
When I was a child I always pictured Heaven to be this place 
in the clouds. It was a place where I could jump from cloud to 
cloud and bounce on them like big trampolines. Even though it 
was in the clouds it was always sunny. I’m not sure how that 
works but that’s how I pictured it. I envisioned God sitting on a 
big throne on a cloud. I imagined Him to be very old, much older 
than your mom and dad, with a huge gray beard. Angels were 
Ġ\LQJ�DURXQG�ZHDULQJ�ZKLWH�UREHV�DQG�KROGLQJ�KDUSV��)RU�VRPH�
reason the angels never played the harps but they were always 
holding them.

How many of you have ever wondered what Heaven is like? Have 
you ever lain in bed at night and thought about what Heaven 
would be like? Have you ever daydreamed about the sights, 
sounds and smells you would encounter in Heaven? When you 
think about Heaven, do you think it’s going to be a safe place, or 
are you afraid when you think about it? Have you ever consid-
ered the size of Heaven? Will Heaven be a big place or a small 
place? These are just some questions, and I’m guessing most of 
us have questions about Heaven.

Can we all agree that there is something deep inside of each 
of us that longs for Heaven? The Bible doesn’t tell us a whole 
lot about Heaven, but in Revelation 21–22 the curtain is pulled 
back wide to give us a vision of what awaits us. Simply put, these 
chapters answer the question, What will Heaven be like? Some 
people might wonder if that’s even a question worth asking. 
But as we’ve already talked about, we think about Heaven all 
the time. Every person wonders if there is more than just this 
life. Statistics actually tell us that over 75% of Americans believe 
there is a Heaven. So let’s talk about it!

Heaven is a Safe Place

How many of you like to be safe? How many of you love to feel 
protected and know that everything is going to be okay? Me too! 
7KH�ğUVW�WKLQJ�ZHłUH�JRLQJ�WR�OHDUQ�LV�WKDW�+HDYHQ�LV�D�VDIH�SODFH�

Then I saw “a new heaven and a new earth,” for 
WKH� ğUVW� KHDYHQ� DQG� WKH� ğUVW� HDUWK� KDG� SDVVHG�
away, and there was no longer any sea. I saw the 
Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming down out 
RI� KHDYHQ� IURP�*RG�� SUHSDUHG� DV� D� EULGH� EHDX-
WLIXOO\� GUHVVHG� IRU� KHU� KXVEDQG�� $QG� ,� KHDUG� D�
loud voice from the throne saying, “Look! God’s 
GZHOOLQJ�SODFH�LV�QRZ�DPRQJ�WKH�SHRSOH��DQG�KH�
ZLOO�GZHOO�ZLWK�WKHP��7KH\�ZLOO�EH�KLV�SHRSOH��DQG�
*RG�KLPVHOI�ZLOO�EH�ZLWK�WKHP�DQG�EH�WKHLU�*RG��

Ł+H� ZLOO� ZLSH� HYHU\� WHDU� IURP� WKHLU� H\HV�� 7KHUH�
ZLOO�EH�QR�PRUH�GHDWKł�RU�PRXUQLQJ�RU�FU\LQJ�RU�
SDLQ��IRU�WKH�ROG�RUGHU�RI�WKLQJV�KDV�SDVVHG�DZD\ń�
(Revelation 21:1–4).

Now John, the guy who is writing this letter, gives us a clue about 
how safe Heaven is going to be.  John says of the new heavens 
and new earth “there was no longer any sea.” That’s kind of a 
bummer, don’t you think? My wife loves the sea. How can there 
be no sea in heaven? But in the Bible, the sea represents the forces 
of chaos. It’s unpredictable. It can rise up and wipe out hundreds 
of thousands of people in one swoop. When we read “there was 
no longer any sea” it’s another way of saying in Heaven the forces 
of chaos are gone. No more typhoons and earthquakes. No more 
cruise ships hitting rocks and sinking into the ocean. No more 
waves knocking you over when you’re digging for sand crabs. 
Parents, we don’t have to worry about the ocean sweeping our 
kids away or making them fall when the waves come in.

