
For one glorious day in Middle School in 1989, I was the most 
popular kid on campus. I owed my new found fame to a single 
pair of brand new shoes—Reebok Pumps! Since we were poor, 
I can’t remember how I got them, but somehow I did. And at 
lunch time that day, my shoes were the talk of the school! Reebok 
3XPSV�ZHUH�WKH�ğUVW�VKRH�WR�KDYH�DQ�LQWHUQDO� LQĠDWLRQ�V\VWHP�
that uniquely tightened the shoe around your ankle. They were 
incredible! I remember watching NBA star Dominique Wilkins 
RQ�D� WHOHYLVLRQ� FRPPHUFLDO� LQWURGXFLQJ� WKH�5HHERN�3XPS�DQG�
,� KDG� WR� KDYH� D� SDLU�� $� IHZ� \HDUV� ODWHU� LQ� )HEUXDU\� RI� ������ ,�
ZDWFKHG�'HH�%URZQ�LQĠDWH�KLV�5HHERN�3XPSV�LQ�IURQW�RI�D�QD-
tional audience before scoring a title-winning dunk during the 
NBA Slam Dunk Contest. These landmark shoes ushered in a 
QHZ�HUD�RI�H[SHQVLYH�EDVNHWEDOO�VKRHV��,I�\RX�DUH�D�ŃVKRH�KHDGń�
today, you can thank Reebok Pumps.

:KDW�0LGGOH�6FKRRO�NLG�GRHVQłW�ZDQW�WR�ğW�LQ�ZLWK�WKH�FURZGV"�
Companies spend hundreds of millions of dollars making you feel 
WKDW�\RX�GRQłW�ğW�LQ�DQ\�ORQJHU�DQG�QHHG�WKH�ODWHVW�DQG�JUHDWHVW�
VKRHV��MHDQV��SHUIXPH��FDU�DQG�SKRQH��7KH�KXPDQ�QHHG�WR�ğW�LQ�
and be like the culture around us is what makes parents of chil-
GUHQ�H[WUHPHO\�QHUYRXV�DV�RXU�NLGV�JURZ�XS��3DUHQWV�ZDQW�RXU�
NLGV�WR�KDYH�IULHQGV�WKDW�PDNH�JRRG�FKRLFHV�EHFDXVH�ZH�NQRZ�
that who you hang around with is who you’ll start to become. 
2XU�+HDYHQO\�)DWKHU�NQRZV�XV�DV�ZHOO��EHWWHU�WKDQ�ZH�NQRZ�RXU-
VHOYHV��+H�XQGHUVWDQGV�RXU�WHQGHQF\�WR�LPLWDWH�ZKDW�ZH�VHH�DQG�
he is concerned that we follow his example, not the world’s. The 
UHDOLW\�LV��ZH�DOO�DUH�WHPSWHG��HYHU\�VLQJOH�GD\��WR�IROORZ�WKH�SRRU�
examples of our culture instead of following the Lord. 

Coming out of a period of anarchy and chaos, Israel found 
WKHPVHOYHV�IDFLQJ�LQWHQVH�FXOWXUDO�SUHVVXUHV�DV�ZHOO��/LNH�WKH�VXU-
rounding nations, Israel wanted a king to lead them:

“So all the elders of Israel gathered together and 
came to Samuel at Ramah. They said to him, “You 
are old, and your sons do not follow your ways; 
now appoint a king to lead us, such as all the other 
nations have” (1 Samuel 8:4-5).

Israel Wants a King to Lead Them
7KH�HOGHUV�RI�,VUDHO�JDWKHU�WRJHWKHU�DQG�VD\��Ń6DPXHO��\RX�KDYH�
been a great leader, but let’s face it, you are past your prime and 
\RXU�VRQV�DUH�ORVHUV��6R�ZH�ZDQW�\RX�WR�JLYH�XV�D�NLQJ�MXVW�OLNH�
DOO�WKH�RWKHU�QDWLRQV��:H�ZDQW�WR�EH�MXVW�OLNH�HYHU\RQH�HOVH�ń�7KH�
surrounding nations had kings. Israel had priests. Kings were 

mighty. Priests seemed weak. Kings wore royal robes and jewels. 
3ULHVWV�GLGQłW��.LQJV� JDYH�RUGHUV�� 3ULHVWV�SUD\HG��.LQJV�ZHQW� WR�
EDWWOH��3ULHVWV�RIIHUHG�VDFULğFHV���

I want you to notice that wanting a king was not the problem. 
,Q� IDFW�� WKH�/RUG�� LQ�KLV� VRYHUHLJQW\��KDG�EHHQ�SODQQLQJ� WR�JLYH�
Israel a king, only when he thought they were ready for one. 
In The Story, if you look back all the way to Genesis, God tells 
Abraham, who was to be the father of many nations, that “kings 
will come from you” (Genesis 17:6). The problem had to do with 
WKH�WLPLQJ�DQG�PRWLYH�RI�WKLV�UHTXHVW��

1RZ�\RX�KDYH� WR�XQGHUVWDQG� WKDW� WKLV� UHTXHVW�ZDV� D� ELJ� GHDO�
EHFDXVH�LW�JRHV�DJDLQVW�HYHU\WKLQJ�*RG�FUHDWHG�KLV�SHRSOH�WR�EH��
God had said, “you will be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy 
nation” (Exodus 19:6). God told them that they would be a holy 
nation, one that is set apart and different from other nations. 
*RG�VDLG�� ,�ZDQW�\RX�WR� OLYH�DQG�DFW�PXFK�GLIIHUHQWO\�WKHQ�WKH�
VXUURXQGLQJ�QDWLRQV��7KH�/DZ�ZDV�JLYHQ�WR�OD\�RXW�H[DFWO\�KRZ�
WKH\�ZHUH�WR�OLYH��*RG�VDLG��,�ZLOO�EH�\RXU�NLQJ��,�ZLOO�OHDG��JXLGH��
SURWHFW�DQG�ğJKW�IRU�\RX��1RZ�,VUDHO�LV�VD\LQJ��QR�WKDQN�\RX��ZH�
ZDQW� D� UHDO� NLQJ�ZKR�ZLOO� ğJKW� IRU�XV� DQG�ZH�ZDQW�KLP�QRZ��
This request was an all-out rejection of God and of the identity 
of who God created Israel to be. And Samuel knew it and was so 
distraught he cried out to the Lord and God replied:

And the Lord told him: “Listen to all that the people 
are saying to you; it is not you they have rejected, 
but they have rejected me as their king. As they 
have done from the day I brought them up out 
of Egypt until this day, forsaking me and serving 
other gods, so they are doing to you. Now listen to 
them; but warn them solemnly and let them know 
what the king who will reign over them will claim 
as his rights” (verses 7-9).

*RG�WHOOV�6DPXHO��WKH\�KDYHQłW�UHMHFWHG�\RX��WKH\�KDYH�UHMHFWHG�
me. They want a king because apparently I am not a good enough 
king for them. They don’t trust me to take care of them. As you 
UHDG��\RX�FDQ�DOPRVW�IHHO�*RGłV�KHDUW�EUHDNLQJ��+H�KDV�JLYHQ�KLV�
SHRSOH� HYHU\WKLQJ�� EXW� LW� ZDVQłW� HQRXJK��:H� GRQłW� ZDQW� \RX�
anymore, they said, we want a king so that we can be just like 
HYHU\RQH�HOVH��

*RG�KDV� 6DPXHO�ZDUQ� WKHP�RI�ZKDW� D� NLQJ�ZLOO� GR�� 6XUH�� HY-
eryone else had their kings, but those kings were barbaric and 
ZRUVKLSSHG�LGROV��$�NLQJ�ZLOO�IRUFH�\RX�WR�ğJKW�DQG�ZRUN��+H�ZLOO�
tax you and oppress you. Life will become miserable for you. But, 
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*RG�VDLG��EHFDXVH�,�ORYH�\RX��,�ZLOO�JLYH�\RX�ZKDW�\RX�ZDQW�DQG�
\RXłOO�KDYH�WR�IDFH�WKH�FRQVHTXHQFHV�RI�WKDW�GHFLVLRQ��6RPHWLPHV�
*RG�ZLOO�JLYH�\RX�ZKDW�\RX�ZDQW��HYHQ� LI� LWłV�QRW�H[DFWO\�ZKDW�
he wants for you. In other words, be careful what you ask for 
EHFDXVH�\RX�MXVW�PLJKW�JHW�LW��(YHQ�ZLWK�WKDW�VWHUQ�ZDUQLQJ�ZH�
are told,

“But the people refused to listen to Samuel. “No!” 
they said. “We want a king over us. 20 Then we will 
be like all the other nations, with a king to lead 
XV�DQG�WR�JR�RXW�EHIRUH�XV�DQG�ğJKW�RXU�EDWWOHVń�
(verses 19-20).

