
If you have been following the news lately, no doubt you’ve 
heard the courageous but heartbreaking story of Kayla Mueller. 
A CNN article I read this week online wrote:

Kayla Mueller made helping people her life’s work. After gradu-
ating from college in 2009, she traveled to northern India, the 
Palestinian territories and Israel to assist humanitarian groups, her 
family said through a spokeswoman. She then went to Syria to help 
people whose lives had been torn apart by war, especially children.

Ń6\ULDQV�DUH�G\LQJ�E\�WKH�WKRXVDQGV�DQG�WKH\łUH�ğJKWLQJ�MXVW�WR�WDON�
about the rights we have,” the humanitarian worker told The Daily 
Courier, her hometown paper in Prescott, Arizona, in 2013. “For as 
long as I live, I will not let this suffering be normal.”

ISIS said in an online posting this month that a female American it 
was holding had died in a Jordanian air strike on Raqqa, Syria. The 
0XHOOHU�IDPLO\�FRQğUPHG�KHU�GHDWK�RQ�7XHVGD\�DQG�VDLG�,6,6�WRRN�
her captive in August 2013.¹

What the article failed to report is Kayla was a devout Christian 
who dedicated her young life to helping those in need of 
IUHHGRP��MXVWLFH��DQG�SHDFH��$QRWKHU�DUWLFOH�VKDUHG�PRUH�DERXW�
Kayla’s faith;

During her captivity, Mueller sent her family an emotional letter, 
which they received in the Spring of 2014. Instead of focusing on 
her captors or her bleak situation, Mueller shared with her family 
how her experience had strengthened her faith in God.

She wrote, “I remember mom always telling me that all in all in the 
end the only one you really have is God. I have come to a place in 
experience where, in every sense of the word, I have surrendered 
myself to our creator b/c literally there was no else....+ by God + by 
your prayers I have felt tenderly cradled in freefall.”

She added, “I have been shown in darkness, light + have learned 
that even in prison, one can be free. I am grateful. I have come to 
VHH�WKDW�WKHUH�LV�JRRG�LQ�HYHU\�VLWXDWLRQ��VRPHWLPHV�ZH�MXVW�KDYH�WR�
look for it. I pray each day that if nothing else, you have felt a certain 
closeness + surrender to God as well + have formed a bond of love + 
support amongst one another.”²

I’ve been caught up this week in Kayla’s story for several rea-
sons. First, she lived a life that is the polar opposite of what most 
millennials consider worthy. Millennials are those born from 
1980–2000 roughly. They want to be role models and change 
the world, but they want to do it through designing a billion 
dollar app, or recording a multi-platinum album, or creating a 
critically acclaimed TV show. Their role models are Taylor Swift 
and Mark Zuckerberg. Kayla Mueller didn’t do any of that kind of 
VWXII��VKH�MXVW�ZDQWHG�WR�HQG�VXIIHULQJ�LQ�RXU�ZRUOG��:KDW�VWUXFN�
me about Kayla is how she risked her life to live out her calling. 
She knew that her vocation, the reason she was created by God, 
was to do her part to alleviate suffering in the world. It made me 

wonder, What would I do if I had to risk everything to accom-
plish the one reason I was placed on this earth? What about you?

Today we are going to look at another courageous young woman 
ZKR�ULVNHG�KHU� OLIH� WR� IXOğOO� WKH�RQH� UHDVRQ�VKH�ZDV�SODFHG�E\�
God on this earth. Her name was Esther and her incredible story 
is found in the Book of Esther. What’s so unusual about this book 
is that God’s name is never mentioned, but in this fast-paced 
novela we see the evidence of his presence and protection ab-
solutely everywhere. We’re going to sweep through this entire 
book because if there was ever a time in human history that was 
crying out for courageous leadership, that time is now. Even if 
you’re not a Christian, Esther’s life will challenge us. Let’s begin 
RXU�MRXUQH\�LQ�(VWKHU��������

