
This week was a treat for my family; we went on a Disney cruise 
to celebrate our 10-year anniversary! We had never been on a 
cruise before and we had a wonderful time. Being on a cruse is 
great! Someone makes your bed for you. Someone cleans your 
room. You get to experience gorgeous destinations. You can eat 
six meals a day, and they’re all free! They even have an ice cream 
station open all day. There is no commuting, no cooking, no 
cleaning, and tons of fun.

Too bad being on a cruise isn’t reality. Life’s not always a soft bed 
to sleep on with unlimited room service. Sometimes life is more 
of a crisis we’re trying to overcome. We’re all familiar with crisis, 
aren’t we? An unexpected death in the family, a lost job, an un-
wanted divorce, or bad news from the doctor are just a few of the 
different things life can throw at us. I’m no expert on crisis in any 
way, but the question I want to look at this morning is: When a 
FULVLV�KLWV��ZKR�RU�ZKDW�GR�\RX�GHSHQG�RQ"b7KH�REYLRXV�DQVZHU�WR�
this question is God, but all too often we try to solve the problem 
on our own. We depend on ourself in the dark times.

Finally, A Good King
For the last couple of months we’ve been in a series called The 
Story where we’re taking a big picture look at the entire Bible. 
If you look at the artwork around the room you can see we’ve 
turned a corner and are starting the second half of the series. Let 
me refresh our memories where we’re at: the Nation of Israel is 
torn into two smaller weaker nations. Most of these kings have 
EHHQ�GHğQHG�DV�HYLO�DQG�*RG�KDV� VHQW�SURSKHWV� WR�GHFODUH�+LV�
ZRUG�DQG�HQFRXUDJH�WKHP�WR�UHWXUQ�WR�+LP��7KLV�PRUQLQJ�ZHłUH�
JRLQJ�WR� ORRN�DW�WKH� OLIH�RI�.LQJ�+H]HNLDK�DQG�WKH�FULVLV�KH�HQ-
FRXQWHUV��%HIRUH�ZH�JHW�WKHUH�OHWłV�OHDUQ�DERXW�+H]HNLDK�DQG�VHH�
what kind of king he is.

+H� ZDV� WZHQW\�ğYH� \HDUV� ROG� ZKHQ� KH� EHFDPH�
NLQJ�� DQG� KH� UHLJQHG� LQ� -HUXVDOHP� WZHQW\�QLQH�
\HDUV��+LV�PRWKHUłV�QDPH�ZDV�$ELMDK�GDXJKWHU�RI�
=HFKDULDK�� +H� GLG� ZKDW� ZDV� ULJKW� LQ� WKH� H\HV� RI�
WKH�/RUG��MXVW�DV�KLV�IDWKHU�'DYLG�KDG�GRQH��+H�UH-
PRYHG�WKH�KLJK�SODFHV��VPDVKHG�WKH�VDFUHG�VWRQHV�
DQG� FXW� GRZQ� WKH� $VKHUDK� SROHV�� +H� EURNH� LQWR�
SLHFHV�WKH�EURQ]H�VQDNH�0RVHV�KDG�PDGH��IRU�XS�WR�
WKDW�WLPH�WKH�,VUDHOLWHV�KDG�EHHQ�EXUQLQJ�LQFHQVH�
WR�LW���,W�ZDV�FDOOHG�1HKXVKWDQ��

+H]HNLDK� WUXVWHG� LQ� WKH� /RUG�� WKH� *RG� RI� ,VUDHO��
7KHUH�ZDV� QR� RQH� OLNH� KLP� DPRQJ� DOO� WKH� NLQJV�
RI�-XGDK��HLWKHU�EHIRUH�KLP�RU�DIWHU�KLP��+H�KHOG�
IDVW�WR�WKH�/RUG�DQG�GLG�QRW�VWRS�IROORZLQJ�KLP��KH�

NHSW�WKH�FRPPDQGV�WKH�/RUG�KDG�JLYHQ�0RVHV����
.LQJV�����ŋ���

)LQDOO\�WKHUH�LV�D�JRRG�NLQJ��+H]HNLDK�ZDV�WKH���WK�NLQJ�RI�WKH�
VRXWKHUQ�NLQJGRP�RI�-XGDK��+H�ZDV�RQO\����\HDUV�ROG�ZKHQ�KH�
WRRN�WKH�WKURQH�DQG�UHLJQHG�IRU����\HDUV��+H]HNLDK�UHOLHG�RQ�*RG�
DV�KLV�H[FOXVLYH�KRSH�LQ�HYHU\�VLWXDWLRQ��2QH�RI�WKH�ğUVW�UHIRUPV�
+H]HNLDK�PDGH�ZDV�WR�EULQJ�-XGDK�EDFN�WR�WKH�/RUG�E\�UHPRYLQJ�
WKH�SODFHV� RI� LGRO�ZRUVKLS��+H� WKHQ� UHRSHQHG� WKH� 7HPSOH� DQG�
EHJDQ�WR�FHQWUDOL]H�ZRUVKLS�LQ�-HUXVDOHP�RQFH�DJDLQ��)LQDOO\�ZH�
have a king who is seeking God, eradicating idol worship, and 
following the commands of the Lord!

$OWKRXJK�+H]HNLDK�LV�JRRG��WKDW�GRHVQłW�PHDQ�HYHU\WKLQJ�DURXQG�
KLP�ZDV�JRRG��+H]HNLDK�HQFRXQWHUHG�D�FULVLV�FDXVHG�E\�WKH�NLQJ�
of Assyria. Let me sum up chapter 18. The city of Samaria, located 
in the Northern Kingdom, was conquered by Shalmaneser, King 
of Assyria. Thousands of Israelites were deported, taken into cap-
tivity and made slaves. This was a tragedy for Israel. About eight 
years later another King of Assyria, Sennacherib, attacked Judah. 
$V�WKH�$VV\ULDQ�DUP\�DSSURDFKHG�-HUXVDOHP��+H]HNLDK�ğUVW�WULHG�
to negotiate and sent a large sum of gold and silver; if we cal-
FXODWH�WKH�SULFH�RI�MXVW�WKH�JROG�+H]HNLDK�VHQW�ZHłUH�ORRNLQJ�DW�
DURXQG����PLOOLRQ�GROODUV�WR�SD\�RII�WKH�NLQJ�RI�$VV\ULD��

Even though he payed him, the bribe didn’t work. The king of 
Assyria began to lay siege to Jerusalem. We have to understand, 
the Assyrians were masters of war. They would cut off the water 
and food supplies of a city during a siege so that the inhabitants 
RI�WKH�FLW\�ZRXOG�HYHQWXDOO\�GLH�RI�WKLUVW�RU�VWDUYDWLRQ�DQG�ğQDOO\�
give up. Sennacherib also began to attack the emotional state 
of Jerusalem by sending letters of intimidation. Essentially the 
letters said Egypt is too weak to help, your own military force is 
useless and your God apparently doesn’t care. In other words, 
WKHUH�LV�QR�RQH�IURP�ZKRP�+H]HNLDK�FRXOG�H[SHFW�KHOS�

Responding to a Bully
+DYLQJ�D�JRRG�KLVWRULFDO�FRQWH[W�RI�ZKDW�+H]HNLDK�LV�IDFLQJ��OHWłV�
see how he responds.

:KHQ�.LQJ�+H]HNLDK�KHDUG�WKLV��KH�WRUH�KLV�FORWKHV�
DQG�SXW�RQ�VDFNFORWK�DQG�ZHQW�LQWR�WKH�WHPSOH�RI�
WKH�/RUG��������

/HWłV�VWRS�WKHUH��7KH�ğUVW�WKLQJ�+H]HNLDK�GRHV�LV�IROORZ�WKH�FXV-
tomary action of a person in mourning. As an act of humility, 
PRXUQLQJ�� DQG� VXSSOLFDWLRQ�� +H]HNLDK� SXWV� RQ� VDFNFORWK� DQG�
goes directly to meet with God. Although this is contrary to what 
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we’ve seen from the other kings, this is in line with the character 
of the good king.

,Q�DGGLWLRQ� WR� WKLV��+H]HNLDK�JRHV�RQ� WR� VHQG�D�QXPEHU�RI�KLV�
OHDGLQJ�RIğFLDOV�WR�,VDLDK�WKH�SURSKHW�WR�LQWHUFHGH�ZLWK�*RG�RQ�
behalf of the people of Judah. Now you have to know that this is 
a new thing; sending people to the prophet for help. Usually it’s 
been the other way around; usually it’s been the prophet going 
to the king, but this case is different. Most of the kings of Israel 
have avoided the prophet because they wanted to live their life 
apart from God. Look at the request the men bring to Isaiah.

