
There are things in our culture that are morally acceptable and 
some things that are morally unacceptable. Let’s use the color 
EODFN�WR�GHğQH�WKLQJV�FRQVLGHUHG�D�VLQŌPRUDOO\�XQDFFHSWDEOH��
DQG� ZKLWH� WR� GHğQH� WKLQJV� JRRGŌPRUDOO\� DFFHSWDEOH�� /HWłV�
start with the easy ones: murder (black); feeding the homeless 
(white); adultery (black); sponsoring a child with Compassion 
International (white); stealing a car (black); helping your 
neighbor mow their lawn (white); pornography (black); volun-
teering at school (white); lying (black); making an Operation 
Christmas Child shoebox (white). 

7KHVH�WRSLFV�DUH�HDVLO\�LGHQWLğHG�DV�HLWKHU�EODFN�RU�ZKLWH�LQ�RXU�
FXOWXUH��EXW�ZKDW�LI�ZH�PDNH�WKH�VXEMHFW�D�ELW�KDUGHU��WKH�VSHHG�
limit is 65 MPH and you’re going 71 MPH (gray). Most of us 
FRXOG�ğQG�D�ZD\�WR�UDWLRQDOL]H�RXU�EHKDYLRU�VR�ZH�FDOO�LW�D�JUD\�
area. “Borrowing” a pen from work (gray). We call it borrowing 
but really it’s stealing because there is no intent to return it. Let’s 
VD\�D�KRPHOHVV�SHUVRQ� WUHVSDVVHV� WR�ğQG�VKHOWHU� IURP�WKH� UDLQ�
IRU�WKH�QLJKW��JUD\���,Q�UHDOLW\�WKH�SHUVRQ�LV�WUHVSDVVLQJ��VR�GR�ZH�
consider it a violation of the law?

It’s interesting how some of these topics are so black and white 
WR�XV��EXW�ZKHQ�ZH�EHJDQ�WR�YHQWXUH�LQ�WKH�JUD\�]RQH�LW�EHFRPHV�
PRUH� GLIğFXOW�� :HłUH� FRPIRUWDEOH� FDOOLQJ� PDQ\� WKLQJV� LQ� OLIH�
morally acceptable or unacceptable but where do we draw the 
OLQH�WR�WKH�JUD\�]RQH"�,łP�QRW�VD\LQJ�WKHUH�DUH�QR�JUD\�DUHDV�LQ�
life but how come we so often turn what is black and white into 
gray? Throughout John’s letter we’ve seen the Apostle write to 
us about living in the light. Open your Bible to 1 John 2:28 and 
OHWłV�VHH�KRZ�-RKQ�GHğQHV�WKH�OLIH�RI�D�&KULVWLDQ�XVLQJ�YHU\�EODFN�
and white terms.

Awaiting Christ’s Future Return
John says there are three basic ways to test if someone is 
D�EHOLHYHU�� WKH�UHODWLRQVKLS�WHVWŌGR�WKH\� ORYH�WKRVH�DURXQG�
WKHP��WKH�GRFWULQH�WHVWŌGR�WKH\�KDYH�WKH�ULJKW�EHOLHIV��DQG�
the moral test–are they living the right life. In our passage 
this morning John is going to touch on the moral test of right 
living for a believer.

And now, dear children, continue in him, so that 
ZKHQ� KH� DSSHDUV� ZH� PD\� EH� FRQğGHQW� DQG� XQ-
ashamed before him at his coming.

If you know that he is righteous, you know that 
everyone who does what is right has been born of 
him.

See what great love the Father has lavished on 
us, that we should be called children of God! And 
that is what we are! The reason the world does not 
know us is that it did not know him. Dear friends, 
now we are children of God, and what we will be 
has not yet been made known. But we know that 
when Christ appears, we shall be like him, for we 
shall see him as he is. All who have this hope in 
him purify themselves, just as he is pure (1 John 
2:28–3:3).

2QFH�DJDLQ�ZH�VHH�-RKQ�DGGUHVV�WKH�UHDGHUV�DV�ŃGHDU�FKLOGUHQ�ń�
his favorite greeting. Immediately we’re reminded to continue 
in Him which most likely is a reference to the end of verse 27 
where John encouraged us to remain in Him. As John has al-
UHDG\�VKDUHG��WKH�VHFUHW�RI�&KULVWLDQ�SHUVHYHUDQFH�LV�WR�UHPDLQ�
LQ�+LP��1RZ�ZH�ğQDOO\�FRPH� WR� WKH�QHZ�WRSLFŌWKH�UHWXUQ�RI�
Jesus Christ.  

