
Four weeks ago God sent prophets to warn His people that judg-

ment would come if they rebelled against Him. Three weeks 

ago the Northern Kingdom was conquered by the Assyrians due 

to their constant rebellion against God. Two weeks ago Judah 

and Jerusalem were conquered by the Babylonians due to their 

constant rebellion against God. Last week Daniel, Shadrach, 

Meshach and Abednego modeled for us what a faithful life to 

God looked like while living in exile. 

Today, as we continue in The Story, the people of God, called 

The Remnant, have returned to Jerusalem to rebuild the temple. 

After living in Babylon for 70 years, King Cyrus is now in charge 

and he says in essence, “go back to Jerusalem, rebuild your 

temple, worship your God. Any Jew who wants to go back home 

is free to do so.” 

Then he went further. He went into the Persian treasure vault, 

got all of the gold and silver and precious gemmed items that 

were taken from the former temple and gave them to the Jews. 

He said, “put these back into your temple.” About 45,000 people 

returned. Thousands of others stayed in Persia. An interesting 

side note, the return of this remnant occurred one year after 

Daniel was thrown into the lion’s den. 

7KHUH�DUH�ğYH�FRQYHUVDWLRQDO�H[FKDQJHV�LQ�WKHVH�YHUVHV��

Ŋ�3HRSOH��Ń:HłUH�EXV\ń

Ŋ�7KH�/RUG��Ń<RXłUH�EXV\�ZLWK�WKH�ZURQJ�DFWLYLWLHVń�

Ŋ�7KH�/RUG��Ń,WłV�WLPH�WR�UHEXLOG�0\�KRXVHń�

Ŋ�3HRSOH��Ń:H�ZLOO�UHEXLOG�<RXU�KRXVHń�

Ŋ�7KH�/RUG��Ń,�DP�ZLWK�\RXń�

,Q�WKH�VHFRQG�\HDU�RI�.LQJ�'DULXV��RQ�WKH�ğUVW�GD\�
of the sixth month, the word of the Lord came 
through the prophet Haggai to Zerubbabel son of 
Shealtiel, governor of Judah, and to Joshua son of 
Jozadak, the high priest:

This is what the Lord Almighty says: “These people 
say, ‘The time has not yet come to rebuild the 
Lord’s house’” (Haggai 1:1–2).

People: “We’re busy” 
The temple was the most vital building in Jerusalem because it 

was the center of all their spiritual activities, their holidays, and 

WKHLU�HQWLUH�VRFLHW\��:KHQ�WKHVH�SHRSOH�UHWXUQHG�WR�-HUXVDOHP��
10 years prior, they had clear instructions and funding from the 

King Cyrus to rebuild the temple. But they’ve hit a snag. The 

VXUURXQGLQJ�QDWLRQV�RI�,VUDHO�ZHUH�FRQFHUQHG�ZLWK�WKH�UHWXUQ�RI�
WKH� ,VUDHOLWHV� DQG� WKHLU� QRQ�FRPSURPLVLQJ� EHOLHIV��:KHQ� WKH\�
walked faithfully with God, they wouldn’t negotiate or compro-

mise. And their God had crazy supernatural power. As a result of 

WKHLU�SUHVVXUH��WKH�,VUDHOLWHV�VWRSSHG�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�RI�WKH�WHPSOH�
DQG� WXUQHG� WKHLU� DWWHQWLRQ� WR� UHEXLOGLQJ� WKHLU� SHUVRQDO� OLYHV��
their houses, farms, livestock, wells, etc. 

Note God’s patience. He’s waited 10 years. Note that God is frus-

trated enough with them that He doesn’t call them “My people” 

but instead “these people.” 

:H�FDQ�UHODWH��$OPRVW�HYHU\�WLPH�,�DVN�D�SHUVRQ�ŃKRZ�DUH�\RX"ń�
WKH�DQVZHU�LV�ŃEXV\�ń�:H�DUH�EXV\�GRLQJ�JRRG�WKLQJV��LPSRUWDQW�
things. And it’s hard to say no when someone needs help or 

when some activity looks like it might fall apart if you don’t get 

involved. Think of how hard it is to say no to all the good stuff at 

Costco! No way you can get out of there for under $100!

