
6��,��0F0LOOHQ��LQ�KLV�ERRNbNone of These Diseases, tells a story of a 
young woman who wanted to go to college, but her heart sank 
when she read the question on the application blank that asked, 
“Are you a leader?”

Being both honest and conscientious, she wrote, “No,” and re-
turned the application, expecting the worst. To her surprise, she 
received this letter from the college: “Dear Applicant: A study of 
the application forms reveals that this year our college will have 
1,452 new leaders. We are accepting you because we feel it is 
imperative that they have at least one follower.”

As that college admission board longed for an honest follower, I 
got to thinking, I’ll wager that the one follower turned out to be 
the best kind of leader at her college. 

So too with the nation of Israel. As we read The Story together, 
ZH�DUH�ğQGLQJ�WKDW� WKH�EHVW� OHDGHUV�DUH�IROORZHUV�RI�*RG�� �%XW�
WKHVH�LQWHUHVWLQJ�DQG�VDG�VWRULHV�RI�ĠDZHG�OHDGHUV�FDQ�WHDFK�XV�D�
great deal as we continue the story. Turn to 1 Samuel 8.

As we continue The Story we turn a corner this morning. We 
move from the period of the Judges to the period of the Kings. 
5HPHPEHU� WKH� -XGJHV"� 7KH\�ZHUH�PHQ� DQG�ZRPHQ� WKDW�*RG�
raised up to help break the cycle of sin in Israel. Some of these 
names might sound familiar from your reading—Ehud, Deborah, 
%DUDN��*LGHRQ��6DPVRQ��(OL��6RPH�RI�WKHP�ZHUH�OHDGHUV�ZKR�IRO-
ORZHG�*RG� LQ�UHDOO\� WRXJK�WLPHV��7RGD\�ZH� LQWURGXFH�\RX�WR�D�
man named Samuel. Samuel was the last of the Judges and he 
ZDV�DOVR�D�SURSKHW�DQG�D�SULHVW�IRU�WKH�SHRSOH�EHIRUH�*RG�

So about 40 years before we meet Saul, Samuel had grown old, 
and his sons took over his responsibilities to be judges of the na-
WLRQ��6DGO\�HYHQ�6DPXHOłV�VRQV�GLGQłW�IROORZ�*RG��7KH\�DFFHSWHG�
bribes and didn’t stand up for justice. Because of this, the elders 
of Israel took Samuel aside and said to him, “You’re old Samuel, 
and your sons are lousy leaders, therefore appoint a king to lead 
us, a king like other nations have. “ This upset Samuel. He knew 
that Israel wasn’t supposed to be like other nations. It grieved 
him that his nation envied other nations, nations that didn’t 
IROORZ�*RG�

1RW�RQO\�WKDW��6DPXHO�IHOW�UHMHFWHG��+H�ZHQW�WR�*RG�LQ�SUD\HU��,Q�
����*RG�VD\V�WR�6DPXHO��“It is not you Samuel that they have re-
jected, but they have rejected me as their king, as they have done 
from the day I brought them out of Egypt. They would rather 
serve other gods.”

6DPXHO� WROG� WKH� SHRSOH� ZKDW� *RG� KDG� VDLG� WR� KLP�� 7KHQ� KH�
said, “if a king reigns over you, your sons will be taken to serve 
in the army, he will put your daughters to work at hard jobs to 
SD\�IRU�KLV�RIğFLDOV�DQG�DWWHQGDQWV��KH�ZLOO�WDNH�\RXU�EHVW�ğHOGV��
and a tenth of your grain and grapes, and your best stuff will be 
handed over to him. And one day you will cry out for relief from 
the king you have been given.”  

“But the people refused to listen to Samuel. ‘No!’ 
they said.  ‘We want a king over us. Then we will 
be like all the other nations, with a king to lead us 
DQG�WR�JR�RXW�EHIRUH�XV�DQG�ğJKW�RXU�EDWWOHVłń����
6DPXHO����������

:KDW�ZDV� KDSSHQLQJ"� 7KH� SHRSOH�ZHUH� UHMHFWLQJ�*RGłV� UHLJQ��
7KH\� ZDQWHG� WR� SXW� WKHLU� FRQğGHQFH� LQ� WKHPVHOYHV� DQG� LQ� D�
KXPDQ� SHUVRQ� EHFDXVH� WKH\� GLGQłW� EHOLHYH� *RGłV� ZD\V� ZHUH�
good enough. Yet here is the tragic irony. When the nation put its 
WUXVW�LQ�*RG�WKH\�QHYHU�ORVW�D�EDWWOH��\HW�QRZ�WKH\�ZDQW�D�KXPDQ�
king to lead them. 