God’s children are actively waiting for the return of Jesus 
&KULVW�� LWłV�D�PDMRU�SDUW�RI�RXU�EHOLHI��:H�GRQłW�NQRZ�ZKHQ�LW�
will happen but it’s what we’ve put our hope in. As John ad-
dresses this topic he hones in on the fact that when Christ 
returns there are only two responses available. Those who 
continue following Christ will not be ashamed at His return. In 
RWKHU�ZRUGV��WKH\�ZLOO�KDYH�OLYHG�WKHLU�OLIH�LQ�WKH�OLJKW�DQG�ZLOO�
EH�FRQğGHQW�RI�WKHLU�VWDQGLQJ�DW�+LV�UHWXUQ��2Q�WKH�RWKHU�KDQG��
those who do not live their life for Christ will shrink back in 
shame at His second coming. The bottom line here is: The Lord 
-HVXV�LV�JRLQJ�WR�DSSHDU��:H�VKDOO�HLWKHU�PHHW�+LP�ZLWK�MR\�RU�
VKDPH�� DQWLFLSDWLRQ�RU� UHJUHW�� 7KH�ZD\�ZH� OLYH�RXU� OLIH� WRGD\�
will dictate our response at His second coming.

We have an abrupt change of person from verse 28 to 29; John 
shifts from speaking about Christ to speaking about God the 
Father. Those who do what is right have been born of God the 
Father. John changes up his use of language here from “dear 
FKLOGUHQń�WR�ŃFKLOGUHQ�RI�*RG�ń�5LJKW�KHUH�&KULVWLDQV�DUH�GHğQHG�
as Children of God who have been lavished with love from the 
Father. What would change in your life if you really believed you 
were a child of God?  Take time to allow this love of the Father to 
sink into your daily life; allow the force of this to penetrate your 
HQWLUH�EHLQJ��6WDQG�LQ�DPD]HPHQW�DW�WKH�ORYH�*RG�KDV�ODYLVKHG�
RQ�\RX��VWDQGLQJ�EUHDWKOHVV�DVNLQJ��Ń:KDW�NLQG�RI�ORYH�LV�WKLV"ń

John keeps reminding us what we are is children of God and what 
we will soon be will be made known at His return. Now John’s 
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words don’t mean we’re oblivious about the return of Christ or 
our future state. Of course we don’t know the date of Christ’s 
return or all the details of heaven. But we do know that on the 
last day we shall be like Christ and spend eternity with Him. We 
know this world has an end point and history is working itself 
towards the climax when Jesus will appear. It’s like the Fourth of 
July; everything we do builds to the anticipation of a spectacular 
ğUHZRUNV�VKRZ��NHHSLQJ�RXU�H\HV�ğ[HG�WRZDUGV�WKH�KHDYHQV��

%HFDXVH� RI� WKLV� DQWLFLSDWLRQ� ZH� SXULI\� RXUVHOYHV�� ZH� DFWLYHO\�
purge our lives of sin in expectation of Christ’s second coming. 
We allow no shadows to obstruct the light of Christ in our lives. 
7KLV�QHHG�WR�SXULI\�RXUVHOYHV��-RKQ�GHVFULEHV�LQ�YHUVH����LV�EDVHG�
RQ�WKH�WKUHH�HYHQWV�DOUHDG\�PHQWLRQHGŌ&KULVWłV�DSSHDULQJ��RXU�
VHHLQJ�+LP��DQG�RXU�EHFRPLQJ�OLNH�+LP��

When I was a high school pastor I met a young freshman named 
Kurt. He was the kind of boy the girls loved; good looking with 
a great smile. Shortly after taking leadership of the high school 
PLQLVWU\�.XUW�MRLQHG�P\�VPDOO�JURXS�DQG�ZH�VSHQW�ORWV�RI�WLPH�
WRJHWKHU�� :H� ZRXOG� JR� VQRZERDUGLQJ�� ZDNH� ERDUGLQJ�� FOLII�
MXPSLQJ�DQG�RI�FRXUVH�VWXG\�WKH�%LEOH�WRJHWKHU��.XUW�HYHQWXDOO\�
JUDGXDWHG�KLJK� VFKRRO� DQG�KHDGHG�RII� WR� FROOHJH��2QH�ZLQWHU��
ZKHQ�.XUW�ZDV�EDFN�RQ�EUHDN��ZH�ZHQW�VQRZERDUGLQJ��2Q�WKH�
drive home I was talking with Kurt about life and how college was 
going. Kurt was probably anticipating the question to come from 
me; it was a question I asked all my small group boys regularly. 
Finally I asked Kurt how he was doing with his sexual purity. Even 
WKRXJK�DOO�WKH�JLUOV�ORYHG�.XUW��KH�PDGH�D�FRPPLWPHQW�WR�&KULVW�
to remain pure and I had kept him accountable. I was thrilled 
when he told me he was sticking to his commitment and waiting 
until marriage. Kurt wasn’t maintaining sexual purity because 
the opportunity hadn’t been presented to him; Kurt maintained 
sexual purity so he could be found pure at Christ’s return.

&KULVWLDQV�ZKR� ğ[� WKHPVHOYHV� RQ� &KULVWłV� UHWXUQ�ZLOO� ğJKW� IRU�
moral purity. Moral purity isn’t seen solely in external decisions. 
In Paul’s second letter to the church at Corinth he wrote this 
encouragement to remain pure. “Therefore, since we have these 
promises, dear friends, let us purify ourselves from everything 
that contaminates body and spirit, perfecting holiness out of 
reverence for God” (2 Cor. 7:1). The encouragement is to purify 
RXUVHOYHV�IURP�HYHU\WKLQJ��WKLV�UHIHUV�WR�WKH�GHVLUHV�RI�WKH�ĠHVK�
and the desires of the heart. A few weeks ago I preached on 1 
John 2:16 where John warns us about loving the world. The 
things John presents as sin struggles are seen visibly and are also 
hidden in our heart.

&KLOGUHQ�RI�*RG�DUH�D�5HĠHFWLRQ�RI�WKH�)DWKHU
-RKQ�KDV�JLYHQ�XV�KLV�ğUVW�DUJXPHQW�IRU�WKH�QHHG�RI�KRO\�OLYLQJ��
since Christians await Christ’s return. John now turns his atten-
WLRQ�WR�&KULVWłV�ğUVW�DSSHDUDQFH�

Everyone who sins breaks the law; in fact, sin is 
lawlessness. But you know that he appeared so 
that he might take away our sins. And in him is no 
sin. No one who lives in him keeps on sinning. No 
one who continues to sin has either seen him or 
known him (1 John 3:4–6).

It makes sense he would address the fact that a person who 
claims to be a Christian must have a clean break with sin. How 
FRXOG�D�FKLOG�RI�*RG�EH�FRPIRUWDEOH�ZLWK�VLQ"�,WłV�QRW�MXVW�WKH�IDFW�
WKDW� VLQ�PDQLIHVWV� LWVHOI� LQ�EODWDQW�GLVUHJDUG� IRU�*RGłV� ODZ��EXW�
the very nature of sin is lawlessness. Lawlessness is the essence 
RI�VLQ��QRW�WKH�SURGXFW�RI�VLQ�

Since sin is rooted in lawless and destructive behavior we needed 
a solution for the penalty of sin. The solution God came up with 
ZDV�D�UDGLFDO�SODQ��+H�ZRXOG�VHQG�+LV�6RQ��+LV�RQH�DQG�RQO\�6RQ�
-HVXV�&KULVW��WR�HDUWK�WR�DEROLVK�VLQ��-HVXV�ZRXOG�OLYH�DV�D�SHUIHFW�
KXPDQ�QRW�FRPPLWWLQJ�RQH�VLQ��DQG�WKH�SXUSRVH�IRU�WKLV�ZDV�WR�
take away our sins by His death on the cross. Now the only way 
the atonement of Christ works is if He never sins; if Christ were 
to commit one sin the whole plan was a bust. Only someone 
who was sinless Himself would be able to atone for the sins of 
others. God’s plan was drastic but because God loves His children 
so much He was willing to do whatever it takes to restore the 
broken relationship.

