
Today we’re continuing our series through The Story. It’s our 31- 

week journey through the Bible. We are seeing that the Bible is 

really one story about a God who created us out of love and a 

desire to be in relationship with us. It tells how we’ve run away 

from him in our pride and desire to live life on our own terms. 

But this is a story about a God who won’t quit until he wins us 

back; he even goes so far as to send his only Son to bring us home. 

Today we come to chapter 13 of The Story. It’s called Solomon: 

The King Who Had It All. 

The story is told of a certain African tribe that learned an easy 

way to capture ducks in a river. Catching their agile and wary 

dinner would be a feat indeed, so they formulated a plan.

The tribesmen learned to go upstream, place a pumpkin in the 

ULYHU��DQG�OHW�LW�VORZO\�ĠRDW�GRZQ�LQWR�WKH�ĠRFN�RI�GXFNV��$W�ğUVW��
WKH�FDXWLRXV�IRZO�ZRXOG�TXDFN�DQG�Ġ\�DZD\��$IWHU�DOO��LW�ZDVQłW�
RUGLQDU\�IRU�SXPSNLQV�WR�ĠRDW�GRZQ�WKH�ULYHU��%XW�WKH�SHUVLVWHQW�
WULEHVPHQ�ZRXOG�VXEVHTXHQWO\�ĠRDW�DQRWKHU�SXPSNLQ� LQWR�WKH�
re-gathered ducks. Again they would scatter, only to return after 

the strange sphere had passed. Again, the hungry hunters would 

ĠRDW�DQRWKHU�SXPSNLQ��7KLV�WLPH�WKH�GXFNV�ZRXOG�UHPDLQ��ZLWK�
a cautious eye on the pumpkin, and with each successive passing, 

WKH�GXFNV�ZRXOG�EHFRPH�PRUH�FRPIRUWDEOH��XQWLO�WKH\�ğQDOO\�DF-

cepted the pumpkins as a normal part of life.

When the natives saw that the pumpkins no longer bothered the 

ducks, they hollowed out pumpkins, put them over their heads, 

and walked into the river. Meandering into the midst of the un-

suspecting ducks, they pulled them down one at a time. Roast 

GXFN�IRU�GLQQHU�

If we don’t correct our hearts back to God, it won’t be long 

until we start tolerating “pumpkins.” They have a seductive way 

sneaking into certain areas of our lives. It’s a slow fade, one by 

one until we sink beneath them and drown.

This duck and pumpkin story illustrates the life of Solomon. He 

VWDUWHG�RXW�ZHOO��+H�KDG�LW�DOO��EXW�RQH�SXPSNLQ�DW�D�WLPH�ĠRZV�
into his life. Each time he becomes more and more comfortable 

with things he was warned could drown him. There is a lot for 

XV�WR�OHDUQ�LQ�WKLV�VWRU\��(YHU\�RQH�RI�XV�KDV�SXPSNLQV�ĠRDWLQJ�
down our stream that we have become comfortable with that 

can drown us.

'R�\RX�UHPHPEHU�,VUDHOłV�ğUVW�.LQJ"�+LV�QDPH�ZDV�6DXO��:HOO��
he didn’t work out too well so God raised up a second King and 

his name was David. David was far from perfect but he had a 

JHQXLQH�GHVLUH�WR�NQRZ�*RG�DQG�SXW�*RG�ğUVW��$QG�*RG�EOHVVHG�
his reign. God promised David he’d have a descendent on the 

throne of Israel. 

Here is where we pick up our story this morning. Turn in your 

Bibles to 1 Kings chapter 1.

“When King David was very old, he could not 
keep warm even when they put covers over him” 
(1 Kings 1:1).

