğFDQFH��VRPHWKLQJ�ELJJHU�
than this world can offer. We try to quench our thirsty hearts 

with companionship and intimacy, but human relationships dis-

appoint. We try to slake our thirst with achievements or mate-

ULDO�SRVVHVVLRQV�EXW�ZH�ğQG�RXUVHOYHV�QHHGLQJ�LQFUHDVLQJO\�PRUH�
UHFRJQLWLRQ�RU�VWXII�MXVW�WR�VWD\�VDWLVğHG�

For many of us, this longing manifests itself in the “when” syn-

drome. As a child, we think things will be different when we get 

to be a teenager. As a teenager, we think satisfaction will come 

when�ZH�FDQ�JHW�RXW�RI� WKH�KRXVH�� ,Q�FROOHJH��ZH�WKLQN� LW�ZLOO�
happen when we get married. We get married and think satis-

faction will come when we have children. We have children and 

ZH�WKLQN��Ń2K�PDQ��,�FDQłW�ZDLW�IRU�WKH�HPSW\�QHVW�ń�:H�JHW�DQ�
HPSW\�QHVW�DQG�ZH�WKLQN��Ń,�QHHG�VRPH�JUDQGFKLOGUHQ�ń�<RX�JHW�
LW��,W�JRHV�RQ�DQG�RQ��

Just as he’s not talking about physical thirst, so he’s not talking 

about physical water. He’s talking about spiritual water. He says 



WKH�ZDWHU�,łP�RIIHULQJ�\RX�ZLOO�QRW�RQO\�VDWLVI\�\RX��LW�ZLOO�QHYHU�
run out. This water will be like a spring within you that wells up 

to eternal life. He didn’t mean you could take one drink of this 

living water and never again feel a thirst of soul, any more than 

one could take one drink of physical water and never feel thirsty 

again. What he means is what we all experience in our own 

homes. How do we keep from thirsting? We have water piped 

in, available to us all the time, so that when we feel even a little 

thirsty we take a drink of it. That’s what Jesus means here. The 

water he gives will be available constantly so that when you’re 

thirsty you can go to the source and drink immediately and be 

VDWLVğHG�����

This is nothing different from what God had promised his 

SHRSOH� IRU� FHQWXULHV�� /HW� PH� JLYH� \RX� D� VDPSOLQJ� IURP� WKH�
SURSKHW� ,VDLDK�� “With joy you will draw water from the wells 
of salvation” (12:3). “For I will pour water on the thirsty land, 
and streams on the dry ground; I will pour out my Spirit on your 
offspring, and my blessing on your descendants” (44:3). “Come, 
all you who are thirsty, come to the waters...that you may live” 
(55:1–3).

This is what Jesus is offering this woman, and this is what he 

offers us. Regardless of whatever fences stand between us and 

him, he offers us  life, eternal life that begins now, life that satis-

ğHV�XV�DW� WKH�GHHSHVW� OHYHO�RI�RXU� VRXO��7KH� VRXUFH�RI� WKLV� OLIH��
RI�FRXUVH��LV�WKH�+RO\�6SLULW��ZKRP�*RG�SODFHV�ZLWKLQ�XV��/DWHU�
in John, Jesus cried out, “Let anyone who is thirsty come to me 
and drink. Whoever believes in me, as Scripture has said, rivers 
RI� OLYLQJ�ZDWHU�ZLOO�ĠRZ�IURP�ZLWKLQ�WKHP�ń�7KHQ�-RKQ�DGGV��
“By this he meant the Spirit, whom those who believed in him 
were later to receive” (John 7:37b-39a). This is an invitation to 

all of us, regardless of the fences we or our society have placed 

between us and God, to drink of living water. 

