
Last September we started on a journey together as a church. 
Our goal has been to discover the big story of the Bible from the 
EHJLQQLQJ�WR�WKH�HQG��7RGD\�ZH�FURVV�WKH�ğQLVK�OLQH��:H�FRPH�WR�
WKH�ğQDO�FKDSWHU�RI�7KH�6WRU\��,�KRSH�\RXłYH�IRXQG�WKLV�MRXUQH\�
worthwhile. Our goal has been to become more biblically lit-
HUDWH�SHRSOH��QRW�MXVW�VR�ZH�FRXOG�ğOO�RXU�KHDGV�ZLWK�IDFWV�EXW�VR�
we could know the God of the Bible better and serve him more 
HIIHFWLYHO\�� :H� EHOLHYH� JHWWLQJ� WKH� ZRUG� RI� *RG� LQWR� RXU� OLIH�
changes us. Our vision as a church is to make and mature more 
IROORZHUV�RI�&KULVW��DQG�ZH�FDQłW�GR�WKDW�DSDUW�IURP�*RGłV�ZRUG�

:H� VWDUWHG� ZLWK� *HQHVLV� ����� “In the beginning, God created 
the heavens and the earth.” Today we conclude in the book of 
Revelation. Most people, when they think of Revelation, think 
RI�KRZ�WKLQJV�ZLOO�HQG��$QG�WKHUHłV�DOZD\V�D�ORW�RI�GLVDJUHHPHQW�
about when that will happen and what that will look like. But, 
WKH�IDFW�LV��WKLV�ERRN�LVQłW�UHDOO\�DERXW�WKH�HQG��LWłV�D�ERRN�DERXW�
a new beginning. 

This month thousands of high school and college graduates 
ZLOO�ZDON�DFURVV�D�VWDJH�DQG�UHFHLYH� WKHLU�GLSORPDV��:H�FDOO� LW�
FRPPHQFHPHQW�� 7KHVH� VWXGHQWV� KDYH� ğQLVKHG� WKHLU� VWXGLHV��
something is coming to an end. But we also know this end also 
marks the beginning of something new. For many high school 
students it means going off to college. For many college grads 
it means beginning a career or maybe moving back home with 
mom and dad. 

5HYHODWLRQ�LV�OLNH�D�FRPPHQFHPHQW��WKH�GHVFULSWLRQ�RI�WKH�HQG�RI�
an era and the beginning of a new one. The book of Revelation 
VKRXOGQłW� FRQIXVH� XV�� LW� VKRXOG� H[FLWH� XV�� *RG� LV� EULQJLQJ� WKLV�
world to an end with all its hassles, headaches and heartaches. 
And God is creating a new world and a new life for his people 
that will last forever.

,W� ZDV� HDUO\� -DQXDU\� ����� EHIRUH� 5RQDOG� 5HDJDQ� EHFDPH�
President, and he was spending an afternoon with Richard 
Allen, who went on to become his National Security Advisor. 
They were talking about foreign relations and defense strategy. 
5HDJDQ�DVNHG�$OOHQ�� Ń:RXOG�\RX� OLNH� WR�KHDU�P\� WKHRU\�DERXW�
WKH�&ROG�:DU�DQG�WKH�6RYLHW�8QLRQ"ń�$OOHQ�VDLG��Ń,�VXUH�ZRXOG�ń�
5HDJDQ�VDLG��Ń6RPH�SHRSOH�WKLQN�,łP�VLPSOLVWLF��EXW�WKHUHłV�D�GLI-
ference between being simplistic and being simple. My theory 
RQ�WKH�&ROG�:DU� LV� WKLV�� Ł:H�ZLQ�DQG�WKH\� ORVH�ł�:KDW�GR�\RX�
WKLQN�DERXW�WKDW"ń

This is the promise of the book of Revelation. Really, what it is 
is a promise that in the end, God and all those who align with 
KLV�6RQ��ZLQV��,WłV�WRXJK�QRZ��LWłV�KDUG�QRZ��WKHUH�DUH�FKDOOHQJHV�
QRZ�� ,W� GRHVQłW� ORRN� OLNH�ZHłUH�ZLQQLQJ� QRZ�� 7KHUHłV� LQMXVWLFH�
QRZ��ORQHOLQHVV�QRZ��LPPRUDOLW\�QRZ��WKHUHłV�VLQ�QRZ��%XW�LQ�WKH�
end, God wins and inaugurates a new beginning where none of 
WKDW�H[LVWV��7KDWłV�WKH�SURPLVH�RI�5HYHODWLRQ��

