
One of the ironies of modern history is that the majority of 
people who celebrate the Christmas holiday have never really 
got to the heart of the Christmas Story. We have heard the sto-
ryline, and many of us can name the characters in the story. We 
hear about Mary, Joseph, angels, shepherds, some wise men 
from the east, Caesar Augustus, Herod the King, and of course 
the infant Jesus.

At Christmas we think about these different characters in the 
VWRU\�DQG�WU\�WR�ğJXUH�RXW�WKHLU�LPSRUWDQFH��,W�UHPLQGV�PH�RI�D�
story of some children who were cast in their nativity play and 
were trying to explain why their particular part was the most 
important to the story. Five-year-old Olivia was playing Mary 
and her best friend Claire was playing an angel in a nativity play 
their school. Before the show, a young boy was going around the 
GUHVVLQJ�URRP�UHSHDWLQJ��Ń,łP�D�VKHHS��ZKDW�DUH�\RX"ń��(DFK�FKLOG�
responded politely, including Claire, who proudly declared she 
was an angel.

The boy then turned to Olivia, still struggling into her costume 
ZLWK�KHU�PRWKHUłV�KHOS��DQG�UHSHDWHG�WKH�TXHVWLRQ�WR�KHU���Ń,łP�D�
VKHHS��ZKDW�DUH�\RX"ń�2OLYLD�VLPSO\�VDLG��Ń,łP�0DU\�ń

Realizing he was face to face with an important character, he 
IHOW�KH�QHHGHG�WR� MXVWLI\�KLV�RZQ�UROH�� Ń,WłV�KDUG�EHLQJ�D�VKHHS��
\RX�NQRZ�ń�KH�VDLG�ZLWK�DOO�WKH�VHULRXVQHVV�RI�D���\HDU�ROG�DFWRU�
thinking he had an important part.

)LYH�\HDU�ROG�2OLYLD��ZLWK�DQ�HTXDOO\�VHULRXV�UHVSRQVH��ZDV�SUR-
found, innocent and not trying to be funny. She said. “Yes, it must 
EH�KDUG�WR�EH�D�VKHHS��EXW�LWłV�DOVR�KDUG�EHLQJ�D�YLUJLQ�\RX�NQRZ�ń��

0\�ğUVW�WKRXJKW�ZKHQ�,�ORRNHG�DW�RXU�SUHDFKLQJ�FDOHQGDU�IRU�7KH�
Story was, Hmm, Christmas in March. This could be awkward. 
Our community group is also going through The Story and we 
are going to embrace Christmas in March. We are planning to 
serve Christmas cookies at our next meeting! 

2YHU�WKH�SDVW�VL[�PRQWKV�ZH�KDYH�ZDONHG�WKURXJK�WKH�ğUVW����
chapters of The Story ending our study of the Old Testament last 
week. For the next 400 years it was as if God stopped His Story. 
No new prophets, no new kings, no new revelation, just the hope 
of a future king, a future deliverer, a messiah. Historians tell us 
WKDW�RYHU�WKHVH�����\HDUV�WKH�3HUVLDQ�(PSLUH�GHFOLQHG��$QG�XQGHU�
$OH[DQGHU� WKH�*UHDW�ZH� OHDUQ�RI� WKH� ULVH�RI� WKH�*UHHN�(PSLUH��
7KHQ�ZH�UHDG�DERXW�WKH�GHFOLQH�RI�WKH�*UHHN�(PSLUH�DQG�WKH�ULVH�
RI�WKH�5RPDQ�(PSLUH��

%XW�*RGłV�6WRU\�JRHV�TXLHW�XQWLO�ŃWKH�VHW�WLPH�KDG�IXOO\�FRPH�ń�DV�
the Apostle Paul puts it. Finally, God speaks again, this time in the 
person of Jesus Christ. Let me try to illustrate what happened 
through the tragic story of a little boy named Martin Turgon. 

