
That song we just sang, Not To Us, reminds me of William 

Wilberforce, the British politician and one of the great Christian 

statesman of history. For years he fought against the evils of 

slavery in the British Commonwealth. Wilberforce was also a lover 

of the Psalms. On March 25, 1807, Parliament passed the bill for 

WKH�DEROLWLRQ�RI�WKH�VODYH�WUDGH�ZKHUHYHU�WKH�%ULWLVK�ĠDJ�ĠHZ��7KLV�
was the culmination of everything he’d been about for 50 years. 

+LV�ğUVW�UHVSRQVH�WR�WKLV�YLFWRU\�ZDV�WR�PHGLWDWH�RQ�KLV�IDYRULWH�
verse, Psalm 115:1, which he often had meditated on during the 

\HDUV�RI�KLV�ğJKW�DJDLQVW�VODYHU\� “Not to us, O LORD, not to us but 
to your name be the glory, because of your love and faithfulness.” 

It’s Not About Us! 
I’ve been thinking about this verse for several months now, along 

with the rest of Psalm 115. I’ve called this message, “It’s Not 

About Us” because that sums up the message of this psalm. The 

song put it well, “It’s not for us, it’s all for you... Not to us, but to 

your name be the glory.” 

You’d think that would be self evident. If God is both our Creator 

and our Redeemer how could it be any different? Not only did he 

make us, he sustains us. Every breath we take is dependent upon 

him. And when we were lost due to our own rebellion and sin, 

he came and found us. It’s not about us! Our lives were meant 

to revolve around him. We’re like a child’s spinning top. Part of 

what allows a top to spin is the tip, which is the center point. The 

top rotates around the tip, but if the tip isn’t in the very center, it 

TXLFNO\�EHJLQV�WR�ZREEOH�LQ�HYHU�ZLGHQLQJ�FLUFOHV��XQWLO�LW�ğQDOO\�
ĠRSV�RYHU�RQ�WKH�ĠRRU�DQG�FRPHV�WR�D�VWRS��

It’s the same with people. We’re created for God to be at the 

center point of our life, everything rotating around him and his 

purposes, but when we put something else in the center we 

begin to wobble. Sometimes it’s even good things that become 

the center, things like a job or a relationship. When that happens 

life eventually spins out of control. 

You’d think that would be obvious to those of us in the church, 

but I guess it’s not. In a recent message, Victoria Osteen ad-

dressed a massive congregation in Houston as her husband Joel 

beamed in the background. She told them how important it is 

to realize their devotion to God isn’t really about God, but about 

themselves. She says, “I just want to encourage every one of us 

to realize when we obey God, we’re not doing it for God...we’re 

doing it for ourselves, because God takes pleasure when we are 

happy...” She continued: “So, I want you to know this morning 

— Just do good for your own self... When you come to church, 

when you worship him, you’re not doing it for God really. You’re 

doing it for yourself, because that’s what makes God happy. 

Amen?” The congregation responded with a loud “Amen.” I wish 

they would have said, “Not to us, Lord, not to us, but to your 

name be the glory.” Because, you see, what’s true about indi-

vidual people is also true for us as a church. It’s not about us; it’s 

about him. 

,QVLGH�\RXU�EXOOHWLQ�WRGD\�\RXłOO�ğQG�D�FDUG�ZLWK�WKHVH�ZRUGV��,łG�
like for this to be our rallying cry for the coming year. Two years 

ago it was “Sow more seed.” Last year it was “Stay One.” Put this 

on your refrigerator, bulletin board or bathroom mirror as a re-

minder—it’s not about us; it’s about him. Memorize Psalm 115:1 

and let it sink deeply into the soil of your heart until it becomes 

your instinctive response to every circumstance and every chal-

lenge and every call to serve. As part of that I’d like to offer and 

challenge you with four resolutions that come out of this Psalm.  

