
Whose problem is it? Well, maybe that depends on what kind of 
problem we are talking about. Normally, if we have a problem, 
ZH�WU\�WR�ğ[�LW�RXUVHOYHV��%XW��ZKDW�DERXW�WKH�SUREOHPV�RI�RWKHUV"�
How do you react when you see someone in need? How close 
are you willing to get to someone who needs help? They say you 
ğQG�RXW�ZKR�\RXU�UHDO�IULHQGV�DUH�ZKHQ�\RX�KDYH�WR�PRYH��:KDW�
about the problems of our world? Things like hunger, poverty, 
education, clean water, and injustice? Whose problem is it? For 
those of us who follow Jesus Christ, what, if anything, does he 
H[SHFW�RI�XV"�:KDW�LV�WKH�&KULVWLDQ�IDLWK�DOO�DERXW�DQ\ZD\"�,V�LW�
merely going to church 1.8 times a month, saying grace before 
PHDOV��DQG�DYRLGLQJ�ELJ�VLQV��RU�GRHV�*RG�H[SHFW�PRUH"�

Jesus had a lot to say about being a disciple, a follower of his. 
He not only taught about that but he showed it in his actions 
constantly. Whenever you read about his life in the Gospels, it’s 
clear, God asks us for everything. More than church attendance, 
more than prayer, and much more than belief, Jesus requires a 
total life commitment from those of us who want to be his fol-
lowers. And here is the incredible thing—Jesus wants to work 
with us to change the world. Did you wake up today believing 
Jesus wants to use you to change our broken world? He does. 
.LGV��,łP�WDONLQJ�WR�\RX�WRR��:KDW�ZRXOG�KDSSHQ�LI�HDFK�RQH�RI�XV�
and the 2 billion people who claim to be Christians in the world 
WRGD\�VDLG�WR�*RG��Ń8VH�PH��,�ZDQW�WR�FKDQJH�WKH�ZRUOG��,�ZDQW�
to make these problems my problems.” What if just the 3000 
people who call CPC their home church said that? What might 
God do? Over 2000 years ago the world was forever changed 
E\� MXVW� ��� YHU\�RUGLQDU\� JX\V�ZKR� VDLG�� 7KLV� LV�P\�SUREOHP�� ,�
EHOLHYH��ZRUNLQJ�ZLWK�-HVXV��ZH�FDQ�GR�LW�DJDLQ��b

7RGD\��DV�ZH�FRQVLGHU�WKH�FRPSDVVLRQ�DQG�PHUF\�RI�*RG��,�ZDQW�
XV� WR� ORRN�DW� D� VFHQH� LQ� WKH�%LEOH�ZKHUH� -HVXV�PDGH� VRPHRQH�
else’s problem his problem. After that, we’ll look at what biblical 
FRPSDVVLRQ�LV�DOO�DERXW��+HUHłV�P\�JRDO��,�ZDQW�\RX�WR�OHDYH�WRGD\�
believing something and then doing something about it. That’s 
why we are highlighting three very practical ways to make the 
world’s problem your problem. We are not a church that simply 
ZDQWV�WR�ğOO�\RXU�KHDG�ZLWK�D�EXQFK�RI�NQRZOHGJH��%\�WKH�6SLULW�
RI�*RG��ZH�ZDQW�WKDW�NQRZOHGJH�WR�ĠRZ�LQWR�\RXU�KHDUW�DQG�RXW�
of your hands and feet in service of others. Jesus made his mis-
sion very clear, “Love God with all your heart, mind, soul and 
strength, and love your neighbor as yourself.” With that in mind, 
RSHQ�\RXU�%LEOHV�WR�0DUN����

Then they came to Jericho. As Jesus and his disci-
ples, together with a large crowd, were leaving the 
city, a blind man, Bartimaeus (which means “son 
of Timaeus”), was sitting by the roadside begging. 
When he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he 
began to shout, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy 
on me!”

Many rebuked him and told him to be quiet, but 
he shouted all the more, “Son of David, have mercy 
on me!”

Jesus stopped and said, “Call him.”