*RGłV�ZKROH�PLVVLRQ�IRU�,VUDHO�ZDV�WKDW�WKH\�QRW�EH�OLNH�WKH�RWKHU�
nations. They were to be different and distinct. They were his 
treasured possession to offer hope to the other nations. 

“When Samuel heard all that the people said, he 
repeated it before the LORD. The LORD answered, 
Ł/LVWHQ�WR�WKHP�DQG�JLYH�WKHP�D�NLQJłń�����������

%H�FDUHIXO�ZKDW�\RX�DVN�*RG�IRU��<RX�PLJKW�JHW�LW�DQG�VRPH�KDUG�
OHVVRQV� DV� ZHOO�� *RG� KDG� LQWHQGHG� WR� JLYH� WKH� SHRSOH� D� NLQJ��
LW� MXVW�ZDVQłW� WKH� ULJKW� WLPH�\HW��7KH�PDQ� WKDW�*RG�ZDQWHG� WR�
anoint as King hadn’t been born yet. But since the Israelites were 
FODPRULQJ�IRU�D�NLQJ��*RG�JDYH�WKHP�WKH�EHVW�PDQ�DYDLODEOH��D�
complex man, who I think we can relate to very well. His dad was 
named Kish and Kish provided well for his children.  

“He had a son named Saul, an impressive young 
man without equal among the Israelites—a head 
WDOOHU�WKDQ�DQ\�RI�WKH�RWKHUVń�������

So enter Saul. He was tall, dark and handsome, likely the captain 
of his basketball team. Probably a good dancer too. 

“When Samuel caught sight of Saul, the LORD said 
to him, ‘This is the man I spoke to you about; he 
ZLOO�JRYHUQ�P\�SHRSOHłń��������

Notice there is no mention of his faith or his character or his 
humility in the description. All the emphasis was on the external. 
The people will look at Saul and say, “No, that’s our choice for a 
king. Who else could measure up to that cool Amalekite king? 
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Our king is better looking!” But we will learn, the Lord does not 
look at the things man looks at. Man looks at the outer appear-
ance, but the Lord looks at the heart.  

You have to feel for Saul. In a matter of hours he went from life 
in the smallest tribe of Israel, the tribe of Benjamin, to the big-
gest stage in all of Israel. One day he was looking for his don-
keys with a servant and the next day he has every donkey and 
every other desirable thing in Israel at his beckon call. That kind 
RI�UDSLG�ULVH�ZRXOG�EH�KDUG�IRU�DQ\RQH��6DXO�QHHGV�*RG�DW� WKH�
center of his life. 

Now we see Samuel getting busy preparing Saul as best he could. 
7KH�ğUVW�WKLQJ�WKDW�KDSSHQV��6DPXHO�DQRLQWV�6DXO�ZLWK�RLO��

Ń7KHQ� 6DPXHO� WRRN� D� ĠDVN� RI� RLO� DQG� SRXUHG� LW� RQ�
Saul’s head and kissed him, saying, ‘Has not the LORD 
DQRLQWHG�\RX�OHDGHU�RYHU�KLV�LQKHULWDQFH"łń��������

Ń6DXO�ZLOO�EH�,VUDHOłV�ğUVW�NLQJ��<RX�ZLOO�UHLJQ�RYHU�,VUDHO��1R�PRUH�
judges; you will now judge. You will save your people from their 
enemies.” Then he tells Saul to go back to his home in the town 
RI�*LEHDK��DQG�D�EXQFK�RI�SURSKHWV�ZLOO� FRPH�GRZQ�IURP�WKH�
hillsides and they will worship and they will prophesy. “The Spirit 
RI�*RG�ZLOO�FRPH�XSRQ�\RX�DQG�\RX�ZLOO�EH�FKDQJHG�DQG�\RX�ZLOO�
NQRZ�*RG�ZLOO�EH�ZLWK�\RX�ń�6DPXHO�JRHV�RQ�DQG�WHOOV�KLP�

“Go down ahead of me to Gilgal. I will surely come 
GRZQ� WR� \RX� WR� VDFULğFH�EXUQW�RIIHULQJV� DQG� IHO�
lowship offerings, but you must wait seven days 
until I come to you and tell you what you are to 
GR�ń�$V�6DXO�WXUQHG�WR�OHDYH�6DPXHO��*RG�FKDQJHG�
6DXOłV�KHDUW��DQG�DOO�WKHVH�VLJQV�ZHUH�IXOğOOHG�WKDW�
GD\������ŋ���

While Saul was worshipping with the prophets, Samuel went to 
a place called Mizpah to the west, and summoned all the people 
of Israel to go there. So everyone made the journey to Mizpah. 
It was going to be a coronation ceremony and great parties at 
night. So Samuel in dramatic fashion stands before all the people 
ZKR�KDG�FRPH�WR�WRZQ�DQG�VDLG��ŃEHFDXVH�\RX�UHMHFWHG�*RG�DQG�
demanded the king, here he is.”  

He introduces all the 12 tribes. The people are wondering which 
WULEH�ZLOO�SURGXFH�WKHLU�ğUVW�NLQJ��,W�ZDV�H[FLWLQJ��)LQDOO\�KH�JHWV�
to the tribe of Benjamin and introduces each clan. The anticipa-
tion is palatable. This is going to be great! Don’t you just get that 
IHHOLQJ"�*HW�\RXU�FDPHUDV�UHDG\��,WłV�DOO�FRPLQJ�WRJHWKHU�EHDXWL-
IXOO\��:RPHQ�VZRRQ��PHQ�NQHHO�GRZQ��*RG�ZLOO�JLYH�XV�D�5RQDOG�
5HDJDQ��*HRUJH�3DWWRQ�DQG�%LOO\�*UDKDP�DOO�LQ�RQH��$QG�WKHQ�KH�
gets to Saul’s clan and introduces his father Kish. 

“Finally Saul son of Kish was chosen. But when 
they looked for him, he was not to be found. So 
they inquired further of the LORD, ‘Has the man 
FRPH� KHUH� \HW"ł� $QG� WKH� /RUG� VDLG�� Ł<HV�� KH� KDV�
hidden himself among the baggage. 

They ran and brought him out, and as he stood 
among the people he was a head taller than any of 

the others. Samuel said, ‘Do you see the man the 
LORD has chosen? There is no one like him among 
all the people.’  Then the people shouted, ‘Long 
OLYH�WKH�NLQJ�łń������������

6DXO�LV�D�FRPSOH[�JX\��+H�ZDV�ĠDZHG�EXW�KH�KDG�WKH�+RO\�6SLULW�
in him. Every single one of us who claim to be followers of Christ 
can relate to this complex guy. How many of us can say, “I do what 
I don’t want to do, and don’t do what I want to do. Sometimes I 
am despondent over my sin and feel totally useless. Other times 
*RG�VKRZV�XS�LQ�VSLWH�RI�PH��$QG�LWłV�RQO\�E\�KLV�JUDFH�ń�

Saul is soon battle tested. An arch enemy of Israel, the 
Ammonites, came across the border and attacked a little vulner-
DEOH�WRZQ�FDOOHG�-DEHVK�*LOHDG��DERXW����PLOHV�QRUWK�DQG�HDVW�RI�
the Jordan River. Saul soon heard that no one was volunteering 
WR�JR�DQG�KHOS�WKH�SHRSOH�DW�-DEHVK�*LOHDG�

“When Saul heard their words, the Spirit of God 
came upon him in power, and he burned with 
anger. He took a pair of oxen, cut them into pieces, 
and sent the pieces by messengers throughout 
Israel, proclaiming, ‘This is what will be done to 
the oxen of anyone who does not follow Saul and 
Samuel.’ Then the terror of the LORD fell on the 
SHRSOH��DQG�WKH\�WXUQHG�RXW�DV�RQH�PDQ����������

The next day Saul led 330,000 volunteers into battle. They routed 
the Ammonites. 

“The people then said to Samuel, ‘Who was it that 
asked, ‘Shall Saul reign over us?’ Bring these men 
to us and we will put them to death.’  But Saul said, 
‘No one shall be put to death today, for this day the 
/25'�KDV�UHVFXHG�,VUDHOń�������������

And the people celebrated the great victory. Samuel felt old and 
tired. He stood up once more before the people and he told them 
KRZ�LW�ZDV�*RG��QRW�D�PDQ��ZKR�GHOLYHUHG�WKHP��+H�ZDUQHG�WKH�
people and he warned this new king.

