
I have issues. I need help. Not that I needed a recent reminder, 
but I got one anyway. After tossing, giving away, selling all kinds 
of stuff in Wisconsin, I thought we had really slimmed down on 
stuff. And you know what? It felt really good. Yet we packed and 
loaded box after box of stuff into that van, only our bare essen-
tials we thought. Our van arrived on the Peninsula on Thursday. 
A professional mover from CPC helped us unload into a storage 
unit and into our one bedroom apartment. 

I thought we had done really well, but box after box came out 
of that van. Why did I need to keep 60 33½ vinyl records. Did I 
really need my Van Halen, Styxx, ELO and Bee Gee LP’s from high 
school? I don’t even own a record player. Why did I feel the need 
to keep my band helmet from high school? Am I going to wear it 
to my next reunion?

When I think about it we unloaded 10,000 pounds of stuff into 
a 10x15 storage unit that is costing us $279 a month. The way 
I calculate it, in one year I could probably replace just about ev-
erything in that storage unit new for $279 a month. I told a guy 
from church about this, and he said, “Hey let me go straighten 
my garage and you can store your stuff in my garage and I will 
only charge you $200 a month.” We laughed about how we 
think we each got into the wrong business. 

I have issues. I need help. 

:KDW�LV�DQ�LGRO"�7KHUH�DUH�DOO�NLQGV�RI�GHğQLWLRQV��%XW�KHUH�LV�D�
GHğQLWLRQ��DQ\�SHUVRQ��SODFH�RU�WKLQJ�WKDW�ZH�PDNH�WKH�XOWLPDWH�
thing. A thing we worship, adore or devote ourselves to. 

It can be devotion to stuff and what kind of feeling having it 
produces in us. It can even be a person and what kind of feeling 
that person produces in us. It can be an activity or substance and 
what kind of feeling that activity produces in us. It’s devotion to 
a thing that we make the ultimate thing, a thing we worship and 
WUXO\�DGRUH�DERYH�*RG��7LP�.HOOHU�RIIHUV� WKLV�SRWHQW�GHğQLWLRQ�
RI�VLQ���Ń6LQ�LVQłW�RQO\�GRLQJ�EDG�WKLQJV��LW�LV�PRUH�IXQGDPHQWDOO\�
making good things into ultimate things. Sin is building your life 
and meaning on anything, even a very good thing, more than on 
God. Whatever we build our life on will drive us and enslave us. 
Sin is primarily idolatry.”

It’s interesting to study this subject of idol worship. Not only does 
idol worship lead to all kinds of brokenness, hurt, betrayal, disillu-
sionment and bondage, it does something else. Idol worship breaks 
God’s heart. The scripture says idol worship makes God angry.

What Provokes God to Anger?

Serving false gods

At this point in our Crown and the Fire series, we are introduced 
to a new character. His name is Ahaziah. He the son of Ahab and 
Jezebel and he is a king of Israel and lived in Samaria. There isn’t 
much said about Ahaziah, but his life teaches us some really im-
portant things about our Christian life. 

“Ahaziah son of Ahab became king of Israel in 

Samaria….” (1 Kings 22:51)

It goes on to say that he only reigned for two years. Why is that? 
Two years isn’t very long.

“He did evil in the eyes of the Lord, because he 

walked in the ways of his father and mother and 

in the ways of Jeroboam son of Nebat, who caused 

Israel to sin. (You can read about this guy Jeroboam 
in 1st Kings 12. He was a king of Israel who was afraid, 
afraid his people would leave him and go to Jerusalem 
and worship the one true God in the temple, so he 
made two golden calves and issued an edict for the 
people of the Kingdom of Israel to worship these idols 
in Samaria.) He served and worshiped Baal and 

provoked the Lord, the God of Israel, to anger, just 

as his father had done” (verses 52–53).