We Resolve to Seek His Glory and Not Our Own
First, the most obvious thing is our ultimate purpose in all we do is 

to bring glory to him, not to us. It’s about spreading his fame and 

his reputation and his name, not ours. I said this to our staff this 

week: It’s not about our career advancement or enjoyment. It’s not 

about CPC being the biggest or the coolest church on the peninsula. 

None of that matters. It’s about God. It’s about people coming to see 

through us more of his glory, beauty, power and majesty. 

Do you know why that’s so important to us? It’s the last line: 

because of his love and faithfulness. Not only have we experi-

enced his love in our own life, but whatever good has come out 

of this place, whatever fruit we’ve been able to bear, whatever 

lives have been touched for eternity, it’s all because of his love 

and faithfulness. I think about a young man who comes from a 

broken home and was dabbling with drugs. After coming to the 

North Campus and recommitting his life to Jesus, he’s now mar-

ried to a Christian woman, works full time, goes to school part 

time, and serves in our Edge ministry. Not to us, Lord, but to your 

name be the glory because of your love and faithfulness. 

We have a great mission statement that doesn’t exist just so we 

have something to put on our walls; it drives everything we do: to 

make and mature more followers of Christ. That’s what we’re all 

about, but honestly there’s something missing from that state-

ment. It the Why? It’s the What For? The Why and the What for 

is the glory of God. To make and mature more followers of Christ 

for the glory of God. I like that better! I’m not saying we’re going 

to change it, but I like it better.

We Resolve to Trust God Despite the Mocking of the 
Nations
Second, we resolve to trust God despite the mocking of the na-

tions. Look at verse 2, “Why do the nations say, ‘Where is their 
God?’” So the occasion for the writing of this Psalm wasn’t one 
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of victory but one in which God’s people were being taunted by 

their idolatrous neighbors. “Where is your God? We can’t see 

him? We can’t touch him? He doesn’t appear to be doing you 

much good at all.” 

Then the psalmist answers his own question. Where is your God? 

He says, “Our God is in heaven; he does whatever pleases him.” 
No one tells him what to do. He has no limitations or restraints 

upon him. In the next few verses he makes this long list of things 

their gods made by human hands can’t do: they can’t speak, see, 

hear, smell, feel or walk. He even says in verse 8 those who make 

them and trust them will be like them. So they’ll become as im-

potent as their idols! 

But then he says to the people of God, “All you Israelites, trust 
in the Lord—he is their help and shield. House of Aaron, trust in 
the Lord—he is their help and shield. You who fear him, trust in 
the Lord—he is their help and shield.” He’s speaking to you and 

me. He’s speaking to our church, not just a few of us but all of 

us. Living for the glory of God means we trust God despite the 

mocking of the nations. 

We live in an idolatrous culture. The idea of living for God’s glory 

rather than our own is an anathema. We may not carve idols out 

of wood, but we’ve gone a step further and made ourselves an 

idol. We think we can do whatever we please. There’s a men-

tality that we can make something happen if we can get enough 

H[SHUWV� DQG�ğJXUH�RXW�KRZ� WR�GR� LW� ULJKW�� 7KDWłV�ZK\�ZH�SODQ�
more than we pray. There’s also a mentality it’s all about what 

pleases me. How do I like the music? How do I like the preaching? 

How do I like the kind of people here? This past week our South 

Campus pastor, Shawn Peterson, was meeting with a guy and 

asked him if there was anything he or the church could do to 

help him. He thought about it and said, “Let me reverse that 

question. Is there anything I can do to help our church?” Imagine 

the impact we could make if everyone thought like that. 

We Resolve to Believe God will Bless Us and Cause 
Us to Flourish
7KLUG��ZH�UHVROYH�WR�EHOLHYH�*RG�ZLOO�EOHVV�XV�DQG�FDXVH�XV�WR�ĠRXULVK��
He goes on in verse 12, “The Lord remembers us and will bless us: 
He will bless his people Israel, he will bless the house of Aaron, he 
will bless those who fear the Lord—small and great alike. May the 
/RUG�FDXVH�\RX�WR�ĠRXULVK��ERWK�\RX�DQG�\RXU�FKLOGUHQ��0D\�\RX�EH�
blessed by the Lord, the Maker of heaven and earth.” In other words, 

God can do for us what idols can’t. He can bless us. He can cause us 

WR�ĠRXULVK��7KLV�GRHVQłW�DOZD\V�PHDQ�PDWHULDO�EOHVVLQJ��EXW�VSLULWXDO�
blessing in relationship with God and others.