“’If you fear the LORD and serve and obey him and 
do not rebel against his commands, and if both 
you and the king who reigns over you follow the 
/25'�\RXU�*RG���JRRG��%XW�LI�\RX�GR�QRW�REH\�WKH�
LORD, and if you rebel against his commands, his 
hand will be against you, as it was against your fa�
WKHUVłń������������

In Chapter 13 we are introduced to Saul’s son Jonathan. You like 
him immediately. He too was a mighty warrior, but you see his 
tender heart. He wasn’t hiding away as the King’s coddled son. He 
fought on the front lines, and his men loved him. He led his men 
to victory in a small skirmish with the Philistines and then Saul 
VHQW�IRU�-RQDWKDQ�DQG�KLV�PHQ�WR�MRLQ�KLP�DQG�KLV�PHQ�LQ�*LOJDO��
The Philistines assembled a powerful army to go against Saul in 
*LOJDO��,W�VD\V�WKH�PHQ�ZHUH�DIUDLG��DQG�WKH\�EHJDQ�WR�VFDWWHU��

“When the men of Israel saw that their situation 
was critical and that their army was hard pressed, 
they hid in caves and thickets, among the rocks, 



and in pits and cisterns. Saul remained in Gilgal, 
and all the troops with him were quaking with 
IHDU�� +H� ZDLWHG� �� GD\V�� WKH� WLPH� VHW� E\� 6DPXHO��
but Samuel didn’t come to Gilgal, and Saul’s men 
began to scatter. So he said, ‘Bring me the burnt 
RIIHULQJ�DQG�WKH�IHOORZVKLS�RIIHULQJ�ł��$QG�6DXO�RI�
IHUHG�XS�WKH�EXUQW�RIIHULQJń����������

-XVW� DV� KH� ğQLVKHG�PDNLQJ� WKH�EXUQW� RIIHULQJ�� 6DPXHO� DUULYHG�
and Saul went out to greet him. 

“’What have you done?’ asked Samuel. Saul re�
plied, ‘When I saw that the men were scattering, 
and that you did not come at the set time,  and 
that the Philistines were assembling…, I thought, 
now the Philistines were come down against me 
at Gilgal, and I have not sought the LORD’s favor. 
So I felt compelled to offer the burnt offering.’ 
<RX� DFWHG� IRROLVKO\�ł� 6DPXHO� VDLG�� Ł<RX� KDYH� QRW�
kept the commandment of the Lord your God gave 
\RX�łń�������ŋ����

When he should have been waiting and praying, he thought, “I 
DP�NLQJ�� ,� DP� MXGJH�� ,� FDQ�EH�SULHVW� DOVR�� )RUJHW�ZKDW�6DPXHO�
told me, I have a war to run.”  He was assuming power he didn’t 
KDYH�� D� IDWDO�ĠDZ� IRU� HYHU\� OHDGHU��+H� IHOW� FRPSHOOHG�� ,Q�RWKHU�
words, he’s saying he didn’t have a choice. There is no evidence 
that he repented for this act of rebellion. He blames. He never 
takes personal responsibility. He becomes impatient and takes 
things into his own hands. Samuel doesn’t have any tolerance for 
how Saul tries to justify his actions. And we catch a glimpse that 
*RGłV�XSSHU�VWRU\�ZLOO�FRQWLQXH�ZLWKRXW�6DXO��

“’But now your kingdom will not endure; the Lord 
has sought out a man after his own heart and ap�
pointed him leader of his people, because you have 
QRW�NHSW�WKH�/RUGłV�FRPPDQGłń���������

'R�ZH�OLVWHQ�WR�WKRVH�VHOğVK�WKRXJKWV�WKLQNLQJ��*RG��,łYH�VDFUL-
ğFHG�VR�PXFK�IRU�\RX��*RG��,łYH�VDFULğFHG�P\�WLPH��P\�PRQH\�
P\�UHVRXUFHV��WKH�FKXUFK�DIğUPV�PH�� ,łP�D�JUHDW�DVVHW�WR�\RXU�
work on earth. I’ve earned a little leeway here, I do good things, 
really good things. I don’t have to obey you in this one dark area 
you keep reminding me about. 