,I�ZH�ğOO�RXU�OLYHV�WR�WKH�HGJHV�ZLWK�RXU�EXVLQHVV��ZH�QR�ORQJHU�
KDYH�URRP�IRU�*RGłV�SULRULWLHV��$QG�WR�PDNH�LW�ZRUVH�� LI�ZH�ğOO�
our lives to the edges with our business, we stop asking what 

God’s priorities are.

Then the word of the Lord came through the 
SURSKHW�+DJJDL�bŃ,V�LW�D�WLPH�IRU�\RX�\RXUVHOYHV�WR�
be living in your paneled houses, while this house 
remains a ruin?”

Now this is what the Lord Almighty says: “Give 
careful thought to your ways. You have planted 
much, but harvested little. You eat, but never have 
HQRXJK��<RX�GULQN��EXW�QHYHU�KDYH�\RXU�ğOO��<RX�SXW�
on clothes, but are not warm. You earn wages, only 
to put them in a purse with holes in it” (verses 3–6).

The Lord: “You are busy with the wrong activities” 
The Lord Almighty is a title meaning “The Lord of Hosts.” This 

emphasizes the invincible might behind His commands. Note 

the sarcasm in verse 4. The people have plenty of time to do 

what they have determined to be important. Maybe that looked 

like dual income to save for a child’s college; longer work hours 

to pay for a cabin in Tahoe; more income; a relationship with 

some person. The people had plenty of time to prioritize their 

activities while the most important activity to God was ignored. 

,Q�DQ�DWWHPSW�WR�JHW�WKHLU�DWWHQWLRQ��WKH�/RUG�GHVFULEHV�WKH�RQ�
going lack of satisfaction the people are experiencing. How 

IUXVWUDWLQJ�ZRXOG�WKLV�EH"�1RWKLQJ�LV�EULQJLQJ�D�VHQVH�RI�ŃDKKK�ń�
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Nothing brings a contented heart. The state of their hearts is 

perpetual restlessness. 

:H�OHDUQ�ODWHU�LQ�WKH�FKDSWHU�WKDW�WKH�/RUG�LV�WKH�FDXVH�RI�WKHLU�
restlessness. He is causing their frustration because they are 

living with upside down priorities. They thought they would use 

all their intelligence and education and energy to live a great life 

DQG�EXLOG�D�JUHDW�FLW\��$QG�*RG�VDLG��Ń1R�\RX�ZRQłW��<RXłOO�QHYHU�
DWWDLQ�\RXU�GHVLUHV��,�ZLOO�ZRUN�WR�IUXVWUDWH�\RX�EHFDXVH�WKH�HQG�
RI� \RXU�ZRUN� LV� GHDWK�� ,łG� UDWKHU� \RX� IHHO� IUXVWUDWHG� QRZ� DQG�
maybe this will get your attention and you’ll turn to me and ex-

perience a true and full life before you reach the end of a point-

less life and death.” 

This is what the Lord Almighty says: “Give careful 
thought to your ways. Go up into the mountains 
and bring down timber and build my house, so that 
I may take pleasure in it and be honored,” says the 
Lord. “You expected much, but see, it turned out 
to be little. What you brought home, I blew away. 
Why?” declares the Lord Almighty. “Because of my 
house, which remains a ruin, while each of you is 
busy with your own house. Therefore, because of 
you the heavens have withheld their dew and the 
HDUWK�LWV�FURSV��,�FDOOHG�IRU�D�GURXJKW�RQ�WKH�ğHOGV�
and the mountains, on the grain, the new wine, 
the olive oil and everything else the ground pro-
duces, on people and livestock, and on all the labor 
of your hands” (verses 7–11).

The Lord: “It’s time to rebuild My house”
After 10 years the Lord has determined that circumstances 

have changed enough to end the upside down priorities. After 

ZDLWLQJ����\HDUV�RI� IDLOHG�DWWHPSWV�RI� WKLV� UHPQDQW� WR�ğW�+LP�
LQWR� WKHLU�EXVLQHVV��*RG�SXVKHV� WKH� UHVHW�EXWWRQ��<RX�GRQłW�ğW�
*RG�LQWR�\RXU�SULRULWLHV��+HłOO�QHYHU�ğW��<RX�PDNH�*RG�\RXU�top 

SULRULW\�DQG�ğOO�ZKDWłV� OHIW�ZLWK� WKH� URRP�WKDWłV� OHIW��(YHU\RQH�
KDV�HQRXJK�WLPH�WR�VHUYH�*RG��(YHU\RQH�KDV�HQRXJK�PRQH\�WR�
give to God. But we don’t have enough time and money to do 

everything we want and God. 