It’s hard to visualize David as an old man who needs to be cared 

for. As he got older and older, he just couldn’t get warm. I re-

member a few years ago reading this passage and I was thinking, 

“Oh no. I just can’t get warm. I’m getting old.” But now I look at 

this passage and say, “It wasn’t that I was getting old. It’s that 

I was living through winters in Wisconsin.” I have to say, since 

moving to California and living through the last two winters, I 

am not cold. I can get warm. It’s like I am growing younger; kind 

of like that weird Benjamin Button movie.

It was normal that the oldest son would become King, but in this 

case it was more complicated. Several of David’s sons had died 

and his oldest living son, Adonijah, was a jerk who tried to take 

the throne prematurely. So David appointed his son Solomon by 

his wife Bathsheba to be King instead. 

David said, “There have Zadok the priest and 
Nathan the prophet anoint him king over Israel. 
Blow the trumpet and shout, ‘Long live King 
Solomon!’  Then you are to go up with him, and 
he is to come and sit on my throne and reign in my 
place. I have appointed him ruler over Israel and 
Judah” (1:34-35). 

It’s important to know that this was a time of peace and pros-

perity in the kingdom. This was a brief period in Israel’s history 

where they were not at war. For 40 years, 970 BC to 930 BC, 

Solomon sat on the throne of a united Israel where it says, “every 

PDQ� OLYHG�XQGHU�KLV� YLQH�DQG�XQGHU�KLV�ğJ� WUHH� LQ� WKH�GD\V�RI�
Solomon.”  There was no Gaza Strip, no high concrete walls with 

gun towers and check points, no threats of annihilation from 

outside enemies. 

“’I am about to go the way of all the earth,’ he said. 
‘So be strong, act like a man, and observe what 
the Lord your God requires:  Walk in obedience to 
him, and keep his decrees and commands, his laws 
and regulations, as written in the Law of Moses. 
Do this so that you may prosper in all you do and 
wherever you go…”  (2:2-3).
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David is saying, “The Lord is with you, son. This is what I have 

dreamed for our nation and for you. But watch out for pump-

NLQV�ĠRDWLQJ�GRZQ�WKH�ULYHU�ń�:H�VHH�*RGłV�KDQG�RQ�6RORPRQ��
In fact God actually appears to Solomon three times in these 11 

chapters of 1 Kings. In 1 Kings 3 we see that God appears and 

Solomon responds like a godly man. His heart was tender to God.

“At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon during 
the night in a dream, and God said, ‘Ask for what-
ever you want me to give you’” (3:5).

Now imagine this for a moment. Suppose God were to come to 

you at night and say to you, “Ask me for whatever you want… 

QR�ERXQGDULHVĽ�QR�OLPLWVĽ��DQ\WKLQJ�ń�:KDW�ZRXOG�\RX�DVN�IRU"��
:KDW�ZRXOG�LW�EH"�/RRN�DW�.LQJ�6RORPRQłV�UHVSRQVH���

“So give your servant a discerning heart to govern 
your people and to distinguish between right and 
wrong. For who is able to govern this great people 
of yours?” (3:9).

Solomon wanted wisdom, a discerning heart to know the differ-

ence between right and wrong in hard situations. Discernment, 

not for himself, but to govern “this great people” of yours. The 

humility, the desire to serve, to not gain personal blessing for his 

sake, but to be blessed with wisdom for the sake of your people, 

God. Look at God’s blessing.

“The LORD was pleased that Solomon had asked 
for this. So God said to him, ‘Since you have asked 
for this and not for a long life or wealth for your-
self, nor have asked for the death of your enemies 
but for discernment in administering justice, I will 
do what you have asked. I will give you a wise and 
discerning heart, so that there will never have been 
anyone like you, nor will there ever be (3:10–12).

So God makes a pact with Solomon and blesses him with 

wisdom. And did he ever. Much of his wisdom is recorded in the 

three books Solomon wrote: Proverbs, Ecclesiastes and Song of 

Solomon. He describes wisdom as a woman and says she is better 

than rubies, that instruction is better than silver, and knowledge 

better than gold.   

