
Happy 5 Year Anniversary CPC North! Can we thank God right 

now for his faithfulness over the years? Even though the 49ers 

are playing, there is no other place I’d rather be and I really mean 

that! I love you guys so much. It’s such a privilege and an honor 

to be considered one of your pastors. It truly is a great joy for 

me to serve you. I want to thank our elders who truly seek the 

will of God for this church. I want to thank our staff from all 

WKUHH�FDPSXVHV�ZKR�DUH�FKHHULQJ�IRU�XV�WRGD\�b,łP�JUDWHIXO�IRU�
our Central Support team who serves us behind the scenes every 

ZHHN�b,�HVSHFLDOO\�ZDQW�WR�WKDQN�WKH�1RUWK�&DPSXV�VWDII�ZKR�SXW�
up with me and work tirelessly to serve the Lord and you as well. 

I want to thank every single one of our volunteers who serve our 

church simply because they love Jesus. Also, a big thank you to 

the Millbrae Lions for breakfast!

,�ZDQW�XV�WR�ORRN�DW�WKH�ğUVW�FKDSWHU�RI�WKH�ERRN�RI�-RVKXD�b

After the death of Moses the servant of the LORD, 
the LORD said to Joshua son of Nun, Moses’ aide: 
“Moses my servant is dead. Now then, you and all 
these people, get ready to cross the Jordan River 
into the land I am about to give to them—to the 
Israelites. I will give you every place where you 
set your foot, as I promised Moses. Your terri-
tory will extend from the desert to Lebanon, and 
from the great river, the Euphrates—all the Hittite 
country—to the Mediterranean Sea in the west. 
No one will be able to stand against you all the 
days of your life. As I was with Moses, so I will be 
with you; I will never leave you nor forsake you. 
Be strong and courageous, because you will lead 
these people to inherit the land I swore to their 
ancestors to give them (Joshua 1:1–6).

Joshua Believed God Always Keeps His Promises
As I was praying and thinking about what to preach on for our 

5 year anniversary, I just happened to be reading the book of 

Joshua in my own personal time with the Lord. I was struck 

with this man, his mission and the faith he demonstrated at an 

incredibly important time in the history of Israel. Leadership is 

DOO�DERXW�LQĠXHQFH��,I�\RX�DUH�D�OHDGHU�DQG�QR�RQH�LV�IROORZLQJ�
you, then as John Maxwell says, “He who thinketh he leadeth 

and hath no one following him is only taking a walk.” Joshua 

ZDV� D� JUHDW� OHDGHU� DQG� KDG� JUHDW� LQĠXHQFH�� EXW� KRZ� GLG� KH�
get it? Where did his maturity and courage come from? Why 

would God choose this man to lead his people at a really im-

portant crossroads for the nation of Israel? What about us? Do 

you want to be a great leader? Is there something happening 

in your life where you need great courage? Do you need to be 

encouraged this morning? In these verses we’ll get answers to 

DOO�WKRVH�TXHVWLRQV�b

Let’s try for a moment to get into the mindset and thinking of 

Joshua. The great patriarch and leader of Israel, Moses, is dead. 

This was a time of crisis and transition for a nation. Israel has 

been wandering in the desert for 40 years because of their dis-

obedience. An entire generation of people have died off and a 

QHZ� JHQHUDWLRQ� DUH� ğQDOO\� UHDG\� WR� HQWHU� WKH� 3URPLVHG� /DQG��
-RVKXD�LV�WKH�QHZO\�FKRVHQ�OHDGHU�ZKR�KDV�WR�ğOO�ELJ�OHDGHUVKLS�
shoes. He’s replacing Moses of all people! It was Moses who lead 

God’s people out of slavery in Egypt. It was Moses who raised 

his staff to part the Red Sea. It was Moses who received the Ten 

Commandments. But, guess who was there right beside Moses 

WKH�HQWLUH�WLPH"�-RVKXD�b

Joshua was not only a great military leader and spy, he was 

0RVHVł�DLGH��-RVKXD�ZDV�0RVHVł�ULJKW�KDQG�PDQ��+H�VDZ�ğUVW�
hand all the miraculous events recorded in Exodus. Joshua 

ZDV�WKHUH�ZKHQ�WKH�ğUVW�)LYH�%RRNV�RI�WKH�%LEOH�ZHUH�ZULWWHQ��
Joshua got to see great leadership in action in Moses. In all of 

this, God was ultimately preparing Joshua for his new role. As 

you think about your own situation, maybe God has you right 

where he wants you. You may not like it, but God is preparing 

you for something greater than what you are doing now. 

