
Almost two years ago Lynn and I moved from our home of 20 
years in Los Altos to San Carlos. It was one of those bittersweet 
things for us, but we were looking forward to meeting new 
friends and settling down in a new neighborhood. The house we 
chose sat for a long time before we came along and bought it, 
and even after we bought it, it sat empty for a long time before 
ZH�ğQDOO\�PRYHG� LQ��'XULQJ� WKDW� WLPH�� WKHUH�ZDV�D� Ń6ROGń� VLJQ�
WKDW� UHSODFHG� WKH� Ń)RU� 6DOHń� VLJQ� VR� HYHU\RQH� LQ� WKH�QHLJKERU-
hood saw someone new was moving in. 

I don’t know how, but a rumor started in the neighborhood. The 
rumor was Buster Posey had bought the house! You can imagine 
the buzz in San Carlos, not to mention Eaton Avenue! And you 
can imagine the immense disappointment people had when 
they found out not only was Buster not moving into that house, 
but a preacher was moving in! Who wants to live next door to a 
preacher? When our moving truck pulled up, people were nice, 
but more than a little bit sad too.

The buzz our neighborhood experienced over the possible ar-
rival of Buster Posey matches well with the buzz the people of 
Jerusalem experienced during the feast of the Tabernacles. The 
Jews had three great festivals which brought a hoard of pilgrims 
WR�-HUXVDOHP��7KH�3DVVRYHU��WKH�)HDVW�RI�:HHNV�DQG�WKH�IHDVW�RI�
the Tabernacles or Booths. But the last of those was the most 
festive. It lasted for seven days and Jewish families would come 
and camp out in tents to remember the wilderness wanderings. 
It was also a joyful time to celebrate the fall harvest.  

Jesus would have celebrated the feast of Tabernacles his entire 
life, but this one would be different others. Not only would it be 
KLV�ODVW��EXW�LW�ZRXOG�EH�KLV�PRVW�GLIğFXOW��1R�GRXEW��WKHUH�ZDV�D�
buzz. The buzz was over Jesus. Will he come? What will he do? 
Who is he? Is he dangerous? Is he the Messiah? Is he a fraud? Is 
he just a good man? Who is this Jesus from Galilee?

These are questions people are asking today as well. There’s still a 
buzz about Jesus. Who was he? Modern Jews say he was an ordi-
QDU\�-HZLVK�PDQ�ZKR�SUHDFKHG�GXULQJ�WKH�ğUVW�FHQWXU\�5RPDQ�
occupation of the Holy Land. Buddhism says he was a wise and 
enlightened man who taught similar things as Buddha. Muslims 
say he was a true prophet sent from God, but superseded by 
Mohammed. Mormons believe he was a man who became our 
Savior, but originally he was a spirit being, no different than all 
the rest of us. Hindus believe he was a wise man who was also 
the incarnation of God akin to Krishna. I once had a very serious 
conversation with a guy who believed Jesus was a space cowboy. 
The average person today would just say he was a good man, 
even a great man.

Certainly, we’re all entitled to our opinions, but what if I told you 
WKLV� LV� WKH�PRVW� VLJQLğFDQW�TXHVWLRQ�\RX�RU� ,�ZLOO�HYHU�DQVZHU"�
:KHQ� VQRZ�GHVFHQGV� RQ� WKH�&RQWLQHQWDO�'LYLGH�� LW�PHOWV� DQG�
ĠRZV�RII�HLWKHU�VLGH�WR�WKH�:HVW�RU�WKH�(DVW��QHYHU�WR�PHHW�DJDLQ��
,WłV�OLNH�-HVXV�&KULVW�LV�WKH�&RQWLQHQWDO�'LYLGH�RI�KXPDQLW\��

John 7 records the buzz about Jesus. It’s a long chapter and we 
won’t be able to read every verse, but there are three sections: 
1) What took place before the feast; 2) What took place in the 
middle of the feast; 3) What took place on the last day of the 
feast. Each one of these sections reveal a divided audience when 
it came to Jesus. 

Before the Feast
Let’s begin by reading what happened before the feast.