*RG�UHOHQWV�DQG�JLYHV�WKHP�WKH�H[DFWO\�WKH�NLQG�RI�NLQJ�WKH\�ZDQW��

'R�\RX�ZDQW� WR�EH�KRO\�RU�GR�\RX�ZDQW� WR�EH� MXVW� OLNH� HYHU\-
ERG\�HOVH"�:KHQ�*RG�FDOOV�KLV�SHRSOH�WR�IROORZ�KLP�DQG�WR�EH�
his people, he calls them to be holy. But in our culture we are 
bombarded with images about who we should be and what 
we should do. We are constantly being told to be like this, look 
OLNH�WKLV��WKLQN�OLNH�WKLV�DQG�DFW�OLNH�WKLV��%HLQJ�D�KRO\�DQG�ORYLQJ�
God on the Peninsula is not easy. Just this week I wrestled with 
WKLV�LVVXH��/HYL��P\�ROGHVW�VRQ��ZDV�DVNHG�WR�EH�RQ�D�FRPSHWLWLYH�
WUDYHOLQJ�EDVHEDOO�WHDP�WKDW�ZRXOG�SOD\�HVVHQWLDOO\�\HDU�URXQG��
Initially I was excited about the opportunity and proud of my 
son. But, as I looked at the schedule I saw practices and games 
on Sundays. This would interfere with church. Then I considered 
the costs. I did the math and we are talking hundreds of dollars. 
I then asked myself a hard question, Is this the wise�WKLQJ�WR�GR"�
0\�ZLIH�DQG�,�GLGQłW�KDYH�D�SHDFH�DERXW�LW��(YHQ�WKRXJK�VHYHUDO�
of his friends were on the team and the baseball community says 
this is the way forward if you want your kids to succeed in base-
ball, we felt it wasn’t wise for our family. 

6R�� ,� WDONHG� DERXW� LW�ZLWK�P\� VRQ�ZKR� VLPSO\� UHSOLHG�� Ń,� GRQłW�
want to do it anyway, I’d rather play basketball for my school’s 
WHDP�ń�:RZ��RN��,�VDLG��DQG�WKDW�ZDV�WKDW��%\�WKH�ZD\��,�DP�QRW�
VD\LQJ� LW� LV�ZURQJ�RU�VLQIXO� WR� MRLQ�D� WUDYHOLQJ�VSRUWV� WHDP��0\�
point is, that for my family in this instance, I felt incredible pres-
VXUH�WR�EH�OLNH�HYHU\RQH�HOVH�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG�RI�\RXWK�EDVHEDOO�DQG�
to make a decision based on that.

And so the question for us all is, Do we want to be holy or do we 
ZDQW�WR�EH�OLNH�HYHU\RQH�HOVH"�<RX�ZLOO�VSHQG�\RXUVHOYHV�GRLQJ�
RQH�RI�WKRVH�WZR�WKLQJV��<RX�ZLOO�HLWKHU�VSHQG�\RXU�OLIH�SXUVXLQJ�
the ideal materialistic image that we are presented with ruth-
OHVVO\� HYHU\�GD\�RQ� WKH�3HQLQVXOD�� RU� \RX�ZLOO� SXUVXH�KROLQHVV��
Pursuing holiness often means saying no to good things (like 
baseball) so you can say yes to God things. Pursuing holiness 
often means making people unhappy. Pursuing holiness some-
times requires making hard choices. Pursuing holiness confuses 
some people who don’t understand your decisions. How are you 
GRLQJ� LQ� WKLV� DUHD"� � $UH� \RX�SXUVXLQJ�KROLQHVV� RU�ZRUOGOLQHVV"�
God wanted his people to be set apart and distinct from the sur-
URXQGLQJ�QDWLRQV�� %XW� ,VUDHO� FDYHG� LQWR� WKH�SUHVVXUH� WR�KDYH� D�

NLQJ�DQG�GHFLGHG� WR�SXUVXH�EHLQJ� OLNH�HYHU\RQH�HOVH��:HłOO� VHH�
how that works out for them.

