
In chapter 15 of The Story God is trying to reach his people with a 
message. It’s like he’s calling them on their cell phone. The ques-
tion is: Will they take the call or put Him through to voicemail? 
And if they take the call, will they listen and not just listen but do 
what He asks? The message God wants them to hear is delivered 
by servants called prophets.

When we left The Story, the nation had split into two kingdoms: 
Ten tribes called Israel in the north and two tribes in the south 
called Judah. Eventually, the northern kingdom of Israel would 
fall to Assyria and over 100 years later the southern kingdom 
would fall to Babylon. You might wonder, why did God allow this 
to happen to his people?

God divided the nation because his chosen people were sending 
the wrong message. He wanted to use them to show the world 
who He is. But they rebelled from God, disobeyed His commands 
DQG�ZRUVKLSSHG�LGROV��7KH\�ZHUHQłW�IXOğOOLQJ�WKHLU�SXUSRVH�WR�EH�
a light and a channel of blessing to the surrounding nations. It’s 
like if our Campus Pastors—Shawn Peterson, Rob Hall and Neal 
Benson—robbed banks in San Francisco and had their mug shots 
posted everywhere, but continued to preach God’s word on 
Sunday mornings. They’d be sending the wrong message. God 
divided the nation to purify the message about His character. 

And God sent prophets to call His people back to obedience. 
They’re called prophets not because they predicted the future, 
though they sometimes did that, but because they spoke God’s 
word. They were His mouthpiece. Their message wasn’t some 
kind of crystal ball through which we see into the future, but 
it was God’s word to His people and it had to do with the here 
and now. The prophets believed God had chosen a people for 
Himself and made a covenant with them. They were the apple 
of His eye, called to display His character to a dark world, but 
they’d broken their end of the deal. And so, these men stood up 
and called them on it. The outstanding quality of these men was 
moral courage. They were the John Waynes of the Bible. They 
rode into town and said what nobody wanted to hear. We need 
more men and women like that today. We don’t need ear tick-
lers; we have lots of those; we need truth tellers who’ll stand 
against the tide come what may.

Today we’re going to look at the life and ministry of just one of 
those prophets who was sent to the Northern Kingdom of Israel 
before they fell to Assyria in 722 BC. His name was Hosea. 

The Story of Hosea
Before we look at Hosea, I want to tell you a story that’s more 
recent. John Edwards ran twice for his party’s presidential 
nomination. He was also John Kerry’s vice presidential run-
ning mate in 2004. In 2008, he admitted having an affair with 
a campaign worker. Later, his wife, Elizabeth, wrote about how 
KHU�KXVEDQGłV�DGXOWHU\�DIIHFWHG�KHU��:KHQ�WKH\�ZHUH�ğUVW�PDU-
ried, she’d pointedly asked him to be faithful. Her greatest fear 
ZDV� KDYLQJ� DQ� XQIDLWKIXO� KXVEDQG�� EXW� VKH� KDG� FRQğGHQFH� LQ�
John’s love for her. When she was diagnosed with breast cancer 
in 2005, he stood by her during her treatment. In 2006, she en-
couraged him to travel without her when necessary to pursue 
his career. She had no idea he’d begun an ongoing relationship 
with another woman. Finally, almost a year after beginning the 
affair, he admitted to her he’d been unfaithful on one occasion. 
She writes, “After I cried, and screamed, I went to the bathroom 
and threw up. And the next day John and I spoke. He wasn’t coy, 
but it turned out he wasn’t forthright either. I felt the ground 
underneath me had been pulled away. I spent months learning 
WR�OLYH�ZLWK�D�VLQJOH�LQFLGHQFH�RI�LQğGHOLW\��$QG�,łG�OLNH�WR�VD\�D�
single incidence is easy to overcome, but it’s not. I am who I am. 
I’m imperfect in a million ways, but I always thought I was the 
kind of woman, the kind of wife to whom a husband would be 
IDLWKIXO��,łG�DVNHG�IRU�ğGHOLW\��EHJJHG�IRU�LW��UHDOO\��ZKHQ�ZH�PDU-
ULHG��,�QHYHU�QHHG�ĠRZHUV�RU�MHZHOU\��,�GRQłW�FDUH�DERXW�YDFDWLRQV�
or a nice car. But I need you to be faithful. Leave me, if you must, 
but be faithful to me if you are with me.”