Can you imagine how this promise must have encouraged the 
RULJLQDO�UHDGHUV�DQG�OLVWHQHUV�RI�WKLV�ERRN"�-RKQ�ZDV�HQFRXUDJLQJ�
WKH�&KULVWLDQV�RI�WKH�ğUVW�FHQWXU\��7KH\�NQHZ�ğUVW�KDQG�ZKDW�LW�
ZDV�OLNH�WR�EH�SHUVHFXWHG��7KH\łG�VHHQ�FUXFLğ[LRQV��EHKHDGLQJV��
ORYHG�RQHV�SXW� LQWR� WKH� ULQJ�ZLWK�ZLOG� DQLPDOV�� DOO� EHFDXVH�RI�
their faith. They were always under the threat of persecution. 
7KH�$SRVWOH�-RKQ��ZKR�ZURWH�WKLV�ERRN��KDG�EHHQ�H[LOHG�WR�WKH�
LVODQG�RI�3DWPRV��,W�VHHPHG�OLNH�WKH�GHYLO�ZDV�ZLQQLQJ�WKH�ZDU��,W�
seemed like they were about to be defeated, but the big message 
RI�WKLV�ERRN�LV�WKLQJV�DUHQłW�ZKDW�WKH\�VHHP��*RG�LV�RQ�KLV�WKURQH��
+HłOO�EULQJ�DQ�HQG�WR�WKH�ROG�RUGHU�DQG�XVKHU�LQ�WKH�QHZ��

7KH�RQH�HYHQW�5HYHODWLRQ�ORRNV�IRUZDUG�WR�LV�WKH�UHWXUQ�RI�-HVXV�
&KULVW�� ,Q� IDFW�� WKLV�ERRN� is� WKH�5HYHODWLRQ�RI� -HVXV�&KULVW��+HłV�
WKH� RQH� ZKRłV� UHYHDOHG� LWV� SDJHV�� +HłV� FDOOHG� “the Alpha and 
WKHUH�2PHJD��WKH�ğUVW�DQG�WKH�ODVW��WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�DQG�WKH�HQGń�
���������7KH�ğUVW�WLPH�KH�FDPH�KH�FDPH�LQ�ORYH�DQG�KXPLOLW\��7KH�
VHFRQG�WLPH�KHłOO�FRPH�LQ�SRZHU�DQG�LQ�MXGJPHQW��7KH�TXHVWLRQ�
ZH�DOO�ZRQGHU�DERXW�LV�ZKHQ�ZLOO�LW�KDSSHQ"�+RZ�ORQJ�PXVW�ZH�
ZDLW"�7KH�DQVZHU�FRPHV�DW�WKH�HQG�RI�WKLV�ERRN�LQ�ZKDWłV�FDOOHG�
WKH�ŃHSLORJXH�ń�,W�VWDUWV�LQ������DQG�HQGV�LQ�������

The angel said to me, “These words are trust-
worthy and true. The Lord, the God who inspires 
the prophets, sent his angel to show his servants 
the things that must soon take place.”

“Look, I am coming soon! Blessed is the one who 
keeps the words of the prophecy written in this 
scroll.”

I, John, am the one who heard and saw these 
things. And when I had heard and seen them, I 
fell down to worship at the feet of the angel who 
KDG�EHHQ�VKRZLQJ�WKHP�WR�PH�b%XW�KH�VDLG�WR�PH��
“Don’t do that! I am a fellow servant with you and 
with your fellow prophets and with all who keep 
the words of this scroll. Worship God!”

Then he told me, “Do not seal up the words of the 
prophecy of this scroll, because the time is near. 
Let the one who does wrong continue to do wrong; 
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let the vile person continue to be vile; let the one 
who does right continue to do right; and let the 
holy person continue to be holy.”

“Look, I am coming soon! My reward is with me, 
and I will give to each person according to what 
they have done. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the 
First and the Last, the Beginning and the End.

“Blessed are those who wash their robes, that they 
may have the right to the tree of life and may go 
through the gates into the city. Outside are the 
dogs, those who practice magic arts, the sexually 
immoral, the murderers, the idolaters and ev-
eryone who loves and practices falsehood.

“I, Jesus, have sent my angel to give you this tes-
timony for the churches. I am the Root and the 
Offspring of David, and the bright Morning Star.”

The Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” And let the 
one who hears say, “Come!” Let the one who is 
thirsty come; and let the one who wishes take the 
free gift of the water of life.

I warn everyone who hears the words of the 
prophecy of this scroll: If anyone adds anything 
to them, God will add to that person the plagues 
described in this scroll. And if anyone takes words 
away from this scroll of prophecy, God will take 
away from that person any share in the tree of life 
and in the Holy City, which are described in this 
scroll.