This is what happened during the time of Xerxes, 
the Xerxes who ruled over 127 provinces stretching 
from India to Cush: At that time King Xerxes 
reigned from his royal throne in the citadel of Susa, 
and in the third year of his reign he gave a banquet 
IRU�DOO�KLV�QREOHV�DQG�RIğFLDOV��7KH�PLOLWDU\�OHDGHUV�
of Persia and Media, the princes, and the nobles of 
WKH�SURYLQFHV�ZHUH�SUHVHQW�

For a full 180 days he displayed the vast wealth of 
his kingdom and the splendor and glory of his maj-
HVW\��:KHQ� WKHVH�GD\V�ZHUH�RYHU�� WKH�NLQJ�JDYH�D�
banquet, lasting seven days, in the enclosed garden 
of the king’s palace, for all the people from the least 
WR�WKH�JUHDWHVW�ZKR�ZHUH�LQ�WKH�FLWDGHO�RI�6XVD�

Finding a Queen
King Xerxes, at his winter palace in Susa, throws the mother of 
all parties that lasted for 180 days. Can you imagine 6 months 
of eating, drinking, dancing, revelry and probably everything 
else you can imagine? All the VIP’s of the kingdom where there 
too. If that weren’t enough, after the 180 days, the king gave 
a banquet for 7 more days. And during the same time, Queen 
Vashti was also hosting a party of her own for the women in the 
palace. On the seventh day, Xerxes is drunk and wants to show 
off one of his personal royal prizes and calls for Queen Vashti to 
come in. The king wants everyone to see her beauty. For some 
reason, Queen Vashti refuses to come in. Some scholars think 
she refuses because she didn’t want to be unveiled. That would 
be scandalous. Others believe the king wanted her to come in 
with just her crown. That’s really scandalous! No one refused to 
obey the king, not even the Queen. The king was furious.

I want you to see here how the author will use the literary tech-
nique of irony all throughout the book. Here you have the most 
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powerful man on earth, showing off all his wealth and power, 
and yet he can’t even get his wife to come into the party. Ouch. 
What the author wants us to see throughout the story is how 
the hidden hand of God, God’s providence, is constantly working 
even when things look really bad. God is setting the stage for a 
new queen, one he will pick. 

King Xerxes, still fuming, consults with his trusted advisors about 
how to handle the situation. They decide to banish the queen 
forever from the king’s presence and they issue a proclamation 
in all the kingdom for men to rule over their households. Talk 
DERXW�D�PDMRU�RYHUUHDFWLRQ��7KH�SDUW\�HQGV�RQ�D�VRXU�QRWH�DQG�
business goes back to usual in the kingdom.

Some time passes and King Xerxes starts to daydream about 
his ex-wife, Queen Vashti. He can’t get her out of his mind and 
his advisors are tired of seeing him moping around the palace. 
I don’t think it’s sex that he needed; he had all the beautiful 
ZRPHQ� KH� FRXOG� KDQGOH�� $OO� KH� KDG� WR� GR� LV� VQDS� KLV� ğQJHUV��
What he wanted was a wife, a partner and someone to share 
life with. So, his advisors come up with a great idea, “Hey, let’s 
round up all the beautiful young virgins of the empire and throw 
a Miss Persia contest! We’ll parade them past you king, and you 
can pick out the very best to be your new queen.” Look with me 
DW�(VWKHU�������

Now there was in the citadel of Susa a Jew of the 
tribe of Benjamin, named Mordecai son of Jair, the 
son of Shimei, the son of Kish, who had been car-
ried into exile from Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar 
king of Babylon, among those taken captive with 
-HKRLDFKLQ�NLQJ�RI� -XGDK��0RUGHFDL�KDG�D�FRXVLQ�
named Hadassah, whom he had brought up be-
FDXVH� VKH� KDG� QHLWKHU� IDWKHU� QRU� PRWKHU�� 7KLV�
young woman, who was also known as Esther, had 
D� ORYHO\� ğJXUH� DQG� ZDV� EHDXWLIXO�� 0RUGHFDL� KDG�
taken her as his own daughter when her father 
DQG�PRWKHU�GLHG�

Two King’s Men—Mordecai and Haman
Mordecai is a Jew, living in exile and raising a young girl named 
Esther. We are told two things about Esther: she was an orphan 
DQG�VKH�ZDV�EHDXWLIXO��7KH�WH[W�VD\V�VKH�KDV�D�ORYHO\�ğJXUH��<RX�
get the idea. It’s no wonder Esther was taken to the palace and 
forced into the pageant festivities. 