Malcom Muggeridge was a well-known English journalist who 

ZURWH� LQ�KLV� ODWHU� \HDUV�� Ń,�PD\�SDVV� IRU�EHLQJ�D� UHODWLYHO\� VXF-

cessful man. People occasionally stare at me in the streets - that’s 

IDPH��,�FDQ�IDLUO\�HDVLO\�HDUQ�HQRXJK�WR�TXDOLI\�IRU�DGPLVVLRQ�WR�
WKH�KLJKHU�VORSHV�RI�WKH�,QODQG�5HYHQXH���WKDWłV�VXFFHVV��)XUQLVKHG�
with money and a little fame even the elderly, if they care to, may 

SDUWDNH�RI� WUHQG\�GLYHUVLRQV� �� WKDWłV�SOHDVXUH�� ,W�PLJKW�KDSSHQ�
WKDW�VRPHWKLQJ�,�VDLG�RU�ZURWH�ZDV�VXIğFLHQWO\�KHHGHG�IRU�PH�WR�
persuade myself that it represented a serious impact on our time 

��WKDWłV�IXOğOOPHQW��<HW�,�VD\�WR�\RX��DQG�,�EHJ�\RX�WR�EHOLHYH�PH��
multiply these tiny triumphs by a million, add them all together, 

and they’re nothing - less than nothing, a positive impediment - 

measured against one draught of that living water Christ offers 

to the spiritually thirsty, irrespective of who or what they are.”

,W�VKRXOG�FRPH�DV�QR�VXUSULVH�WKDW�WKLV�ZRPDQ�ZDQWV�WKLV�ZDWHU��
That’s what she says in v. 15.

The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water so 
that I won’t get thirsty and have to keep coming 
here to draw water.”

We’re still not quite sure if she gets it, but she likes the idea of 

not having to come out to this well in the middle of the day. Yet 

before she can really experience this water a few more fences 

must be confronted.       

Jesus’ Access to Worship Regardless of Sin or 
Religion
,Q�YHUVH����-HVXV�VD\V�WR�KHU�

He told her, “Go, call your husband and come 
back.”

This seems like a strange thing to say, but it was essential for her 

to come to terms with something if she was going to experience 

the gift of God. As we’ll see, this woman had been drinking from 

another well for a long, long time. 

“I have no husband,” she replied.

Jesus said to her, “You are right when you say you 
KDYH� QR� KXVEDQG�� 7KH� IDFW� LV�� \RX� KDYH� KDG� ğYH�
husbands, and the man you now have is not your 
husband. What you have just said is quite true” 
(verses 17–18).

As we’ve already seen in this gospel, he knows us; he knows us 

better than we know ourselves. He knows this woman has been 

around the block. Her life was composed of one relationship 

after another and all the emotional upheaval that goes with that. 

,�UHDG�D�TXRWH�WKLV�ZHHN�E\�VLQJHU�VRQJZULWHU�$ODQLV�0RULVVHWWH��
6KH�VDLG�RI�KHU�RZQ�SDVW��Ń,�WKLQN�RI�WKH�SDVW�DV�D�OLWWOH�VLVWHU��,�ORYH�
KHUŌEXW�VKH�FRXOG�EHQHğW�IURP�D�FRXSOH�PRUH�VKRZHUV�ń�$QG�
so it was with this woman at the well. With each new relation-

ship she hoped to quench her soul’s thirst, but it never worked. 

No wonder she’s now just living with a guy. Why make another 

commitment? As a result, she had a reputation. Her love life kept 

the village women chattering for years. No wonder she came out 

WR�WKH�ZHOO�DOO�E\�KHUVHOI�LQ�WKH�PLGGOH�RI�WKH�GD\��2QH�E\�RQH�KHU�
friends disappeared.

Now this strange man comes along and brings it right out in the 

RSHQ��:K\�GLG�KH�GR�WKLV"�-HVXV�SXW�KLV�ğQJHU�RQ�D�WHQGHU�VSRW�LQ�
this woman’s life not out of some kind of cruel need to humiliate 

her. Rather, this is the skilled surgeon’s scalpel that’s absolutely 

QHFHVVDU\�IRU�KHU�WR�UHDOO\�OLYH��,�ORYH�ZKDW�(DUO�3DOPHU�VD\V�DERXW�
this: “Now the Samaritan women knows that the joyous living 

water has been offered to the real person behind the mask.” 