+H�ZKR� WHVWLğHV� WR� WKHVH� WKLQJV� VD\V�� Ń<HV�� ,� DP�
coming soon.”

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

The grace of the Lord Jesus be with God’s people. 
Amen.

Jesus Declares, “I am coming soon” Three Times
:H�KHDU�VHYHUDO�GLIIHUHQW�YRLFHV��DQ�DQJHO�VSHDNV��-RKQV�VSHDNV��
EXW�PRVW�LPSRUWDQWO\�-HVXV�VSHDNV��$QG�ZKHQ�KH�VSHDNV�WKHUHłV�
one thing on his mind. He says it over and over again. This is 
ZKDW�KH�ZDQWV�XV�WR�UHPHPEHU��WR�KDQJ�RQ�WR��$W�ğUVW�ZHłUH�QRW�
VXUH�ZKR�LV�HYHQ�VD\LQJ�LW��,Q�Y����DV�WKH�DQJHO�LV�VSHDNLQJ�WR�-RKQ�
we hear words come out of nowhere, “Look, I am coming soon. 
Blessed is the one who keeps the words of the prophecy written 
in this scroll.”� 7KHQ� LQ� Y�� ���ZH�KHDU� WKH� VDPH� YRLFH� FU\�RXW��
“Look, I am coming soon. My reward is with me...” Finally, in 
Y�� ��� WKH� VSHDNHUłV� IDFH� FRPHV� LQWR� IRFXV��+H� VD\V� LQ� HVVHQFH��
Ń,WłV�PH��-HVXV�ń�7KHQ�LQ�Y�����KH�VD\V�IRU�D�WKLUG�WLPH��“Yes, I am 
coming soon.”

<RX� GRQłW� KDYH� WR� EH� D� VFKRODU� WR� NQRZ�ZKHQ� VRPHRQH� VD\V�
something three times he wants to make sure it leaves an im-
SULQW�LQ�\RXU�PLQG��/RRN�DW�LW�WKLV�ZD\��WKHVH�DUH�WKH�ODVW�ZRUGV�RI�
-HVXV�LQ�WKH�%LEOH��7KLV�LV�ZKDW�KH�OHIW�XV�ZLWK��KLV�SDUWLQJ�ZRUGV��
Everything else in the paragraph revolves around this central af-
ğUPDWLRQ��,Q�IDFW��WKH�HQWLUH�ERRN�FDQ�EH�VXPPHG�XS�ZLWK�WKLV��

6R�,�ZDQW�WR�VSHQG�VRPH�WLPH�XQSDFNLQJ�WKH�LPSOLFDWLRQV�RI�WKLV�
WUXWK��:KDW�GR�ZH�GR�ZLWK� WKLV"�:K\� VKRXOG�ZH�EHOLHYH� WKLV"�
+RZ�GR�ZH�OLYH�LQ�OLJKW�RI�WKLV"�7KHUH�DUH�VHYHUDO�WKLQJV�,�ZDQW�
you to see. All of them reiterate themes from the rest of the book.

Believe it!
7KLV�PD\� VHHP� REYLRXV�� 7KH� FRQYLFWLRQ� WKDW� -HVXV� ZLOO� UHWXUQ�
is one of the core truths of our faith. All Christians everywhere 
have always believed this. But have you ever stopped and asked, 
Ń'R� ,� UHDOO\�EHOLHYH� LW"ń�7KLV� LV�SUHWW\�EL]DUUH��HQG�RI�WKH�ZRUOG�
VWXII��-RKQ�ZDV�DQ�ROG�PDQ��PD\EH�KHłG�ORVW�KLV�PLQG��%XW�WKLV�
is nothing different than what we see in the rest of the New 
7HVWDPHQW��,Q�0DWWKHZ��-HVXV�VD\V��“Therefore be on the alert, for 
you do not know which day your Lord is coming”��0W���������7KH�
writer of Hebrews said, “In just a little while he who is coming 
will come and will not delay”��+HE���������3HWHU�VDLG��“The end 
of all things is near...”����3W������

:KDWłV�DPD]LQJ�DERXW�WKHVH�VWDWHPHQWV�LVQłW�MXVW�WKDW�KHłOO�FRPH�
DJDLQ�EXW�WKDW�KLV�FRPLQJ�LV�QHDU��5LJKW�KHUH�LQ�Y�����LW�VD\V�“for 
the time is near.” %XW� KHUH�ZH� DUH� RYHU� ������ \HDUV� ODWHU� DQG�
ZHłUH�VWLOO�ZDLWLQJ��+RZ�FDQ�LW�EH�QHDU"�:HUH�WKH\�MXVW�ĠDW�RXW�
ZURQJ"�.HHS�LQ�PLQG�*RG�PHDVXUHV�WLPH�IURP�WKH�SHUVSHFWLYH�
of eternity. Peter said, “with the Lord one day is like a thousand 
years, and a thousand years is like one day”����3W�������)URP�RXU�
SHUVSHFWLYH�ŃQHDUń�FDQłW�PHDQ�������\HDUV��EXW�WR�*RG�RQO\�DERXW�
WZR�GD\V�KDYH�SDVVHG��$OVR�� LI�\RX� ORRN�FORVHO\�DW�PDQ\�RI� WKH�
WKLQJV� -HVXV�VDLG��KH�RIWHQ� LPSOLHG� WKHUHłG�EH�D� ORQJ�SHULRG�RI�
waiting for his return. He told his followers to take the gospel to 
WKH�HQGV�RI�WKH�HDUWK�DV�D�SUHTXHO�WR�KLV�UHWXUQ��0W���������7KDW�
would take a while.

6R�ZH�KDYH�WR�DVN�RXUVHOYHV�WKH�KDUG�TXHVWLRQ��'R�,�UHDOO\�EHOLHYH�
LW"�,�WKLQN�VRPH�RI�XV�EHOLHYH�LW�LQ�RXU�KHDUWV�EXW�ZH�GRQłW�EHOLHYH�
it enough to let it change our lives. And what it comes down to 
LV�GR�ZH�UHDOO\�EHOLHYH�WKLV� LV�*RGłV�ZRUG"�6HYHUDO�WLPHV� LQ�WKLV�
HSLORJXH� WKDW�TXHVWLRQ�FRPHV�XS�� )LYH� WLPHV� WKH�ZRUGV�RI� WKLV�
ERRN�DUH� UHIHUUHG� WR�DV�SURSKHF\�� 3URSKHF\� LVQłW� MXVW� WKH� IRUH-
WHOOLQJ�RI�WKH�IXWXUH��EXW�LWłV�WKH�IRUWK�WHOOLQJ�RI�WKH�:RUG�RI�*RG��
<RX�GRQłW�PHVV�ZLWK�*RGłV�ZRUG��-RKQ�HYHQ�LVVXHV�D�ZDUQLQJ�LQ�
YHUVHV���ŋ����“If you add to this book God will add the plagues 
in this book to your life. If you subtract from it God will take 
away your part in the tree of life and the Holy City.”� 7KDWłV� D�
VHULRXV�ZDUQLQJ��:H�FDQłW�SLFN�DQG�FKRRVH�ZKDW�SDUWV�RI�*RGłV�
word we like and what parts to ignore. So ask yourself a very 
VLPSOH�TXHVWLRQ��'R�,�EHOLHYH�WKH�ZRUGV�RI�WKLV�SURSKHF\"�'R�,�
EHOLHYH�KLP�ZKHQ�KH�VD\V��Ń,�DP�FRPLQJ�VRRQń"

Worship God!
-RKQ�OHDUQV�D�KDUG�OHVVRQ�DERXW�WKLV�ULJKW�KHUH�DW�WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�
ERRN��,Q�YHUVHV��ŋ��-RKQ�IDOOV�GRZQ�DW�WKH�IHHW�RI�DQ�DQJHO��+HłV�
so impressed by all that the angel has shown him he falls down 