Joshua reminds us to be faithful in small things and let God 

WDNH�FDUH�RI�WKH�UHVW��b

After the death of Moses, God speaks directly to Joshua. I love 

KRZ�WKH�ğUVW�SHUVRQ�ZH�KHDU�IURP�LQ�WKLV�ERRN�LV�WKH�/RUG��WKH�
Great I Am. The Lord gives Joshua a really important pre-game 

speech. I am sure Jim Harbaugh went into that locker room 

WRGD\�DQG�ğUHG�XS�WKH�SOD\HUV�JHWWLQJ�WKHP�UHDG\�IRU�WKH�JDPH��
But God’s speech is much different. What Joshua needed was 

not advice but encouragement and that’s what we see God do 

ğUVW��+H�UHPLQGV�-RVKXD�RI�KLV�WUDFN�UHFRUG�RI�IDLWKIXOQHVV��*RG�
helps Joshua to remember all the great promises he’s made in 

WKH�SDVW�DQG�KLV�SODQV�WR�IXOğOO�WKHP��+H�SURPLVHV�-RVKXD�WKUHH�
LPSRUWDQW�WKLQJV�b

)LUVW��*RG� SURPLVHV� ODQG�� ,VUDHO�ZDV� JRLQJ� WR� FURVV� WKH� -RUGDQ�
River and take all the land God has been promising them for cen-

turies. This is the land that has been promised to Abraham, Isaac, 

-DFRE�DQG�0RVHV��)LQDOO\��WKH\�ZLOO�HQWHU�WKH�ODQG��6HFRQG��*RG�
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promises Joshua victory. Remember, there were people living in 

WKDW�ODQG�DQG�WKH\�ZHUH�QRW�JRLQJ�WR�JLYH�LW�XS�ZLWKRXW�D�ğJKW��
Israel was not an impressive army of warriors. They would come 

DJDLQVW�PLJKW\�QDWLRQV��7KH\�QHHGHG�*RG�WR�ğJKW�RQ�EHKDOI�RI�
KLV�SHRSOH��)LQDOO\��*RG�SURPLVHG�KLV�SUHVHQFH��*RG�SURPLVHG�WR�
be with Joshua and Israel throughout it all. He said he’d never 

leave nor forsake him. We know from the rest of the book of 

Joshua that God answered every single one of his promises. 

Israel entered the Promised Land, they were given victory, and 

*RG�ZDV�ZLWK�-RVKXD�XQWLO�KLV�GHDWK�b

A friend of mine recently told me about a new initiative called, 

“Because I said I would.” According to their website, “Because 

,� VDLG� ,� ZRXOGń� LV� D� VRFLDO� PRYHPHQW� DQG� QRQSURğW� RUJDQL]D-

tion dedicated to bettering humanity through the power of a 

promise. To encourage positive change and acts of kindness, they 

send “promise cards” to anywhere in the world at no cost. People 

use these cards to remember the importance of their word, 

for promises both big and small. They have sent over 150,000 

promise cards to over 48 different countries by request only. 

Here are some examples of how the cards have been used:

Ŋ�,�ZLOO�DOZD\V�ğJKW�KHURLQ�

» I will sincerely compliment one person each day.

» I will donate a kidney to my brother London.

Ŋ�,�ZLOO�ğQLVK�P\�KDOI�PDUDWKRQ�LQ�OHVV�WKDQ�������KRXUV�

Isn’t that a great idea? A simple business card reads, Because I 

said I would. Then you write your promise on the card and keep 

LW�DV�D�UHPLQGHU�b

)RU� WKRVH� RI� XV� ZKR� DUH� IROORZHUV� RI� -HVXV� &KULVW�� ZH� VKRXOG�
make cards that say, “Because He said He would.” The Bible is 

full of promises God has made to his children. Unfortunately 

many of us don’t know them or we tend to forget the ones we do 

know. It’s really important to keep your promises, but we serve a 

God who always keeps his promises. There’s a book I keep in my 

library. It’s Dr. Herbert Lockyer’s timeless Christian classic, All The 
Promises Of The Bible. In the introduction, here is what he writes: 

“It has been computed that there are 30,000 Bible promises. No 

indication is given as to how this colossal number is reached. 