On the surface, things are looking up for this beautiful orphan 
girl. She’s moving into the king’s palace! But remember, Esther 
didn’t willingly sign up for this. She’s already lost her parents 
and now she is taken from her home, put into the custody of a 
stranger, and prepared for the “one big night” with a depressed, 
overweight, pagan king. The Jewish historian Josephus, tells us 
that as many as 400 women were involved in the competition. 
If this were like other pageants, there must have been some se-
rious backstabbing going on as well! 

Esther would remain in the palace, getting beauty treatments for 
a full year before she would be presented to the king. Now, a 
whole year of spa treatments in Napa Valley does sound pretty 

amazing to me! But, the whole thing must have disgusted Esther. 
If picked, she would be forced to give up her virginity to a pagan 
king who she had not married. For all she knows, he’ll sleep with 
her and throw her out the following day. I can see why the re-
former Martin Luther hated this book. We struggle with it as 
well. How can anyone possibly see God at work in this awful situ-
ation? How could one stay committed to God in an environment 
like that? But, every indication in this story tells us that Esther 
was more than a pretty face, she was a woman of character. She 
UHPDLQHG�FRPPLWWHG�WR�KHU�*RG��:KHQ�LW�ZDV�ğQDOO\�KHU�WXUQ�WR�
go see the king, the king was absolutely stoked! 

She was taken to King Xerxes in the royal resi-
dence in the tenth month, the month of Tebeth, 
LQ�WKH�VHYHQWK�\HDU�RI�KLV�UHLJQ��1RZ�WKH�NLQJ�ZDV�
attracted to Esther more than to any of the other 
women, and she won his favor and approval more 
WKDQ� DQ\� RI� WKH� RWKHU� YLUJLQV�� 6R� KH� VHW� D� UR\DO�
crown on her head and made her queen instead of 
9DVKWL��$QG�WKH�NLQJ�JDYH�D�JUHDW�EDQTXHW��(VWKHUłV�
EDQTXHW�� IRU� DOO� KLV� QREOHV� DQG� RIğFLDOV�� +H� SUR-
claimed a holiday throughout the provinces and 
GLVWULEXWHG�JLIWV�ZLWK�UR\DO�OLEHUDOLW\������ŋ����

Esther moves into the palace and begins to live a life of luxury as 
the new Queen of Persia. But, her new reality will soon be turned 
XSVLGH�GRZQ�DJDLQ��6KH�ZLOO�EH�WKUXVW�LQWR�WKH�GHğQLQJ�PRPHQW�
of her entire life, one in which the fate of the entire Jewish race 
KDQJV�LQ�WKH�EDODQFH��7KLV�GHğQLQJ�PRPHQW�ZLOO�GHFLGH�LI�VKH�LV�
merely a beauty queen or a saint, a sex symbol or a courageous 
ULVN�WDNHU�IRU�WKH�/RUG��%HIRUH�ZH�JHW�WR�WKDW�GHğQLQJ�PRPHQW��
let’s meet the antagonist of our story, Haman. After Mordecai 
uncovers a plot to assassinate the king and saves the king’s life, 
it’s Haman who gets promoted instead.