$�KRUULEOH�DFFLGHQW�WRRN�SODFH�-XQH����������ZKHQ�VHYHQ�\HDU�ROG�
Martin Turgon slipped off a wharf and fell into the Prairie River 
in Canada. At least a dozen adults saw him struggling for a few 
PRPHQWV�EHIRUH�KH�VDQN�DQG�GURZQHG��:K\�GLGQłW�DQ\RQH�GLYH�
LQ�WR�VDYH�KLP"�-XVW�XSVWUHDP��D�SODQW�ZDV�GXPSLQJ�UDZ�VHZDJH�
directly into the river. The water was dirty and dangerous. So 
tragically nobody jumped in to save Martin Turgon.

,WłV�QRW�WKDW�KDUG�DW�WLPHV�IRU�XV�WR�YLHZ�*RG�DV�RQH�RI�WKH�RQ-
lookers standing on the wharf of the Prairie River. We feel like 
*RG�ORRNV�DW�XV�ĠDLOLQJ�LQ�WKH�ğOWK�DURXQG�XV�DQG�WKHQ�KH�VD\V��
Ń/RRN��,łP�QRW�GLYLQJ�LQWR�WKH�PHVV�RI�\RXU�OLIH�XQWLO�\RX�JHW�RXW�
WR�WKH�SXWULG�ULYHU��,�DP�D�KRO\�*RG��VR�\RX�FOHDQ�XS�\RXU�DFW�ğUVW��
DQG�WKHQ�,łOO�ORYH��DFFHSW�DQG�HPEUDFH�\RX�ń��

%XW�LQ�&KDSWHU����RI�7KH�6WRU\�ZH�DUH�LQWURGXFHG�WR�D�*RG�IXOO�
of grace, who was willing and still is willing to plunge into the 
mess of human sin and sorrow. Today we meet a God who says, 
“Because you cannot get yourself out of the putrid river… because 
\RX�FDQłW�FOHDQ�\RXUVHOI�XSĽ�,łP�FRPLQJ�DIWHU�\RXĽ�,łP�FRPLQJ�
LQWR�\RXU�ZRUOG�EHFDXVH�,�ORYH�\RX�ń��,łYH�KHDUG�LW�VDLG��Ń7KDW�QLJKW�
in the manger in Bethlehem, God took the Christmas Plunge. 

“In the Beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God. He was 
with God in the beginning. … The Word became 
ĠHVK�DQG�PDGH�KLV�GZHOOLQJ�DPRQJ�XV��:H�KDYH�
VHHQ�KLV�JORU\��WKH�JORU\�RI�WKH�RQH�DQG�RQO\�6RQ��
ZKR�FDPH�IURP�WKH�)DWKHU�IXOO�RI�JUDFH�DQG�WUXWKń�
(John 1:1–2, 14).

7KH�ZRUG�IRU�ŃZRUGń�WKDW�-RKQ�XVHV�LV�WKH�*UHHN�ZRUG�logos. The 
word logos� HQWHUHG� LQWR� RXU� (QJOLVK� ODQJXDJH�ZLWK�ZRUGV� OLNH�
logic and logical. Why would we begin a story about Jesus by 
calling Jesus the logos"�:K\�QRW�XVH�WKH�WHUP�6RQ"�,Q�WKH�EHJLQ-
ning was the son, and the Son was with God and the Son was 
*RG��2U�EHJLQ�ZLWK�PHVVLDK��/RUG�RU�/DPE"�-RKQ�XVHG�logos be-
cause John wanted to reach the widest audience possible. 

Logos struck a deep chord in every culture that John knew about. 
For the Greeks logos was a common word. Logos�ZDV�GHğQHG�DV�
the rational integrating principle behind the universe that main-
tained all the natural laws, order, and life in the universe. 
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The rational integrating principle behind the universe had 
moved into the neighborhood and took up residence among us. 
2XU�(WHUQDO�*RG��WKH�logos who was not bound by time or space, 
FKRRVH�WR�HQWHU�WLPH�DQG�VSDFH������\HDUV�DJR�LQ�D�WLQ\�YLOODJH�
outside of Jerusalem called Bethlehem. Jesus the God/Man be-
came subject to the same physical laws that govern us, the same 
physical laws that govern the universe he spoke into existence. 