Then Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, Joshua son of 
Jozadak, the high priest, and the whole remnant of 
the people obeyed the voice of the Lord their God 
and the message of the prophet Haggai, because 
the Lord their God had sent him. And the people 
feared the Lord (v. 12).

People: “We will rebuild Your house”
The leaders and the whole remnant acted together; no dis-

senters. They had been startled wide-awake by the voice of God. 

1RWLFH� WKH\�GLGQłW� VD\�� Ń7KLV� VHHPV�UHDVRQDEOH��:H�DJUHH�*RG��
:HłYH�JRWWHQ�RXU�OLYHV�LQ�RUGHU�DQG�QRZ�LWłV�WLPH�WR�JLYH�D�OLWWOH�
back to you.” No. They heard the Lord and they completely repri-

oritized their lives. They made God’s top priority their priority. 

They acted. True inner change always leads to outward action. 

:KDW�GRHV�ŃWKH�SHRSOH�IHDUHG�WKH�/RUGń�PHDQ"�

Then Haggai, the Lord’s messenger, gave this mes-
sage of the Lord to the people: “I am with you,” 
declares the Lord. So the Lord stirred up the spirit 
of Zerubbabel son of Shealtiel, governor of Judah, 
and the spirit of Joshua son of Jozadak, the high 
priest, and the spirit of the whole remnant of the 
people. They came and began to work on the house 
of the Lord Almighty, their God, on the twenty-
fourth day of the sixth month (verses 13–15).

The Lord: “I am with you” 
After agreeing to act in obedience, the Lord does what He’s 

been doing all along—He supernaturally empowers and equips 

the people do the work He’s calling them to do. He tells them, 

Ń,�DP�ZLWK�\RX�ń�+H�VWLUUHG�XS�WKH�VSLULW�RI�WKH�OHDGHUV�DQG�WKH�
ZKROH� UHPQDQW�� $XWKRU� 'DYLG� 3ODWW� ZURWH�� Ń7KLV� LV� KRZ�*RG�
works. He puts his people in positions where they are desperate 

for his power, and then he shows his provision in ways that 

display his greatness.”

7KH�SDUDOOHO�EHWZHHQ�WKHVH�YHUVHV�DQG�RXU�OLYHV�WRGD\�LV�VWURQJ��
:KLOH� WKH� ,VUDHOLWHV� ZHUH� FDOOHG� WR� EXLOG� WKH� WHPSOH�� ZH� DUH�
called to build God’s kingdom. God’s top priority is to build His 

kingdom and He wants our top priority to be the same. 

:KDW�LV�LQYROYHG�LQ�EXLOGLQJ�*RGłV�NLQJGRP"�/HWłV�ORRN�DW�ZKDW�
God Himself said when He walked the earth. Jesus’ words and 

actions revealed His single-minded passion to do one thing. 

“For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.” (Luke 

19:10.

Jesus said to them, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, 

but the sick. I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners” 

(Mark 2:17).

“Suppose one of you has a hundred sheep and loses one of them. 

Doesn’t he leave the ninety-nine in the open country and go after 

WKH�ORVW�VKHHS�XQWLO�KH�ğQGV�LW"ń��/XNH�������

Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and 

on earth has been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of 

all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 

Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything 

I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the 

very end of the age” (Matthew 28:18-20).

God is calling us, His people, to make this our top priority; to 

seek and save the lost. God is calling us to rearrange the priorities 

in our lives to make room for this. This might inspire you to act. 