After this, Jesus went around in Galilee. He did 
not want to go about in Judea because the Jewish 
leaders there were looking for a way to kill him. 
But when the Jewish Festival of Tabernacles was 
near, Jesus’ brothers said to him, “Leave Galilee 
and go to Judea, so that your disciples there may 
see the works you do. No one who wants to be-
FRPH�D�SXEOLF�ğJXUH�DFWV� LQ� VHFUHW��6LQFH�\RX�DUH�
doing these things, show yourself to the world.” 
For even his own brothers did not believe in him.

Therefore Jesus told them, “My time is not yet 
here; for you any time will do. The world cannot 
hate you, but it hates me because I testify that 
its works are evil. You go to the festival. I am not 
going up to this festival, because my time has not 
yet fully come.” After he had said this, he stayed in 
Galilee.

However, after his brothers had left for the fes-
tival, he went also, not publicly, but in secret. Now 
at the festival the Jewish leaders were watching 
for Jesus and asking, “Where is he?”

Among the crowds there was widespread whis-
SHULQJ�DERXW�KLP��6RPH�VDLG��Ń+H�LV�D�JRRG�PDQ�ń

Others replied, “No, he deceives the people.” But 
no one would say anything publicly about him for 
fear of the leaders (verses 1–13).

6R� WKHUH�DUH� UHDOO\� WKUHH�GLIIHUHQW�JURXSV�KHUH��)LUVW�� \RX�KDYH�
the Jewish leaders. John says in v. 1 they were looking for a 
way to kill Jesus. Once the feast started in Jerusalem they were 
watching for him so they could arrest him. The hostility of this 
group toward Jesus will be a theme throughout this chapter. 
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The second group we see here are his brothers. Maybe you didn’t 
NQRZ�-HVXV�KDG�EURWKHUV��6LQFH�LWłV�0RWKHUłV�'D\��LWłV�ZRUWK�PHQ-
WLRQLQJ�WKDW�WKH�5RPDQ�&DWKROLF�&KXUFK�KDV�WDXJKW�IRU�FHQWXULHV�
that Mary remained a virgin her entire life. They’d say these can’t 
be brothers; they must be cousins; but there’s no doubt these 
were his brothers, Mary’s sons. Their names were James, Joseph, 
Simon and Jude (Mt. 13:55). They want Jesus to go up to the 
IHDVW��WR�GR�KLV�WKLQJ�RQ�D�ODUJHU�VWDJH��Ń6WRS�ZDVWLQJ�\RXU�WLPH�
up here in Galilee. No one cares about Galilee. Go to Jerusalem 
ZKHUH�\RX�FDQ�PDNH� LW�ELJ�ń�7KH\�GLGQłW� VD\� WKLV�EHFDXVH� WKH\�
really believed he was the Son of God. John says right here, “...
even his own brothers didn’t believe in him.” Maybe they re-
sented him. Can you imagine growing up with a perfect older 
EURWKHU"�,�FDQłW�KHOS�EXW�WKLQN�KRZ�GLIğFXOW�WKLV�PXVW�KDYH�EHHQ�
for Mary. Mary knew who Jesus was. She knew where he came 
from, but her boys didn’t get it, and that must have been hard. 
Moms always want their boys to get along. The good news is 
later they did believe. In the book of Acts, when Luke describes 
the early believers in Jerusalem he lists the apostles and then he 
says, “They all joined together constantly in prayer, along with 
the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brothers” 
(Acts 1:14). That should be an encouragement for mothers. Your 
VRQV�DQG�GDXJKWHUV�PD\�QRW�EHOLHYH�WRGD\��EXW�WKH�ğQDO�FKDSWHU�
hasn’t been written. 

But for now, Jesus’ brothers don’t believe. Jesus isn’t surprised 
by any of this. He says, “the world hates me because I testify that 
it’s works are evil” (v. 7). He’s talking about the Jewish leaders; 
he’s also talking about his brothers. He sees them all as part of a 
ODUJHU�ZKROH�KH�FDOOV�ŃWKH�ZRUOG�ń�7KDWłV�KLV�WHUP�IRU�KXPDQLW\�LQ�
rebellion against God. The world doesn’t like to be exposed. Just 
by being who he was, Jesus exposed them, and like bugs under a 
rock they scampered for darkness.