John’s logic continues in his argument for right moral living. 
&KULVW�DSSHDUHG�WR�WDNH�DZD\�RXU�VLQV��WKHUHIRUH�ZH�PXVW�VWRS�
sinning since we are now children of God. The believer has to 
ZUHVWOH�ZLWK�WKH�IDFW�WKDW�ZHłUH�FKLOGUHQ�RI�*RG��EXW�ZHłUH�DOVR�
children of our earthly fathers and throughout our lives we’ve 
learned lessons from both of them. For most of us it’s probably 
VDIH�WR�VD\�WKH� OHVVRQV�ZH� OHDUQHG�IURP�RXU�HDUWKO\� IDWKHUV��DW�
D�\RXQJ�DJH�� VWXFN�ZLWK�XV� WR�RXU� WHHQDJH�\HDUV�DQG�ZHOO� LQWR�
adulthood. We’d rather have the lessons from God rooted in our 
lives but the lessons from our earthly fathers sneak back in every 
now and then.

We could spend hours on what we’ve learned from our fathers 
but let’s narrow in on one illustration I learned from my dad: 
driving. Coming from a broken home I spent many hours in the 
FDU�ZLWK�P\�GDG��GULYLQJ�EDFN�DQG�IRUWK�IURP�P\�PRPłV�KRXVH�
every other weekend. As a young boy I witnessed numerous 
driving examples from both my parents but the ones from my 
GDG� VHHPHG� WR� VWLFN�ZLWK�PH�� ,� OHDUQHG� WKDW� LWłV� RN� WR� VSHHG��
MXVW�DV� ORQJ�DV� WKHUH�DUH�QR�FRSV�DURXQG�� ,� OHDUQHG� WKDW�ZKHQ�
a car cuts you off it’s ok to yell in anger. I learned a few choice 
words you can say to other people when they “get in your way.” 
3OHDVH�GRQłW�KHDU�PH�MXVW�EDVKLQJ�P\�GDG��KH�WDXJKW�PH�SRVLWLYH�
driving lessons also but it seems the negative ones stuck more 
in my mind.

Fast forward from the young boy in the backseat to the man 
ZKR� MXVW�JUDGXDWHG� �%LEOH�&ROOHJH��$W� WKH�DJH�RI���� ,� WRRN�P\�



ğUVW�SDVWRUDO� UROH�DW�D�FKXUFK�SODQW� LQ�(QFLQLWDV��&$��2QH�GD\� ,�
was driving home from work and preparing to merge onto the 
freeway. My onramp was one of those large onramps with two 
lanes that merged into one before merging onto the freeway. 
This day there was a car next to me and we were pretty even 
entering the freeway when out of nowhere he cut me off in 
WKH�PHUJH��2XW�RI�QRZKHUH�P\�OHIW�KDQG�ĠHZ�RXW�RI�P\�WUXFN�
ZLQGRZ�ZLWK�P\�PLGGOH�ğQJHU�H[WHQGHG�WR�WKH�IXOOHVW��DV�,�WROG�
this person I thought they were number one in my book. I was 
DVKDPHG�� HPEDUUDVVHG�� ,� ZDQWHG� WR� TXLW� EHLQJ� D� SDVWRU�� ,łP�
KDSS\�WR�DGPLW�WR�\RX�WKDW�,�KDYHQłW�VWXFN�P\�PLGGOH�ğQJHU�XS�
like that in over nine years.

Where did this behavior come from? I learned this behavior 
from those around me in my youth; the behavior from my dad 
and friends was now being repeated in my life as a Christian. 
7KLV�VLQ�LV�QRW�RQO\�YLVLEOH�DFWLRQV��OLNH�P\�GULYLQJ�VWRU\��EXW�DW-
WLWXGHV�RI� RXU�KHDUW�� 7KH� 3URSKHW� -HUHPLDK� VDLG�� “The heart is 
deceitful about all things and beyond cure. Who can understand 
it?” (Jeremiah 17:9). 