Seeking false oracles

“Now Ahaziah had fallen through the lattice of his 

upper room in Samaria and injured himself. So he 

sent messengers, saying to them, ‘Go and consult 

Baal-Zebub, the god of Ekron (40 miles southwest 
of Samaria), to see if I will recover from this injury” 

(2 Kings 1:2).

This is a very telling thing that Ahaziah says here.  It shows how 
much the King of Israel had drifted from the God of Abraham, 
Isaac and Jacob. When Ahaziah was in a tough spot, he was 
scared. He laid on his bed in pain, unable to move, maybe para-
lyzed, with no answers about his condition and future and what 
does he do? He turns to Baal-Zebub for consultation. He turns 
to Baal-Zebub for an oracle of wisdom. How interesting that 
Jerusalem was only 25 miles away directly south.

Who is Baal-Zebub? This is the only place this is listed in the Old 
Testament. Baal-Zebub comes from “Baal” meaning “Lord,” and 
Ń=HEXEń�PHDQLQJ�ŃĠLHV�ń�,WłV�D�IDOVH�*RG��VRPHWKLQJ�PDGH�RI�IDQF\�
wood or stone, in this case it was likely a God over Disease, a ruler 
RYHU�WKH�ĠLHV�WKDW�FDUULHG�GLVHDVH��/RUG�RI�WKH�)OLHVŌSUREDEO\�D�
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FDUYLQJ�VKDSHG�OLNH�D�JLDQW�Ġ\��,Q�WKH�1HZ�7HVWDPHQW��WKH�%DDO�
Zebub was used when referring to Satan, a place to seek knowl-
edge and power outside the realm of God. How ironic that when 
Jesus showed compassion and healed people to glorify God, the 
religious people accused Jesus of being in partnership with Baal-
Zebub (Satan). They accused Jesus of the same sin that Ahaziah 
was committing. 

In this context Ahaziah was seeking an oracle of wisdom about 
the future. Ahaziah was scared to death. Will I live or die? Baal-
Zebub, can you help me, heal me, give me something I can trust 
in? I need to be back in control, I need comfort, I need strength 
and power again, I need the respect of my peers and my coun-
trymen again.  

Justin Buzzard a good friend of CPC, wrote in his Blog a post 
titled “That Idol that you love… it doesn’t love you back.” He gives 
us an insightful tool to determine which idol lurks in our hearts.

Control. You know you have a control idol if your greatest night-
mare is uncertainly.

Approval. You know you have an approval idol if your greatest 
nightmare is rejection.

Comfort. You know you have a comfort idol if your greatest 
nightmare is stress or demands.

Power. You know you have a power idol if your greatest night-
mare is humiliation or embarrassment.

How can we distinguish if things or people in our lives have 
crossed over the line into the realm of idol worship? How do we 
NQRZ�ZKHQ�VRPHWKLQJ�OHJLWLPDWHŌD�JRRG�WKLQJŌFURVVHV�RYHU�
DQG�EHFRPHV�LOOHJLWLPDWHŌD�EDG�WKLQJ��)RU�XV�ZKR�OLYH�RQ�WKH�
Peninsula, let’s look at a few characteristics of idol worship. 

$Q� LGRO� RIWHQ� UHĠHFWV� WKH� FXOWXUH�ZH� OLYH� LQ�� 7HFKQRORJ\��ZRUN�
schedule, education, appearances, fashion, entertainment and 
nature are all things that can move from the legitimate to the 
LOOHJLWLPDWH�� 3UREDEO\� D� JRRG� TXHVWLRQ� WR� DVN� RXUVHOYHV� LV� WKLV���
“What is it that non-Christ followers in my culture worship? Am 
I any different?”  When we make that decision to turn to the 
promises our culture makes to meet our needs we cross over 
from legitimate to illegitimate. When we do that we become like 
those that don’t know God and that saddens God deeply.