There’s a third group in this section as well. It’s the crowd. The 
crowd in Jerusalem for the feast is abuzz about Jesus. Some said 
KH�ZDV�D�JRRG�PDQ��0RVW�SHRSOH�ZLOO�DGPLW�WR�WKDW�WRGD\��Ń+H�
was a good man. We should all live like he did. The world would 
EH�D�EHWWHU�SODFH�ń�%XW�WKHUH�ZHUH�RWKHUV�LQ�-HUXVDOHP�ZKR�VDLG�
he deceived people. He was a charlatan; a fraud; a huckster. But 
nobody would say anything because they were all afraid of the 
Jewish leaders.

$W�ğUVW�-HVXV�UHIXVHG�WR�JR�WR�WKH�IHDVW��+H�NQHZ�WKH�-HZLVK�OHDGHUV�
were trying to kill him and he said, “My time (hour) has not yet 
fully come.” Jesus wasn’t on anyone else’s timetable. If he went 
with his mother and brothers, he’d bring much more attention to 
himself. He wanted to go on his own time and his own way. 

The Middle of the Feast 
,W�ZDVQłW�XQWLO�KDOIZD\�WKURXJK�WKH���GD\�IHDVW�WKDW�-HVXV�ğQDOO\�
went. Here we see what happened in the middle of the feast 
in verses 14–36. In this middle section, Jesus goes up to the 
temple courts and teaches publicly. Again, the response to Jesus 
is divided.

There are three questions about Jesus that dominate this section. 
7KH�ğUVW�RQH�FRPHV�LQ�YHUVHV���ŋ����“Not until halfway through 

the festival did Jesus go up to the temple courts and begin to teach. 
The Jews there were amazed and asked, ‘How did this man get 
such learning without having been taught?’” The Jewish leaders 
ZDQW�WR�NQRZ��Ń:KHUH�GLG�\RX�JR�WR�VFKRRO"�:KHUH�GLG�\RX�JHW�
\RXU�GHJUHH"ń�+H�WDXJKW�OLNH�RQH�ZKR�NQHZ�ZKDW�KH�ZDV�WDONLQJ�
about. We all know how hard it is today to gain entrance into the 
best universities. Back then, you didn’t apply to a university; you 
applied to a rabbi. You became his understudy, and if you taught, 
you’d humbly quote your rabbi. Most likely, your rabbi would be 
quoting other rabbis, who in turn would quote other rabbis. So 
no one was really talking about the Bible; they were just talking 
about what other people said about the Bible. The same thing 
happens today. We have all these Christian books and everyone 
is quoting what this or that guy is saying about the Bible but no 
one is reading the Bible! Preachers are the worst culprits! Jesus 
didn’t do that. He taught right from scripture with his own au-
thority, and they could see that. 

Jesus responds to them in verses 16–19. “Jesus answered, ‘My 
teaching is not my own. It comes from the one who sent me. 
$Q\RQH�ZKR�FKRRVHV�WR�GR�WKH�ZLOO�RI�*RG�ZLOO�ğQG�RXW�ZKHWKHU�P\�
teaching comes from God or whether I speak on my own. Whoever 
speaks on their own does so to gain personal glory, but he who 
seeks the glory of the one who sent him is a man of truth; there 
is nothing false about him. Has not Moses given you the law? Yet 
not one of you keeps the law. Why are you trying to kill me?’”

Let’s not complicate Jesus’ answer. Where did you go to school? 
Have you ever heard of the university of heaven? His teaching 
came from heaven; from the One who sent him. And if they re-
ally wanted to do the will of God, they’d know where his teaching 
came from. There are people who say intellectually they can’t 
buy in to Jesus as the Son of God, but Jesus says your problem 
isn’t intellectual, it’s moral, it’s spiritual. You just don’t want to 
do the will of God. Then he talks about seeking glory. In essence, 
KH�VD\V��Ń0\�UDEEL�LV�P\�)DWKHU�LQ�KHDYHQ��,łP�QRW�WU\LQJ�WR�EULQJ�
glory to myself by speaking this way; I bring glory to him. But 
you’re all trying to kill me, which shows you don’t even keep the 
ODZ�RI�0RVHV� WKDW�\RX�SULGH�\RXUVHOI�RQ�ń�'RQłW�\RX� ORYH�KRZ�
straight Jesus is? We saw how the crowd was so afraid of these 
guys, but not Jesus. He looked them right in the eyes and accused 
them of plotting his murder.