,�KRSH�LW�GRHV��,Q�IDFW��,łYH�EHHQ�UHJXODUO\�SUD\LQJ�WKLV�H[DFW�WKLQJ�
for our church for two months. This might move your heart and 

you determine, right now, that you will obey God and put this 

LQWR�DFWLRQ��,�KRSH�LW�GRHV��

/HW� PH� VKDUH� D� VWRU\� DERXW� WZR� JX\V� ,� NQRZ�� 2QH� LV� QDPHG�
5RJHU��+H�VDLG�KHłV�KHDUG�,łP�D�SDVWRU��,�DVN�KLP�LI�KH�HYHU�JRHV�WR�



FKXUFK��KH�VD\V�QR��,�DVN�KLP�LI�KH�JUHZ�XS�JRLQJ�WR�FKXUFK��1R��,�
DVN�KLP�LI�KH�HYHU�WKLQNV�DERXW�VSLULWXDO�WKLQJV��1R��6R�,�OHW�LW�JR��,�
SUD\�IRU�KLP�DQG�ZDLW��,�LQYLWH�KLP�WR�(DVWHU��,�DVN�KLP�ZKDW�WKH\�
GR�IRU�(DVWHU��7KH\�MXVW�KDYH�D�IDPLO\�PHDO��WKH\�DUHQłW�UHOLJLRXV��
$V�RI�WRGD\��5RJHU�LV�VWLOO�ORVW��%XW�WKDW�GRHVQłW�PHDQ�,łYH�VWRSSHG�
making Jesus’ top priority mine. 

7KHQ� WKHUHłV� %R�� ,�PHW�KLP�DW� FKXUFK�� ,� NQHZ�KH�ZDV� ORVW� DQG�
,�RIIHUHG� WR�PHHW�XS�ZLWK�KLP� LI�KHłG� OLNH� WR� WDON��+H�VDLG�\HV��
)LYH�ZHHNV�ZHQW�E\Ľ�QRWKLQJ��,�SUD\HG��,�VDZ�KLP�DJDLQ��+H�UHDI-
ğUPHG� WKDW�KH�ZDQWHG� WR� WDON� VR�ZH�VHW�XS�D�FRIIHH��:H�PHW��
WDONHG�DERXW�-HVXVł�ORYH�IRU�KLP��,W�ZDV�JUHDW��,W�ZDV�REYLRXV�WKDW�
WKH� /RUG�ZDV� ZRUNLQJ� LQ� %RłV� KHDUW��:H�PHW�PDQ\� WLPHV� IRU�
coffee over a few months and Bo was more and more interested 

LQ�-HVXV��(YHQWXDOO\�� LQ� WKH�TXLHW�RI�KLV�URRP��%R�ZURWH�RXW�KLV�
EHOLHI�LQ�*RG�DQG�-HVXV�DQG�HQGHG�LW�ZLWK�WKHVH�ZRUGV���Ń,�EHOLHYH�
\RXU�ORYH�FDOOV�PH�EDFN�WR�\RX��,�KXPEO\�UHTXHVW�WKDW�\RX��-HVXV��
take away my sins and come to know me personally.” 

Four Tips for Moving Ahead

Confess
Confess the power of jealousy or lust or hatred or despair or con-

WURO�� ,�GRQłW�NQRZ�DERXW�\RX��EXW�,�ğQG�WKDW�P\�HJR�FRQVWDQWO\�
ZDQWV�WR�WDNH�FRQWURO��0\�ĠHVK�ZDQWV�WR�EH�LQ�FRQWURO��WR�VHW�P\�
SULRULWLHV��WR�SXUVXH�P\�JRDOV��:H�ğOO�RXU�OLYHV�ZLWK�WULSV��PHDOV��
sports, cleaning, friendships, work and tiny slivers of rest but “it’s 

all small stuff, pitifully shriveled if it is disconnected from Jesus’ 

one great master work” (Jack Miller). 

So confess your rebellion against God regularly. Recalling the 

deep hole of our depravity from which Jesus’ love rescued us is 

the perfect place to be when we seek and save the lost. 

Pray
By praying our heart is aligned with Jesus’ heart. “Jesus’ soul 

LV� IXOO� RI� VDOYDWLRQ� ğUHń� �-DFN�0LOOHU��� $V�ZH� SUD\�+H� EULQJV� WR�
our mind that the world isn’t supposed to be this way, that my 

friends need the unconditional love of Jesus. There’s a revealing 

that happens in prayer that changes us. Author Jack Miller wrote 

WKLV�SUD\HU��Ń7KDW�WKH�WUXWKV�RI�UHGHPSWLRQ�ZRXOG�EHFRPH�GHHSO\�
felt realities in our inmost being, that we would hate the sin of 

apathy in ourselves and others, and passionately love the lost 

with boldness, tenderness and brokenness.” 