John wanted us to realize that the logos�ZDV�0DU\łV�FKLOG�ZLWK�
UHDO�ĠHVK�DQG�EORRG�DQG�ERQH��7KH�logos worked as a carpenter 
who got splinters, who even pounded his thumb on occasion. 
7KH�FUHDWRU�ZKR�LQ�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�VSRNH�LQWR�H[LVWHQFH�WKH�ğUVW�
hydrogen and oxygen atoms and brought them together to 
FUHDWH�WKH�ğUVW�ZDWHU�PROHFXOH�ZDV�DOVR�-HVXV�ZKR�JRW�VR�WKLUVW\�
he had to asked a Samaritan woman for a drink of that water.

Matthew lays out with precision the genealogy of Jesus in 
0DWWKHZ�FKDSWHU����7KH�ODVW�WZR�YHUVHV�RI�WKH�JHQHDORJ\�VXPPD-
UL]H�0DWWKHZłV�ZRUN��7KH�VWDU�RI�WKH�VWRU\�KDG�FRPH�WR�RXU�SODFH��

Jesus Came to Our Place
ŃĽDQG�-DFRE�WKH�IDWKHU�RI�-RVHSK��WKH�KXVEDQG�RI�
0DU\�� DQG�0DU\�ZDV� WKH�PRWKHU�RI� -HVXV�ZKR� LV�
FDOOHG�WKH�0HVVLDK��7KXV�WKHUH�ZHUH�IRXUWHHQ�JHQ-
HUDWLRQV� LQ� DOO� IURP�$EUDKDP� WR�'DYLG�� IRXUWHHQ�
IURP�'DYLG�WR�WKH�H[LOH�WR�%DE\ORQ��DQG�IRXUWHHQ�
IURP�WKH�H[LOH�WR�WKH�0HVVLDKń��0DWW�����������

We see some names and events that have already surfaced in The 
Story. We see Abraham, who, if you remember, God pulled aside 
one night as an old man with no children and told him that his 
descendants would outnumber the stars in the sky. And through 
KLV�VRQ�,VDDF�DQG�WKHQ�WKURXJK�,VDDFłV�VRQ�-DFRE�ZRXOG�EH�ERUQ�
Judah, and from that tribe of Judah would come a great king. 
)RU����PRUH�JHQHUDWLRQV�D�QDWLRQ�ZDV�ELUWKHG��DQG�VLQ�UHPDLQHG�
an epidemic in her people and leaders. People cried out for a 
savior. Fourteen generations after Abraham came a man after 
*RGłV�RZQ�KHDUWŌ'DYLG��D�NLQJ�RI�-XGDK��'DYLG�ZDV�D�JUHDW�NLQJ�
EXW�VWLOO�D�PDQ�RI�VLQ��:K\�FRXOG�QRQH�RI�WKHVH�NLQJV�JHW�LW�ULJKW"�
%HFDXVH�VLQ�ZDV�LQ�WKH�VHHG��6LQ�ZDV�LQ�WKH�'1$��(YHU\�SHUVRQ�
since Adam has disobeyed God because every person since Adam 
has the sin virus.

$�GUDPDWLF�FRQVHTXHQFH�RI�WKLV�VLQ�YLUXV�ZDV�WKH�GHVWUXFWLRQ�RI�
Jerusalem at the hands of the Babylonians. More generations 
passed. We read that the city of Jerusalem and the temple were 
HYHQWXDOO\� UHEXLOW�� ,W�ZDVQłW� DV� VSHFWDFXODU� DV� WKH� RULJLQDO�� EXW�
there it stood. Fourteen generations came and went until we 
hear the names Joseph and Mary.