Speaking of the crowd, they chimed in next and said, “You are 
demon-possessed,” the crowd answered. “Who is trying to kill 
you?” (v. 20). At this point, the plot to kill Jesus wasn’t public 
knowledge, so the crowd says he’s demon possessed, which was 
another way of saying he’s crazy; people aren’t trying to kill you; 
\RX�KDYH�D�VHULRXV�FDVH�RI�SDUDQRLD��5HPLQGV�PH�RI�ZKDW�&�6��
Lewis said: Since Jesus claimed to be the Lord, you have one of 
three choices: He could be who he said he was and you could 
worship him as such. Or he could have said he was Lord, knowing 
it wasn’t true, which makes him a liar. Or he could have thought 
he was Lord, but he wasn’t, which makes him a lunatic.  Lewis 
VDLG�ZH�KDYH�WR�PDNH�D�FKRLFH��/RUG��OLDU�RU�OXQDWLF��)RUJHW�DERXW�
saying he was just a good man; that possibility isn’t open to you. 
Well, here, the crowd decides he’s a lunatic. 



The second question comes from some of the people in 
Jerusalem down in verses 25–27. “At that point some of the 
people of Jerusalem began to ask, ‘Isn’t this the man they are 
trying to kill? Here he is, speaking publicly, and they are not 
saying a word to him. Have the authorities really concluded that 
he is the Messiah? But we know where this man is from; when 
the Messiah comes, no one will know where he is from.’”

Some of the crowd from Jerusalem ask where he’s from. They’re 
starting to wonder about this Jesus guy. Even though their leaders 
want to kill him, they seem to be giving him a free pass. Maybe 
he is the Messiah. But wait a minute. Isn’t he from Galilee? This 
issue will come up again later (verses 41, 52). This may not seem 
like a big deal to us, but many Jews believed the Messiah would 
appear suddenly and mysteriously out of nowhere. As we’ll see, 
others believed he’d come from Bethlehem, but not Galilee! 
That’s like being from Winnemucca!  

Jesus responds to this question about his origins in verses 28–29. 
“Then Jesus, still teaching in the temple courts, cried out, ‘Yes, 
you know me, and you know where I am from. I am not here on 
my own authority, but he who sent me is true. You do not know 
him, but I know him because I am from him and he sent me.’” 
+H� VD\V�� Ń<HDK�� \RX� NQRZ�ZKHUH� ,łP� IURP� LQ� DQ� HDUWKO\� VHQVH�
but you don’t really know where I’m from because you don’t 
NQRZ�WKH�2QH�ZKR�VHQW�PH�ń�-HVXV�LV�EHJLQQLQJ�WR�UHSHDW�KLP-
self. Where did you go to school and get your learning? Heaven. 
Where did you come from? Heaven. 

7KHQ�-RKQ�UHFRUGV�D�ĠXUU\�RI�UHVSRQVHV�WR�-HVXV�LQ�YHUVHV���ŋ����
“At this they tried to seize him, but no one laid a hand on him, 
because his hour had not yet come. Still, many in the crowd be-
lieved in him. They said, ‘When the Messiah comes, will he per-
form more signs than this man?’ The Pharisees heard the crowd 
whispering such things about him. Then the chief priests and 
the Pharisees sent temple guards to arrest him. Jesus said, ‘I am 
with you for only a short time, and then I am going to the one 
who sent me.’”

Again, we see the response of the crowd and the Jewish leaders. 
The crowd is divided. Some of them are so upset they try to seize 
him. It’s like a mob scene. Others in the crowd believed in him 
because of all the miracles he’d performed. Then there were the 
Jewish leaders. They send their temple guards to arrest him. 
They’re like security guards. They don’t really have the authority 
RI�WKH�JRYHUQPHQW�RI�5RPH�EHKLQG�WKHP��WKH\�MXVW�ZRUN�IRU�WKH�
Jewish leaders.