<RX�VHH�WKH�IDWDO�ĠDZ�UHYHDOHG�KHUH�LV�GLVREHGLHQFH��6DXO�OLVWHQHG�
to his own voice for guidance, or the voices of his men instead of 
WKH�YRLFH�RI�*RG�WKURXJK�6DPXHO��+H�GLG�ZKDW�KH�VDZ�EHVW�LQ�KLV�
own eyes, and then defended his disobedience as good religion. 

What are the voices we hear? Where are those voices coming 
from that make us angry, fearful? A question for us this morning 
LV��+RZ�GR�,�SXW�P\VHOI�LQ�D�SODFH�WR�OLVWHQ�WR�*RG�LQVWHDG�RI�DOO�
the other voices talking at me? How do I posture myself to really 
OLVWHQ�WR�*RG"�,I�,�KDYH�D�UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�-HVXV�,�KDYH�WKH�VSLULW�
in me. Jesus sent his Spirit. It’s a gift. It’s a myth to believe we 
FDQłW�EH�JXLGHG�E\�WKH�6SLULW��,�JRW�WR�WKLQNLQJ��,I�*RG�FDQ�JXLGH�
Balaam’s donkey he can guide me too. 

<RX�ZDQW�WR�NQRZ�LI�ZKDW�\RX�DUH�KHDULQJ�LV�IURP�*RG"�:KDWHYHU�
impression, whatever word you hear, ask yourself, does what I 
KHDU�DOLJQ������ZLWK�6FULSWXUH"�:LOO�ZKDW�,�KHDU�EH�DIğUPHG�E\�
the community of believing friends I have in my life right now? 
'RHV�ZKDW�,�WKLQN�,�DP�KHDULQJ�IURP�*RG�DERXW�JXLGDQFH�JORULI\�
*RG�DQG�EOHVV�RWKHUV�RU�GRHV�LW�JORULI\�PH�DQG�EOHVV�PH"�

In Chapter 14 we read that Jonathan and his men were once 
again successful in battle. They routed some Philistines; they 
were on the run. Saul took notice and assembled all of his re-
LQIRUFHPHQWV� DQG�ZHQW� LQWR� EDWWOH�� ,W�ZDV� ğHUFH� ğJKWLQJ�� 6DXO�
stood up before his men and said something really stupid.  

‘Now the men of Israel were in distress that day be�
cause Saul had bound the people under an oath, 
saying, ‘Cursed be any man who eats food before 
evening comes, before I have avenged myself on my 
HQHPLHV�ł��6R�QRQH�RI�WKH�WURRSV�WDVWHG�IRRGń���������

What possessed Saul to declare this foolish oath, “if you eat 
before the battle is over I will kill you”? Pride. I’m large and in 
charge and you will listen to me. I am relevant. My will be done. 
<RX�ZLOO�VDFULğFH�\RXU�IRRG�EHFDXVH�,�VDLG�VR��3HULRG��

“When they went into the woods, they saw the 
honey oozing out, yet no one put his hand to 
his mouth, because they feared the oath. But 
Jonathan had not heard that his father had bound 
the people with the oath, so he reached out the 
end of his staff that was in his hand and dipped 
it into the honeycomb. He raised his hand to his 
PRXWK��DQG�KLV�H\HV�EULJKWHQHG������������

“Then Saul said to Jonathan, ‘Tell me what you 
have done.’  So Jonathan told him, ‘I merely tasted 
D�OLWWOH�KRQH\�ZLWK�WKH�HQG�RI�P\�VWDII��$QG�QRZ�,�
must die?’ Saul said, ‘May God deal with me, be 
LW� HYHU� VR� VHYHUHO\�� LI� \RX� GR� QRW� GLH�� -RQDWKDQłń�
�����������

Right there Saul was willing to run a sword through his son in 
RUGHU�WR�PDNH�DQ�H[DPSOH�WKDW�KLV�ZRUG�ZDV�ğQDO��,W�ZRXOG�KDYH�
worked if it wasn’t for Saul’s army rising up to defend Jonathan. 

Ń%XW�WKH�PHQ�VDLG�WR�6DXO��Ł6KRXOG�-RQDWKDQ�GLH�ŋ�
he who has brought about this great deliverance 
LQ�,VUDHO"�1HYHU���$V�VXUHO\�DV�WKH�/25'�OLYHV��QRW�D�
hair of his head will fall to the ground, for he did 
this today with God’s help.’  So the men rescued 
-RQDWKDQ��DQG�KH�ZDV�QRW�SXW�WR�GHDWKń������������

Saul’s leadership authority is unraveling fast now. The men see 
WKDW�*RG� VSRNH�PXFK�PRUH� FOHDUO\� WKURXJK� -RQDWKDQłV� YLFWRU\�
than through Saul’s stupid vow. 