Matthew tells us that Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, 
and before they came together to consummate their marriage 
Mary became pregnant. Joseph was a good and kind man, and 
instead of having Mary publicly disgraced and punished, he had 
LQ� KLV�PLQG� WR� GLYRUFH� KLPVHOI� IURP�KHU� TXLHWO\�� ,Q� WKH� ORZHU�

VWRU\�WKLV�ZDV�D�VFDQGDO��%XW�LQ�WKH�XSSHU�VWRU\�LWłV�WKH�VROXWLRQ��
+HUHłV�ZK\�

Ń%XW� DIWHU� KH� KDG� FRQVLGHUHG� WKLV�� DQ� DQJHO� RI�
WKH�/25'�DSSHDUHG�WR�KLP�LQ�D�GUHDP�DQG�VDLG��
Ł-RVHSK� VRQ� RI� 'DYLG�� GR� QRW� EH� DIUDLG� WR� WDNH�
0DU\� KRPH� DV� \RXU� ZLIH�� EHFDXVH� ZKDW� LV� FRQ-
FHLYHG�LQ�KHU�LV�IURP�WKH�+RO\�6SLULW��6KH�ZLOO�JLYH�
ELUWK�WR�D�VRQ��DQG�\RX�DUH�WR�JLYH�KLP�WKH�QDPH�
-HVXV��EHFDXVH�KH�ZLOO�VDYH�KLV�SHRSOH�IURP�WKHLU�
VLQVłń��0DWW�����������

Mary will give birth to a son and he will save people from their 
sins. Paul, in his letter to the Philippian church said, “Jesus made 
KLPVHOI� QRWKLQJ�ń�*RG� SXW� VNLQ� RQ��+H� EHFDPH� WRXFKDEOH�� DS-
SURDFKDEOH��7KH�$OO�3UHVHQW�2QH�FRQğQHG�KLPVHOI�WR�WKH�ZRPE�
RI�D����\HDU�ROG�YLUJLQ��7KH�RQO\�$OO�3RZHUIXO�2QH�ZRXOG�PDNH�
his way down the birth canal and be physically born, nursed, 
burped and changed. The All-Knowing One would learn to read, 
write and build furniture like his dad.

Jesus was and will always be the only human born without a sin 
QDWXUH��:K\"�%HFDXVH�WKH�VHHG�WKDW�EURXJKW�DERXW�KLV�FRQFHS-
WLRQ�GLGQłW�FRPH�IURP�PDQ��LW�FDPH�IURP�*RG����

Ń$OO� WKLV� WRRN� SODFH� WR� IXOğOO� ZKDW� WKH� /RUG� KDG�
VDLG� WKURXJK� WKH� SURSKHW�� � Ł7KH� YLUJLQ� ZLOO� FRQ-
FHLYH�DQG�JLYH�ELUWK�WR�D�VRQ��DQG�WKH\�ZLOO�FDOO�KLP�
,PPDQXHOł� �ZKLFK�PHDQV� Ł*RG�ZLWK� XVł�ń� �0DWW��
1:22-23).

The term theologians use to describe this miracle is incarna-
WLRQ�� ,W�PHDQV�*RG�EHFDPH�ŃRQH�RI�XV�ń� �/LWHUDOO\� LW�PHDQV�ŃLQ�
ĠHVKQHVV�ń�$W�&KULVWPDV�ZH� FHOHEUDWH� WKH� ŃLQ�ĠHVKQHVVń� RI� WKH�
Creator. Charles Wesley tried to describe this indescribable gift 
LQ�WKH�IDPRXV�&KULVWPDV�K\PQ�KH�ZURWH�LQ�������Ń9HLOHG�LQ�ĠHVK�
WKH�JRGKHDG�VHH��+DLO�LQFDUQDWH�'HLW\��3OHDVHG�DV�PDQ�ZLWK�XV�WR�
GZHOO��-HVXV�RXU�(PPDQXHO�ń�

7KH�UHDO�VWRU\�KHUH"�:H�KXPDQV�KDYH�EHHQ�JUDQWHG�XQEHOLHYDEOH�
dignity. God did not become an eagle, a badger or a bear. God 
became human to reach humans. God so loved us he became 
us. So we have comfort in our suffering. The birth of the King 
expresses the empathy God has for us. He knows suffering, he 
knows injustice, he knows temptation, he knows physical pain, 
he knows rejection, he even knows loneliness. And He knows 
\RX��+H�XQGHUVWDQGV�\RX��6R�PXFK�VR�WKDW�KH�SXW�DOO�WKDW�LVŌKLV�
HVVHQFH��ORYH��JUDFH��WUXWK��ERG\�DQG�VSLULWŌLQWR�DFWLRQ��+H�QRW�
only came to our place, he came to take our place. 