After these events, King Xerxes honored Haman son 
of Hammedatha, the Agagite, elevating him and 
giving him a seat of honor higher than that of all the 
RWKHU�QREOHV��$OO�WKH�UR\DO�RIğFLDOV�DW�WKH�NLQJłV�JDWH�
knelt down and paid honor to Haman, for the king 
KDG�FRPPDQGHG�WKLV�FRQFHUQLQJ�KLP��%XW�0RUGHFDL�
ZRXOG�QRW�NQHHO�GRZQ�RU�SD\�KLP�KRQRU�����ŋ���

Haman is described here as an Agagite. If you go back in The 
Story, King Saul was commanded by Samuel to destroy the 
Amalekites once and for all. They were a nation who constantly 
attacked Israel. Saul failed to obey and spared the king of the 
Amalekites, King Agag. The Agagites were descendents of the 
Amalekites. For years the Agagites hated the Jews. And now, the 
$JDJLWH�JHWV�SURPRWHG��/HWłV�FRQWLQXH�LQ�YHUVH���

:KHQ�+DPDQ�VDZ�WKDW�0RUGHFDL�ZRXOG�QRW�NQHHO�
GRZQ� RU� SD\� KLP� KRQRU�� KH� ZDV� HQUDJHG�� <HW�
having learned who Mordecai’s people were, he 
VFRUQHG�WKH�LGHD�RI�NLOOLQJ�RQO\�0RUGHFDL��,QVWHDG�
Haman looked for a way to destroy all Mordecai’s 
people, the Jews, throughout the whole kingdom 
RI�;HU[HV�����ŋ���



The contrast between Mordecai and Haman is clear. Haman is 
an evil, slimy, piece of work. He is the guy that no one really re-
spected. Why else would the king need to force people to bow 
down to Haman? But Mordecai refused to bow down because, 
as a Jew, he was to only bow down to God. Haman is furious and 
EHJLQV�WR�WKLQN�RI�ZD\V�WR�GHVWUR\�QRW�MXVW�0RUGHFDL�EXW�all the 
Jews. Haman conceives a devious plot to destroy the Jews and 
gets Xerxes to buy into it as well. A letter is posted throughout 
the empire that essentially read, “Destroy and kill all the Jews, 
women and children included, on this date, which is a year from 
now.” While the city is in shock over the edict, Haman and Xerxes 
DUH�VLWWLQJ�GRZQ�E\�WKH�SRRO��HQMR\LQJ�D�FRFNWDLO�WRJHWKHU�

Mordecai, along with the Jewish people, are distraught with this 
news and go into a state of fasting and mourning. Esther is ap-
SURDFKLQJ�KHU�GHğQLQJ�PRPHQW��

(VWKHUłV�'HğQLQJ�0RPHQW
'HğQLQJ�PRPHQWV�RIWHQ�FRPH�LQ�GDUN�WLPHV��ZKHQ�HYLO�VHHPV�
to be winning. Sometimes it’s evil in our culture, like here, but 
sometimes it’s evil in our own hearts. It was the evils of war, 
genocide and famine that forced Kayla Mueller to act, to get on a 
SODQH�DQG�GR�ZKDW�VKH�FRXOG�WR�DOOHYLDWH�VXIIHULQJ��'HğQLQJ�PR-
ments will usually always confront us with the opportunity to 
act, to do something, to make a choice.  Apparently, because of 
her isolation in the palace, Esther hadn’t heard about the edict. 
6KH�VHQGV�KHU�DVVLVWDQW��+DWKDN�� WR�0RUGHFDL� WR�ğQG�RXW�ZKDW�
was going on. Mordecai tells Hathak everything and gives him 
a copy of the edict. Mordecai urges Esther to act, to go immedi-
ately to the king and plead with him on behalf of her people. But 
Esther sends Hathak back with this message;

Ń$OO�WKH�NLQJłV�RIğFLDOV�DQG�WKH�SHRSOH�RI�WKH�UR\DO�
provinces know that for any man or woman who 
approaches the king in the inner court without 
being summoned the king has but one law: that 
they be put to death unless the king extends the 
JROG� VFHSWHU� WR� WKHP� DQG� VSDUHV� WKHLU� OLYHV�� %XW�
thirty days have passed since I was called to go to 
WKH�NLQJń��������

Mordecai is asking Esther to do a dangerous thing. So, Esther 
WHOOV�0RUGHFDL�� Ń<RX�GRQłW�XQGHUVWDQG��1R�RQH�EDUJHV� LQWR� WKH�
NLQJłV�RIğFH�ZLWKRXW�DQ�LQYLWDWLRQ��QRW�HYHQ�KLV�ZLIH��,�FRXOG�JHW�
NLOOHG�IRU�GRLQJ�WKDW�ń�,WłV�HDV\�IRU�XV�WR�MXGJH�(VWKHU�KHUH��EXW�ZH�
need to see that she was in real danger. For most of us, we will 
never be in a position like Esther, where we have to make a life 
or death decision. Esther was afraid. And who can blame her? 
Mordecai sends her back a powerful, life changing message,

:KHQ�(VWKHUłV�ZRUGV�ZHUH�UHSRUWHG�WR�0RUGHFDL��KH�
sent back this answer: “Do not think that because you 
are in the king’s house you alone of all the Jews will 
HVFDSH��)RU�LI�\RX�UHPDLQ�VLOHQW�DW�WKLV�WLPH��UHOLHI�DQG�
deliverance for the Jews will arise from another place, 
EXW�\RX�DQG�\RXU�IDWKHUłV�IDPLO\�ZLOO�SHULVK��$QG�ZKR�
knows but that you have come to your royal position 
IRU�VXFK�D�WLPH�DV�WKLV"ń������ŋ����

These are some of the most famous verses in the entire Bible. 
Mordecai bluntly tells Esther not to be so naive and think that 
she will be spared from Haman’s evil plan. It was still a secret 
that Esther was a Jew. Mordecai’s words hit Esther with a hard 
dose of reality. Will she seize the opportunity and act decisively 
on behalf of God’s kingdom and His greater purposes? Or will 
VKH�FRZHU�LQ�IHDU"�6KH�ğQDOO\�FRPHV�WR�WKH�UHDOL]DWLRQ�WKDW�WKLV�
may be the single reason God has put her on earth and made her 
queen, “for such a time as this.”

Esther’s response to Mordecai shows her maturity of faith and 
character. Instead of acting rashly, she calls for all the Jews in 
Susa to fast for three days and three nights. After that time, she’ll 
go see the king and if she dies, she dies. That was what she says. 
+HUHłV�ZKHUH�ZH�VHH�WKH�UHDO�ZLVGRP�RI�(VWKHU��6KH�GRHVQłW�MXVW�
rush into the king’s presence with bold faith. She rallies God’s 
people to pray and fast. She doesn’t try to muster up enough 
courage to act; she doesn’t go at this task alone; she relies on 
*RGłV�SHRSOH�WR�MRLQ�ZLWK�KHU�LQ�WKLV�DQG�WRJHWKHU�WKH\�VHHN�*RG��
After three days, she makes a risky move. 

Esther’s Risky Move
,Q�FKDSWHUV��ŋ��ZH�VHH�PRVW�SRZHUIXOO\�WKH�KLGGHQ�KDQG�RI�*RG��
working behind the scenes of Esther’s life. When we come to chapter 
���(VWKHU�LV�DERXW�WR�HQWHU�WKH�NLQJłV�WKURQH�URRP�XQDQQRXQFHG��,�
imagine Esther’s heart racing, her knees shaking, and her hands 
sweating as she enters the room. What will happen to her?