This raises the third question in this middle section. The Jewish 
leaders ask in v. 35, “Where does this man intend to go that we 
FDQQRW�ğQG�KLP�ń�But Jesus has already told them back in v. 33, 
“I am with you only for a short time, and then I am going to the 
One who sent me.”�7KH�ğUVW�TXHVWLRQ��:KHUH�GLG�\RX�JHW�\RXU�
learning? Answer: Heaven. Second question: Where did you 
come from? Answer: Heaven. Third question: Where are you 
going. Anybody know the answer? Heaven!  

In this middle section, we’ve again seen the buzz about Jesus. 
Where did he go to school? He must be crazy. Maybe he is the 

Messiah, but where did he come from? No, I really believe in 
him. How else do you explain the miracles? He said he’s leaving. 
Where is he going? To Greece? Jesus summarizes most of this up 
in v. 24 when he said, “Stop judging by mere appearances, but 
instead judge correctly.”� 7KLV� VKRXOG� FKDOOHQJH�XV��'R�ZH� ORRN�
at Jesus and draw conclusions about him based on faulty and 
VXSHUğFLDO�LGHDV�RI�ZKDW�KH�VKRXOG�EH�OLNH"�)UHQFK�SKLORVRSKHU�
9ROWDLUH�VDLG�����\HDUV�DJR�� Ń,I�*RG�KDV�PDGH�XV� LQ�KLV� LPDJH��
ZHłYH�UHWXUQHG�KLP�WKH�IDYRU�ń�%XW�WKH�&KULVWLDQ�IDLWK�LQVLVWV�WKH�
starting point to learn about God and about our world is Jesus. 
)DU�WRR�RIWHQ��ZH�MXGJH�-HVXV�E\�RXU�RZQ�H[WHUQDO�VWDQGDUGV�RI�
how things should look and be. 

The End of the Feast
)LQDOO\��ZH�FRPH�WR�WKH� ODVW�GD\�RI�WKH�IHDVW��7R�DSSUHFLDWH�WKH�
moment it helps to understand the background. Each morning 
of the feast, the crowd would gather at the Temple. The priest 
would hold out a golden pitcher and the crowd would follow him 
to the pool of Siloam, singing one of the ancient Psalms as they 
went. He’d dip the pitcher into the water and the people would 
recite from the prophet Isaiah, “With joy you will draw water 
from the wells of salvation” (12:3). Then they’d march back to 
the Temple while the priest walked around the altar once and 
poured the water out over the altar. But on the last day, it was a 
bit different. The people would stay and the priest would circle 
the altar seven times before he ascended the altar and raised up 
the pitcher of water. The crowd would shout for the priest to 
hold it higher because it was considered the height of joy in an 
Israelite’s life to see the water being poured out on the altar. 

I can imagine that it was in that hush and at that dramatic mo-
ment Jesus stood up to speak. “On the last and greatest day of 
the festival, Jesus stood and said in a loud voice, ‘Let anyone 
who is thirsty come to me and drink. Whoever believes in me, as 
6FULSWXUH�KDV�VDLG��ULYHUV�RI�OLYLQJ�ZDWHU�ZLOO�ĠRZ�IURP�ZLWKLQ�
them.’ By this he meant the Spirit, whom those who believed in 
him were later to receive. Up to that time the Spirit had not been 
JLYHQ��VLQFH�-HVXV�KDG�QRW�\HW�EHHQ�JORULğHGń (verses 37–39).

We’ll come back to that amazing invitation in just a moment, but 
for now I want you to see the response. As usual there’s a buzz 
in the crowd. Some say, “Surely this man is a prophet” (v. 40). 
Others say, “He is the Messiah” (v. 41). Still others asked, “How 
can the Messiah come from Galilee?” �Y�������)LQDOO\��-RKQ�VD\V��
“the people were divided because of Jesus” (v. 43). No surprise 
there; business as usual.