-RKQ� ���� WHOOV� XV� WKDW� WKH� /LJKW� VKLQHG� LQ� WKH� GDUNQHVV�� 7KDW�
reminds us that we had better not misunderstand. The world 
UHDFWHG� YLROHQWO\� WR� &KULVWłV� FRPLQJ�� $QG� LW� FRQWLQXHV� WR� UHDFW�
violently to him. 

%HWKOHKHP�LQ� -HVXVł�GD\�ZDV�QRW� Ń2�/LWWOH�7RZQ�RI�%HWKOHKHP��
KRZ�VWLOO�ZH�VHH�WKHH�OLH�ń�7KDW�LV�D�OLH��%HWKOHKHP�ZDV�D�YLROHQW�



DQG�SROLWLFDOO\�FRUUXSW�SODFH��6RRQ�DIWHU�-HVXVł�ELUWK�WKH�HYLO�.LQJ�
Herod went through and slaughtered every baby boy under two 
\HDUV�ROG��,�ZDV�LQ�%HWKOHKHP�ğYH�\HDUV�DJR��,I�-HVXV�ZDV�ERUQ���
years ago, the shepherds and magi would have had to go through 
FRQFUHWH�EDUULHUV��EDUEHG�ZLUH�DQG�SDVV�E\�VROGLHUV�ZLWK�0���V�
to get to the baby Jesus.

The real story of Christmas is that we are in trouble and the only 
way out is a perfect plan executed perfectly for each of us in this 
room. The King Jesus came to our place so he can take our place. 

Jesus Came to Take Our Place
Ń*RG�PDGH�KLP�ZKR�KDG�QR�VLQ�WR�EH�VLQ�IRU�XV��VR�
WKDW�LQ�KLP�ZH�PLJKW�EHFRPH�WKH�ULJKWHRXVQHVV�RI�
*RGń�����&RU��������

-HVXV�VDLG��Ń*LYH�PH�DOO�\RXU�VLQ��,Q�UHWXUQ�,�ZLOO�JLYH�\RX�DOO�P\�
ULJKWHRXVQHVV��:H�ZLOO�FDOO�LW�JRRG�ń�7KH�FXUUHQF\�KH�XVHG�WR�EX\�
us back was his life. The curse on you and me, on all sinners, 
ZDV� SODFHG� RQ� WKH� VLQOHVV� RQH�� (YHU\� ODVK� WKDW� KH� HQGXUHG� DV�
WKH�H[HFXWLRQHUV�ĠRJJHG�KLP�ZH�GHVHUYHG�WR�UHFHLYH��7KLV�ZDV�
judicial punishment for sin, the righteous wrath of a Holy God 
taking the penalty we deserved for our sins so that we could be 
GHFODUHG�QRW�JXLOW\��$V�KH�HQGXUHG�WKH�ĠRJJLQJ�KH�ZDV�WKLQNLQJ�
DERXW�\RX�DQG�PH��+H�ZDV�WKLQNLQJ��,�ZLOO�EHDU�WKLV�VXIIHULQJ�VR�
WKDW�P\�FKLOGUHQ�FDQ�JR�IUHH��,�ZLOO�EHDU�WKLV�VXIIHULQJ�VR�WKDW�P\�
children can have a relationship with me. The scripture says, “by 
KLV�VWULSHV�ZH�DUH�KHDOHG�ń��

Then he carried the cross to a place called Golgotha right out-
VLGH�WKH�ZDOOV�RI�-HUXVDOHP��$QG�WKHUH�VLQIXO�PHQ�FUXFLğHG�KLP��
The scripture tells us he was pierced for RXU transgressions and 
bruised for RXU�LQLTXLWLHV�

The birth of the King tells us that God became fragile and break-
able. God Almighty becomes someone we could hurt. No other 
ZRUOG�UHOLJLRQ�� ,VODP��-XGDLVP�RU�(DVWHUQ�UHOLJLRQV�� WDXJKW� WKDW�
God became breakable or be willing to suffer to win us back. 