Samuel Appoints Saul as King of Israel 
God leads Samuel to a guy named Saul and says this is the guy. 
0DNH�KLP�NLQJ�RYHU�WKH�SHRSOH��6DXO�VHHPV�WR�EH�WKH�LGHDO�SHUVRQ��
He comes from a great family, he is young and handsome. He 
looks presidential, like an athlete in his prime. So Samuel anoints 
him with oil, which is how you designated people for special of-
ğFHV��DQG�VD\V��\RX�DUH�QRZ�WKH�NLQJ�RI�,VUDHO��<RX�DUH�WKH�NLQJ�
of all of it. But right from the start, Saul seems shy and reluctant 
to take the throne. Early on we begin to see through a series of 
HYHQWV�WKH�WUXH�FRQGLWLRQ�RI�KLV�KHDUW��)RU�H[DPSOH��ZKHQ�DOO�RI�
Israel is brought together by Samuel to meet their new king, Saul 
is found hiding among the supplies! This is what the story says:

They ran and brought him out, and as he stood 
among the people he was a head taller than any of 
the others. Samuel said to all the people, “Do you 
see the man the Lord has chosen? There is no one 
like him among all the people.” Then the people 
shouted, “Long live the king!” (1 Samuel 10:23-24).

They bring him out and we are told that he is bigger and stronger 
WKDQ�DQ\RQH�HOVH� LQ� ,VUDHO� DQG�HYHU\ERG\� VKRXWV�� ORQJ� OLYH� WKH�
king. Samuel says, ok, here is your king, good luck. I hope it 
ZRUNV�RXW��$QG�HYHU\ERG\�JRHV�EDFN�KRPH��

Now right after this we are told that the town of Jabesh Gilead is 
surrounded by the Ammonites who are attempting to capture it. 
7KH�,VUDHOLWHV�OLYLQJ�LQ�WKDW�WRZQ�WU\�WR�PDNH�D�WUHDW\�ZLWK�WKHP�
DQG�HYHQ�DJUHH�WR�EH�VXEMHFW�WR�WKH�$PPRQLWHV��7KH�,VUDHOLWHV�DUH�
WROG�WKDW�LQ�RUGHU�WR�GR�WKDW�WKH\�KDYH�WR�JRXJH�RXW�DOO�RI�WKHLU�
right eyes. War was brutal in the ancient world.  

Saul hears about this and says no way, you don’t do that to my 
people. So he assembles an army, marches up to Jabesh Gilead, 
and slaughters the Ammonites. And when this happens it is a 
rallying point for the Israelites. They look at their new king and 
think, yeah that’s what I’m talking about! This guy is legit. Look 
DW�KRZ�KH�MXVW�KDQGOHG�EXVLQHVV��:H�ğQDOO\�KDYH�D�PLJKW\�NLQJ��
MXVW�OLNH�HYHU\RQH�HOVH��

6R�WKH�SHRSOH�DOO�JR�WR�WKH�WRZQ�RI�*LOHDG�DQG�UHDIğUP�6DXO�DV�
WKHLU�NLQJ�DQG�WKLV�WLPH�WKHUH�LV�D�ELJ�FHOHEUDWLRQ��(YHU\RQH�LV�H[-
FLWHG�DQG�VWRNHG��$QG�WKLV�HDUO\�YLFWRU\�KDV�EHHQ�D�XQLI\LQJ�WKLQJ�
IRU� WKH� IUDFWXUHG� WZHOYH� WULEHV� RI� ,VUDHO�� ,W� KDV� EURXJKW� WKHVH�
tribes together under one strong national leadership and forged 
D�XQLğHG�QDWLRQ��D�NLQJGRP�XQGHU�RQH�FHQWUDO�OHDGHUVKLS��,VUDHO�
is headed in a new direction. And it seems to be going well. 

%XW� 6DPXHO� JLYHV� WKHP� RQH� PRUH� ZDUQLQJ�� VRPHWKLQJ� OLNH� D�
farewell speech. He says, I know this all seems great now. But 
WKLV� NLQJ�WKLQJ� VWLOO� LVQłW� D� JRRG� LGHD�� <RX� KDYH� SXW� \RXUVHOYHV�
LQ�D�GDQJHURXV�VSRW��<RX�KDYH�UHMHFWHG�*RG�DV�\RXU�OHDGHU�DQG�



subjected yourself to a king. And that is dangerous and if you and 
your king aren’t careful, this could be really bad. 