WR�ZRUVKLS�KLP��7KH�DQJHO�UHEXNHV�KLP�DQG�VD\V��Ń'RQłW�GR�WKDW��
,łP�MXVW�D�IHOORZ�VHUYDQW��:RUVKLS�*RG�ń�

,� ORYH�WKDW� -RKQ� LV� MXVW�VR�KXPDQ��KHłV�VHHQ�D� ORW�RI�ZRQGHUIXO�
WKLQJV��EXW�KHłV�VWLOO�NLQG�RI�FRQIXVHG��KH�VWLOO�ZDQWV�WR�ZRUVKLS�
WKH�DQJHO��7KLV�LV�HQFRXUDJLQJ�WR�PH��,�ORRN�DW�P\�RZQ�OLIH�DQG�,�
VHH�KRZ�RIWHQ�,�ZRUVKLS�WKDW�ZKLFK�,�VKRXOG�QRW��7KLV�LV�D�WKHPH�
WKURXJKRXW� WKLV� ERRN�� ,I� DQ\RQH� DVNV� \RX� ZKDW� 5HYHODWLRQ� LV�
DERXW��VD\�LWłV�DOO�DERXW�ZRUVKLS��,WłV�QHYHU�D�TXHVWLRQ�RI�ZKHWKHU�
\RX� ZRUVKLS�� EXW� ZKR� \RX� ZRUVKLS�� (YHU\RQH� ZRUVKLSV�� ,Q�
5HYHODWLRQ��WKRVH�ZKR�ZRUVKLS�SURSHUO\�ZRUVKLS�WKH�7ULXQH�*RG��
God the Father as Creator who sits on the throne, the Lamb as 
5HGHHPHU�ZKR�KHłV�LQVWDOOHG�DV�.LQJ��DQG�WKH�6SLULW�ZKR�PRYHV�
DPRQJ�XV��%XW�WKHUH�DUH�RWKHUV�ZKR�ZRUVKLS�WKH�IDOVH�WULQLW\��WKH�
GUDJRQ��ZKR�LV�6DWDQ��WKH�EHDVW�ZKR�KHłV�LQVWDOOHG�DV�NLQJ��DQG�
the false prophet who deceives people into following him.

This is really the problem of idolatry. All of us have a propen-
VLW\�WRZDUGV�IDOVH�ZRUVKLS��2XU�KHDUWV�DUH�IDFWRULHV�RI�LGROV��:H�
HDVLO\�JLYH�RXU�DIIHFWLRQV�WR�WKLQJV�RU�SHRSOH�WKDW�DUHQłW�ZRUWK\�
RI�WKHP��%XW�ZHłYH�EHHQ�PDGH�IRU�*RG�DQG�RXU�KHDUWV�DUH�UHVW-
OHVV�XQWLO�ZH�ğQG�UHVW�LQ�KLP��6RPH�RI�XV�DUH�OLNH�-RKQ��ZH�ZDQW�
to worship the messenger rather than the One who sent him. 
:H�ZDQW� WR�ERZ�GRZQ�WR�VSLULWXDO� OHDGHUV�ZKRP�*RG�XVHV� LQ�
RXU�OLYHV��EXW�WKHQ�ZKHQ�ZH�GLVFRYHU�WKH\łUH�RQO\�KXPDQ�ZH�JHW�
disillusioned with the whole business. Revelation should force all 
RI�XV�WR�DVN�WKH�KDUG�TXHVWLRQ��:KR�GR�,�ZRUVKLS"

,�ZDV�DW�D�SDVWRUłV�FRQIHUHQFH�WKLV�SDVW�ZHHN�DQG�VRPHRQH�PHQ-
tioned a statistic that the most committed believers now attend 
FKXUFK�DQ�DYHUDJH�RI�����WLPHV�D�PRQWK��,�JXHVV�LW�GRHVQłW�WDNH�D�
ZKROH�ORW�WR�NHHS�XV�IURP�FRUSRUDWH�ZRUVKLS�WKHVH�GD\V��:HłYH�
JRW�VSRUWLQJ�HYHQWV�WR�DWWHQG��:HłYH�JRW�RXU�YDFDWLRQ�KRPHV�WR�
YLVLW��:HłYH�JRW�RXU� UHVHUYDWLRQV� IRU�EUXQFK�� ,� UHPLQG�\RX� WKLV�
HQWLUH�ERRN�VWDUWHG�ZLWK�-RKQ�VD\LQJ��“On the Lord’s Day I was in 
the Spirit…” ��������7KH�/RUGłV�'D\�LV�6XQGD\�DQG�HYHQ�WKRXJK�
-RKQ�ZDV�LQ�H[LOH�KH�ZDVQłW�JRLQJ�WR�PLVV�DQ�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�ZRU-
VKLS��'RHV�WKH�DIğUPDWLRQ�WKDW�-HVXV�ZLOO�FRPH�VRRQ�PDNH�\RX�
ORQJ�WR�VHH�KLV�IDFH�DQG�ZRUVKLS�KLP"�$UH�\RX�HDJHU�WR�DGG�\RXU�
YRLFH� WR� WKH�KHDYHQO\�FKRUXV�DURXQG� WKH� WKURQH"�7KLV�SURPLVH�
should intensify our appetite for God and evoke worship.  