7KHUH�VHHPV�WR�EH�D�UHSHWLWLYH�QDWXUH�WR�LGRO�ZRUVKLS��:H�ğQG�
that when stress or boredom or crises creeps into our lives, we 
are driven back to this thing over and over again. How many time 
have some of us said, “I can quit this bad habit, this sin, any-
time I want. But deep down we know the truth about ourselves, 
the truth about our loved one, our family member, we are not 
willing to give it up and we repeat and repeat and repeat and it 
becomes an idol to us.

An idol obscures and competes with who God is. We read in our 
E100 about how quickly the Israelites turned aside from the God 

of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob who had so faithfully delivered 
them from slavery and then bowed down to the golden calf. 
How could that not sadden God? 

How can I tell if something is obscuring and competing for God’s 
attention in my life? I can tell because I worship it. I give it atten-
WLRQ�DQG�WLPH�DQG�PRQH\��,�EXLOG�DQ�DOWDU�WR�LW�DQG�,�VDFULğFH�WKH�
YHU\�EHVW�SDUW�RI�ZKR�,�DP�WR�WKDW�WKLQJ��*RG�FDOOV�XV�WR�VDFULğFH�
WKH�EHVW� LQ�RXU�ZRUVKLS��:KHQ�,�ZRUVKLS�DQ�LGRO�,�VDFULğFH�WKH�
best I am to it and give God the leftovers.

When something moves from legitimate to illegitimate we will 
surround and protect that thing with rationalizations and ex-
cuses. I need that latest and greatest technology to make my life 
simpler. I deserve a break. I need to escape into this little pleasure 
center because I am under so much stress lately and after all it 
doesn’t hurt anybody. That thing you have wrapped tightly in a 
cocoon of excuses? That is likely your Idol. How do I know that? 
Because that’s what I do.

Let’s continue with our story. Now our prophet Elijah enters into 
the life of Ahab’s son Ahaziah. 

“But the angel of the Lord said to Elijah the 

Tishbite, ‘Go up and meet the messengers of the 

king of Samaria and ask them, ‘Is it because there 

is no God in Israel that you are going off to con-

sult Baal-Zebub, the god of Ekron?’  Therefore this 

is what the Lord says: ‘You will not leave the bed 

you are lying on. You will certainly die!’  So Elijah 

went” (verses 3-4).

So God sends a special messenger, an angel, to Elijah to tell him 
to get up and go and intercept the messengers sent by Ahaziah 
to Baal-Zebub. It’s pretty clear that God didn’t want those mes-
sengers to have any contact with the dark satanic powers of this 
god of Ekron. 

God is literally saying to Elijah, Stop them!  And you ask them, 
“Is there no other God that you can consult? Why do you run 
off to Ekron? Now you messengers go back to Ahaziah and tell 
him that his very act, the very decision he has made to consult 
a false God, will result in a terminal condition. Your king will 
never get better.”

“The king asked them, ‘What kind of man was it 

who came to meet you and told you this?’ (I could 
see Ahaziah laying there, Oh no. Don’t tell me…  Elijah 
again? I thought he was hiding out somewhere praying 
and fasting. Will he ever leave me and my family 
alone?  Maybe it wasn’t Elijah? Was it the hairy guy? 
Oh please say no.) They replied, ‘He was a man with 

a garment of hair (literally in the original language, 
Baal or Lord of the hair.) and with a leather belt 

around his waist.’  The king said, “of course it was… 
7KH�WKRUQ� LQ�P\�ĠHVK��WKH�EHH� LQ�P\�ERQQHW�� ,�FDQłW�
catch a break here. ‘That was Elijah the Tishbite’”  (I 
wanted the Lord of the Flies, and I got the Lord of the 
Hair”) (verses 7-9).