$OWRJHWKHU��WKHUH�DUH��������YHUVHV�PDNLQJ�XS�WKH�%LEOH���������
verses compromising the Old Testament, and 7,959—the New 

7HVWDPHQW���6FDWWHUHG�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�%LEOH�DUH�KXQGUHGV�RI�GHğ-

nite explicit promises forming the category Peter names as ‘the 

exceeding great and precious promises’ (II Peter 1:4).”

Joshua believed God always keeps his promises. God promises 

the land and victory to Joshua and Israel but the people must 

act and take it. Jesus promised to build his church, but we must 

act and participate in his plan. Thankfully, 5 years ago, by faith, 

we trusted in God’s promise to build his church and started CPC 

North right here at Mills High School. Are you foolish enough to 

believe the promises of God? What promises of God do you need 

WR�KROG�RQWR�DQG�EHOLHYH�LQ�WKLV�1HZ�<HDU"b

Joshua Believed in the Power of Obeying God’s 
Word
Joshua not only believed in God’s promises, he believed in the 

power of obeying God’s Word. Look with me at verses 7–9,

“Be strong and very courageous. Be careful to obey 
all the law my servant Moses gave you; do not turn 
from it to the right or to the left, that you may be 
successful wherever you go. Keep this Book of the 
Law always on your lips; meditate on it day and 
night, so that you may be careful to do everything 
written in it. Then you will be prosperous and suc-
cessful. Have I not commanded you? Be strong 
and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be dis-
couraged, for the LORD your God will be with you 
wherever you go.”

In these verses, after some much needed encouragement from 

God, Joshua is commissioned to do three things—know God’s 

Word, meditate on God’s Word, and obey God’s Word. I’m a 

little surprised by that. God doesn’t give him a strategy for en-

tering the land. He doesn’t tell him how he will have victory over 

his enemies. Instead, he’s charged to love God’s Word. The se-

cret to Joshua’s success was not in his military strategies or in 

his leadership capabilities, although he was strong in both. His 

secret sauce was the Word of God. Joshua made understanding 

and applying the Scriptures, more than anything else, his number 

RQH�SULRULW\� LQ� OLIH�b �*RG�ZDQWHG� -RVKXD� WR�EH� FRPSOHWHO\� LP-

mersed in the Word of God because whatever shapes a person’s 

thinking shapes their life. God didn’t seem to care about what 

Joshua could do for him; God didn’t need Joshua. What God was 

most concerned about Joshua’s relationship with him. That rela-

WLRQVKLS�ZRXOG�EH�IRUPHG�RQ�WKH�ZULWWHQ�:RUG�b

Like Joshua, any Christian leader will be faced with multiple de-

cisions to obey God’s Word when it’s not popular, doesn’t make 

sense, or just plain scary. The temptation in leadership is always 

to ignore God’s counsel and wisdom thinking we know better. 

Just look at any of the men and women in the Bible who failed 

miserably. All of them fell away from the Word of God. They 

stopped listening to his voice and because of that God did not 

give them success. That’s what we need more of today. Not bril-

liant people or clever new methods, but obedience informed and 

PRWLYDWHG�E\�WKH�OLYLQJ�DQG�DFWLYH�:RUG�RI�*RG�b

It’s also important to understand that just because Joshua obeys 

all God’s instructions does not mean he will succeed. Obeying 

God’s Law perfectly is not the point. That’s exactly what got the 

Pharisees and Sadducees in trouble with Jesus. They loved fol-

lowing rules more than following Jesus. Joshua will succeed be-

cause God is with him, helping him to obey his instructions. See 

the difference? We as followers of Jesus don’t succeed spiritually 



because we obey God’s Law. Jesus enables us and gives us the 

power to live for him. We can’t live the Christian life on our own. 