You know one way I know Heaven is going to be safe? God will 
be there. The Bible just told us that God is going to be there! God 
is going to wipe away all our tears. Think about the last time you 
fell off your bike or were running and tripped and skinned your 
knee. Now think how comforting it was when your mommy or 
daddy was there to comfort you. In Heaven God is going to be 
there to comfort us. He is going to be there with us. He will wipe 
away the tears from our eyes. There will be no more death or 
crying or pain. Heaven is safe.

:KHQ�P\�IDPLO\�PRYHG�KHUH�WZR�\HDUV�DJR�ZH�KDG�D�JROGğVK�
named Mimi. My daughter, Sophie, was two years old when she 
SLFNHG�RXW�0LPL�DW�WKH�SHW�VWRUH��7KDW�ğVK�OLYHG�D�JUHDW�OLIH��DQG�
one day we found Mimi upside down. It was hard, but we gave 
Mimi a good burial in the toilet that morning. Mimi was dead 
and my kids were crying; they were in pain. In Heaven we’re not 
going to experience that pain because there is no death.

Heaven is Big

The next thing we’re going to learn is that Heaven is big.

The angel who talked with me had a measuring 
rod of gold to measure the city, its gates and its 
ZDOOV�b7KH�FLW\�ZDV�ODLG�RXW�OLNH�D�VTXDUH��DV�ORQJ�DV�
it was wide. He measured the city with the rod and 
IRXQG�LW�WR�EH��������VWDGLD�LQ�OHQJWK��DQG�DV�ZLGH�
and high as it is long (verses 15–16).
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When we translate 12,000 stadia to miles, we get 1400 square 
miles. Let me tell you what 1400 square miles is like. The 
3HQLQVXOD�� ZKHUH� ZH� OLYH�� LV� ��� PLOHV� ORQJ�� )URP� WKH� WRS� RI�
California to the bottom is almost 800 miles. The size of the new 
Heaven is almost double the length of the state of California.

Jesus told us some pretty cool things about Heaven. Not only is 
Heaven going to be really big, but God is going to have a huge 
house there and Jesus is already there preparing it for us.

Ń'R� QRW� OHW� \RXU� KHDUWV� EH� WURXEOHG�� <RX� EHOLHYH�
LQ�*RG��EHOLHYH�DOVR�LQ�PH��0\�)DWKHUłV�KRXVH�KDV�
many rooms; if that were not so, would I have told 
\RX� WKDW� ,� DP�JRLQJ� WKHUH� WR�SUHSDUH� D�SODFH� IRU�
\RX"b$QG�LI�,�JR�DQG�SUHSDUH�D�SODFH�IRU�\RX��,�ZLOO�
FRPH�EDFN�DQG� WDNH� \RX� WR�EH�ZLWK�PH� WKDW� \RX�
DOVR�PD\�EH�ZKHUH�,�DPń��-RKQ�����ŋ���

Let me talk with your parents for a minute. Parents, when you 
go on a vacation do you just throw the kids in the car and start 
driving or do you plan out your trip beforehand? In my family 
ZH�SODQ�RXW�WKH�WULS��,�ORRN�DW�WKH�PDS��PD\EH�ğYH�WLPHV��WR�PDNH�
sure I know where I’m going. We make sure we have a hotel 
URRP�WR�VOHHS�LQ��DQG�LI�WKH�JLUOV�DUH�OXFN\�ZH�ğQG�D�KRWHO�ZLWK�D�
pool. My wife packs all the right clothes for where we’re going 
so our kids have what they need.  Jesus is telling us that He is al-
ready planning for us! God has a big house in Heaven and we’re 
going to have our own bedrooms there.

How many of you share a room with your brother or sister? Do 
you have bunk beds in your room? Do you ever get mad at your 
VLEOLQJ�IRU�OHDYLQJ�WR\V�RXW�RQ�WKH�ĠRRU��RU�WKHLU�GLUW\�FORWKHV�RQ�
your bed? In Heaven, you are going to have your very own bed-
room and Jesus is preparing that room right now. Since Heaven 
is so big, I like to think there is a huge backyard there where I can 
BBQ with my family and have all my friends over. There might 
even be a huge swing set there or a slip-and-slide in the backyard 
IRU�ZDUP�GD\V��-HVXV�FRQğUPV�KRZ�ELJ�+HDYHQ�LV�JRLQJ�WR�EH�ELJ�
and the best part is that Jesus is waiting there for us!