7KH\� WROG� KLP�� Ń7KLV� LV�ZKDW�+H]HNLDK� VD\V�� 7KLV�
GD\� LV� D�GD\�RI�GLVWUHVV� DQG� UHEXNH�DQG�GLVJUDFH��
DV� ZKHQ� FKLOGUHQ� FRPH� WR� WKH� PRPHQW� RI� ELUWK�
DQG�WKHUH�LV�QR�VWUHQJWK�WR�GHOLYHU�WKHP��,W�PD\�EH�
WKDW�WKH�/RUG�\RXU�*RG�ZLOO�KHDU�DOO�WKH�ZRUGV�RI�
WKH�ğHOG�FRPPDQGHU��ZKRP�KLV�PDVWHU�� WKH�NLQJ�
RI�$VV\ULD��KDV�VHQW�WR�ULGLFXOH�WKH�OLYLQJ�*RG��DQG�
WKDW� KH� ZLOO� UHEXNH� KLP� IRU� WKH� ZRUGV� WKH� /RUG�
\RXU�*RG�KDV�KHDUG��7KHUHIRUH�SUD\� IRU� WKH� UHP-
QDQW�WKDW�VWLOO�VXUYLYHVń������ŋ���

'R�\RX�VHH�KRZ�GLUH�WKH�VLWXDWLRQ�KDV�EHFRPH"�+H]HNLDK�LV�GLV-
FRXUDJHG��KXPLOLDWHG�DQG�GRZQFDVW��,I�WKH�ğUVW�FRXSOH�RI�\HDUV�
RI�+H]HNLDKłV�UHLJQ�ZDV�OLNH�EHLQJ�RQ�D�FUXLVH�VKLS��WKH�WLGH�KDV�
FKDQJHG�DQG�KH� LV� LQ� D�GDUN� WLPH�QRZ��+H]HNLDK�KDV� WKH�PHQ�
JUDSKLFDOO\� GHVFULEH� WKH� GD\� DV� D� GD\� RI� JUHDW� KXPLOLDWLRQ��+H�
goes on, in verse 4, to make sure Isaiah knows that the Assyrian 
is mocking God. The arrogance of Sennacherib is revealed, his 
SULGH� LV� EHJLQQLQJ� WR� WDNH� RYHU�� +H]HNLDK�ZDQWV� WR�PDNH� VXUH�
Isaiah clearly understands how dire the situation is for Judah. 
After it’s been explained the request comes from the king: pray 
for us.

,W�ZDV�HDUO\� LQ�P\�PDUULDJH�ZKHQ�D�FORVH�IULHQG�FDOOHG�PH��+H�
ZDV�LQ�WHDUV�DQG�WROG�PH�WKDW�KLV�ZLIH�KDG�OHIW�KLP��+H�ZDV�WKH�
sole bread winner and they had two kids; he didn’t know what 
to do. I suspected they were having problems but I didn’t think it 
ZDV�WKLV�EDG��,�VXVSHFWHG�WKH\�ZHUH�VWUXJJOLQJ�EXW�,�GLGQłW�UHDOL]H�
WKHLU�PDUULDJH�ZDV�LQ�D�FULVLV��+H�WXUQHG�WR�KLV�IULHQGV�DQG�DVNHG�
for prayer in the midst of the crisis he was facing, but eventu-
DOO\� LW�ZDV�WRR�PXFK��+LV�PDUULDJH�IHOO�DSDUW�DQG�HYHQWXDOO\�KH�
walked away from the Lord.

Do you have people in your life you can turn to for prayer or do 
you keep matters hidden thinking they will work themselves 
out in due time? Some people are great at revealing what’s 
JRLQJ�RQ�LQ�WKHLU�OLIH�ZKLOH�LW�VHHPV�OLNH�WKLV�LV�PRUH�GLIğFXOW�IRU�
others. Sometimes you walk into church and someone asks you, 
Ń+RZ�DUH�\RX"ń�<RX�UHVSRQG�ZLWK��Ń*UHDW�ń�DQG�JLYH�D�ELJ�VPLOH��
Unfortunately you lied. In reality you’re not great. You just found 
out your daughter has been sleeping with her boyfriend and she 
thinks she is pregnant. There was a heated discussion at the house 
and last night you blew up at your wife and haven’t talked since. 