I said something a couple of weeks ago that jeopardized someone. 
If I was unwilling to admit my sin, unwilling to understand how 
my sin hurt others, unwilling to ask for forgiveness, or change 
course, I would have forfeited my leadership authority in this 
SHUVRQ��$QG�,�EHOLHYH�*RG�VKRZHG�PH�JUDFH�DQG�RXU�UHODWLRQVKLS�
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is in a great place. You will stay stupid things, it’s a given. It’s 
what we do after that redeems it. 

“Samuel said to Saul, ‘I am the one the LORD has 
sent to anoint you king over his people Israel; so 
listen now to the message from the LORD. This 
LV�ZKDW�WKH�/RUG�$OPLJKW\�VD\V�� � Ł,�ZLOO�SXQLVK�WKH�
$PDOHNLWHV� IRU�ZKDW� WKH\�GLG� WR� ,VUDHO�ZKHQ� WKH\�
ZD\ODLG�WKHP�DV�WKH\�FDPH�XS�IURP�(J\SWń����������

Remember from Exodus 17 the Amalekites attacked the 
,VUDHOLWHV"�*RG�VDLG�WKDW�WKH\�ZRXOG�EH�DW�ZDU�ZLWK�WKHP�IURP�
JHQHUDWLRQ�WR�JHQHUDWLRQ��*RG�ZDQWHG�KLV�QDWLRQ�SURWHFWHG�IURP�
WKLV�KRUULEOH��HYLO��GHPRQLF�QDWLRQ�RQFH�DQG�IRU�DOO��,Q�YHUVH���*RG�
commands, “totally destroy everything that belongs to them. Do 
not spare a person or cattle or livestock, camels or donkeys.”  So 
Saul attacked with Samuel’s blessing.

Ń+H�WRRN�$JDJ�NLQJ�RI�WKH�$PDOHNLWHV�DOLYH��DQG�DOO�
his people he totally destroyed with the sword. But 
6DXO�DQG�WKH�DUP\�VSDUHG�$JDJ�DQG�WKH�EHVW�RI�WKH�
sheep and cattle, the fat calves and lambs—every�
WKLQJ�WKDW�ZDV�JRRG�ń

“Then the word of the Lord came to Samuel:  ‘I am 
grieved that I have made Saul king, because he has 
turned away from me and has not carried out my 
instructions.’  Samuel was troubled and he cried 
RXW�WR�WKH�/RUG�DOO�WKDW�QLJKW�ń

“Early in the morning Samuel got up and went 
to meet Saul, but he was told, ‘Saul has gone to 
Carmel. There he has set up a monument in his 
own honor and has turned and gone on down to 
*LOJDOłń������Eŋ����

&DQ�\RX�LPDJLQH�WKH�VWUHVV�LQ�6DPXHOłV�KHDUW"�*RG�MXVW�WHOOV�KLP�
WKDW�KH�ZDV�JULHYHG�KH�PDGH�6DXO�NLQJ��DQG�WKHQ�,�ğQG�RXW�6DXO�LV�
PDNLQJ�D�PRQXPHQW�LQ�*RGłV�KRQRU"�1R��LQ�KLV�RZQ�KRQRU��,łP�
not sure Saul ever was humble. He started out a likable self-dep-
recating guy, but in this complicated person, we see pride taking 
over. He was a man full of pride. The purpose of his monument 
was for people to go and pay him homage. 

“When Samuel reached him, Saul said, ‘The Lord 
bless you!  I have carried out the LORD’s instruc�
tions.’ But Samuel said, ‘What then is the bleating of 
sheep in my ears? What is this lowing of cattle that 
I hear? Stop!’ Samuel said to Saul. ‘Let me tell you 
ZKDW�WKH�/RUG�VDLG�WR�PH�ODVW�QLJKWłń�������ŋ����

“’But I did obey the Lord,  Saul said. ‘I went on 
the mission the LORD assigned me. I completely 
GHVWUR\HG�WKH�$PDOHNLWHV�DQG�EURXJKW�EDFN�$JDJ�
their king.  The soldiers took sheep and cattle from 
the plunder, the best of what was devoted to God, 
LQ�RUGHU�WR�VDFULğFH�WKHP�WR�WKH�/RUG�\RXU�*RG�DW�
*LOJDOń������������

7KH�EHVW�LV�UHDOO\�KHUH�WR�VDFULğFH�WR�WKH�/RUG��'LG�\RX�FDWFK�LW"�
7KH�/RUG�Ń\RXUń�*RG��QRW�Ń0\�*RG�ń�QRW�Ń2XU�*RG�ń�Ń<RXU�*RG�ń�
This reveals how far Saul has drifted. He can’t even use the word 
Ń0\ń�*RG��7KLV�LV�D�JRRG�H[DPSOH�RI�WKH�VLQ�RI�SULGH�VHSDUDWLQJ�XV�
IURP�RXU�QHHG�IRU�*RG�DQG�HVWDEOLVKLQJ�XV�DV�RXU�*RG��:KRHYHU�
LV�LQ�FKDUJH�RI�RXU�OLYHV�LV�RXU�*RG��3VDOP������VD\V��“In his pride 
the wicked does not seek him; in all his thoughts there is no room 
for God.” Then Samuel replies with probably one of the most 
well known verses in the book.

“Does the LORD delight in burnt offerings and 
VDFULğFHV� DV�PXFK� DV� LQ� REH\LQJ� WKH� YRLFH� RI� WKH�
/25'"�7R�REH\�LV�EHWWHU�WKDQ�VDFULğFH��DQG�WR�KHHG�
is better than the fat of rams. For rebellion is like 
the sin of divination, and arrogance like the evil of 
idolatry. Because you have rejected the word of the 
/25'��KH�KDV�UHMHFWHG�\RX�DV�NLQJń�������ŋ����

*RG�IDU�PRUH�GHOLJKWV�LQ�REHGLHQFH�WKDQ�UHOLJLRXV�ZRUNV��'RQłW�
HYHU�EH� IRROHG� LQWR�EHOLHYLQJ� \RX� FDQ�XVH� \RXU� VHUYLFH� WR�*RG�
as an excuse to allow something rotting to remain in your life.  
6HUYLFH� WR� *RG� LV� ZRQGHUIXO�� EXW� LW� ZRQłW� KLGH� D� GLVREHGLHQW�
heart. Is there an area that you’ve been withholding from 
*RG"�5HMHFWHG�*RGłV�UHLJQ�LQ�\RXU�OLIH"�7RR�H[WHUQDOO\�IRFXVHG"�
Impatient? Unwise words? Puffed up with pride? Listen to what 
*RG�PLJKW�EH�ZDQWLQJ�WR�WHDFK�\RX�WKLV�PRUQLQJ�

)RU�VRPH�RI�XV� WKH�ULJKW�TXHVWLRQ�WR�DVN�RXUVHOYHV� LV�� Ń,Q�ZKDW�
area do I need to practice obedience?”  We won’t lead well un-
OHVV�ZH� IROORZ�� ,WłV� QRW� DV� GLIğFXOW� DV� \RX�PLJKW� WKLQN� WR� REH\�
him. In the New Testament, John describes it this way, “This is 
ORYH�IRU�*RG���7R�REH\�KLV�FRPPDQGV��$QG�KLV�FRPPDQGV�DUH�QRW�
burdensome.”  

)RU�RWKHUV�RI�XV�WRGD\�ZH�QHHG�WR�WKLQN�RI�VRPHRQH�JRLQJ�GRZQ�
a bad path and commit to pray for him or her. It’s fascinating to 
me that Samuel kept interceding for people even though they 
were sliding away spiritually. If I’m not praying for people, I’m 
QRW�KRQRULQJ�*RG��

When Samuel died, everyone in Israel wept. They wept because 
of all that he had become. He was courageous, obedient, loving, 
DQG�KDG�D�SDVVLRQ�IRU�*RG��2Q�WKH�RWKHU�KDQG�ZKHQ�6DXO�GLHV��
we’re told that David commands the people to weep. 

“It’s man’s way for a man to become a god to save other men, but 
it’s God’s way to turn God into a man to save other men. You are 
the true King. For the sake of your great name Lord, you don’t 
reject us. Even though we sin, God you are still gracious to us. 
No man can be our king. And no man can lead without serving. 
May we serve no one but Jesus, our Savior, Redeemer and King.” 

This manuscript represents the bulk of what was preached at CPC. For further detail, 
please refer to the audio recording of this sermon.