Moreover, I will give you what you have not asked 
for—both wealth and honor—so that in your 
lifetime you will have no equal among kings.’” 
(3:10-13).

You have to wonder… because Solomon didn’t request wealth 

and honor is that the reason God blessed him also with wealth 

DQG�KRQRU�DPRQJ�PHQ"�6RORPRQ�ZDV�D�SRHW�DQG�D�VRQJ�ZULWHU��
He was wiser than all men. His fame rose in surrounding na-

tions and that was God’s plan, that the nations would look to the 

nation of Israel for the way back to God. That Israel would be a 

light to all nations and point them to God. And that the leaders 

in Israel were to honor God and represent him in the court of 

public life and culture. Even the Queen of Sheba made the trip 

from Ethiopia to meet and seek counsel from Solomon. She was 

amazed at the wealth and wisdom of Solomon. 

It goes on to say that Solomon’s interests included music, 

botany, zoology. He hung out with the Nobel Peace Prize win-

ners of the day, the intellectual elite of his day. We can see that 

he appreciated beauty, diversity and creativity. He was an ad-

ministrator and an architect. He built houses, reservoirs, gar-

dens, orchards and vineyards.  And wealth poured into the state 

treasury. It said that in one year over 600 talents of gold came 

into the country. That’s 800,000 ounces or 50,000 pounds. He 

made alliances and did trading with other nations.  He must 

have had a thing for horses. He had 40,000 horse stalls, 1400 

chariots and 12,000 horsemen.  

Ń6RORPRQ�VRQ�RI�'DYLG�HVWDEOLVKHG�KLPVHOI�ğUPO\�
over his kingdom, for the LORD his God was 
with him and made him exceedingly great” (2 
Chronicles 1:1). 

But Solomon’s opus, his grand achievement, was the temple he 

built for the Lord as laid out in 1 Kings chapter 6. It was in this 

time that God allowed Solomon to build his permanent temple 

on the top of Mt. Moriah in the middle of Jerusalem.

The temple wasn’t large, it was only 90 feet long, 30 feet wide 

and 45 feet high, but in scope the project took seven and a half 

years to complete. It was a marvel. Form was as important as 

function for Solomon. A porch led to the main sanctuary with 

inner and outer courts and the holy of holies where God him-

self resided in their presence. God himself dwelled there. Artistic 

detail to carvings and gold overlaid the walls. It was beautiful. It 

was to be God’s permanent home; no more wanderings in the 

wilderness, no threats from other nations… God’s promise to 

$EUDKDP��,VDDF�DQG�-DFRE�ZDV�EHLQJ�IXOğOOHG�

In 1 Kings chapter 9 God appeared to Solomon a second time, 

right after he had offered a prayer of dedication to dedicate the 

temple. He said to Solomon, “if you walk before me faithfully 
and with integrity of heart, and with uprightness as your father 
David did, I will establish your royal throne over Israel forever. 
Your son will succeed you on the throne. But if you or your de-
scendants turn away from me and do not observe the commands 
and decrees I have given you and go off to serve other gods and 
worship them, then I will cut off Israel from the land and reject 
this temple. And the name Israel will be come a byword, and 
object of ridicule among all peoples.” There could be no misun-

derstanding. God had appeared to Solomon this second time to 

warn him as he did.

Some of you are familiar with the study done on frogs in pots of 

warm water. Frogs love pots of warm water. They can swim and 

VZLP�DQG�ZLWK�D�IHZ�ĠLHV�IRU�IRRG��IURJV�FRXOG�OLYH�ORQJ�KHDOWK\�
lives in pots of warm water. But the study showed that when the 

heat was turned up fast and the water got too hot too quickly 

the smart frog would jump out of the suddenly hot water. But 

on the other hand if the temperature of the water was turned up 

gradually, the frog wouldn’t notice the affects and he would lay 



still and not jump out until he literally began to cook in boiling 

ZDWHU��+DSS\�IURJ�JUDGXDOO\�EHFRPLQJ�GHOLFLRXV�IURJ�OHJV�

:K\�DUH�ZH� WDONLQJ�DERXW�D� IURJ� LQ�D�SRW"�%HFDXVH� ,� OLNHQ� WKH�
story of Solomon to be that frog in the pot. The warm happy 

pot of wisdom, wealth and power gradually became hotter and 

hotter with compromise and he was being slow cooked to death. 