:KHQ�KH�VDZ�4XHHQ�(VWKHU�VWDQGLQJ�LQ�WKH�FRXUW��
he was pleased with her and held out to her the 
JROG� VFHSWHU� WKDW�ZDV� LQ� KLV� KDQG�� 6R� (VWKHU� DS-
SURDFKHG�DQG�WRXFKHG�WKH�WLS�RI�WKH�VFHSWHU��7KHQ�
WKH�NLQJ�DVNHG��Ń:KDW�LV�LW��4XHHQ�(VWKHU"�:KDW�LV�
your request? Even up to half the kingdom, it will 
EH�JLYHQ�\RXń�����ŋ���

A sense of relief must have swept over the Queen after the king 
invites her in. Xerxes must have wondered what was so serious 
that would make her desperate enough to risk coming in without 
being summoned. He tells her, “Whatever you want baby, I will 
GR�LW�ń�*RVK��ULJKW�WKHQ�DQG�WKHUH�,�ZRXOG�KDYH�MXPSHG�DOO�RYHU�
Haman and asked for his head on a platter! But, incredibly Esther 
doesn’t do that. She says in verse 4,

“If it pleases the king,” replied Esther, “let the king, 
together with Haman, come today to a banquet I 
KDYH�SUHSDUHG�IRU�KLP�ń

A dinner party, really? But, Esther obviously has a plan. She’s 
prayerfully thought this thing through. She knows the king likes 
to party so she invites the king and Haman to a banquet. And the 
king loves the idea! Esther throws a banquet and after everyone 
is full and happy with wine, the king asks again what she wants. 
But Esther still senses the timing isn’t right and invites them to 
another banquet. In all this we start to sense how the Lord gives 
Esther courage and strength to overcome her fears. We begin to 
see how the Lord was guiding her. God is also using these events to 
prepare the king’s heart. This is a great lesson for guys like me who 
MXVW�ZDQW�WR�DFW�DQG�JHW�WKLQJV�GRQH��,�DP�D�ŃUHDG\��DLP��ğUHń�W\SH�
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of guy. Esther shows us the power of patience and reliance on the 
Lord. She slowly plows ahead, trusting God every step of the way. 

Meanwhile Haman’s rage toward Mordecai reaches a tip-
ping point. After leaving the party in high spirits, he passes by 
Mordecai at the kingsgate, who once again, does not bow in re-
spect. Haman has had enough and after talking with his wife has 
D����IRRW�SROH�VHW�XS��,Q�WKH�PRUQLQJ�KH�ZLOO�DVN�.LQJ�;HU[HV�LI�KH�
can impale Mordecai on the pole. 

In chapter 6 we come to the turning point of the entire story. 
During the same night of the party, the king cannot sleep and 
asks for an aide to read a Persian history book to lull him to 
sleep. And wouldn’t you know it, the aide reads the story of how 
Mordecai protected the king from an assassination attempt. 
6RPH�FDOO�LW�OXFN��,�FDOO�LW�*RG��7KH�NLQJ�LV�GLVWXUEHG�WR�ğQG�RXW�
that nothing has been done to honor Mordecai. 

Early the next morning, Haman struts in to see the king and the 
king says, “Haman, what is to be done for the man the king wants 
WR�KRQRU�ń�)DW�KHDGHG�+DPDQ�WKLQNV�KHłV�ğQDOO\�KLW�WKH�MDFNSRW��
He thinks the king wants to honor him! Of course he thinks that! 

So he answered the king, “For the man the king 
delights to honor, have them bring a royal robe the 
king has worn and a horse the king has ridden, one 
ZLWK�D�UR\DO�FUHVW�SODFHG�RQ�LWV�KHDG��7KHQ�OHW�WKH�
robe and horse be entrusted to one of the king’s 
PRVW� QREOH� SULQFHV�� /HW� WKHP� UREH� WKH�PDQ� WKH�
king delights to honor, and lead him on the horse 
through the city streets, proclaiming before him, 
‘This is what is done for the man the king delights 
WR�KRQRU�łń�����ŋ���

King Xerxes loves the idea and says, “Great Haman, go hook up my 
boy Mordecai with that kind of honor!” Can you imagine the look 
on Haman’s face at that moment? And guess what, it’s Haman 
who gets to lead Mordecai around the city square, yelling out, 
“This is the man whom the king honors.” I love it. After this pro-
FHVVLRQ��0RUGHFDL�MXVW�JRHV�ULJKW�EDFN�WR�WKH�FLW\�JDWH�WR�GR�KLV�MRE��
0RUGHFDL�FDQłW�HQMR\�WKH�KRQRU�ZKLOH�KLV�SHRSOH�IDFH�JHQRFLGH��

The Tables are Turned
In chapters 8–10, the tables are turned and we see how God 
preserves his people and does not allow any power to annihilate 
WKHP��$W� WKH�EDQTXHW��4XHHQ�(VWKHU�ğQDOO\� WHOOV� WKH�NLQJ�ZKDW�
she wants,

7KHQ� 4XHHQ� (VWKHU� DQVZHUHG�� Ń,I� ,� KDYH� IRXQG�
IDYRU� ZLWK� \RX�� <RXU� 0DMHVW\�� DQG� LI� LW� SOHDVHV�
\RX�� JUDQW� PH�P\� OLIHŌWKLV� LV� P\� SHWLWLRQ�� $QG�
VSDUH� P\� SHRSOHŌWKLV� LV� P\� UHTXHVW�� )RU� ,� DQG�
my people have been sold to be destroyed, killed 

DQG� DQQLKLODWHG�� ,I� ZH� KDG� PHUHO\� EHHQ� VROG� DV�
male and female slaves, I would have kept quiet, 
because no such distress would justify disturbing 
WKH�NLQJ�ń�.LQJ�;HU[HV�DVNHG�4XHHQ�(VWKHU��Ń:KR�
LV� KH"�:KHUH� LV� KHŌWKH�PDQ� ZKR� KDV� GDUHG� WR�
do such a thing?” Esther said, “An adversary and 
HQHP\��7KLV�YLOH�+DPDQ�ń�����ŋ���

Haman must have choked on his wine at that moment. In the 
ğQDO�WZLVW�RI�WKH�VWRU\��+DPDQ�KLPVHOI��QRW�0RUGHFDL��LV�LPSDOHG�
RQ�WKH����IRRW�KLJK�VWDNH��3ULGH�JRHV�EHIRUH�WKH�IDOO��

+DPDQłV�ğQDOO\�GHDG�EXW�WKH�SUREOHP�UHPDLQV��WKH�GHFUHH�RI�D�
Persian King cannot be overturned. The edict to massacre the 
Jews still stands. Thankfully, King Xerxes issues another decree, 
allowing the Jews to rise up and defend themselves. The re-
VSRQVH� IURP� WKH� -HZV� LV� RQH�RI� JUHDW� MR\�� 7KH\�XQLWH� WRJHWKHU�
and attack their enemies and their people are spared. To this day 
Jewish people remember this great event in the Feast of Purim. 

There’s so many lessons we can learn from the book of Esther. 
For me, most powerfully, we see one of the greatest proofs to 
the existence of God. The fact that the Jewish nation has sur-
vived a history of anti-Semitism, persecution, the Holocaust, 
and yet has endured is proof that the purposes of God will never 
fail. And this is important to Christians because it’s through the 
Jewish people, the Messiah, Jesus Christ would come. God provi-
dentially rules the course of history and when the timing was 
right, sent his own Son, Jesus Christ into the world to defeat the 
greatest enemies of all time—sin, Satan and death. We don’t 
need to be afraid of anything or anyone anymore. We are God’s 
chosen people.

More than anything else, the book of Esther, even though his 
name is never mentioned, shows us that God is fully in control 
of kings, nations, and world events. When our world is falling 
apart, when all seems helpless, we trust in Almighty God. We 
want a God of miracles, the God of the Red Sea,  but the book 
of Esther shows us that God is most often working behind the 
scenes in the ordinary moments of our lives. We courageously 
do our part and trust that God is working all things out for the 
good. Like Kayla Mueller, like Esther, God is still looking for cou-
rageous leaders who are willing to risk all for what is right. What 
if your greatest fear, your heaviest burden, has been given to you 
“for such a time as this?”

______________
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