Stay faithful until the end!
,WłV�KDUG�ZDLWLQJ��:HłUH�OLNH�SHRSOH�ZDLWLQJ�IRU�D�ORQJ�ORVW�ORYHU�
ZKRłV�JRQH�RII�WR�ZDU��7LPH�VWUHWFKHV�RQ�DQG�ZH�ZRQGHU�LI�KHłOO�
HYHU� FRPH� EDFN��:H� VWDUW� WR� TXHVWLRQ� LI� LWłV� UHDOO\�ZRUWK� LW� WR�
NHHS�ZDLWLQJ��:H�PD\�HYHQ�EH�WHPSWHG�WR�XQIDLWKIXOQHVV��,Q�WKLV�
HSLORJXH��ZHłUH�HQFRXUDJHG�LQ�VHYHUDO�ZD\V�WR�KDQJ�LQ�WKHUH�DQG�
VWD\�IDLWKIXO��/RRN�DW�YHUVHV���ŋ����-RKQ�VD\V� “...the time is near. 
Let the one who does wrong continue to do wrong; and the vile 
person continue to be vile; let the one who does right continue to 
do right; and let the holy person continue to be holy.’”

This seems like a strange thing to say, but the idea is the time is 
VR�QHDU�WKDW�VRRQ�LW�ZLOO�EH�WRR�ODWH�WR�FKDQJH��HYLOGRHUV�PD\�DV�
well continue to do evil, while the holy are called to persevere in 
holiness. You who pursue holiness, you who work hard at being 
REHGLHQW�WR�*RG��\RX�ZKR�VRPHWLPHV�ZRQGHU�LI�LWłV�VWLOO�ZRUWK�LW��
NHHS�DW�LW��7KH�WLPH�LV�QHDU��,Q�Y�����KH�DGGV��“My reward is with 
me, and I will give to each person according to what they have 
done.”� 7KHUH� LV� D� MXGJPHQW�� HYHQ� IRU�EHOLHYHUV�� ,W�ZRQłW� GHWHU-
mine where we spend eternity, but it will determine our reward. 

:KHUH�ZH�VSHQG�HWHUQLW\� LV�GHWHUPLQHG�E\�VRPHWKLQJ�KH�VD\V�
GRZQ�LQ�Y������“Blessed are those who wash their robes, that they 
may have the right to the tree of life, and may go through the 
gates into the city.” God is creating a new heaven and a new 
earth, with a tree of eternal life in a Holy City called the New 
-HUXVDOHP�� -RKQ� VD\V�� Ń'R� \RX�ZDQW� DFFHVV� WR� DOO� WKDW"� +HUHłV�
ZKDW�\RX�QHHG�WR�GR��:DVK�\RXU�UREHV��,I�\RX�GRQłW�ZDVK�\RXU�
UREHV�\RX�ZLOO�EH�OHIW�RXW�ń

:KDW�GRHV�WKDW�PHDQ"�,WłV�LQWHUHVWLQJ�KH�XVHV�WKH�SUHVHQW�WHQVH�
IRU� ŃZDVK�ń� VR� WKH� LGHD� LV� WR�GR� WKLV�FRQWLQXDOO\�� ,WłV�QRW�D�RQH�
WLPH�WKLQJ��,WłV�D�FRQWLQXRXV�SURFHVV��+RZ�GR�ZH�GR�WKLV"�%DFN�
LQ�FKDSWHU���-RKQ�VSRNH�RI�WKRVH�“who have washed their robes 
and made them white in the blood of the Lamb” �5HY���������:H�
ZDVK�RXU�UREHV�WKURXJK�WKH�EORRG�RI�-HVXV��,I�\RX�ZDQW�DFFHVV�WR�
an eternity with Christ you have to accept his bloody death on 
the cross as payment for your sin. You have to let his blood wash 
\RX��$QG�WKDWłV�QRW�D�RQH�WLPH�WKLQJ��<RX�GR�WKDW�DV�DQ�RQJRLQJ�
process. The Christian life is a continual process of confession 
DQG� FOHDQVLQJ�� -RKQ�ZURWH� LQ� RQH� RI� KLV� OHWWHUV�� “If we confess 
our sins he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and 
purify us from all unrighteousness”� ��� -Q������� <RX�DQG� ,�ZLOO�
not get through today without sinning in thought, word or deed. 
+RZ�GR�ZH�KDQGOH�WKDW"�'R�ZH�KLGH�RXU�VLQ"�'R�ZH�UDWLRQDOL]H�
RXU�VLQ"�'R�ZH�DFFRPPRGDWH�RXU�VLQ"�2U�GR�ZH�MXVW�FRQIHVV�RXU�
VLQ"�7KDWłV�SDUW�RI�VWD\LQJ�IDLWKIXO�WR�WKH�HQG�

So let me ask you, where in particular are you being challenged 
WR� VWD\� IDLWKIXO� WR� -HVXV"�:KHUHłV� WKH� UXE� IRU� \RX"�:KHUH� DUH�
\RX�WHPSWHG�WR�VD\��Ń,łP�WLUHG�RI�WKLV��,łP�WLUHG�RI�DOO�WKLV�KROLQHVV�
VWXII��,łP�WLUHG�RI�DOZD\V�KDYLQJ�WR�SXW�RWKHUV�ğUVW��,łP�WLUHG�RI�
DOZD\V�KDYLQJ�WR�VD\�QR��,łP�WLUHG�RI�DOZD\V�EHLQJ�WKH�RGG�SHUVRQ�
RXW��,łP�WLUHG�RI�EHLQJ�GLIIHUHQW��,łP�WLUHG�RI�KDYLQJ�WR�VHUYH��,łP�
WLUHG�RI� WU\LQJ�WR�EH�D�ZLWQHVV�� ,łP�WLUHG�RI� WKH�FKXUFK�DQG�WKH�
VDPH�ROG� FDVW� RI� FKDUDFWHUV�ń�'R� \RX� HYHU� IHHO� OLNH� WKDW"� -HVXV�
VD\V��Ń,�DP�FRPLQJ�VRRQ��6WD\�IDLWKIXO��,W�ZLOO�DOO�EH�ZRUWK�LW�ń

Bear witness!
/RRN�DW�Y������“The Spirit and the bride say, ‘Come!’ And let the 
one who hears say, ‘Come!’ Let the one who is thirsty come; and 
let the one who wishes take the free gift of the water of life.” 
1RZ�DW�ğUVW�WKLV�VRXQGV�OLNH�WKH�6SLULW�DQG�WKH�EULGH�DQG�WKH�RQHV�
ZKR�DUH�WKLUVW\�ZKR�DUH�DOO�VD\LQJ�Ń&RPH��/RUG�-HVXV�ń�-HVXV�VD\V��



7KLV�PHVVDJH�IURP�6FULSWXUH�ZDV�SUHDFKHG�RQ�6XQGD\��0D\����������DW�&HQWUDO�3HQLQVXOD�&KXUFK
�����6KHOO�%RXOHYDUG�_�)RVWHU�&LW\�&$�������_��������������_�ZZZ�FSFZHE�RUJ��$GGLWLRQDO�FRSLHV�DYDLODEOH�RQ�UHTXHVW�
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Ń,�DP�FRPLQJ�VRRQń�DQG�QRZ�ZH�VD\�EDFN�WR�KLP�Ń<HV��&RPH�ń�
%XW�,�GRQłW�WKLQN�WKDWłV�ZKDW�LWłV�VD\LQJ��1RWLFH�KH�VD\V��Ń/HW�WKH�
RQH�ZKR� LV� WKLUVW\�FRPH��DQG� OHW� WKH�RQH�ZKR�ZLVKHV� WDNH�WKH�
IUHH�JLIW�RI�WKH�ZDWHU�RI�OLIH�ń�7KHVH�DUH�XQEHOLHYHUV�ZKR�DUH�LQ-
YLWHG�WR�FRPH�WR�&KULVW��:H�VKRXOG� LQWHUSUHW� WKH�ZRUG�ŃFRPHń�
the same way throughout the verse. That means the Spirit says 
WR�WKRVH�ZKR�DUH�WKLUVW\��Ń&RPH�ń�$QG�WKH�EULGHŌWKDWłV�XV�WKH�
FKXUFKŌPDNHV� WKH� VDPH� LQYLWDWLRQ�� Ń&RPH�ń� ,I� LWłV� UHDOO\� WUXH�
-HVXV�LV�FRPLQJ�VRRQ�WKHUHłV�DQ�XUJHQF\�WR�WKLV�LQYLWDWLRQ��7KRVH�
RI�XV�ZKRłYH�DOUHDG\�TXHQFKHG�RXU�WKLUVW�RQ�WKLV�ULYHU�RI�OLIH�KDYH�
WKH�MR\�RI�VD\LQJ�WR�WKRVH�DURXQG�XV��Ń&RPH�ń�,WłV�QRW�ŃFRPH�WR�
FKXUFKń�RU�ŃFRPH�WR�UHOLJLRQń�EXW�ŃFRPH�WR�-HVXV��ZKR�ORYHV�\RX��
GLHG�IRU�\RX��DQG�ZDQWV�WR�EH�\RXU�6DYLRU�ń

Some of you have been hearing these messages from The Story 
EXW�VWLOO�KDYHQłW�FURVVHG�RYHU�WKDW�OLQH�DQG�VDLG�\HV�WR�*RGłV�LQYL-
WDWLRQ��,�VD\�WR�\RX��&RPH��'RQłW�NHHS�SXWWLQJ�LW�RII��'RQłW�ZDLW�
for lightning to strike you from heaven. The more you put it off 
WKH�KDUGHU�LW�ZLOO�EH�WR�PDNH�WKDW�FKRLFH�EHFDXVH�WKH�PRUH�ğ[HG�
\RXłOO� EHFRPH� LQ� \RXU� UHVLVWDQFH�� <RXU� VRXO� LV� OLNH�ZHW� FHPHQW�
and the longer you wait the more hardened it becomes.