You can sense the pain and betrayal she and anyone would feel 
under those circumstances. But what if I told you there was once 
a guy who married a woman knowing beforehand that she’d be 
unfaithful? What if I told you one of our prophets was married 
to a woman known to be promiscuous both in and out of mar-
riage? And what if I told you it was God Himself who told this 
prophet to marry her with full knowledge of who she was and 
what she’d go on to do?

This is the story of Hosea. We don’t know a whole lot about him. 
He’s introduced in 1:1.

The word of the Lord that came to Hosea son of 
Beeri during the reigns of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz 
and Hezekiah, kings of Judah, and during the reign 
of Jeroboam son of Jehoash king of Israel:

We know nothing of his father but his name. He spoke to Israel 
LQ�WKH�ğQDO�GD\V�EHIRUH�WKHLU�FRQTXHVW�DQG�H[LOH�LQWR�$VV\ULD��7KH�
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king in Israel was Jeroboam. Based on the names of the kings of 
Judah he also ministered during the reign of others who followed 
Jeroboam. These were kind of the “best of times and the worst 
of times.” It was a time of prosperity in Israel. They seemed to be 
secure from outside threat. These were also very religious people 
and signs of their devotion were everywhere. But it was the worst 
of times because their faith was shallow, their religion was diluted 
and injustice was rampant on every level. Not only that, Assyria to 
the north was on the rise, preparing to march on Israel.

God’s Love is Reckless 
In the midst of this, look what God told Hosea to do.

When the Lord began to speak through Hosea, the 
Lord said to him, “Go, marry a promiscuous woman 
and have children with her, for like an adulterous 
wife this land is guilty of unfaithfulness to the 
Lord.” So he married Gomer daughter of Diblaim, 
and she conceived and bore him a son (1:2–3).

From time to time, God called his prophets to not just speak to 
his people, but to act the message out; to dramatize it. To show 
Israel the magnitude of her rebellion, God told Hosea to marry a 
woman who was promiscuous, perhaps even a prostitute. Some 
ğQG�WKLV�WR�EH�VR�VKRFNLQJ�WKH\�VD\�VKH�FRXOGQłW�KDYH�EHHQ�WKDW�
when Hosea married her but would only later become that way. 
However you look at this, it’s clear Hosea knew what he was get-
ting into.  

But this isn’t just a message about Israel’s unfaithfulness. More 
than anything, this is a message about God’s love; about His re-
lentless love for rebellious people. And God hasn’t changed. He 
still loves rebellious people. I’m so glad for that. Yesterday, I was 
UHĠHFWLQJ�RQ�WKLV�SDVW�\HDU��DQG�WKH�WKLQJ�,�NHSW�FRPLQJ�EDFN�WR�
was how hard and sinful and rebellious my own heart is. But I 
was also struck by God’s love and faithfulness to me. Take Hosea 
and what he teaches us about God’s love. 

One of the things is God’s love is downright reckless. Why would 
a man marry a woman he knew would cheat on him? Who 
would do that? That’s reckless. But here’s something even more 
reckless: What kind of God makes a covenant with a people he 
knows will go chasing after other gods? It doesn’t make sense. 
Why not choose a people you know will be faithful? Why not 
choose people who’ll appreciate your blessings? 

We keep thinking God only loves us when we’re good, or at least 
people try to be good. But He loves the broken. He loves sinners. 
He loves people He knows will fail him. And just as He told Hosea 
to marry Gomer, He enters into covenant with us. Singer Steven 
Curtis Chapman said it well: “In the Gospel, we discover we’re 
far worse off than we thought, and far more loved than we ever 
dreamed.”

We have this little dog named Daisy. We got her from a rescue 
organization and honestly she was a little rough around the 
edges. We brought her home and when you get a dog like that 

WKH�ğUVW� WKLQJ�\RX�GR� LV�PDNH�VXUH�\RXU� IHQFHV�DUH�VHFXUH�DQG�
she can’t get out. We did that the best we could but nevertheless 
there were a few times she managed to escape. And when she 
did we had to go looking for her. Even when we found her, and 
she saw us, she ran. But we kept chasing here down. When you 
think about that, you kind of wonder why anyone would bring 
into their home anyone or anything that would choose to run 
away every time they had a chance. But that’s what God did with 
Gomer and that’s what God does with us.  

God’s Love is Passionate
But Hosea shows us that not only is God’s love reckless, it’s pas-
sionate. We can make the mistake of seeing God’s love as sort of 
matter of fact, even something he’s coldly reluctant to offer. But 
in this story, God says, “Here’s what my love is like: It’s like a man 
madly in love with a woman. He woos her and wins her. They get 
married and have a child together. Everything seems wonderful. 
But then she starts acting strange. She doesn’t want to be near 
him. She goes out with her friends 3-4 nights a week. He begins 
to suspect something is going on. Then one night he follows her 
and watches as she enters another man’s house. He’s angry but 
his heart is broken.” God says, “Hosea, I want my people to un-
derstand how I feel about them by watching how you feel about 
Gomer. Show them the pain I feel.” 