$OO� WRR�RIWHQ�ZH�SXW�RQ�RXU� ŃFKXUFK� IDFHń�DQG�NHHS�RXU�SURE-
OHPV�WR�RXUVHOI��+H]HNLDK�PRGHOV�D�YDOXDEOH�OHVVRQ�KHUH�DV�NLQJ��
+H�PRGHOV� WKH� QHHG� WR� EH� RSHQ� DQG� VKDUH� WKH� UHDO� SUREOHP��
it’s safe to ask for prayer. One of my favorite verses in the New 
Testament is from the book of James where he says, “Therefore 
confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that 
you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous person is powerful 
and effective” �-DPHV��������1RZ� WKDW�+H]HNLDK�KDV�PDGH� WKH�
UHTXHVW��ZLOO�*RG�DFW�RQ�EHKDOI�RQ�+LV�SHRSOH"

:KHQ� .LQJ� +H]HNLDKłV� RIğFLDOV� FDPH� WR� ,VDLDK��
,VDLDK�VDLG�WR�WKHP��Ń7HOO�\RXU�PDVWHU��Ł7KLV�LV�ZKDW�
WKH�/RUG�VD\V��'R�QRW�EH�DIUDLG�RI�ZKDW�\RX�KDYH�
KHDUGŌWKRVH�ZRUGV�ZLWK�ZKLFK�WKH�XQGHUOLQJV�RI�
WKH� NLQJ� RI� $VV\ULD� KDYH� EODVSKHPHG�PH�� /LVWHQ��
:KHQ�KH�KHDUV�D�FHUWDLQ�UHSRUW�� ,�ZLOO�PDNH�KLP�
ZDQW�WR�UHWXUQ�WR�KLV�RZQ�FRXQWU\��DQG�WKHUH�,�ZLOO�
KDYH�KLP�FXW�GRZQ�ZLWK�WKH�VZRUGłń������ŋ���

The response from the prophet Isaiah is positive for the good 
NLQJ��2QH�WKLQJ� ,�ğQG� LQWHUHVWLQJ�KHUH� LV� WKDW� ,VDLDK�QHYHU�DVNV�
for time to hear from God. It’s almost as if God had prepared 
Isaiah for the visit and had given him the words to speak. I’ve 
even wondered to myself, “Did the men have a chance to make 
WKH�UHTXHVW�RI�WKH�.LQJ"ń�(LWKHU�ZD\��LW�GRHVQłW�PDWWHU��,VDLDK�UH-
VSRQGV�ZLWK�D�JUHDW�OLQH��ŃGR�QRW�EH�DIUDLG�ń�

The prophet Isaiah continues to let the men know that the king of 
$VV\ULD�ZLOO�KHDU�D�FHUWDLQ�UHSRUW�DQG�ĠHH��RQFH�KH�UHWXUQV�KRPH�
he will be devoured by the sword. Keep both of these in mind 
EHFDXVH�ZH�QHHG�WR�VHH�LI�WKLV�DFWXDOO\�FRPHV�WUXH��+H]HNLDK�KDV�
a decision to make: will he trust God of will he fear man? All too 
often it’s easy to fear man because we can see them. We feel 
their breath on our neck or sense their eyes watching us. If you’re 
having trouble trusting God, listen to what Corrie ten Boom says: 
Ń1HYHU�EH�DIUDLG�WR�WUXVW�DQ�XQNQRZQ�IXWXUH�WR�D�NQRZQ�*RG�ń�
It’s a great quote, but too often we don’t trust God with our un-
known future. The reason we don’t is because we think we can 
do it better, we think God will take too long and we want solu-
tions right now. We want to be in control so instead of trusting 
God we take matters in own hands.

,Q�FKDSWHU����ZH�VDZ�KRZ�+H]HNLDK�WUXVWHG�LQ�WKH�/RUG��:LOO�KH�
continue to in this crisis? Isaiah’s words come true, at the least 
WKH�ğUVW�KDOI�GRHV��LPPHGLDWHO\�

:KHQ�WKH�ğHOG�FRPPDQGHU�KHDUG�WKDW�WKH�NLQJ�RI�
$VV\ULD�KDG� OHIW� /DFKLVK��KH�ZLWKGUHZ�DQG� IRXQG�
WKH�NLQJ�ğJKWLQJ�DJDLQVW�/LEQDK��������

The Assyrians depart from Judah, for a time. While they are gone 
WKH� DUURJDQFH�RI� 6HQQDFKHULE� LV� HOHYDWHG��+H� VHQGV� D� OHWWHU� WR�
+H]HNLDK�GHWDLOLQJ�RXW� WKH�RWKHU�NLQJV�ZKR�KH�KDV�FRQTXHUHG��
+H�VODQGHUV� WKH�*RG�RI� ,VUDHO�DQG�HQFRXUDJHV�+H]HNLDK�QRW� WR�
trust in God, claiming the God of Israel is unable to assist them. 
6R�LQ�RQH�HDU�,VDLDK�VD\V�ŃGRQłW�EH�DIUDLGń�DQG�LQ�WKH�RWKHU�HDU�



6HQQDFKHULE�VD\V�ŃEH�YHU\�DIUDLG�ń�,Q�MXVW�D�PLQXWH�ZHłUH�JRLQJ�WR�
VHH�KRZ�+H]HNLDK�UHVSRQGV�WR�WKH�FULVLV�EXW�ğUVW�,�ZDQW�WR�VKDUH�
a story.

:KHQ� ,�ZDV� LQ� VHPLQDU\� ,�KDG�SURIHVVRU��'U��*HRUJH�+DUDNVLQ��
who shared a compelling story to illustrate how we respond to 
WHQVH�VLWXDWLRQV��,Q�KLV�HDUO\���łV��ZKLOH�DWWHQGLQJ�FROOHJH��*HRUJH�
worked at Disneyland as a server in a very nice restaurant. It was 
just another night at work serving tables and taking peoples’ or-
GHUV��+H�KDG�D�WDEOH�ZKHUH�RQH�RI�WKH�FXVWRPHUV�IHOW�KH�ZDVQłW�
receiving the service he deserved. Maybe it was a rough day or 
maybe it was one too many beers for this customer but at some 
point in the meal the man stood to his feet and began yelling at 
George at the top of his lungs. The tone was deafening and the 
whole dining room silenced to watch the scene. 

Instead of responding how we might have expected, George 
VLPSO\� VDLG�� Ń,łP� VRUU\�� FDQ� ,� KHOS� \RXń� ZLWK� KLV� OLSV� RQO\�� QR�
words. The man was in shock, he didn’t know how to respond so 
he yelled again. This time, in a whisper, George said, “I’m so sorry, 
ZKDW�FDQ�,�GR�WR�KHOS�\RX�ń�7KH�PDQ�H[SHFWHG�KLP�WR�UHVSRQG�LQ�
a louder tone and with aggression, but his humble response de-
fused what could have been a volatile situation. This reminds me 
RI�KRZ�ZH�MXVW�VDZ�+H]HNLDK�UHVSRQG��:KHQ�6HQQDFKHULE�ZDV�
ERDVWLQJ�LQ�KLV�OHWWHU��GHIDPLQJ�*RG�DQG�PRFNLQJ�KLP��+H]HNLDK�
was unwilling to respond in the same type of manner.

Turning to God
The response Isaiah gives is reassuring but the timing is vague. 
We know Sennacherib retreated but he continued to defame 
God by sending another letter. Look how the good King responds 
once again.

+H]HNLDK�UHFHLYHG�WKH�OHWWHU�IURP�WKH�PHVVHQJHUV�
DQG�UHDG�LW��7KHQ�KH�ZHQW�XS�WR�WKH�WHPSOH�RI�WKH�
/RUG�DQG�VSUHDG�LW�RXW�EHIRUH�WKH�/RUG���������

7DNH�QRWLFH�RI�ZKDW�+H]HNLDK�GLG�ZLWK�WKH�OHWWHU�KH�KDG�UHFHLYHG��
+H�EURXJKW�LW�ZLWK�KLP�WR�WKH�7HPSOH��+H�VSUHDGV�LW�RXW�EHIRUH�
the Lord to make certain God sees it. It’s an interesting tactic. 
It’s nothing we haven’t seen before. Dads, think about this. It’s 
DOPRVW�OLNH�ZKHQ�\RXU�FKLOG�EULQJV�\RX�D�EURNHQ�WR\�WR�ğ[��7KH\�
want you to put the head back on or change the batteries or just 
ğ[�WKH�SUREOHP��7KH\�EULQJ�LW�WR�\RX�VR�\RX�FDQ�VHH�LW�DQG�ğ[�LW��
+H]HNLDK�EULQJV�KLV�SUREOHP�WR�WKH�/RUG�

2QFH� LQ� WKH� 7HPSOH� RI� WKH� /RUG� +H]HNLDK� SURFHHGV� WR� SUD\��
Notice this time he doesn’t ask Isaiah to pray for him, but he 
DSSURDFKHV�WKH�/RUG�KLPVHOI��+H]HNLDKłV�SUD\HU�IROORZV�D�IRUPDW�
typical of the most common Psalm. We’re going to take some 
time to study his prayer and see how we can apply it to our lives. 
Let me tell you the three parts of his prayer and what we’re going 
WR� VWXG\�� )LUVW��+H]HNLDK� UHFRJQL]HV� WKH� JUHDWQHVV� RI� WKH� /RUG��
Second, he explains his problem to the Lord. Finally, he asks God 
for assistance. 

7KH� ILUVW� WKLQJ�+H]HNLDK� GRHV� LV� UHFRJQL]H� WKH� JUHDWQHVV� RI�
the Lord.

$QG�+H]HNLDK�SUD\HG�WR�WKH�/RUG��Ń/RUG��WKH�*RG�
RI� ,VUDHO�� HQWKURQHG� EHWZHHQ� WKH� FKHUXELP�� \RX�
DORQH�DUH�*RG�RYHU�DOO�WKH�NLQJGRPV�RI�WKH�HDUWK��
<RX�KDYH�PDGH�KHDYHQ�DQG�HDUWK��*LYH�HDU��/RUG��
DQG�KHDU��RSHQ�\RXU�H\HV��/RUG��DQG�VHH��OLVWHQ�WR�
WKH� ZRUGV� 6HQQDFKHULE� KDV� VHQW� WR� ULGLFXOH� WKH�
OLYLQJ�*RGń�������ŋ����

+H]HNLDK�DIğUPV�WKHUH�LV�QR�RQH�OLNH�WKH�/RUG�*RG��+H]HNLDK�GH-
ğQHV�ZKHUH�*RG�VLWV��*RG�LV�QRW�RQH�RI�PDQ\�JRGV��*RG�LV�QRW�ŃDń�
god in any temple. God is the RQO\�*RG��WKH�RQH�*RG��+H]HNLDK�LV�
FRQIHVVLQJ�*RG�LV�LQ�D�FODVV�DOO�E\�+LPVHOI��WKHUH�LV�QR�RQH�JUHDWHU�
WKDQ�+H��:KHQ�KH�DVNV�*RG�WR�ŃVHH��KHDU�DQG�OLVWHQ�ń�+H]HNLDK�
LV�FRQIHVVLQJ�+H�LV�WKH�OLYLQJ�*RG��$Q�LGRO�FDQQRW�VHH�RU�KHDU�RU�
listen because it is quite simply not living. But the Lord God, who 
+H]HNLDK�LV�SHWLWLRQLQJ��+H�LV�OLYLQJ��+H]HNLDK�DOVR�PDNHV�VXUH�WR�
PHQWLRQ� WKH�GRPLQLRQ�*RG�SRVVHVVHV�DQG�+LV� FUHDWLYH�QDWXUH��
God has not been created, but God is the creator God. God is one 
ZKR�GHVHUYHV�+LV�JUHDWQHVV�WR�EH�UHFRJQL]HG��

This is a great example for us to start out our prayers. It’s easy 
WR�FRPH�WR�*RG�UXVKHG��ZLWK�D�OLVW�RI�ZKDW�ZH�ZDQW�+LP�WR�GR�
and usually there is a timeline attached of when we need to act 
by. The next time you approach the living God try following this 
approach. Come to God but before you ask for anything, before 
making a single request, no matter how simple it may sound, 
UHFRJQL]H� *RGłV� JUHDWQHVV�� 7DNH� VRPH� WLPH� WR� GHFODUH� KRZ�
DPD]LQJ�*RG�LV��6WDQG�LQ�DZH�RI�+LV�FUHDWLYH�DELOLW\�DQG�NQRZ�+H�
LV�WKH�RQO\�*RG��2QFH�\RXłYH�UHFRJQL]HG�*RGłV�JUHDWQHVV�\RX�FDQ�
move on to explain your problems to God.