Not only has she been found; she’s been found out, but this only 

makes his offer more compelling.

-HVXV�LV�WHDULQJ�GRZQ�DQRWKHU�IHQFH��,WłV�KHU�VLQ��DQG�QRW�MXVW�KHU�
VLQ�EXW�DOO�WKH�VKDPH�DQG�DOO�WKH�MXVWLğFDWLRQV�WKDW�ZHQW�ZLWK�LW��
For us to enter into a relationship with Jesus, for us to receive 



this gift of living water he’s spoken about, we must allow him 

to bring our sin into the light. There’s no use in trying to hide 

it; he knows. We have to face it and acknowledge it. We have to 

come to grips with all the wells we’ve dug in search of water that 

will satisfy. Years earlier, God said through the prophet Jeremiah, 

Ń0\�SHRSOH�KDYH�FRPPLWWHG�WZR�VLQV��7KH\�KDYH�IRUVDNHQ�PH��WKH�
spring of living water, and have dug their own cisterns, broken 
cisterns that cannot hold water” (Jer. 2:13). That describes this 

woman and it describes us and for us to drink living water from 

KLP�ZH�KDYH�WR�DEDQGRQ�RXU�HIIRUWV�WR�ğQG�LW�LQ�RWKHU�SODFHV�

%XW�VKHłV�VWLOO�QRW�UHDG\��6R�VKH�WKURZV�XS�DQRWKHU�EDUULHU��/RRN�
at verses 19–20.

“Sir,” the woman said, “I can see that you are a 
prophet. Our ancestors worshiped on this moun-
tain, but you Jews claim that the place where we 
must worship is in Jerusalem.”

Many believe this was a clever way for her to change the subject. 

“Hey, let’s not talk about sin, let’s talk about a disputed point of 

theology between you Jewish people and us Samaritans.” And 

it was a disputed point of theology. The Jews, according to the 

Old Testament Scriptures, said the Jerusalem temple was the 

place where true worship took place, while the Samaritans said 

LW�ZDV�RQ�0W��*HUD]LP��,łP�VXUH�VKHłG�UDWKHU�WDON�DERXW�WKDW�WKDQ�
about her own failed relationships, but there is a connection. As 

WKH�UHDOLW\�RI�KHU�RZQ�VLQ�SUHVVHG�GRZQ�RQ�KHU��,�ZRQGHU�LI�VKH�
WKRXJKW�WR�KHUVHOI��Ń,I�,łP�D�VLQQHU�EHIRUH�*RG��,�PXVW�EULQJ�DQ�
RIIHULQJ�IRU�VLQ�WR�KLP��EXW�ZKHUH�GR�,�WDNH�LW"�,I�,�OLVWHQ�WR�WKLV�
PDQ�ZKR�VHHPV�WR�NQRZ�HYHU\WKLQJ�DERXW�PH��,łG�EHJLQ�D�WUHN�WR�
-HUXVDOHP��EXW�WKDWłV�DJDLQVW�HYHU\WKLQJ�,�EHOLHYH�ń

Jesus patiently responds to her question and invites her into 

something profoundly wonderful, exciting and new.

“Woman,” Jesus replied, “believe me, a time is 
coming when you will worship the Father neither 
on this mountain nor in Jerusalem. You Samaritans 
worship what you do not know; we worship what 
we do know, for salvation is from the Jews. Yet a 
time is coming and has now come when the true 
worshipers will worship the Father in the Spirit 
and in truth, for they are the kind of worshipers 
the Father seeks. God is spirit, and his worshipers 
must worship in the Spirit and in truth.”

The woman said, “I know that Messiah” (called 
Christ) “is coming. When he comes, he will explain 
everything to us.”

Then Jesus declared, “I, the one speaking to you—I 
am he” (verses 21–26).

$JDLQ�� -HVXV� VWDQGV� EHIRUH� D� IHQFH�� ,WłV� WKH� IHQFH� RI� UHOLJLRQ��
Could it be that religion can keep you away from knowing and 

ZRUVKLSSLQJ�WKH�OLYLQJ�*RG"�$EVROXWHO\��7KHUH�DUH�VHYHUDO�WKLQJV�
to notice about what he says. 