You don’t have to be a king to relate to what is about to happen 

in our story. Let’s look at four warnings that God gives us from 

Solomon’s story, warnings that if we ignore we risk getting cooked. 

“Solomon made an alliance with Pharaoh king of 
Egypt and married his daughter. He brought her 
WR�WKH�&LW\�RI�'DYLG�XQWLO�KH�ğQLVKHG�EXLOGLQJ�KLV�
palace and the temple of the LORD, and the wall 
around Jerusalem” (1 Kings 3:1).

So Solomon married Pharaoh’s daughter. It wasn’t formed out of 

the love between two people, it was to form an alliance between 

two nations. It was a marriage based on economics or politics, 

not on God’s precepts for marriage. Solomon is trying to help his 

nation become a player on the world’s stage. 

The Bible takes a dim view of power alliances. God wants us 

to trust in him alone for salvation. Back in Deuteronomy, God 

laid out some very detailed instructions about not marrying 

foreigners who worshipped other gods. God isn’t saying don’t 

marry a person from another race; Boaz married Ruth, Rahab 

joined the clan. No, this isn’t about race, it’s about being spiritu-

ally equally yoked. 

'R�P\�EXVLQHVV�SDUWQHUVKLSV�UHĠHFW�D�IHDU�RI�*RG�RU�GR�,�FRP-

promise for other types of gain. When I need wise counsel, 

ZKHUH�GR�,�JR"��,V�P\�FRXQVHORU��P\�PHQWRU��P\�FRDFK�ZRUNLQJ�
IURP�WKH�VDPH�IRXQGDWLRQ�DV�,�DP"��:KHUH�DP�,�LQYHVWLQJ�LQ�P\�
FORVHVW�IULHQGVKLSV"��$UH�P\�FORVHVW�IULHQGV�RQ�WKH�VDPH�IRXQGD-

WLRQ�DV�,�DP"���

This verse also applies to marriage and dating. Julie and I raised 

our daughters to not date boys, but if they have to make sure 

they are equally yoked in faith. We hope and pray that they stand 

ğUP�RQ�WKHLU�RZQ�VSLULWXDO�IRXQGDWLRQ�WR�ZDQW�*RGłV�EOHVVLQJ�RI�
being equally yoked spiritually. So as early as chapter 3 we see 

Solomon’s grip on God’s Word showing signs of loosening. 

“King Solomon gave twenty towns in Galilee to 
Hiram king of Tyre, because Hiram had supplied 
him with all the cedar and juniper and gold he 
wanted. But when Hiram went from Tyre to see 
the towns that Solomon had given him, he was not 
pleased with them. ‘What kind of towns are these 
you have given me, my brother?’ he asked. And he 
called them the Land of Kabul, a name they have to 
this day” (9:11-13).

Some of you might think of this as not a big deal. But it reso-

nated with me. Remember Israel was to be the light of God to all 

nations. His business partner Hiram gave him unlimited cedar, 

juniper and gold to build his palace right next to the temple. And 

in exchange for the building materials, Solomon gave a bunch of 

crummy towns out in the desert. Hiram tried to talk it through 

with Solomon but we don’t see that Solomon made this right. 

The heat is turned up in the pot with shady business deals and 

treating friends poorly. 