It wasn’t easy to be a prophet! When you love someone pas-
sionately you can get hurt. That’s the nature of love. It’s risky. You 
can’t force someone to love you back. God’s hurt comes out in 
WKH�QDPLQJ�RI�WKH�FKLOGUHQ�VHHQ�LQ�YHUVHV��ŋ���*RPHUłV�ğUVW�FKLOG�
is a little baby boy. He looks like Hosea. But God says in v. 4, “Call 
him Jezreel.” Hosea must have thought, “Did I hear that right?” 
Jezreel was a place, and not a very pleasant place in the history 
of God’s people. It was in Jezreel that a man named Jehu mas-
sacred the house of King Ahab and took the throne. The current 
king, Jeroboam, came from that stock. This is like calling your 
son Auschwitz. God says in v. 4: “I will soon punish the house 
of Jehu for the massacre at Jezreel, and I will put an end to the 
kingdom of Israel.”  

Sounds to me like a wounded lover! But it gets worse. Verse 6 
says, “And Gomer conceived again and gave birth to a daughter.” 
This one didn’t look like Hosea because she didn’t come from 
Hosea. The Lord tells him, “Call her Lo-Ruhamah (which means 
‘not loved’), for I will no longer show love to Israel, that I should 
at all forgive them.” What a name for a little girl—not loved. 
But doesn’t the Bible say God’s love endures forever? It does, but 
when we insist on our own way and cling to our sin, God with-
draws His daily mercies from us.

But Israel still didn’t get it. Four years later when her daughter 
was weaned Gomer went out again and her adultery produced 
another son. God said, “Call him Lo-Ammi (which means ‘not 
my people), for you are not my people and I am not your God.” 



God’s Love is Tough 
In some of the things God says it almost sounds like he’s divorcing 
his people, washing his hands of them. But there’s a purpose, a 
strategy in all of this. You see, God’s love isn’t only reckless and 
passionate, His love is also tough. Hosea didn’t minimize the 
wrong Gomer had done to Him. He didn’t gloss over it. He didn’t 
say, “Oh, it’s no big deal. I know you didn’t mean to do it.” He 
took it seriously. And when Gomer insisted on being unfaithful 
to him, he let her go. He must have known what would happen. 
She’d be used and abused. She’d be called names by those who 
were supposed to love her. She’d be beaten and treated like an 
animal. Hosea couldn’t protect her from all that since she’d run 
away from him. So she’d learn the lessons of life the hard way 
and live out the consequences of her poor choices. 

When we’re unfaithful to God, when we run out on Him, when 
we refuse to listen, He has all kinds of ways of getting our atten-
tion, and most of them have to do with pain. This comes out 
repeatedly in chapter 2. Look at verses 8–13.

“She has not acknowledged that I was the one
bbbbZKR�JDYH�KHU�WKH�JUDLQ��WKH�QHZ�ZLQH�DQG�RLO�
who lavished on her the silver and gold—
bbbbZKLFK�WKH\�XVHG�IRU�%DDO�
Therefore I will take away my grain when it ripens,
bbbbDQG�P\�QHZ�ZLQH�ZKHQ�LW�LV�UHDG\�
I will take back my wool and my linen,
bbbbLQWHQGHG�WR�FRYHU�KHU�QDNHG�ERG\�
So now I will expose her lewdness
bbbbEHIRUH�WKH�H\HV�RI�KHU�ORYHUV�
bbbbQR�RQH�ZLOO�WDNH�KHU�RXW�RI�P\�KDQGV�
I will stop all her celebrations:
bbbbKHU�\HDUO\�IHVWLYDOV��KHU�1HZ�0RRQV�
bbbbKHU�6DEEDWK�GD\VŌDOO�KHU�DSSRLQWHG�IHVWLYDOV�
,�ZLOO�UXLQ�KHU�YLQHV�DQG�KHU�ğJ�WUHHV�
bbbbZKLFK�VKH�VDLG�ZHUH�KHU�SD\�IURP�KHU�ORYHUV�
I will make them a thicket,
bbbbDQG�ZLOG�DQLPDOV�ZLOO�GHYRXU�WKHP�
I will punish her for the days
bbbbVKH�EXUQHG�LQFHQVH�WR�WKH�%DDOV�
she decked herself with rings and jewelry,
bbbbDQG�ZHQW�DIWHU�KHU�ORYHUV�
bbbbEXW�PH�VKH�IRUJRW�ń
declares the Lord.