Thankfully John explains this to us and we become aware that no 
one who lives in Him keeps on sinning. No one who continues to 
sin has either seen Him or known Him. This is pretty strong lan-
guage in regards to our actions. Before you close your ears and 
start questioning your salvation let me clarify. John’s not saying 
WKH�&KULVWLDQ�ZLOO�QHYHU�VLQ�DJDLQ��EXW�KH� LV� VD\LQJ� WKH�FKLOG�RI�
*RG�LV�QRZ�D�UHĠHFWLRQ�RI�WKH�IDWKHU�DQG�QR�ORQJHU�UHPDLQV�LQ�
KDELWXDO��XQUHSHQWHG��VLQ��$QRWKHU�ZD\�ZH�FRXOG�VD\�WKLV�LV�

Children of God Strive to Live a Holy Life
How true is this! Children of God are striving to live a holy life; 
not that we’re perfect at this but we’re striving. The theological 
WHUP�ZH�XVH�IRU�WKLV�LV�VDQFWLğFDWLRQ��6DQFWLğFDWLRQ�LQ�D�VQLSSHW�
means to be set apart. The Christian is set apart from the sec-
ular and sinful life so they can be used for the holy purposes of 
God. I imagine you can look back on your life and see the sanc-
tifying work of Christ. Maybe you gave your life to Christ as a 
WHHQDJHU�DQG�\RX�RQFH�SUDFWLFHG�WKH�UXOH�RI�D�Ń&DOLIRUQLD�VWRS�ń�
but since then you’ve changed. Maybe as a college student you 
once cheated on tests but as a sophomore you accepted Christ 
DQG�ZHUH�FRQVFLRXV�VWULFNHQ�VR�\RX�VWRSSHG�FKHDWLQJ�\RXU�MXQLRU�
\HDU��0D\EH�\RX�RQFH�SUDFWLFHG�FRKDELWDWLRQ�ZLWK�\RXU�VLJQLğ-
cant other but Christ convicted you and you’ve since stopped. 

7KH�H[WHUQDO�H[DPSOHV�DUH�HDVLO\� LGHQWLğHG�EXW�FHUWDLQ� VLQV�ZH�
FRQVWDQWO\� VWUXJJOH� ZLWK� LQWHUQDOO\�� )RU� H[DPSOH�� WKHUHłV� WKH�
SHUVRQ�ZKR�NHHSV� DOO� WKH� UXOHV�EXW� MHDORXV\� LV� UDPSDQW� LQ�KHU�
heart. Then we have the believer struggling with coveting who 
FRQVWDQWO\�LPDJLQHV�ZKDW�WKHLU�OLIH�ZRXOG�EH�OLNH�LI�WKH\�KDG�MXVW�
married so and so. Finally we come to the man who on the out-
side appears to have his life in order but greed has its ugly hands 

HQWUHQFKHG�LQ�KLV�KHDUW��7KLV�LV�MXVW�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�RI�WKH�OLVW��WKH�
invisible struggles are also what Christ came to sanctify us from!

This morning your habitual sin may be visible to all or hidden 
GHHS� LQ�\RXU� VRXO�� HLWKHU�ZD\�� ,� WKLQN� -RKQ� LV�HQFRXUDJLQJ�\RX�
to continue in the process; to continue to identify areas in your 
OLIH�ZKHUH�VLQ�LV�UXOLQJ�DQG�DGGUHVV�LW��$V�WKH�PHVVDJH�EXLOGV��WKH�
ORJLFDO�FRQFOXVLRQ�ZRXOG�EH�ZH�FDQQRW�H[SHFW�WR�EH�FRQğGHQW�LQ�
the day of Christ’s return if we continue to live in unrepentant 
VLQ��7KH�TXHVWLRQ�ZH�QHHG�WR�DVN�RXUVHOYHV�LVŌ:KHUH�DUH�WKHUH�
areas of my life I have unrepentant sin?

Children of God Live a Righteous Life
John’s next thought follows a similar pattern from what we’ve 
MXVW�VHHQ��1RZ�-RKQ�WXUQV�RXU�DWWHQWLRQ�WR�WKH�SXUSRVH�RI�&KULVWłV�
ğUVW�FRPLQJ��ZKLFK�ZDV�WR�UHPRYH�VLQ�DQG�GHVWUR\�WKH�ZRUN�RI�
WKH�GHYLO��+H�EHJLQV�ZLWK�WKH�VHULRXVQHVV�RI�VLQ��FRQWLQXHV�ZLWK�
Christ’s impact on our lives and ends with an encouragement to 
continue living a life of holiness.