Unless Joshua makes the meditation and obedience to God’s 

:RUG�KLV�ğUVW�SULRULW\��KH�ZLOO�QRW� VXFFHHG��+LV� OHDGHUVKLS�ZLOO�
IDLO��7KH�VDPH�LV�WUXH�IRU�XV�b

5REHUW�.XSIHUVFKPLG�ZDV� DQ����\HDU�ROG�ZLWK�QR�Ġ\LQJ� H[SH-

rience. However, due to a tragic emergency, he was forced to 

Ġ\�DQ�DLUSODQH��2Q�-XQH�����������KH�DQG�KLV����\HDU�ROG�SLORW�
IULHQG��:HVOH\�6LFNOH��ZHUH�Ġ\LQJ�IURP�,QGLDQDSROLV�WR�0XQFLH��
,QGLDQD��'XULQJ�WKH�ĠLJKW��WKH�SLORW�VOXPSHG�RYHU�DQG�GLHG�DW�WKH�
FRQWUROV��7KH�&HVVQD�����VLQJOH�HQJLQH�SODQH�EHJDQ�WR�QRVH�GLYH�
and Kupferschmid grabbed the controls. He got on the radio and 

pleaded for help.

Nearby were two pilots who heard the call. Mount Comfort 

was the closest airport, and the two pilots gave Kupferschmid 

a steady stream of instructions of climbing, steering—and the 

scariest part—landing. The two experienced pilots circled the 

runway three times before this somewhat frantic and totally in-

experienced pilot was ready to attempt the landing.

Emergency vehicles were called out and ready for what seemed 

like an approaching disaster. Witnesses said the plane’s nose 

nudged the center line and bounced a few times before the tail 

hit the ground. The Cessna ended up in a patch of soggy grass 

QH[W� WR�WKH�UXQZD\��$PD]LQJO\��.XSIHUVFKPLG�ZDV�QRW� LQMXUHG��
Incredible story, isn’t it?

This pilot listened and followed those instructions as if his life de-

pended on it—and it did. Imagine what would take place in the 

lives of believers if we listened to and obeyed the Word of God 

with the same conviction that our lives depended on it. Apostle 

Paul reminded young Timothy, “All Scripture is God-breathed 
and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training 
in righteousness, so that the servant of God may be thoroughly 
equipped for every good work”� ��� 7LP�� ���������� 6WXG\LQJ� WKH�
Bible is essential to walking with God and that is why we want 

everyone who attends CPC to take the E100 challenge. Starting 

on Monday, we will begin reading the Bible together for the next 

100 days. I hope you are making plans to join us. There is more 

information out in the lobby today about E100. Let’s not only 

read God’s Word, we need to apply it. Joshua believed in God’s 

promises, he believed in the power of obeying God’s Word and 

ğQDOO\��KH�EHOLHYHG�*RG�ZRXOG�DOZD\V�EH�ZLWK�KLP�

Joshua Believed God Would Always Be with Him
Three times in this passage God tells Joshua to “be strong and 

courageous” and twice God reminds Joshua he will be with him. 

Joshua was chosen for this mission and he cannot avoid the re-

sponsibility God gave him. Even though Joshua was prepared, 

he was Moses’ aide and a great army general, he still needed 

encouragement! He still needed to hear those words, “Be strong 
and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for 

WKH�/RUG�\RXU�*RG�ZLOO�EH�ZLWK�\RX�ZKHUHYHU�\RX�JR�ńbGeneral 

George Patton once said, “Courage is fear that has said its 

prayers.” Joshua’s strength and courage come from his faith in 

God’s promises, his faith in God’s Word, and because the Lord 

will be with him through it all. When this passage talks about 

being successful, it has nothing to do with worldly wealth or 

worldly success. It has everything to do with accomplishing one’s 

*RG�JLYHQ�PLVVLRQ�RQ�WKLV�HDUWK�b

Jesus promised to be with us too. Listen to his promise again, 

“Then Jesus came to them and said, ‘All authority in heaven and 
on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of 
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything 
I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to 
the very end of the age’” �0DWW�������ŋ�����/LNH�-RVKXD��*RG�KDV�
given us a mission to accomplish. “Go and make disciples.” Then 

Apostle Paul reminds us, “What, then, shall we say in response to 
these things? If God is for us, who can be against us?” (Romans 