7KHQ��SUD\��DQG� ,�PHDQ�EHJ�� IRU� WKH�6SLULW�RI�*RG�WR�PRYH��+H�
stirred the spirits of the people to rebuild the temple. He will stir 

the spirits of people to see their need for a Savior. Pray for that! 

And He will stir your spirit to empower and use you to explain 

Jesus’ unconditional love to them. 

Know the realm of hearts
7KH� ,VUDHOLWHV� EHFDPH� H[SHUW� EXLOGHUV� ZLWK� ZRRG�� URFNV� DQG�
mortar. They used their hands, arms and shoulders to cut, sand, 

hammer, lay stone in a straight line. Their skills were honed to 

exactness. And a sharp mind was needed to accurately interpret 

WKH� GUDZLQJV� WR� EXLOG� DFFXUDWHO\��:H� VKRXOG� EHFRPH� H[SHUWV�
with matters of the heart. 

'R�\RX�NQRZ�\RXU�RZQ�KHDUW"�<RX�VKRXOG��<RX�ZRQłW�EH�DEOH�WR�
help someone else navigate their heart if you haven’t navigated 

your own. This is done by asking thought-provoking, open-ended 

questions to ourselves and others. Let me give you a few examples. 

» Because of insecurity some people talk all the time, some 

SHRSOH�KDUGO\�VD\�D�ZRUG��:KHQ�VKH�VDLG�WKDW��ZK\�GLG�,�LPPH-

GLDWHO\� VKDUH�P\�RZQ�H[SHULHQFH"�:KDW�PRUH�GLG�VKH�KDYH� WR�
VD\"�:K\�GLG�,�IHHO�WKH�QHHG�WR�GHIHQG�P\VHOI�LQ�WKDW�VLWXDWLRQ"�
:K\�GR�,�KLGH�P\�IDLOXUHV�DQG�WDON�DERXW�P\�VXFFHVVHV"�%\�DVNLQJ�
yourself questions like these you start to learn what’s beneath 

the surface in your heart. 

Ŋ�-RKQ�(OGUHGJH�VD\V�WKDW�PRVW�PHQ�DUH�OLYLQJ�ZLWK�DQ�XQIXOğOOHG�
GUHDP�� 0HQ�� ZKDWłV� \RXUV"� :RPHQ�� ZKDWłV� \RXU� KXVEDQGłV"�
:KDW�DERXW�WKH�SHRSOH�\RX�NQRZ"

» Psychologists have observed that the strongest motivator is 

IHDU��<RX�FDQłW�GHWHUPLQH�WKLV�E\�DVNLQJ�VWUDLJKW�RXW�

» Many people carry regrets for a lifetime. 

Ŋ�$XWKRU�7LP�.HOOHU�GHVFULEHV� IRXU�&RUH� ,GROV��3RZHU��&RQWURO��
&RPIRUW��$SSURYDO��:KDWłV�\RXUV"

Act in unity 
,Q� +DJJDL� ��ZKHQ� WKH� SHRSOH� KHDUG� WKH� /RUG�� LW� VD\V� WKDW� WKH�
ZKROH�UHPQDQW�REH\HG��:LWK�XQLW\��WKHUHłV�VXSSRUW��WKHUHłV�DF-

countability, there’s motivation.

Get some training 
<RX�SUREDEO\� FRXOG�XVH� VRPH� WUDLQLQJ�� WKH�EDVLFV�EHLQJ��:KDW�
scriptures would you use to explain Jesus’ love to someone who 

GRHVQłW�\HW�EHOLHYH"�

“Drifting does not take any effort at all; just stop cultivating the 

knowledge of Christ, and the evil current of secularism does the 

rest. All passion for the lost seems increasingly a fading memory. 

Jesus weeping over Jerusalem, Paul willing to be cursed for the 

sake of his countrymen, those things become very remote to the 

point of being unreal” (Jack Miller). 

This manuscript represents the bulk of what was preached at CPC. For further detail, 
please refer to the audio recording of this sermon.
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