But then there is a surprise. The crowd may be divided, but the 
one group we expect to be unanimous in their unbelief and 
animosity towards Jesus is the Jewish leaders. However, listen 
to what happens next. The priests are all sitting around later that 
day waiting for the temple guards to bring Jesus in, but when 
they come in empty-handed, the priests aren’t at all happy. In v. 
45 they ask, “Why didn’t you bring him in?”. I love their answer, 
“No one ever spoke the way this man does.” Isn’t that a great 
answer? The security guards get it! I’d love to have been there 
and seen the look on the those priests’ faces! Then they sneer, 
“You mean he’s deceived you also? Have any of the rulers of the 
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Pharisees believed in him? No! But this mob that knows nothing 
of the law -- there is a curse on them.” This is elitism at its worst. 
7KH\�GLVPLVV�WKH�JXDUGV�DV�QRWKLQJ�EXW�XQHGXFDWHG�OD\PHQ��Ń$UH�
you as naive and gullible as the mob? We expected better from 
\RX�JX\V�ZKR�ZRUN�IRU�XV�ń�

But just when we’re ready to write them all off, someone speaks 
up; someone we know; someone we’ve met before. “Nicodemus, 
who had gone to Jesus earlier and who was one of their own 
QXPEHU�� DVNHG�� Ł'RHV� RXU� ODZ� FRQGHPQ� D� PDQ� ZLWKRXW� ğUVW�
KHDULQJ�KLP�WR�ğQG�RXW�ZKDW�KH�KDV�EHHQ�GRLQJ"łń�(verses 50–
51). 5HPHPEHU� ROG�1LFRGHPXV��PHPEHU� RI� WKH� -HZLVK� UXOLQJ�
council? He’d come to Jesus by night and inquired about how to 
enter the kingdom of God. What happened to him? He just kind 
RI�GLVDSSHDUHG��EXW�KHUH�KH�LV�DJDLQ��DQG�EHIRUH�-RKQ�LV�ğQLVKHG�
writing this story we’ll see him again. We don’t know if he’s a 
true believer yet, but he’s on his way. Here he stands up for jus-
WLFH��Ń/LVWHQ��\RX�MXVW�VDLG�WKH�PRE�NQRZV�QRWKLQJ�RI�WKH�ODZ��EXW�
let’s talk about the law. Last I checked our law doesn’t condemn 
D�PDQ�ZLWKRXW�JLYLQJ�KLP�D�IDLU�KHDULQJ�ń�+DYH�\RX�HYHU�EHHQ�WKH�
only one in the room to stand up for something because it was 
right? It’s not easy. You can get in big trouble doing that. You can 
lose your job. You can lose your friends and your status in the 
community. Look how they respond, “Are you from Galilee, too. 
/RRN�LQWR�LW��DQG�\RX�ZLOO�ğQG�WKDW�D�SURSKHW�GRHV�QRW�FRPH�RXW�
of Galilee” (v. 52). There it is again—Galilee! Everyone is hung 
up on Galilee! And with that, the feast ends.

What have we learned? Who is Jesus? A good man? A crazy man? 
A deceiver? The Messiah? Or is he who he said he was? Yes, the 
Messiah, but not just the Messiah. The Son of God. The bread of 
life. The light of the world. The Way, the Truth and the Life. The 
:RUG�PDGH�ĠHVK�

How will you respond to his claims? Are you hostile? Are you con-
IXVHG"�$UH�\RX�RSHQ�DQG�UHFHSWLYH"�'R�\RX�EHOLHYH�KHłV�ZKR�KH�
said he was? How we answer these questions is the Continental 
'LYLGH�RI�KLVWRU\��<RX�FDQłW�EH�QHXWUDO��1R�RQH�LV�QHXWUDO�DERXW�
Jesus, even if they pretend to be so. He divides us all. 

I often even wonder about those of us today who call ourselves 
believers. How would we respond to him if he showed up today 
as he did then? Where would we be in this story? We shouldn’t 
EH�WRR�TXLFN�WR�DQVZHU�WKDW�TXHVWLRQ��5HPHPEHU��LW�ZDV�WKH�PRVW�
religious people who were the most resistant to him because he 
QHYHU� ğWV� LQWR� RXU� SUHFRQFHLYHG� LGHDV�� ,Q�ZKDW�ZD\V� KDYH�ZH�

PDGH�KLP�LQWR�WKH�LPDJH�RI�RXU�RZQ�WZHQW\�ğUVW�FHQWXU\�YHU-
sion of Evangelical Christianity? 