7KHUH� LV� D� VWRU\� LQ� 1XPEHUV� ��� RI� WKH� SHRSOH� RI� ,VUDHO� FRP-
SODLQLQJ�WR�0RVHV�DERXW�KRZ�*RG�KDG�IUHHG�WKHP�IURP�(J\SWLDQ�
slavery, but then seemed to have abandoned them out in the 
desert because they had no bread, little water, and they were sick 
of manna. Finally, the Lord just had had enough and sent poi-
sonous snakes into their camp and they bit people. The people 
then realized what they had done and confessed to Moses their 
sin against God. God then told Moses to make a bronze snake 
and nail it to a pole and lift that pole up before the people in the 
desert, and have the people look up at the snake and they will 
be healed.

Ń-XVW�DV�0RVHV� OLIWHG�XS� WKH� VQDNH� LQ� WKH�ZLOGHU-
QHVV��VR�WKH�6RQ�RI�0DQ�PXVW�EH�OLIWHG�XS��WKDW�HY-
HU\RQH�ZKR�EHOLHYHV�PD\�KDYH�HWHUQDO�OLIH�LQ�KLP��
)RU�*RG� VR� ORYHG� WKH�ZRUOG� WKDW�KH� JDYH�KLV� RQH�

DQG�RQO\�6RQ�� WKDW�ZKRHYHU�EHOLHYHV� LQ�KLP�VKDOO�
QRW�SHULVK�EXW�KDYH�HWHUQDO�OLIHń��-RKQ����������

A Christian looks up and believes (demonstrates faith) in what 
Christ has for them. We ask God for forgiveness and we have 
forgiveness and life with him forever. Our God is a giver, not a 
WDNHU��:KDW�GRHV�ORYH�GR"�/RYH�JLYHV��,W�JLYHV�JLIWV��LQGHVFULEDEOH�
JLIWV��7KHQ�*RG�VD\V�HQMR\� WKH�JLIWV�� (QMR\�\RXU� IUHHGRP�IURP�
FRQGHPQDWLRQ�DQG�JXLOW��(QMR\�JHWWLQJ� WR�NQRZ�PH�EHWWHU�DQG�
UHDOL]H�P\�EXUGHQ�LV�OLJKW��(QMR\�P\�UHDO�SUHVHQFH�LQ�\RXU�KHDUW��
Know the rush of surrendering your control in an area and 
watching me take control and steer to places of peace. 

Jesus Invites Us Back to His Place
At my house as a boy growing up my celebration of the birth of 
the King included one gift that was always the same year after 
\HDU��0\�PRP�JRW�D�NLFN�RXW�RI�ZUDSSLQJ�LW��,W�ZDV�LPSRVVLEOH�WR�
QRW�NQRZ�ZKDW�LW�ZDV��(YHU\�\HDU�,�ZRXOG�VQRRS�DURXQG�XQGHU�
WKH�WUHH�DQG�ğQG�WKLV�ODUJH�SHUIHFW�VSKHUH�ZUDSSHG�ZLWK�D�ERZ�
RQ� WRS��1R��P\�PRP�ZDVQłW� JLYLQJ�PH� D� JOREH� IRU� &KULVWPDV�
HYHU\�\HDU��,łP�VXUH�VKH�ZRXOG�KDYH�ZLVKHG�WKDW�VRPHKRZ�,�ZRUH�
RXW�D�JOREH�EHFDXVH�,�VWXGLHG�VR�PXFK��

1R��HYHU\�\HDU�WKHUH�ZDV�D�EHDXWLIXOO\�ZUDSSHG�IXOO\�LQĠDWHG�EDV-
NHWEDOO��,�ZRXOG�JUDE�LW��ERXQFH�LW��DQG�GULEEOH�WKLV�ZUDSSHG�EDOO�
around the house, even throw her a bounce pass while she was 
making our dinner.