I heard of a woman this week who came to WBS. Her personal 

life and marriage were in shambles. She’d never really been ex-

posed to church or to God’s Word. Very early on she realized 

God’s Word had the power to change everything. So she began to 

ask the Lord to change her from the inside out. At the end of that 

year of WBS, she stood up and said, “When I started I thought 

my marriage was beyond repair, but God grabbed me with his 

Word, and he taught me baby steps of obedience, simply doing 

my part, not focusing on my husband’s part. I’m here to tell you: 

God has outdone himself. He’s given me such a renewed love for 

my husband and a joy in obeying my True Bridegroom, and our 

marriage is turning. My husband comes regularly to CPC now. 

We both have softened hearts to him and each other. God is to 

be praised.” Only God could do that. He does bless his people; he 

GRHV�FDXVH�XV�WR�ĠRXULVK��

We Resolve to Bless and Praise God Both Now and 
Forevermore
I love how she ended her testimony with the words, “God is to 

be praised.” Listen to how Psalm 115 ends, “The highest heavens 
belong to the Lord, but the earth he has given to mankind. It is 
not the dead who praise the Lord, those who go down to the place 
of silence...” You can see the Old Testament saints didn’t have a 

ZHOO�GHğQHG�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�WKH�KRSH�RI�KHDYHQ�DV�ZH�GR��,Q�
their minds, we should praise God while we’re still alive because 

we can’t do it in the grave. Of course, we know in full what they 

only had a glimpse of, that our song of praise will continue after 

we die because Jesus conquered death for us. 

But there’s still some truth in what he says. It’s found in those 

words, “The highest heavens belong to the Lord, but the earth he 

has given to mankind.” It’s not that God doesn’t bother himself 

with things on earth or that he has no authority here, rather the 

idea is that he’s entrusted the earth to us. It’s like were trustees. 

We have a guardianship over the earth and that won’t last for-

ever. The challenge and the opportunity life on earth presents us 

is unique. What will we do with this opportunity? Will we use it 

to extol and praise our God? The psalmist says, We will! So our 

last resolve is to bless and praise God both now and forevermore.

The thing is, we have more reason to do that than he did. 

William Cowper wrote a hymn, There Is A Fountain Filled With 
Blood, in which he talks about this very thing: “E’er since, by faith, 

,� VDZ� WKH� VWUHDP�7K\�ĠRZLQJ�ZRXQGV� VXSSO\��5HGHHPLQJ� ORYH�
has been my theme (song), and shall be till I die.” You see what 

Cowper is saying? That he’d come to see the stream of grace the 

ĠRZLQJ�ZRXQGV�VXSSO\��DQG�VR�KHłV�UHVROYHG�WR�VLQJ�RI�-HVXVł�UH-

deeming blood until he dies. He’s not going to wait until heaven 

to do that. He’s going to do that now.    

That’s why he ends this way, “It is we who extol the Lord, both 

now and forevermore. Praise the Lord” Why? Because not to us, 

Lord, not to us, but to Your name be the glory, because of your 

love and faithfulness. Will you resolve as a part of this church to 

seek his glory and not your own? We have a big vision because 

God-sized glory requires a God-sized vision. But will you resolve 

to trust him despite the mocking of the nations? Will you resolve 

WR�EHOLHYH�KH�ZLOO�EOHVV�XV�DQG�FDXVH�XV�WR�ĠRXULVK"�:LOO�\RX�UH-

solve to bless and praise his name both now and forevermore?

This manuscript represents the bulk of what was preached at CPC. For further detail, 
please refer to the audio recording of this sermon.
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