$UH�\RX�WKLUVW\"�,łP�JXHVVLQJ�WKDWłV�ZK\�\RXłUH�KHUH��<RXłYH�WULHG�
DOO�NLQGV�RI�WKLQJV�WR�TXHQFK�\RXU�WKLUVWŌD�MRE��D�UHODWLRQVKLS��
EXW�\RXłUH�VWLOO�QRW�VDWLVğHG�� -HVXV�VDLG�� ŃZKRHYHU�GULQNV�RI� WKH�
ZDWHU�WKDW�,�VKDOO�JLYH�KLP�VKDOO�QHYHU�WKLUVW��EXW�WKH�ZDWHU�WKDW�
,� VKDOO�JLYH�KLP�VKDOO�EHFRPH� LQ�KLP�D�ZHOO�RI�ZDWHU�VSULQJLQJ�
XS�WR�HWHUQDO�OLIH�ń�0DQ\�RI�XV�KDYH�IRXQG�WKLV�WR�EH�WUXH��:HłUH�
QRW�SHUIHFW�SHRSOH��)DU�IURP�LW��:HłUH�MXVW�SHRSOH�ZKR�DFFHSWHG�
WKH� LQYLWDWLRQ� WR�FRPH�DQG�GULQN��:H� IRXQG� IRUJLYHQHVV��KRSH�

DQG�MR\��1RWLFH�LW�VD\V�WKLV�ZDWHU�LV�ZLWKRXW�FRVW��LWłV�IUHH��-HVXV�
SDLG�WKH�SULFH�VR�\RX�GRQłW�KDYH�WR�SD\�IRU�LW��<RX�GRQłW�KDYH�WR�
GR�DQ\WKLQJ�EXW�FRPH�DQG�GULQN��+HUHłV�D�SUD\HU�IRU�\RX�WR�SUD\�

Jesus, I believe you’re the Son of God, that you died on the cross to 

rescue me from sin and death and to restore me to the Father. I choose 

now to turn from my sins, my self-centeredness, and every part of 

my life that doesn’t please you. I receive your forgiveness and ask you 

to take your rightful place in my life as my Savior and Lord. Come 

UXOH�LQ�P\�KHDUW��ğOO�PH�ZLWK�\RXU�ORYH�DQG�\RXU�OLIH��DQG�KHOS�PH�
to become the person you want me to be—a person like you. In Jesus’ 

name, Amen.

,I�\RX�SUD\HG�WKDW�SUD\HU�,�HQFRXUDJH�\RX�WR�WHOO�VRPHRQH��<RX�
can tell someone you came with or come up front after our ser-
YLFH� HQGV� DW�ZKDWHYHU� FDPSXV� \RXłUH� RQ� DQG� VRPHRQH�ZRXOG�
love to meet you and make sure you get a new Bible. 

The chapter ends with this, Ń+H�ZKR�WHVWLğHV�WR�WKHVH�WKLQJV�VD\V��
‘Yes, I am coming soon.’ Amen. Come, Lord Jesus”��Y�������-HVXV�VD\V��
Ń<HV��,łP�FRPLQJ�VRRQ�ń�1RZ�ZH�ZKR�KDYH�SXW�RXU�IDLWK�LQ�KLP�VD\�
LQ�UHVSRQVH��Ń$PHQ��&RPH�/RUG�-HVXV�ń�,�ZDQW�WR�HQFRXUDJH�\RX�WR�
OLYH�ZLWK�WKRVH�ZRUGV�LQ�\RXU�KHDUW�DQG�RQ�\RXU�OLSV��:KHQ�WKLQJV�
get hard, when you feel the ugliness of this world bearing down 
RQ�\RX��UHPHPEHU�WR�SUD\�WKHVH�WKUHH�ZRUGV��Ń$PHQ��&RPH�VRRQń�
and remember that in the end, God wins.

This manuscript represents the bulk of what was preached at CPC. For further detail, 

please refer to the audio recording of this sermon.