After this warning Saul tries his best to be a good king, but he 
just always seems to be a little bit behind. He is insecure, jealous, 
impatient, and at some key points he makes really poor deci-
VLRQV�� /HW�PH� KLJKOLJKW� WZR�PDMRU� HYHQWV� OHDGLQJ� XS� WR� 6DXOłV�
HYHQWXDO�UHMHFWLRQ�DV�NLQJ��

Two Major Events Lead Up to Saul’s Rejection as 
King
,Q� WKH� ğUVW� LQVWDQFH� 6DXO� OHDGV� KLV� WURRSV� RXW� WR� ğJKW� WKH�
3KLOLVWLQHV��DQG�6DPXHO�WHOOV�KLP�WKDW�KH�ZLOO�PHHW�KLP�LQ�VHYHQ�
GD\V�DQG�KH�ZLOO�DGPLQLVWHU�WKH�SURSHU�VDFULğFHV�WKDW�ZHUH�WR�EH�
JLYHQ�WR�*RG�EHIRUH�WKH�EDWWOH��6HYHQ�GD\V�ODWHU��6DPXHO�KDVQłW�
VKRZQ�XS��+H�LVQłW�ODWH�\HW��EHFDXVH�VDFULğFHV�ZHUH�PDGH�LQ�WKH�
PRUQLQJ�DQG�DW�QLJKW��VR�KH�FRXOG�KDYH�VWLOO�JRWWHQ�WKHUH�WR�RIIHU�
WKH� VDFULğFH� DW�QLJKW� DQG� VWLOO� EHHQ�RQ� WLPH�� %XW�� WURRSV�EHJLQ�
WR�OHDYH��6DXO�SDQLFV�DQG�JHWV�WLUHG�RI�ZDLWLQJ��+H�PRYHV�DKHDG�
DQG�SUHVHQWV�D�EXUQW�RIIHULQJ�WR�*RG��DQG�MXVW�DV�KH�LV�ğQLVKLQJ�
6DPXHO�VKRZV�XS�DQG�VD\V��ZKDW�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG�DUH�\RX�GRLQJ"�,W�
ZDVQłW�6DXOłV�MRE�WR�RIIHU�VDFULğFHV��LW�ZDV�6DPXHOłV��6DPXHO�KDG�
told Saul what God wanted him to do, but Saul got impatient 
and disobeyed the word of the Lord. He’s a man of fear, not faith.

Incredibly, Saul makes excuses and blames his men, the 
3KLOLVWLQHV�� DQG� HYHQ� 6DPXHO��+H� VD\V� WKDW� KH� MXVW�ZDQWHG� WKH�
/RUGłV�IDYRU�EHIRUH�ğJKWLQJ�WKH�3KLOLVWLQHV��,WłV�NLQG�RI�LURQLF�WKDW�
6DXO� WULHG� WR�HDUQ�*RGłV� IDYRU� WKURXJK�DQ�DFW�RI�GLVREHGLHQFH��
%XW�6DPXHO�WHOOV�KLP�KH�PHVVHG�XS��,I�\RX�ZRXOG�KDYH�IROORZHG�
*RG�KH�ZRXOG�KDYH�HVWDEOLVKHG�\RXU�NLQJGRP�RYHU�,VUDHO�IRUHYHU��
EXW�QRW�DQ\PRUH��<RXU�NLQJGRP�ZLOO�FRPH�WR�HQG��7KHUH�ZLOO�EH�
no dynasty for you, Saul. In fact, Samuel says, God is already 
searching for a man after his own heart to lead his people, be-
FDXVH�\RX�ZRQłW�IROORZ�WKH�/RUG��<RXU�KHDUW�LV�QRW�IXOO\�VXUUHQ-
dered to the Lord. 

<RX�ZRXOG�WKLQN�WKLV�PLVWDNH�PLJKW�PDNH�6DXO�VWHS�LW�XS�D�ELW��
repent, and trust the Lord, but it doesn’t. In fact he continues to 
spiral downward. In the second major mistake of Saul’s career, we 
DUH�WROG�WKDW�KH�OHDGV�KLV�WURRSV�RXW�WR�ğJKW�WKH�$PDOHNLWHV�QH[W��
$QG�EHIRUH�KH�JRHV�6DPXHO�JLYHV�KLP�WKHVH�FOHDU�LQVWUXFWLRQV�

“Now go, attack the Amalekites and totally destroy 
all that belongs to them. Do not spare them; put to 
death men and women, children and infants, cattle 
and sheep, camels and donkeys” (1 Samuel 15:3).