8:31). Sure, we’ll have our share of problems and hardships, but 

God is for us! God is with us! Jesus also promised to build his 

FKXUFK�DQG�WKH�JDWHV�RI�KHOO�ZLOO�QRW�RYHUFRPH�LW��0DWW����������
CPC is alive and well because this is his church that he is building, 

not ours. We get to be part of the process by God’s grace, but it’s 

DOO�IRU�KLP�DQG�E\�KLP�b

In his book, Letters to My Children Daniel Taylor responds to a 

series of questions from his young children. At one point his son 

Matthew asks, “Church is getting boring. Why do we have to 

go to church?” Here’s part of Taylor’s reply: Think about it. If a 

friend of yours called and said that a famous athlete or singer 

was going to be at his house, and asked if you wanted to come 

over, wouldn’t you go? And wouldn’t you be excited? Of course! 

And so would I.

Well, church is the place where God will be, every time you go. 

Of course he is with you whether you’re in church or not, but 

he can be there in a special way when many believers gather to 

celebrate him together.

“Sounds great,” I hear you saying, “but then how come you fell 

asleep so much? If God is really there, I mean really there, then 

how come we aren’t bug-eyed and breathless most all the time?”

That’s a very good question. I wish I had a very good answer. Part 

of it is that God knows we can’t take very much of him. It’s like 

ZKHQ�\RX�KROG�)OXIIV��RXU�KDPVWHU�� ,I�\RX�VTXHH]HG�YHU\�KDUG��
)OXIIV�ZRXOG�EH�RQ�KLV�ZD\�WR�KDPVWHU�KHDYHQ��<RX�KDYH�WR�KROG�
him gently, talk to him quietly. Well, God has to be sort of like 

that with us.

Truthfully, though, the biggest reason might be that we don’t 

want very much of God. We want God to stay in his cage like 

)OXIIV�GRHV��:H�DUH�DIUDLG�RI�ORVLQJ�FRQWURO�RI�RXU�RZQ�OLYHV��:H�
just want him to help us a little here, and forgive us a little there, 



7KLV�PHVVDJH�IURP�6FULSWXUH�ZDV�SUHDFKHG�RQ�6XQGD\��-DQXDU\����������DW�&HQWUDO�3HQLQVXOD�&KXUFK�1RUWK
����3LHGPRQW�$YHQXH�_�6DQ�%UXQR��&$�������_��������������_�ZZZ�FSFZHE�RUJ��$GGLWLRQDO�FRSLHV�DYDLODEOH�RQ�UHTXHVW�
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and let us handle the rest. So we try to make church a safe place 

where we can get a little bit of God but not too much.

We don’t like surprises, not even from God, so we make our 

churches places where surprises aren’t likely to happen. We 

ask God to come, but only if he will be polite. Therefore, little 

kids and adult kids often fall asleep—even if they keep their 

eyes open.

And yet, at the very same time, church is a wonderful place. God 

has chosen it, “sorry-ness” and all, to be the place where he will 

meet his people, the place from which he will send his people to 

all parts of the world to preach the good news about him.

God is with us right here, right now and anything could happen. 

'R�\RX�EHOLHYH�WKDW�WKLV�PRUQLQJ"b

 

,łYH�WLWOH�WKLV�VHUPRQ�-RXUQH\�RI�)DLWK�EHFDXVH�WKDWłV�ZKDW�,�VHH�LQ�
Joshua’s life. When you know God’s track record of faithfulness, 

like Joshua you’ll want to respond with trust and obedience. The 

truth is, we need more Joshuas. We need more people who will 

believe God’s promises and act on them. We need more people 

who will believe in the power of obeying God’s Word. People 

who won’t merely be hearers of the Word but doers. And we 

QHHG�SHRSOH�ZKR�LQ�IDLWK�WUXVW�*RG�LV�DOZD\V�ZLWK�WKHP�b�$�OLIH�
with God is always a journey of faith.

The Bible says, “And without faith it is impossible to please God, 
because anyone who comes to him must believe that he exists and 
that he rewards those who earnestly seek him” �+HEUHZV��������
Since it is a new year and we are celebrating God’s faithfulness 

to CPC, let me end with a great faith-stretching question: What’s 

the most humanly impossible thing you will ask God to do this 

year? Let’s ask for faith like Joshua.

This manuscript represents the bulk of what was preached at CPC. For further detail, 
please refer to the audio recording of this sermon.