Dear children, do not let anyone lead you astray. 
The one who does what is right is righteous, just 
as he is righteous. The one who does what is sinful 
is of the devil, because the devil has been sinning 
from the beginning. The reason the Son of God 
appeared was to destroy the devil’s work. No one 
who is born of God will continue to sin, because 
God’s seed remains in them; they cannot go on 
sinning, because they have been born of God. This 
is how we know who the children of God are and 
who the children of the devil are: Anyone who 
does not do what is right is not God’s child, nor is 
anyone who does not love their brother and sister 
(1 John 3:7–10).

From everything we’ve read up till now we can clearly see John is 
drawing a series of pictures of two drastically different groups of 
SHRSOH��FOLPD[LQJ�LQ�YHUVH����

Who is the most vulnerable group of people in the world?  The 
trusting nature of young children make them the perfect targets 
for those who seek to exploit them or lead them astray. Right 
QRZ�WKH�LQWHUQDWLRQDO� ODERU�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�HVWLPDWHV�WKHUH�WR�EH�
�����PLOOLRQ�FKLOGUHQ�LQ�VODYHU\��7KHVH�IDOVH�WHDFKHUV�ZHUH�GRLQJ�
their best to pull God’s children away from sound doctrine and 
ULJKW� WHDFKLQJ�� -RKQ�GRHV�KLV� EHVW� WR� DVVXUH� WKH�GHDU� FKLOGUHQ��
who are a prime target for the false teachers to lead astray mor-
ally and theologically.

This theme of doing what is right is repeated here several times. 
What does John mean by this and how are we supposed to know 
ZKDW�LV�ULJKW��HVSHFLDOO\�LI�\RXłUH�WKH�RULJLQDO�UHDGHU�EDWWOLQJ�WKH�
lies of the false teachers? Thankfully John has already laid out 
for us what is right throughout this letter. It’s right to be in fel-
ORZVKLS�ZLWK�*RG��ZLWK� RWKHU� EHOLHYHUV�� WR� FRQIHVV� RXU� VLQ�� WR�
REH\�*RGłV� FRPPDQGV�� WR�QRW� ORYH� WKH�ZRUOG�� WR� VWLFN� WR� ULJKW�
GRFWULQH��WR�UHPDLQ�LQ�&KULVW�DQG�WR�QRW�NHHS�VLQQLQJ��7KHVH�DUH�



7KLV�PHVVDJH�IURP�6FULSWXUH�ZDV�SUHDFKHG�RQ�6XQGD\��2FWREHU����������DW�&HQWUDO�3HQLQVXOD�&KXUFK
�����6KHOO�%RXOHYDUG�_�)RVWHU�&LW\�&$�������_��������������_�ZZZ�FSFZHE�RUJ��$GGLWLRQDO�FRSLHV�DYDLODEOH�RQ�UHTXHVW�
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right actions we learned from John that we can apply to our lives 
as we remain in Christ.

7KH�GLIğFXOW\�FRPHV�LQ�YHUVH���ZKHQ�ZH�UHDOL]H�WKH�GHYLO�LV�VWLOO�
around and up to his no good ways. Jesus Christ appeared to de-
VWUR\�WKH�ZRUN�RI�6DWDQ�EXW�ZH�ZRQłW�VHH�WKH�ğQDOLW\�RI�WKDW�XQWLO�
&KULVW�UHWXUQV�DW�+LV�VHFRQG�FRPLQJ�� ,Q�YHUVHV������ZH�DOPRVW�
KDYH�D�PLUURU�LPDJH�RI�YHUVHV������:H�VHH�WKH�UHLWHUDWLRQ�RI�QRW�
OLYLQJ�LQ�KDELWXDO��XQUHSHQWHG�VLQ�EXW�-RKQ�DGGV�WR�WKLV��:KDW�LV�
God’s seed that remains in a Christ follower?  The implication 
we can draw is a new birth. When a person accepts Jesus Christ 
as their Lord and Savior they are born again. This involves them 
acquiring a new nature where the very seed of God is planted 
within us; the life-giving power of God brings a new hope to our 
life. As that seed is watered it grows and changes who we are 
from the inside out. 