'RURWK\�6D\HUV�VDLG�DERXW�-HVXV��Ń7KH�GRJPD�ZH�ğQG�VR�GXOO��
this terrifying drama of which God is the victim and hero--if this 
is dull, then what, in Heaven’s name, is worthy to be called ex-
citing? The people who hanged Christ never, to do them justice, 
accused him of being a bore--on the contrary, they thought him 
too dynamic to be safe. It has been left for later generations to 
PXIĠH�XS�WKDW�VKDWWHULQJ�SHUVRQDOLW\�DQG�VXUURXQG�KLP�ZLWK�DQ�
DWPRVSKHUH�RI�WHGLXP��:H�KDYH�YHU\�HIğFLHQWO\�SDUHG�WKH�FODZV�
RI�WKH�/LRQ�RI�-XGDK��FHUWLğHG�KLP�ŁPHHN�DQG�PLOG�ł�DQG�UHFRP-
PHQGHG�KLP�DV�D�ğWWLQJ�KRXVHKROG�SHW�IRU�SDOH�FXUDWHV�DQG�SLRXV�
old ladies. Those who knew him, however ... objected to him as 
D�GDQJHURXV�ğUHEUDQG�ń

Jesus has issued an invitation in this passage. It’s an invitation 
H[WHQGHG�WR�DOO��Ń:KRHYHU���ń���,WłV�IRU�WKH�UHOLJLRXV�DQG�WKH�LUUH-
ligious. The insiders and the outsiders. It’s for skeptical younger 
brothers like James, Joseph, Simon and Jude and set-in-stone 
octogenarians like Nicodemus. It’s an invitation to come to him 
DV�WKH�IXOğOOPHQW�RI�DOO�WKH�)HDVW�RI�7DEHUQDFOHV�DQWLFLSDWHG��+HłV�
the source of living water. He was poured out upon the altar so 
we would never have to thirst again. We just have to come to 
KLP�DQG�GULQN��:K\�LV�WKDW�VR�GLIğFXOW�IRU�VRPH�RI�XV"�/LNH�WKH�
FURZG�LQ�Y������DUH�ZH�DIUDLG"�'R�ZH�UHDOO\�ZDQW�WR�GR�WKH�ZLOO�RI�
God? Are we still judging by outward appearances?  

In C.S Lewis’ The Chronicles of Narnia there’s a powerful scene in 
ZKLFK�-LOO�ğUVW�PHHWV�$VODQ�WKH�JUHDW�OLRQ�E\�D�VWUHDP��Ń$UH�\RX�
QRW� WKLUVW\"ń�VDLG� WKH�/LRQ�� Ń,łP�G\LQJ�RI� WKLUVW�ń� VDLG�-LOO�� Ń7KHQ�
GULQN�ń� VDLG� WKH�/LRQ�� Ń0D\� ,ŌFRXOG� ,ŌZRXOG�\RX�PLQG�JRLQJ�
DZD\�ZKLOH�,�GR"ń�VDLG�-LOO��7KH�/LRQ�DQVZHUHG�WKLV�RQO\�E\�D�ORRN�
DQG� D� YHU\� ORZ�JURZO�b $V� -LOO� JD]HG� DW� LWV�PRWLRQOHVV� EXON�� VKH�
realized that she might as well have asked the whole mountain 
to move aside for her convenience. The delicious rippling noise 
RI�WKH�VWUHDP�ZDV�GULYLQJ�KHU�FUD]\��Ń:LOO�\RX�SURPLVH�QRW�WR�GR�
DQ\WKLQJ�WR�PH��LI�,�GR�FRPH"ń�VDLG�-LOO��Ń,�PDNH�QR�SURPLVH�ń�VDLG�
the Lion.  

In Aslan’s answer, we see that Jesus, the Lion of Judah, holds out 
his kingly offer of living water to all of us, but he’ll not be de-
clawed. Like Jill, we must believe him and trust him.

This manuscript represents the bulk of what was preached at CPC. For further detail, 
please refer to the audio recording of this sermon.