,W�ZDVQłW�HYHQ�&KULVWPDV�'D\�\HW��EXW�,�ZDV�DOUHDG\�LQ�P\�KHDUW�
DQG� LQ�P\� LPDJLQDWLRQ� HQMR\LQJ� WKH� IXWXUH� SOHDVXUHV� ,� ZRXOG�
IXOO\�HQMR\�ZKHQ�,�ZDV�DOORZHG�WR�XQZUDS�DQG�IXOO\�H[SHULHQFH�
WKDW� JLIW� LQ�P\�GULYHZD\��%XW� ,�ZDV� FHUWDLQ�ZKDW� WKDW� JLIW�ZDV�
HYHQ� WKRXJK� LW�ZDV� VWLOO�ZUDSSHG�� $QG� \RX� NQRZ�ZKDW� HOVH"� ,�
NQHZ�LW�ZDV�PLQH��,W�KDG�P\�QDPH�RQ�LW��

The birth of the King means that Christ has given us the gift of 
KHDYHQ��$W�WKLV�SRLQW�LWłV�VWLOO�ZUDSSHG��%XW�WKH�SDFNDJH�KDV�\RXU�
QDPH�DQG�P\�QDPH�RQ�LW��<RXU�QDPH�LV�QRW�ZULWWHQ�RQ�D�WDJ��,WłV�
ZULWWHQ�LQ�D�ERRN��D�ERRN�5HYHODWLRQ�UHIHUV�WR�DV�WKH�/DPEłV�%RRN�
RI�/LIH��,�NQRZ�LW�LV�ZDLWLQJ�IRU�PH��<HW�WRGD\�,�DP�HQMR\LQJ�WKH�
SOHDVXUHV�DQG�VHFXULW\�RI�WKDW�IXWXUH�JLIW��-HVXV�VD\V�WR�XV�

Ń'R� QRW� OHW� \RXU� KHDUWV� EH� WURXEOHG�� <RX� EHOLHYH�
LQ�*RG��EHOLHYH�DOVR�LQ�PH��0\�)DWKHUłV�KRXVH�KDV�
PDQ\�URRPV��LI�WKDW�ZHUH�QRW�VR��ZRXOG�,�KDYH�WROG�
\RX� WKDW� ,� DP�JRLQJ� WKHUH� WR�SUHSDUH� D�SODFH� IRU�
\RX"�$QG�LI�,�JR�DQG�SUHSDUH�D�SODFH�IRU�\RX��,�ZLOO�
FRPH�EDFN�DQG� WDNH� \RX� WR�EH�ZLWK�PH� WKDW� \RX�
DOVR�PD\�EH�ZKHUH�,�DP��<RX�NQRZ�WKH�ZD\�WR�WKH�
SODFH�WKDW�,�DP�JRLQJń��-RKQ���������

7KH�UHDO�KHDUW�RI�WKH�&KULVWPDV�6WRU\"�:H�KDYH�KRSH�IRU�WKH�IX-
WXUH��%HFDXVH�LQ�WKDW�PDQJHU�RQ�WKDW�ğUVW�&KULVWPDV�(YH��*RG�WLHG�
his future to our future. One day Bethlehem will be peaceful. We 
have certainty that one day we will be made whole.



7KLV�PHVVDJH�IURP�6FULSWXUH�ZDV�SUHDFKHG�RQ�6XQGD\��0DUFK���������DW�&HQWUDO�3HQLQVXOD�&KXUFK
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and then he died, and then he rose again. 
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This manuscript represents the bulk of what was preached at CPC. For further detail, 
please refer to the audio recording of this sermon.