First, notice he twice says “A time is coming...” That word “time” 

is the same word Jesus uses elsewhere in this gospel when he 

says, “My hour has not yet come.” Whenever he uses that lan-

JXDJH�KHłV�WDONLQJ�DERXW�WKH�WLPH�RI�FUXFLğ[LRQ��UHVXUUHFWLRQ�DQG�
H[DOWDWLRQ�DQG�DOO�WKDW�PHDQV��6R�-HVXV�LV�VD\LQJ��Ń/LVWHQ��VRPH-

thing is about to happen and is now upon you that will change 

everything. My life will culminate in something that will radi-

cally change worship forever.” 

Second, notice one thing that will change is that the location 

of worship will no longer matter. This would have sent shock 

waves through any Jew because their entire lives revolved 

DURXQG�-HUXVDOHP�EHLQJ�WKH�ULJKW�SODFH�WR�ZRUVKLS��,W�ZRXOG�KDYH�
shocked this woman as well. We’re reminded that Jesus has al-

ready cleansed the temple and referred to himself as the new 

temple (John 2:21). Could it be that he (Jesus) is now the right 

place to worship? So that means you can worship on a hospital 

bed. You can worship in a prison. You can worship in a bar. Oh, 

DQG�\RX�FDQ�ZRUVKLS�LQ�D�EXLOGLQJ�OLNH�WKLV�WRR�

Third, notice that all of this would result in cataclysmic change 

in worship. Worship will now be “in spirit and truth.” What 

does it mean to worship in spirit? He’s not talking about the Holy 

Spirit, but the human spirit; in the depth of our inner being. 

Real worship isn’t about outward ritual; it’s not about where 

you are; it’s about something that takes place in the very core of 

our being. Spurgeon wrote, “God does not regard our voices, he 

hears our hearts, and if our hearts do not sing we have not sung 

at all.” Sometimes we sing and pray and give, but fail to worship. 

God indicted his people in the Old Testament because while they 

honored him with their lips their hearts were far from him. That 

doesn’t mean real worship doesn’t manifest itself in outward 

acts, but it doesn’t start there, and it doesn’t depend on any of 

WKDW��,W�VWDUWV�LQ�\RXU�KHDUW�

,WłV�QRW�MXVW�VSLULW��LWłV�DOVR�WUXWK��:KDW�GRHV�LW�PHDQ�WR�ZRUVKLS�
LQ� WUXWK"� ,W�PHDQV�ZH�ZRUVKLS�ZKDW� LV� WUXH�DERXW�*RG��1RWLFH�
Jesus acknowledges the Jewish faith was born out of a correct 

knowledge of God, which the Samaritans lacked. He says, “You 
worship what you do not know...we worship what we know.” 
Whatever Jesus is saying about worship, he’s not negating all the 

truth about himself entrusted to the Jewish people. He is the 

promised Messiah. God wants us to worship him in truth. When 

we worship, we don’t put our minds on hold. We need to think 

rightly about God.

One of the things that jumps out at me here is that three times 

Jesus refers to God as “Father.” That’s huge because that’s not 

how people viewed God in those days. To call him Father is to ad-

dress him and think of him and relate to him in the most intimate 

way possible. He says, Ń7KH�)DWKHU�VHHNV�ZRUVKLSSHUV���ń�What an 



DPD]LQJ�LGHD��(DFK�WLPH�,�ZRUVKLS�*RG�LQ�VSLULW�DQG�WUXWK��,łP�QRW�
WKH�LQLWLDWRU��,łP�D�UHVSRQGHU��,WłV�OLNH�KHłV�EHHQ�VHHNLQJ�PH�RXW��
KHłV�EHHQ�FKDVLQJ�PH�GRZQ��DQG�QRZ�,łYH�FRPH�KRPH��

$V�PDQ\�RI�\RX�NQRZ��,�ZDV�UDLVHG�LQ�WKH�&DWKROLF�IDLWK��$V�D�ER\�
,�EHOLHYHG�WKDW�LI�\RX�UHDOO\�ZDQWHG�WR�FRQQHFW�ZLWK�*RG�\RX�KDG�
WR�GR�LW�LQ�D�FKXUFK��+RQHVWO\��,�ZDVQłW�D�YHU\�UHOLJLRXV�NLG��,�UDUHO\�
JDYH�*RG�D�SDVVLQJ�WKRXJKW��EXW�RQH�GD\�ZKHQ�,�ZDV�LQ�PLGGOH�
VFKRRO�,�H[SHULHQFHG�D�NLQG�RI�FULVLV��,�UHDOO\�IHOW�,�KDG�QRZKHUH�WR�
WXUQ��,�ZDVQłW�WKH�NLQG�RI�NLG�WR�VKDUH�ZKDW�,�ZDV�JRLQJ�WKURXJK�
ZLWK�DQ\RQH��EXW� ,� IHOW�D�GHVSHUDWH�QHHG�WR�SUD\�� ,�ZDV�DW� OHDVW�
����PLOHV�IURP�P\�FKXUFK�EXW�,�UDQ�DOO�WKH�ZD\�WKHUH�DQG�,�ZHQW�
LQWR�WKH�FKXUFK�DQG�,�NQHOW�GRZQ�RQ�WKH�NQHHOHUV�LQ�IURQW�RI�WKH�
ZRRGHQ�SHZ��DQG�,�MXVW�SRXUHG�P\�KHDUW�RXW�WR�*RG��

:KDW�,�XQGHUVWDQG�QRZ�LV�WKDW�WKH�)DWKHU�UHDOO\�ZDV�VHHNLQJ�PH�
to worship him at that point in my life. Just like this woman, the 

ZD\�KH�GLG�WKDW�ZDV�E\�H[SRVLQJ�P\�GHHS�QHHG��HYHQ�P\�VLQ��,�
DOVR�EHOLHYH�WKDW�LI�,�UHDOO\�XQGHUVWRRG�WKHVH�YHUVHV�,�FRXOG�KDYH�
VDYHG�P\VHOI�D�ORW�RI�VZHDW��,�GLGQłW�KDYH�WR�UXQ�WR�WKH�&DWKROLF�
&KXUFK�WR�SUD\��,�GLGQłW�KDYH�WR�UHFLWH����Ń2XU�)DWKHUVń�DQG�VHYHQ�
Ń+DLO�0DU\łV�ń�$�IHZ�\HDUV�ODWHU�ZKHQ�,�UHDOO\�WUXVWHG�-HVXV�DV�P\�
Savior, it didn’t happen in a church; it happened at my bedside. 

,�ZDVQłW� LQ�WKH�ULJKW�SODFH�� ,�GLGQłW�NQRZ�WKH�ULJKW�ZRUGV��EXW� ,�

worshipped him in spirit and truth because my heart was broken 

DQG�,�FDPH�WR�KLP�DV�P\�)DWKHU�LQ�KHDYHQ�� �

Good fences do not make good neighbors. Good neighbors ig-

nore fences; tear down fences; climb over fences; jump fences. 

Race doesn’t matter. Gender doesn’t matter. Morality doesn’t 

matter. Religion doesn’t matter. Jesus is the best neighbor of all. 

Whatever it is that separates you from him, he can overcome it. 

He’s pursuing you. He offers you living water that will quench 

your soul’s thirst. He invites you to worship the Father in spirit 

and truth.

Many of you have already been found and found out by him. 

You are now called to be like him; to cross fences and pursue 

those around you who have yet to be found. Far too often we 

see people we run into throughout the day as just part of the 

landscape. They’re there but we forget they’re real people with 

UHDO�KRSHV�DQG�GUHDPV�DQG�QHHGV��1H[W�ZHHN�ZH�ZLOO�ğQLVK�WKLV�
story of the Samaritan woman and we will see that’s what she 

did. She went back to that little village of Syhcar and told them 

all, “Come and see this man who told me everything I ever did.”
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