+HDYHQ�LV�0DJQLğFHQW

So far we’ve talked about Heaven being a safe place and a big 
SODFH��7KH�QH[W�JOLPSVH�ZH�JHW�LQWR�+HDYHQ�LV�WKDW�ZH�ğQG�RXW�
+HDYHQ�LV�D�PDJQLğFHQW�SODFH�

7KH�ZDOO�ZDV�PDGH�RI�MDVSHU��DQG�WKH�FLW\�RI�SXUH�
JROG��DV�SXUH�DV�JODVV��7KH�IRXQGDWLRQV�RI�WKH�FLW\�
ZDOOV�ZHUH�GHFRUDWHG�ZLWK�HYHU\�NLQG�RI�SUHFLRXV�
VWRQH��7KH�ğUVW�IRXQGDWLRQ�ZDV�MDVSHU��WKH�VHFRQG�
VDSSKLUH��WKH�WKLUG�DJDWH��WKH�IRXUWK�HPHUDOG��WKH�
ğIWK�RQ\[�� WKH� VL[WK� UXE\�� WKH� VHYHQWK� FKU\VROLWH��
WKH� HLJKWK� EHU\O�� WKH� QLQWK� WRSD]�� WKH� WHQWK� WXU-
TXRLVH��WKH�HOHYHQWK�MDFLQWK��DQG�WKH�WZHOIWK�DP-
HWK\VW�b7KH�WZHOYH�JDWHV�ZHUH�WZHOYH�SHDUOV��HDFK�
JDWH� PDGH� RI� D� VLQJOH� SHDUO�� 7KH� JUHDW� VWUHHW� RI�
WKH�FLW\�ZDV�RI�JROG��DV�SXUH�DV� WUDQVSDUHQW�JODVV�
(Revelation 21:18–21).

:KDW�LV�DQRWKHU�ZRUG�IRU�PDJQLğFHQW"�-RKQ�GHVFULEHV�WKH�PDJ-
QLğFHQW�EHDXW\�RI�KHDYHQ�DV�KDYLQJ�ZDOOV�RI�SUHFLRXV�JHPVWRQHV��
streets of pure gold and gates of pearls. Think about how beau-
tiful this will look. Now boys, you might not be super impressed 
with the gemstones or pure gold in Heaven, but girls, are you in 
awe of all the pretty jewels there?

Have you ever been to Disneyland? Last year I took my family to 
'LVQH\ODQG�DQG�ZH�KDG�D�JUHDW�WLPH��'LVQH\ODQG�LV�PDJQLğFHQW��
It has all these cool attractions, fun rides, great food and all the 
toys one could ever desire. In Disneyland you can meet princes 
and princesses, you can eat junk food and never throw up, and 
your cheeks hurt from smiling when you’re done! Guess what? 
'LVQH\ODQG�LV�JRLQJ�WR�VHHP�ODPH�FRPSDUHG�WR�KRZ�PDJQLğFHQW�
Heaven is! 

Let me tell you what will make Heaven the most spectacular 
place—the radiant glory of God will replace the sun’s light. Glory 
radiates from God. It’s what makes him God. Verse 23 tells us 
more where this glory comes from.

The city does not need the sun or the moon to 
shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and 
WKH�/DPE�LV�LWV�ODPS�

It’s like John is dazzled by the glory that lights up the city but he 
FDQłW�ğJXUH�RXW�ZKHUH�LW�DOO�FRPHV�IURP��+H�ORRNV�KLJK�DQG�ORZ�
DQG�ğQDOO\�KH�VHHV�D�ğJXUH�RXW�RI�ZKLFK�DOO�WKLV�OLJKW�LV�SRXULQJ�
forth and he cries out with recognition, “It’s the Lamb! The light 
LV�WKH�/DPE�ń�,WłV�WKH�FUXFLğHG�6DYLRU��7KHUH�LV�QR�KLJKHU�DIğUPD-
tion of the person and work of Jesus Christ than to say that He’s 
the source of the glory of God!