Ahaziah must have thought, “My dad told me he raised a child 
IURP� WKH�GHDG��:KDW� HOVH� FDQ� ,� ğJKW�ZLWK"� ,� GRQłW�KDYH� WUXWK��
so maybe my only weapon is intimidation. I will throw all the 
powers of this world at my disposal at him. I have these soldiers 
that will do anything I say. I’ll throw them at Elijah and scare him 
like my mom Jezebel did back in 1 Kings 19.” 

So we provoke God to anger when we worship idols. We provoke 
his anger when we consult false wisdom. We also provoke God 
when we place our trust in false institutions such as government, 
HGXFDWLRQ�� ğQDQFLDO�� PLOLWDU\�� HYHQ� UHOLJLRXV�� 7KHVH� DUH� WR� EH�
clearly part of civil society, but at their core they are led by sinful 
people, not God. They rarely deliver what they promise. They are 
not capable. We see this illustrated as God’s power clashes with 
Ahaziah’s military power. 

Submitting to false powers

“The he sent to Elijah a captain with his company 

RI�ğIW\�PHQ��7KH� FDSWDLQ�ZHQW�XS� WR�(OLMDK��ZKR�
was sitting on the top of a hill, and said to him, 

‘Man of God, the king says, ‘Come down!’” (v. 9).

Remember this captain and his 50 men represent to us the false 
powers of darkness. The secular captain demands that the man 
of God obey him. But Elijah is not intimidated.

“Elijah answered the captain, ‘If I am a man of God, 

PD\� ğUH� FRPH� GRZQ� IURP� KHDYHQ� DQG� FRQVXPH�
\RX�DQG�\RXU�ğIW\�PHQ�ń��7KHQ�ğUH�IHOO�IURP�KHDYHQ�
and consumed the captain and his men” (v. 10).

Once again God’s powerful judgment fell on evil. Word of this 
must have traveled back quickly to the barracks. The hairy man 
on the mountain was not someone to take lightly.

So now we see a turn of events. We have learned so far what 
provokes God’s anger. Now starting in verse 13 we see what pro-
vokes God to pleasure. It starts with this third captain. He was 
no fool. 

What Provokes God to Pleasure?

Renouncing idols

Ń6R�WKH�NLQJ�VHQW�D�WKLUG�FDSWDLQ�ZLWK�KLV�ğIW\�PHQ��
This third captain went up and fell on his knees be-

fore Elijah. ‘Man of God,’ he begged, ‘please have 

UHVSHFW�IRU�P\�OLIH�DQG�WKH�OLYHV�RI�WKHVH�ğIW\�PHQ��
\RXU�VHUYDQWV���6HH��ğUH�KDV�IDOOHQ�IURP�KHDYHQ�DQG�
FRQVXPHG�WKH�ğUVW�WZR�FDSWDLQV�DQG�DOO�WKHLU�PHQ��
But now have respect for my life!’” (verses 13-14).

We see something is different in this third captain. Instead of 
intimidation we see humiliation. This third captain, instead of 
commanding Elijah, pleaded for his life in the face of the true 
God. He spoke truth. He spoke his heart. He pleaded for God’s 
mercy. He turned away from the false God. He turned away from 
his false power.

I read a devotional from Nancy Ortberg and then I tried to 
think of the top five idols we on the Peninsula might likely 
need to renounce. 

The Idol of Materialism. The accumulation of things and the 
storing up of money. It doesn’t matter if you are rich or poor. If 
you were to pull a bill out of your wallet what does it say on it? E 
Pluribus Unim. What else? No. Not cha ching, cha ching. It says In 
God We Trust. Out of all the things our Founding Fathers could 
have printed on money, why this little 4-word phrase? Because 
with that bill in our hands we are tempted not to trust in God. 
May each of us be reminded when we pull bills out of our wallets 
that it is In God We Trust. May we not be devoted to things that 
are perishable.

The Idol of Success. It’s not about money or things, it’s about 
competition, about the win. More is never enough; the win is 
never enough. There is always another win. When we bow at the 
altar of success we even unknowingly worship people who we 
see as having succeeded. We see all around us the celebrity cult 
of worshipping those on top. 