$UH�\RX� LQ� DQ\�XQUHVROYHG� FRQĠLFWV"�$UH� \RX�GRLQJ�HYHU\WKLQJ�
DV�PXFK�DV�LW�GHSHQGV�RQ�\RX�WR�PDNH�D�UHODWLRQVKLS�ULJKW"��'R�
\RX�QHHG�WR�DVN�DQ\RQH�IRU�IRUJLYHQHVV"�'R�\RX�QHHG�WR�PDNH�
generous restitution/ Asking these types of questions help us 

recognize when the heat is on and to jump out of the pot before 

JHWWLQJ�FRRNHG�DQG�GHDO�ZLWK�XQUHVROYHG�FRQĠLFWV��

Solomon not only had Pharaoh’s daughter as a wife, he indulged 

himself beyond anything else recorded in Near East history. 

“King Solomon, however, loved many foreign 
women besides the Pharaoh’s daughter—
Moabites, Ammonites, Edomites, Sidonians and 
Hittites. They were from nations about which 
the LORD had told the Israelites, ‘You must not 
intermarry with them, because they will surely 
turn your hearts after their gods.’  Nevertheless 
Solomon held fast to them in love. He had seven 
hundred wives of royal birth and three hundred 
concubines, and his wives led him astray” (11:1-3).

One thing about Solomon, when he is in, he doesn’t go half 

way. I could see Solomon saying, “I can handle this. I can love 

all these women and still love God. I mean, nothing could ever 

turn my heart from God.”  In fact maybe he hoped he could turn 

their hearts to God. When we embrace the values of those not 

grounded on the foundation of the scriptures, the heat knob is 

turned up another click. I read this and I think, How could this 

ZLVH�PDQ�HYHU�KDYH�LQWLPDF\�WU\LQJ�WR�ORYH������ZRPHQ"�

,V� LW� SRVVLEOH� WR� SOD\� \RXUVHOI� WR� GHDWK"� 2IğFLDOV� DW� D� &KLQHVH�
internet cafe think so ever since a 30-year-old man died after 

playing a game online for three days. The man collapsed, and 

paramedics failed to revive him on the scene. About 100 other 

people using the cafe for internet purposes left in fear. China is 

second only to the U.S. in the number of internet users and is 

home to millions of online gamers who play for hours in public 

internet cafes. Internet addiction has spawned a counseling in-

dustry to treat people who cannot stop playing online games or 

VXUğQJ�WKH�ZHE�IRU�GD\V�DW�D�WLPH�

$OGRXV�+X[OH\łV�ERRN�b%UDYH�1HZ�:RUOGbwas written in 1932, but 

Huxley correctly forecast some of the issues of the 21st century. 

Huxley’s premise was that people would come to love the things 

that enslaved them, and that they would worship the technology 

that would undo their capacities to think. He believed that by 

LQĠLFWLQJ� SOHDVXUH� XSRQ� SHRSOH�� WKH\� FRXOG� EH� FRQWUROOHG�� DQG�
ultimately ruined, by the trivia they pursued.  

“As Solomon grew old, his wives turned his heart 
after other gods, and his heart was not fully 
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devoted to the LORD his God, as the heart of David 
his father had been” (11:4).

It wasn’t that Solomon was just letting his wives practice their 

religion, he was worshipping their gods. The wise man Solomon 

was practicing their religion. Kind of like the thinking today, 

GRQłW� DOO� UHOLJLRQV� EDVLFDOO\� WHDFK� WKH� VDPH� WKLQJ"� ,W� GRHVQłW�
matter what you believe as long as you believe it strongly and it 

keeps you grounded. They worshipped Ashtoreth the goddess of 

the Sidonians through prostitution. The Ammonites worshipped 

0ROHN�E\�VDFULğFLQJ�LQIDQWV�RQ�WKHLU�DOWDUV��7KH�VDPH�JX\�ZKR�
built the Temple of the Living God built a high place of worship 

for his Ammonite wives to worship their god Molek. 