*RG�WHOOV�KLP�ZKHQ�\RX�DWWDFN�WKHP�GHVWUR\�HYHU\WKLQJ��:LSH�LW�
all out. The Amalekites were a tribe of people who for centuries 
had attacked the Israelites. God has had enough and it was time 
IRU�WKHP�WR�SD\�IRU�WKHLU�VLQV�DQG�VDYDJHU\��6DXO�ZLQV�WKH�EDWWOH�
but here’s what they do:

“Then Saul attacked the Amalekites all the way 
from Havilah to Shur, near the eastern border of 
Egypt. He took Agag king of the Amalekites alive, 
and all his people he totally destroyed with the 
sword. But Saul and the army spared Agag and 
the best of the sheep and cattle, the fat calves and 
lambs—everything that was good. These they 
were unwilling to destroy completely, but every-
thing that was despised and weak they totally de-
stroyed” (1 Samuel 15:7-9).

'LG�\RX�QRWLFH� WKDW�6DXO�GLGQłW�GHVWUR\�HYHU\WKLQJ"�:K\"�6DXO�
couldn’t help himself. Capturing King Agag was good for his 
reputation. King Agag was a big trophy hanging on the mantel! 
Keeping the choice plunder was also good for Saul’s bank ac-
count and his appetite. His problem really was an issue of his 
heart. An issue of pride. I hear what God wants me to do, but I 
know better. It’s not a big deal. I know God says that this is bad, 
EXW�,�FDQ�ğQG�VRPHWKLQJ�JRRG�LQ�LW��,W�ZLOO�DOO�ZRUN�RXW�LQ�WKH�HQG��
No big deal. 

/HWłV�EH�KRQHVW��ZH�GR� WKDW�D� ORW��GRQłW�ZH"�:H�DUH�H[SHUWV�DW�
ğQGLQJ�WKH�JRRG�LQ�WKH�EDG��,�NQRZ�,�GLVREH\HG�\RX�*RG��EXW�LW�
WXUQHG�RXW�RN��*RG�ZDUQV�XV�LQ�KLV�:RUG��EXW�ZH�WU\�WR�ğQG�ZD\V�
WR� MXVWLI\�RXU�EHKDYLRU��:H�VD\�WKLQJV� OLNH�� LWłV�D�GLIIHUHQW� WLPH�
QRZ��7KLQJV�KDYH�FKDQJHG��3HRSOH�KDYH�FKDQJHG��7KH�ZRUOG� LV�
GLIIHUHQW��7KH�%LEOH�LV�ROG�DQG�LUUHOHYDQW��$QG�OLNH�6DXO��ZH�FRPH�
up with a million excuses to partially obey God. But partial obe-
GLHQFH�LV�QRW�REHGLHQFH�DW�DOO��<RX�FDQłW�SDUWLDOO\�REH\�*RG��,WłV�
one of those things, either you do it or you don’t. And Saul didn’t. 
So God says: 

“Then the word of the Lord came to Samuel: “I 
regret that I have made Saul king, because he has 
turned away from me and has not carried out my 
instructions.” Samuel was angry, and he cried out 
to the Lord all that night” (1 Samuel 15:10-11).

*RG�VD\V��,�UHJUHW�WKDW�,�KDYH�PDGH�6DXO�NLQJ��+H�LVQłW�IROORZLQJ�
me. He has turned away from me. He won’t obey me. He won’t 
submit to me. He won’t surrender to me. Here’s why this was a 
ELJ�GHDO�WR�*RG��*RGłV�SHRSOH��IURP�WKH�YHU\�EHJLQQLQJ�RI�7KH�
Story, are called to be different, to stand out among the other 
QDWLRQV�E\�UHĠHFWLQJ�*RGłV�FKDUDFWHU�DQG�QDWXUH��%\�SOXQGHULQJ�
the prized possessions of the Amalekites, Saul is being just like 
the other kings. Saul’s big mistake was distorting and misrepre-
senting God as cruel and greedy rather than showing he is just 
DQG�KRO\��7KH�RWKHU�QDWLRQV�DUH�OHIW�WR�VD\��Ń7KHUH�LV�QRWKLQJ�VSH-
FLDO�DERXW�WKLV�QHZ�QDWLRQ�DIWHU�DOO�ń