The Idol of Self��7KH�VHOğH�LGRO��,�KDG�OXQFK�ZLWK�D�JX\�WKLV�ZHHN�
who shared that he had to pull away from Facebook because he 
saw his heavy activity to be about either voyeurism, peering into 
other people’s lives, or exhibitionism, telling anybody who will 
listen how great his life is or how clever and cool he is with his 
little pictures of his food he posted on Facebook. This God can 
take different forms. It can look like the God of comfort, the God 
of retirement, the God of television, the God of hobbies, the God 
of approval. I can surround myself and insulate myself in sub-
stances and experiences that alter my mood. It’s about me and 
what feels good to me, and there I build my altar.

The Idol of Relationships. This is when there is another person 
in our lives real or imagined to which we give a huge amount 
of time, thought, attention and energy. Even the most satisfying 
PDUULDJH� UHODWLRQVKLSVŌPRWKHU�FKLOG� IDWKHU�FKLOGŌVKRXOG�
never compete with or obscure who God is in my life. But maybe 
your marriage isn’t good; you can fantasize about an ideal 
person. This can go deeper into idolatry and it can turn into the 
grip of pornography, and if you don’t know how to get out of it, 
it’s an idol for you.

The Idol of Religion. Whether it is worshipping church work, 
saints, trees or Buddha. Remember the group of people that 
Jesus accused on earth? These were the religious people who 
worshipped religion and not the living God. It’s the story of the 
pastor’s wife who says, “My husband’s mistress is the church, 
and how can I compete with that?”

Renouncing means to give up by a formal declaration. God is 
provoked to pleasure when we renounce idols as this third cap-
tain did. Why does my cell phone, my Facebook, my TV, my drive 
to succeed, my attitude toward my children mean so much to 
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God? How can these really become illegitimate? The Apostle Paul 
adds his insight into this whole idol-worship-thing. “Do I mean 
WKHQ� WKDW�D� VDFULğFH�RIIHUHG� WR�DQ� LGRO� LV�DQ\WKLQJ��RU� WKDW�DQ�
LGRO�LV�DQ\WKLQJ"�1R��EXW�WKH�VDFULğFHV�RI�SDJDQV�DUH�RIIHUHG�WR�
GHPRQV��QRW� WR�*RG��DQG�,�GR�QRW�ZDQW�\RX�WR�EH�SDUWLFLSDQWV�
ZLWK�GHPRQVń����&RULQWKLDQV�������

On the surface, Baal-Zebub was nothing more than a hunk of 
ZRRG�RU�VWRQH�VKDSHG�OLNH�D�Ġ\��EXW�IURP�LW�HPDQDWHG�DOO�VRUWV�
of demonic-inspired stuff. On the surface my smart phone is an 
awesome tool that I am so glad to have, but if I can’t feel com-
plete without social media, gaming, reading things or viewing 
pictures of things that turn me away from God, might I be 
opening up myself to be drawn into things that are not from 
God? Some of us may be thinking that idol has a grip on me. 
,Q�UHDOLW\�ZH�KDYH�D�JULS�RQ�WKDW�LGRO��*RG�VD\V�ĠHH�WHPSWDWLRQ��
Some of us need to absolutely remove ourselves from it. You see 
the altar being built, brick by brick. When you see that in your 
OLIH��ĠHH�LW��5HQRXQFH�LW���

Consulting the true oracle

“The angel of the Lord said to Elijah, ‘Go down 

with him; do not be afraid of him.’  So Elijah got 

up and went down with him to the king.” He told 

the king, ‘This is what the Lord says:  Is it because 

there is no God in Israel for you to consult that 

you have sent messengers to consult Baal-Zebub, 

the god of Ekron? Because you have done this…” 

(verses 15-16).