This week I had the opportunity to visit San Quentin Prison 
and help teach a preaching class to nine inmates. It seems like 
DQ�R[\PRURQ�WR�VD\�WKLV��EXW�,�ZDV�HQFRXUDJHG�E\�WKH�LQFDUFHU-
DWHG�FKXUFK��,�KDG�DQ�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�VLW�ZLWK�D�PDQŌOHWłV�FDOO�
KLP�-DFNŌZKR�ğYH�PLQXWHV� LQWR�RXU�FRQYHUVDWLRQ�WROG�PH�KH�
has been in prison longer than I’ve been alive. That is a sobering 
thought. While in prison Jack encountered the love of Jesus 
Christ and is patterning his life based on Christ’s return. This 
man was at one time living his life for the devil but God’s seed 
ZDV�SODQWHG�LQ�KLP��ZKLOH�LQ�SULVRQ��DQG�QRZ�KHłV�D�QHZ�PDQ��
He made a shift in his life from being a child of the devil to a child 
of God. He lived a hopeless life in the darkness but now Jack is 
ğOOHG�ZLWK�WKH�KRSH�RI�-HVXV�

&KLOGUHQ�RI�*RG�DUH�LGHQWLğHG�E\�WKH�ZD\�ZH�OLYH�RXU�OLYHV�GLIIHU-
ently. If I wasn’t a child of God what would compel me to drive an 
hour to spend time with men who may never leave San Quentin?  
-RKQ�WHOOV�XV� LQ�YHUVH���� WKDW�FKLOGUHQ�RI�*RG�DUH� LGHQWLğHG�E\�
living right and by loving others. John does not mean “love” as a 

IHHOLQJ�EXW�ORYH�H[SUHVVHG�LQ�FDULQJ��VKDULQJ��KDUG�ZRUN��OR\DOW\��
JHQHURVLW\��EX\LQJ�6WDUEXFNV�IRU�WKHP��ORQJ�VXIIHULQJ��SDWLHQFH��
WHDFKLQJ�� SUD\LQJ� DQG� OLVWHQLQJ��:HłUH� WDONLQJ� DERXW� ORYH� DV� D�
YHUE�� QRW� D� QRXQ�� 7KH� HQFRXUDJLQJ� SDUW� DERXW� WKLV� SDVVDJH� LV�
PDQ\�RI�\RX�DUH�OLYLQJ�ULJKW�OLYHV��\RX�KXQJHU�IRU�VRXQG�WHDFKLQJ�
and your actions express your love for others. We should be en-
couraged from this message. 

:H�QRZ�ğQG�RXUVHOYHV�LQ�D�VSRW�WR�ORRN�EDFN�RYHU�WKH�HQWLUH�SDV-
VDJH��RYHU�WKH����YHUVHV�ZH�GLVFXVVHG�WKLV�PRUQLQJ�ZKHUH�-RKQ�
laid out the moral test for us. Every message requires a different 
response from each of us. Let me start with the person who is 
here this morning who is curious about God. If you haven’t yet 
DFFHSWHG�&KULVW�DV�\RXU�SHUVRQDO�VDYLRU�� ,�ZDQW�WR�LQYLWH�\RX�WR�
become a child of God this morning. Take some time during our 
next worship song to have a conversation with God where you 
FRQIHVV� \RXU� VLQ� DQG� SOHGJH� \RXU� DOOHJLDQFH� WR� &KULVW�� SDUWLQJ�
ways with your life of sin and becoming a child of God.

The next response applies to those of us who’ve already made a 
commitment to follow Jesus. Throughout my message I asked 
you three different questions: (1) What would change in your 
life if you really believed you were a child of God? (2) Are there 
DUHDV�LQ�\RXU�OLIH�ZKHUH�\RX�KDYH�XQUHSHQWDQW�VLQ"�����+RZ�DUH�
you doing at living a right life and loving others? 

:LOO�\RX�SRQGHU�WKHVH�WKLV�ZHHN"�,I�&KULVWłV�ğUVW�DSSHDUDQFH�ZDV�
to take away our sins and destroy the work of the devil and in His 
VHFRQG�FRPLQJ�ZH�ZLOO�VHH�+LP�DQG�EH�OLNH�+LP��KRZ�WKHQ�FRXOG�
a Christian go on sinning?  To continue in a life of sin would deny 
the purpose of both His appearances and diminish our hope as 
Christ followers. We have the hope of the world living in us. Let’s 
shine as the light of the world.

This manuscript represents the bulk of what was preached at CPC. For further detail, 
please refer to the audio recording of this sermon.