Ń,W� LV�WUXH��/RUG��WKDW�WKH�$VV\ULDQ�NLQJV�KDYH�ODLG�
ZDVWH� WKHVH� QDWLRQV� DQG� WKHLU� ODQGV�b 7KH\� KDYH�
WKURZQ� WKHLU� JRGV� LQWR� WKH� ğUH� DQG� GHVWUR\HG�
WKHP��IRU�WKH\�ZHUH�QRW�JRGV�EXW�RQO\�ZRRG�DQG�
VWRQH��IDVKLRQHG�E\�KXPDQ�KDQGVń�������ŋ����

7KH�SUREOHP�+H]HNLDK�HQFRXQWHUHG�LV�ZKDW�6HQQDFKHULE�ZURWH�
was true. The Assyrians had laid waste to the other nations. They 
had cut off their water supply. They had caused them to starve. 
+H�KDG�NLOOHG�WKHLU�NLQJV�DQG�EXUQHG�WKHLU�JRGV�LQ�WKH�ğUH��7KHUH�
is a difference: their gods are made of wood and stone; they re-
ally aren’t gods at all.

/HWłV�PDNH�WKLV�SUDFWLFDO��$IWHU�\RXłYH�UHFRJQL]HG�WKH�JUHDWQHVV�
of God take some time to explain your problems. Freely tell God 
how you’re struggling as a parent. Tell God you don’t want to get 
a divorce but you know your spouse does and this is a problem 
for you. Remind God about the foreclosure notice you received 
in the mail. Remind God about your last semester of school and 
how you’re stressed on what’s next in life. Remind God how 
you’ve been out of work. Remind God that you’re having a tough 
time paying your bills this month. No matter what the situation 
is, explain your problem to God. We all have problems, and it’s 
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ELEOLFDO�WR�H[SODLQ�WKRVH�SUREOHPV�WR�*RG��$IWHU�+H]HNLDK�H[SODLQV�
his problem he asks God for assistance against the Assyrians.

Ń1RZ��/RUG�RXU�*RG��GHOLYHU�XV�IURP�KLV�KDQG��VR�
WKDW�DOO�WKH�NLQJGRPV�RI�WKH�HDUWK�PD\�NQRZ�WKDW�
\RX�DORQH��/RUG��DUH�*RGń���������

If you’re in a dark time this morning will you leave here knowing 
\RX�FDQ�DVN�*RG�IRU�DVVLVWDQFH"�+H]HNLDK�ZDV�LQ�D�GDUN�WLPH�DQG�
he knew the only one who could help him was God. Growing 
up on the bottom end of the middle-class, there were times we 
had to ask for help. My mom used to always say to me, “You 
QHYHU�NQRZ�XQOHVV�\RX�DVN�ń�,WłV�WUXH��\RX�QHYHU�NQRZ�XQOHVV�\RX�
ask. You never know if God will assist you unless you ask for as-
sistance. If you take one thing from this message will you re-
member: Dependance on God will carry us through the darkest 
WLPHV��+H]HNLDK�KDV�PRGHOHG�KLV�GHSHQGDQFH�RQ�*RG��+H�WUXVWV�
*RG��+H�GHSHQGV�RQ�*RG�WR�FDUU\�KLP�WKURXJK�WKH�GDUNHVW�WLPH�
of his life. 

In the New Testament we see time and time again where men 
and women depended on God to carry them through dark times. 
,Q�WKH�ERRN�RI�$FWV��FKDSWHU�����ZH�VHH�WKDW�.LQJ�+HURG�EHJDQ�
killing Christians. Once he saw that this made the Jews happy 
he had Peter, one of Jesus’ disciples, arrested and thrown in jail. 
Night after night Peter sat in a cold jail cell awaiting execution. 
+H�ZDV�WKH�PRVW�KHDYLO\�JXDUGHG��QRQ�YLROHQW��SULVRQHU�WKH�MDLO�
KDG� HYHU� VHHQ��+H� NQHZ�+HURG�KDG� NLOOHG�KLV� IULHQG� -DPHV�RQ�
account of Jesus. While sitting in the cold cell he had a decision 
to make: would he depend on God or would he allow his mind 
to wonder as he anticipated his coming death? Peter chose the 
prior, he chose to depend on God in the darkest time he had 
encountered. One night, while he was sleeping, an angel of God 
FDPH�DQG�SXQFKHG�KLP�LQ�WKH�VLGH�VD\LQJ�ŃZDNH�XS�QRZ�ń