And why is God doing this? Why is He allowing His beloved to 
suffer so much? Look at 2:14–15.

Ń7KHUHIRUH�,�DP�QRZ�JRLQJ�WR�DOOXUH�KHU�
bbbb,�ZLOO�OHDG�KHU�LQWR�WKH�ZLOGHUQHVV
bbbbDQG�VSHDN�WHQGHUO\�WR�KHU�
There I will give her back her vineyards,
bbbbDQG�ZLOO�PDNH�WKH�9DOOH\�RI�$FKRU�D�GRRU�RI�KRSH�
There she will respond as in the days of her youth,
bbbbDV�LQ�WKH�GD\�VKH�FDPH�XS�RXW�RI�(J\SW�ń

Do you see what God is doing? He’s allowing His people to taste 
the bitter fruit of sin so they’ll return to Him. He’s luring them 
back. It’s tough love. By the way, that’s what eventually hap-
pened with Daisy. She somehow learned her lesson out there. 
Now when she gets out she doesn’t run away anymore. She just 
hangs around our front door until we let her back in. 

There’s a beautiful image at the end of v. 15. God says, “I will 
make the Valley of Achor a door of hope.” There was a place in 
Israel called the Valley of Achor where Joshua dealt with a trou-
blemaker named Achan. Achan means “trouble.” Sometimes you 
and I have to go down into the valley of trouble before we can 
ğQG�D�GRRU�RI�KRSH��6RPH�RI�\RX�DUH�WKHUH�WRGD\�DQG�\RX�QHHG�
to know there’s a door of hope open for you. But you can’t travel 
through it without repentance. The New Testament speaks of 
“sorrow that leads to repentance.” It also speaks of God’s disci-
pline. Hebrews 12:5–6 says, “My son, do not make light of the 
Lord’s discipline, and do not lose heart when he rebukes you, 
because the Lord disciplines the one he loves, and he chastens 
everyone he accepts as his son.” In other words, thank God for 
the valley of trouble where He chastens you because without it 
there’s no door of hope! 

Gordon McDonald, at the passing of a lifelong mentor, wrote this 
about his loyalty and the counsel he gave in crisis: “He was there 
when, many years later, my life fell apart because of a failure for 
which I was totally responsible. In our worst moments of shame 
and humiliation, he came and lived in our home for a week and 
helped us do a searing examination of our lives. We will always 
remember his words: ‘You’re both momentarily in a great dark-
ness. You have a choice to make. You can—as do so many—deny 
this terrible pain, or blame it on others, or run away from it. Or, 
you can embrace this pain together and let it do its purifying 
work as you hear the things God means to whisper into your 
hearts during the process. If you choose the latter, I expect you’ll 
have an adventurous future modeling what true repentance and 
grace is all about.’” 

,QĠLFWLQJ�SDLQ�VRXQGV�FUXHO��EXW�LWłV�UHDOO\�PRUH�OLNH�D�VHYHUH�PHUF\��
Are we letting pain do its purifying work? We do pay a price when 
we don’t follow the Lord. But what kind of price does He pay? 

God’s Love is Costly
God’s love is costly. Look at 3:1.

The Lord said to me, “Go, show your love to your 
wife again, though she is loved by another man 
and is an adulteress. Love her as the Lord loves the 
Israelites, though they turn to other gods and love 
the sacred raisin cakes.”

Remember, Gomer’s been out there for awhile. You’d think 
Hosea was just starting to move on with his life. But God says to 
JR�ğQG�KHU��*R�VKRZ�\RXU�ORYH�IRU�KHU�DJDLQ�HYHQ�WKRXJK�VKHłV�
in another relationship. I want you to show everyone I love Israel 
like that. 
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I must tell you, I’ve known marriages like this, marriages devas-
tated by the unfaithfulness of a spouse. I’ve seen the pain and the 
damage that kind of betrayal brings to a marriage. And sometimes 
a marriage can’t recover from that. But I’ve also seen how there 
can be repentance and forgiveness and healing. It’s not an easy 
thing or a quick thing. And it’s costly to the one who gives it.  

So Hosea goes looking for her. We don’t know how long it took 
him. But one day he found her on the auction block. Look at 3:2.