What is the true Oracle? It is the word of God. Without fear, 
in obedience Elijah went down to the mountain and spoke the 
ZRUG�RI�*RG��+H�GLG�LW�ZLWK�*RGłV�UHPLQGHU���'R�QRW�IHDU�

We fall in love with idols because we forget. We forget how pow-
erful God is. We forget what he has done and what he promises. 
We forget that he is near. We fall in love with idols because we 
get isolated from Christian Community. We need one another 
to help us remember his promises when we get scared. We need 
people in our life who know us, who care for us, and who are 
not afraid to remind us of the truth when we want to escape. 
Christian Community. Doing life in Community, in Community 
Groups, can focus us when life gets blurry. 

Did you notice in the passage that Ahaziah was high in his upper 
room, and he never came down from there? Did you notice 

that Elijah was up the mountain and then he came down to the 
people time after time in our series?  Ahaziah was up in his lofty 
perch, and he never came down; he fell down. 

It just reminded me how different the God of the Bible is from 
other gods that seek our worship. Jesus Christ left his place on 
high and voluntarily came down to earth. Emmanuel, God with 
us, God in the mess with us. This is the God we worship. A God 
who comes down to us to meet us in our deepest need. He be-
FDPH�ĠHVK��VKHG�EORRG�DQG�WHDUV��GLHG�IRU�RXU�VLQV��DQG�ZHQW�XS�
to heaven, and then gave us the Holy Spirit to be down with us. 
Why? Because he is full of grace and truth and therefore above 
all other gods competing for our worship. 

6XEPLWWLQJ�WR�WKH�2QH�ğOOHG�ZLWK�JUDFH�DQG�WUXWK
Ń7KH�:RUG�EHFDPH�ĠHVK�DQG�PDGH�KLV�GZHOOLQJ�DPRQJ�XV��:H�
KDYH�VHHQ�KLV�JORU\�WKH�JORU\�RI�WKH�2QH�DQG�2QO\��ZKR�FDPH�IURP�
WKH�)DWKHU�IXOO�RI�JUDFH�DQG�WUXWKń��-RKQ�������

Ń:KR�EHLQJ� LQ� WKH� YHU\�QDWXUH�*RG��GLG�QRW� FRQVLGHU� HTXDOLW\�
ZLWK�*RG�VRPHWKLQJ�WR�EH�JUDVSHG��EXW�PDGH�KLPVHOI�QRWKLQJ��
WDNLQJ�WKH�YHU\�QDWXUH�RI�D�VHUYDQW��EHLQJ�PDGH�LQ�KXPDQ�OLNH-
QHVV�� $QG� EHLQJ� IRXQG� LQ� DSSHDUDQFH� DV� D�PDQ�� KH� KXPEOHG�
KLPVHOI�DQG�EHFDPH�REHGLHQW�WR�GHDWKŌHYHQ�GHDWK�RQ�D�FURVV�ń�
�3KLOLSSLDQV��������

No demon, no power behind Baal would ever consider doing 
what Jesus did for us. Are we starting to see what is behind all 
of this? The scripture says we can provoke his anger, provoke 
his pleasure, but we could never provoke his love. He loves us 
no matter what stupid things we do. It turns out, the true God 
who made me, my Savior who died for me, and in his eyes, not 
in Baal’s eyes, I’m actually profoundly precious, lovable, worthy, 
valuable and may I have the faith to believe that. The faith to 
believe anything else we worship is a false god, a false oracle and 
a false power. 

Ń$QG�ZLWKRXW�IDLWK�LW�LV�LPSRVVLEOH�WR�SOHDVH�*RG��EHFDXVH�DQ\RQH�
ZKR� FRPHV� WR� KLP�PXVW� EHOLHYH� WKDW� KH� H[LVWV� DQG� WKDW� KH� UH-
ZDUGV�WKRVH�ZKR�HDUQHVWO\�VHHN�KLPń��+HEUHZV�������
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