The chains on Peter’s wrist fell off like sweat in the Sahara 
Desert. Peter got dressed as quickly as he could, hopping to get 
KLV�SDQWV�RQ�DQG�VOLSSLQJ�RQ�KLV�VDQGDOV��+H�IROORZHG�WKH�DQJHO�
through the jail. They went past one set of guards and…  nothing, 
past another set of guards and it was like he was invisible. The 
next thing Peter knew he was standing in the open streets, in the 
middle of the night, alone. God had freed him from that cold cell 
because Peter chose to depend on God no matter what the situa-
tion. Listen to what A.B. Simpson says: “When we dare to depend 
entirely upon God and do not doubt, the humblest and feeblest 
agencies will become mighty through God, to the pulling down 
RI�VWURQJKROGV�ń

Answer Received
$IWHU�+H]HNLDK�ğQLVKHV�SUD\LQJ� WKH�SURSKHW� ,VDLDK� VHQGV�ZRUG�
letting him know that God has heard his prayer. We don’t 
have time to go through Isaiah’s entire prophecy concerning 
Sennacherib but I would like to look at how the story ends.

7KDW�QLJKW�WKH�DQJHO�RI�WKH�/RUG�ZHQW�RXW�DQG�SXW�
WR� GHDWK� D� KXQGUHG� DQG� HLJKW\�ğYH� WKRXVDQG� LQ�
WKH� $VV\ULDQ� FDPS��:KHQ� WKH� SHRSOH� JRW� XS� WKH�
QH[W�PRUQLQJŌWKHUH�ZHUH�DOO�WKH�GHDG�ERGLHV��6R�
6HQQDFKHULE�NLQJ�RI�$VV\ULD�EURNH�FDPS�DQG�ZLWK-
GUHZ��+H�UHWXUQHG�WR�1LQHYHK�DQG�VWD\HG�WKHUH�

2QH�GD\��ZKLOH�KH�ZDV�ZRUVKLSLQJ�LQ�WKH�WHPSOH�RI�
KLV�JRG�1LVURN��KLV�VRQV�$GUDPPHOHN�DQG�6KDUH]HU�
NLOOHG�KLP�ZLWK�WKH�VZRUG��DQG�WKH\�HVFDSHG�WR�WKH�
ODQG�RI�$UDUDW��$QG�(VDUKDGGRQ�KLV�VRQ�VXFFHHGHG�
KLP�DV�NLQJ�������ŋ����

*RG�VHQGV�WKH�DQJHO�RI�WKH�/RUG�DV�D�GLUHFW�UHVSRQVH�WR�+H]HNLDKłV�
SUD\HU��7KH�DQJHO�SXWV�WR�GHDWK���������$VV\ULDQ�VROGLHUV��6RPH�
VFKRODUV� WKLQN� WKH� QXPEHU� LV� LQĠDWHG�� EXW� ,� WKLQN� WKH� QXPEHU�
is correct. With how large Assyria was, it is totally possible for 
them to have multiple detachments of soldiers in different lo-
cations. This one detachment was totally annihilated. Finally 
Sennacherib returns home where he is murdered, by his own 
VRQ�� LQ� WKH�WHPSOH�RI�KLV�JRG��+LV�JRG�ZDV�XQDEOH�WR�VDYH�KLP�
from the Lord God! And both of Isaiah’s prophecies come true.

This morning we saw that life isn’t always a cruise and we’re re-
minded that we all encounter dire situations. It was refreshing 
WR�VHH�KRZ�+H]HNLDK�FKRVH�WR�SODFH�KLV�WUXVW�LQ�*RG�LQVWHDG�RI�
following the evil practices of the kings who reigned before him. 
Some of you are in the middle of the darkest time you’ve ever 
faced. You feel like things couldn’t get any worse in your life and 
\RX�IHHO�OLNH�OLIH�KDV�EHFRPH�WRR�GLIğFXOW��,QVWHDG�RI�IRFXVLQJ�RQ�
how big your problem is, will you turn your focus to God? Will 
you remind your problems how big *RG is? Will you take a step 
of faith and depend on God to carry you through this dark time?

There are also those of you who aren’t in a dark time; life is going 
pretty good for you. Can I encourage you to depend on God? 
When you depend on God for the things that seem small or in-
VLJQLğFDQW��ULJKW�QRZ�LW�ZLOO�EH�D�QDWXUDO�UHDFWLRQ�WR�GHSHQG�RQ�
God to carry you through the dark times. We are all going to 
face dark times in our life. What matters is who we depend on 
in those times. 

This manuscript represents the bulk of what was preached at CPC. For further detail, 
please refer to the audio recording of this sermon.