6R� ,� ERXJKW� KHU� IRU� ğIWHHQ� VKHNHOV� RI� VLOYHU� DQG�
about a homer and a lethek of barley.

Gomer couldn’t have been a pretty site. One thing had led to an-
other and she ended up a slave for sale. By the way, slaves were 
always sold naked. The normal price for a slave was 30 shekels 
of silver. But when Hosea showed up he got her for a bargain: 15 
shekels of silver and a bushel of barley. Imagine her humiliation. 
It’s like she’s being sold in the Dollar Store! Then what did he do? 
Now he owned her. He could do whatever he wanted. She could 
become his slave. He could even kill her. But he clothed her and 
brought her home. Look at 3:3–4.

7KHQ�,�WROG�KHU��Ń<RX�DUH�WR�OLYH�ZLWK�PH�PDQ\�GD\V��
you must not be a prostitute or be intimate with 
any man, and I will behave the same way toward 
you.” For the Israelites will live many days without 
NLQJ�RU�SULQFH��ZLWKRXW�VDFULğFH�RU�VDFUHG�VWRQHV��
without ephod or household gods.

Things couldn’t be the same between them for awhile. She still 
had to wean herself off her lovers as Israel would have to do in 
her exile. But what kind of love is this? It’s costly love. It’s a love 
ZKHUH�*RG�VHHNV�XV�DQG�ğQGV�XV��+H�WKHQ�VWHSV�LQWR�WKH�PDUNHW-
place of sin and buys us out of slavery through the death of His 
own Son. We’re Gomer. We’re being sold on the auction block 
of sin. The world bids for us. Satan bids for us. But Jesus comes 
along and offers Himself. He says, “I bid the price of my blood 
to have that sinner as my own.” The auctioneer says, “That’s the 
highest bid. Sold to the Lord Jesus Christ.” Then what does He 
do? He clothes us with His own righteousness and brings us 
home, teaching us to walk with Him. 

God’s Love is Everlasting 
And because of that, there’s one more thing we can say about His 
love. It’s everlasting. In 3:5 God says something very important.

Afterward the Israelites will return and seek the 
Lord their God and David their king. They will 
come trembling to the Lord and to his blessings in 
the last days.

So He’s looking forward to the time after the exile and in what 
He calls the last days when His people would freely return to seek 
the Lord their God and David their king. At the end of chapter 1 
He spoke about that time as well. Look at 1:10–2:1.

“Yet the Israelites will be like the sand on the sea-
shore, which cannot be measured or counted. In 
the place where it was said to them, ‘You are not 
my people,’ they will be called ‘children of the 
living God.’ The people of Judah and the people 
RI�,VUDHO�ZLOO�FRPH�WRJHWKHU��WKH\�ZLOO�DSSRLQW�RQH�
leader and will come up out of the land, for great 
will be the day of Jezreel.

“Say of your brothers, ‘My people,’ and of your sis-
ters, ‘My loved one.’”

This is looking forward to this present time. The new, regath-
ered Israel is us, the church. This leader, this King Hosea spoke 
of, is the son of David, Jesus Christ. We weren’t God’s people 
but now we are. We weren’t loved but now we are. Look what 
Paul writes about how God has chosen us in Romans 9:23–25, 
“What if he did this to make the riches of his glory known to the 
objects of his mercy, whom he prepared in advance for glory—
even us, whom he also called, not only from the Jews but also 
from the Gentiles? As he says in Hosea: ‘I will call them ‘my 
people’ who are not my people; and I will call her ‘my loved one’ 
who is not my loved one.’” 

In the end God won’t give up or walk out on His people. His love 
does endure forever. In the very last chapter of this book God 
says, “I will heal their waywardness and love them freely, for my 
anger has turned away from them” (14:4).  

God’s love for rebellious people is relentless. It’s a love that’s 
reckless, passionate, tough, costly and everlasting. You can’t 
outrun this love. You might be so far away right now from God, 
but He’s seeking you. He’s calling you. Maybe He’s blocked your 
path with thorn bushes. Maybe He’s walled you in. Maybe He’s 
taken away your grain and your new wine. But make no mistake: 
He wants to turn your valley of trouble into a door of hope. Will 
you let Him do that? When He calls, will you pick it up? Will you 
listen to what He’s saying? Will you do what He tells you to do? 
Or will you put Him off to voicemail? Maybe He’s telling you to 
start a new discipline, or stop a bad habit, or step out in faith in 
some act of obedience.

This manuscript represents the bulk of what was preached at CPC. For further detail, 
please refer to the audio recording of this sermon.