Here is the deal: No one starts out wanting to get cooked. But it 

happens. I’ve seen it happen a lot. If you’re a follower of Christ, 

we don’t want that to happen to you for your own sake, but also 

for the sake of others who are watching, like your kids, your co-

workers and neighbors. People are watching. They know you’re a 

Christian. Maybe they have never read a Bible. Maybe we are the 

only Bible they ever read, and they are relying on us to connect 

with God.

,� ZDQW� WR� HQFRXUDJH� HYHU\RQH� KHUH� WR� GHVLUH� WR� ğQLVK� VWURQJ��
We start out great, but so many of us succumb to the tempta-

tions that Solomon succumbed to and we end up cooked. Pray 

WR�ğQLVK�VWURQJ��IRU�\RXU�RZQ�EOHVVLQJ��EXW�DOVR�IRU�WKH�EOHVVLQJ�
ğQLVKLQJ�ZHOO�LV�IRU�\RXU�NLGV�DQG�\RXU�JUDQGNLGV��\RXU�FRPSDQ\�
and your neighborhood.

I want to encourage you to pray for wisdom. It says in James 1:5 

says, “If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who give 
generously to all.” He goes on to say when you ask, you must 

believe and not doubt. He will deposit it in you. Believe that the 

wisdom Solomon asked for will be given to you to apply God’s 

word to your life and circumstances.

I want to encourage you to read through all 31 Proverbs and 

recognize all the ways we can get cooked. It’s not just romance 

ZLWK�IRUHLJQ�ZRPHQ��LWłV�ğQDQFH��LWłV�ZRUN��LWłV�KRZ�ZH�XVH�RXU�
tongue, a whole bunch of things to be aware of that can torpedo 

the blessings. But that is not enough. Having wisdom wasn’t 

HQRXJK�IRU�6RORPRQ�WR�ğQLVK�VWURQJ��<RX�QHHG�WR�EH�LQ�D�FRP-

munity of people that you invite to hold you accountable. I get 

no sense that Solomon had this. I get the sense he had only “yes” 

men around him.  There was no one to tell him to get out of the 

pot or you will get cooked.

Each of us need to have people in our lives we can say this to:  

If you see me making choices that are bad, if you see me doing 

things, planting seeds that will grow into something really bad, 

please come to me and call me on it so I can deal with that. Make 

a mental list right now of who you’ve invited to do that. If I were 

to pass an open mic around the room right now, would you be 

able to name a person or a few people in your life that you have 

JLYHQ�SHUPLVVLRQ�WR�KROG�\RX�DFFRXQWDEOH"�7KDW�\RX�NQRZ�FDQ�
help you not be deceived by the incremental heat that you don’t 

UHFRJQL]H�WKDW�ZLOO�RQH�GD\�FRRN�\RX"

A while back I was talking loosely about a ministry issue to people 

who were not involved in the issue, in no way had the authority 

or responsibility to solve it, and were placed in a tough spot by 

me to carry it when they did not have the context to understand 

both sides. An elder and friend called me on it. I was humiliated 

DW�WKH�WLPH��Ń:KR�GR�\RX�WKLQN�\RX�DUH"ń�%XW�,�WKDQN�WKHP�WRGD\��
,W�ZDV�JRVVLS�E\�DQ\�GHğQLWLRQ��,�WKLQN�WKHLU�KRQHVW\�DQG�FRXUDJH�
to risk our friendship elevated our ministry and the health of our 

church and saved me from getting cooked. 

&UHGLW���7KH�VSHFLğF�ZRUGLQJ�RI�P\���ZDUQLQJV�IURP�6RORPRQłV�OLIH�LQFOXGHG�LQ�
this message came directly from a Bible Study Guide called “Solomon,” by Chuck 

Swindoll, Insight For Living, 1986, pp. 18-20

This manuscript represents the bulk of what was preached at CPC. For further detail, 
please refer to the audio recording of this sermon.