:H��WRR��DUH�UHSUHVHQWDWLYHV�RI�*RG�LQ�WKLV�ZRUOG��:KHQ�ZH�GLV-
obey God we distort God to the world. Most people around us 
will get their take on God from us. We may be the only Bible our 
IULHQGV�DQG�IDPLO\�ZLOO�HYHU�ŃUHDG�ń�:KDW�GRHV�RXU�LQWHUDFWLRQV�
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ZLWK�SHRSOH�DQG�OLIHVW\OH�VD\�WR�RWKHUV�DERXW�WKH�/RUG"�$UH�ZH�
UHSUHVHQWLQJ�KLP�ZHOO"�2U�DUH�ZH�EHLQJ�OLNH�6DXO"

God’s Leaders Lead God’s Way
It doesn’t matter if you are in middle school with a pair of 
5HHERN�3XPSV�RU�FRYHWLQJ�D�QHZ�VSRUWV�FDU�MXVW�OLNH�WKH�RQH�\RXU�
QHLJKERU�GULYHV�� ,W� LV�VR�PXFK�HDVLHU�WU\LQJ�WR�EH� OLNH�HYHU\RQH�
else. But God wants us to be different. Not weird or eccentric, 
but different. The Story is all about God’s relentless pursuit of 
people and the community he is creating that he wants us to 
EH�D�SDUW�RI�IRU�HWHUQLW\��%\�EHLQJ�ŃVDOWń�DQG�ŃOLJKW�ń�E\�OLYLQJ�XQ-
OLNH�HYHU\RQH�HOVH��ZH�RIWHQ�FDWFK�D�VQHDN�SHDN�RI�ZKDW� OLIH� LQ�
this community will be like. God doesn’t want us to just be like 
HYHU\RQH�HOVH��KH�ZDQWV�XV�WR�EH�NQRZQ�E\�RXU�ORYH��+H�ZDQWV�XV�
to look like Jesus. 

More than anything, the life of Saul reminds us about a pow-
erful leadership principle—God’s leaders lead God’s way. Unlike 
6DXO��*RGłV�OHDGHUV�SXW�*RG�ğUVW��7KH\�OLVWHQ�REHGLHQWO\�WR�WKH�
Word of the Lord. They are empowered by the Holy Spirit. They 

DUH�QRW� HDVLO\�PRYHG�E\� FLUFXPVWDQFHV�� 7KH\�RZQ�XS� WR� WKHLU�
PLVWDNHV�� 7KH\� VHHN�*RGłV� DSSURYDO� DQG�QRW�PDQłV��$� OHDGHUłV�
personality and charisma are not as important as humble obe-
dience. But ultimately, God’s leaders will fail. They are imperfect 
and they should ultimately point us to the greatest leader who 
HYHU�OLYHG��-HVXV�

C.S. Lewis once said, each of us will either bend our knee in sub-
PLVVLRQ�DQG�VD\� Ń7K\�ZLOO�EH�GRQH��/RUG�ń�RU�ZH�ZLOO�KHDU�*RG�
VD\�WR�XV�RQ�WKH�GD\�RI�MXGJPHQW��Ń7K\�ZLOO�EH�GRQH�ń�7KH�VWRU\�
of king Saul illustrates this fundamental choice. It points us to 
WKH�QHHG�IRU�DQ�HYHQ�JUHDWHU�NLQJ��.LQJ�-HVXV��-HVXV�FOHDUO\�SXW�
*RG�WKH�)DWKHU�ğUVW��+H�ZDV�HPSRZHUHG�E\�WKH�6SLULW��+H�ZDV�
QRW�PRYHG� E\� FLUFXPVWDQFHV�� +H� QHYHU�PDGH� D�PLVWDNH�� .LQJ�
Jesus was solely focused on obeying the Father and that lead to 
a brutal death on the cross. God’s leaders lead God’s way. God’s 
leaders lead like King Jesus. 

This manuscript represents the bulk of what was preached at CPC. For further detail, 
please refer to the audio recording of this sermon.