+HDYHQ�LV�D�6DWLVI\LQJ�3ODFH

How many of you love to drink fresh water on a hot day? Have 
you ever bitten into an apple and it was so satisfying? The next 
thing John talks about is that Heaven is a satisfying place.

Then the angel showed me the river of the water of 
OLIH��DV�FOHDU�DV�FU\VWDO��ĠRZLQJ�IURP�WKH�WKURQH�RI�
*RG�DQG�RI�WKH�/DPE�GRZQ�WKH�PLGGOH�RI�WKH�JUHDW�
street of the city. On each side of the river stood the 
WUHH�RI�OLIH��EHDULQJ�WZHOYH�FURSV�RI�IUXLW��\LHOGLQJ�
its fruit every month (Revelation 22:1–2a).

We learn that Heaven has abundant provisions: the river of 
the water of life, as clear as crystal, and the tree of life, bearing 
twelve crops of fruit, yielding its fruit every month. Not only will 
Heaven not have loss, it will not have lack. Every need will be 
met. Today, 870 million people will go to sleep hungry, many 
of them children. These things will not be so in Heaven. Heaven 
will be a place of life, fruit, fresh water and fullness; there will be 
no one lacking anything in Heaven. The most satisfying part of 
Heaven will be seeing the face of God.

b7KH\�ZLOO�VHH�KLV�IDFH�Ľ��Y���D�



Heaven is a Real Place

Hearing all of this may make you super excited for Heaven or it 
might make you wonder if a place like this could exist. We see 
some tough things here on earth and it can be easy to wonder if 
a place like Heaven is real. I want everyone to leave here knowing 
this: Heaven is a Real Place. I’m convinced Heaven is real. Of ev-
erything we’ve talked about the most important part is knowing 
that Heaven is real. One way we can know Heaven is real is that 
when Jesus rose from the dead He had a real body. The Bible tells 
us He ate food and He drank with people. His disciples were able 
to see Him and they really touched Him,

2Q�WKH�HYHQLQJ�RI�WKDW�ğUVW�GD\�RI�WKH�ZHHN��ZKHQ�
WKH�GLVFLSOHV�ZHUH�WRJHWKHU��ZLWK�WKH�GRRUV�ORFNHG�
for fear of the Jewish leaders, Jesus came and 
VWRRG�DPRQJ�WKHP�DQG�VDLG��Ń3HDFH�EH�ZLWK�\RX�ń�
$IWHU�KH�VDLG�WKLV��KH�VKRZHG�WKHP�KLV�KDQGV�DQG�
VLGH��7KH�GLVFLSOHV�ZHUH�RYHUMR\HG�ZKHQ�WKH\�VDZ�
WKH�/RUG��-RKQ������ŋ����

Jesus had a real body and now He lives in Heaven. So we can 
know that Heaven is real because Jesus lives there. 

This morning we talked about Heaven being a safe place, a really 
ELJ�SODFH��PDJQLğFHQW��WKH�VDWLVIDFWLRQ�ZHłOO�ğQG�WKHUH��DQG�ZH�
ended with talking about it being real. Knowing all of this may 
leave you with one last question, How do I get to Heaven? Let 
me answer that for you. The way we get to Heaven is by trusting 
in Jesus Christ with our whole heart. The Bible tells us that ev-
eryone has sinned and fallen short of the glory of God (Romans 
3:23). The Bible also tells us that God demonstrates his own love 
for us that while we were still sinners Christ died for us (Romans 
5:8). The Bible is clear that if you confess with your mouth and 
believe in your hearts that God raised Christ from the dead you 
will be saved (Romans 10:9-10).

Our response to this is to say: Jesus, I trust you.

This manuscript represents the bulk of what was preached at CPC. For further detail, 
please refer to the audio recording of this sermon.
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