So they called to the blind man, “Cheer up! On 
your feet! He’s calling you.” Throwing his cloak 
aside, he jumped to his feet and came to Jesus.

“What do you want me to do for you?” Jesus asked 
him.

The blind man said, “Rabbi, I want to see.”

“Go,” said Jesus, “your faith has healed you.” 
Immediately he received his sight and followed 
Jesus along the road (verses 46–52).

A Man with a Problem
Jesus and his followers are leaving Jericho and heading for 
Jerusalem to celebrate the Passover. Jericho is only about 15 
miles northeast of Jerusalem. Jesus passed through Jericho on 
QXPHURXV�RFFDVLRQV��,W�ZDV�LQ�-HULFKR�WKDW�=DFFKDHXV�ZDV�FRQ-
verted. And just outside Jericho Jesus was baptized in the Jordan 
5LYHU��%XW��WKLV�ZRXOG�EH�WKH�ODVW�WLPH�-HVXV�ZRXOG�PLQLVWHU�WKHUH��
Actually, this would be Jesus’ last miracle before the cross. Now, 
imagine a mob of people, following Jesus, scattered all over the 
road, all heading toward Jerusalem. Those who had been around 
Jesus for some time are all on edge; there is tension in this group. 
Jesus has predicted his death several times and the disciples are 
fearful of what might happen in Jerusalem. Jesus, on the other 
hand, was focused on one single goal: get to Jerusalem, suffer, 
and die for the sins of the world. 

For the blind man, the day had begun like any other. He woke 
up, shook off the dirt and straw away from his worn out clothes, 
stretched, and began slowly feeling his way along the familiar 
path to the main gate of the city. Maybe he was able to get a 
little bite of bread along the way and a small cup of tea. Once 
at the gate, he took his usual spot among the other beggars and 
began to cry out for money and food. As the city became alive 
ZLWK� OLIH��%DUWLPDHXV�KHDUV�VRPHWKLQJ�XQXVXDO��7KHUHłV�D� ODUJH�
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crowd of people approaching but this feels different. Maybe he 
heard someone mention the name Jesus of Nazareth. Maybe 
deep within him he knew there was something special about this 
rabbi. Maybe he grabbed someone and asked, “Hey, what’s going 
on? What’s all the fuss?” And they told him, “Jesus of Nazareth is 
ZDONLQJ�E\�ń�(LWKHU�ZD\��%OLQG�%DUW�NQRZV�WKLV�LV�QRW�MXVW�-HVXV�RI�
Nazareth; he knew more. He must have heard about his teaching 
DQG�PLUDFOHV� EHFDXVH� KH� FULHV� RXW�� Ń-HVXV�� 6RQ� RI� 'DYLG�� KDYH�
PHUF\�RQ�PH�ń

%DUWLPDHXV�ZDV�EOLQG��EXW�KH�VDZ�ZKDW�PDQ\�RWKHUV�GLGQłW��7KH�
WLWOH�Ń6RQ�RI�'DYLGń�ZDV�V\QRQ\PRXV�WR�Ń0HVVLDK�ń�(YHU�VLQFH�WKH�
great King David, the Jewish people heard time and again God’s 
promises to send a deliverer, Messiah, to rescue them from op-
SUHVVLRQ��%OLQG�%DUW�FRQQHFWHG�WKRVH�GRWV�DQG�WDNHV�D�ELJ�ULVN��+H�
cries out, “Have mercy on me;” other translations say, “take pity 
RQ�PH�ń�+HłV�VR�H[FLWHG��+H�FDQłW�EHOLHYH�WKDW�WKLV�-HVXV��0HVVLDK��
is walking right past him. He must have been creating a major 
scene because we’re told that the people rebuke him and tell him 
to be quiet.

+RZ� ZRXOG� WKDW� PDNH� \RX� IHHO"� 7HQVH"� $Q[LRXV"� $ZNZDUG"�
6FDUHG"�,�EHW�\RX�ZDQWHG�WR�VD\��Ń%H�TXLHW��<RXłUH�LQWHUUXSWLQJ�WKH�
SDVWRU��KRZ�UXGH��1RZłV�QRW�WKH�WLPH�ń�7KDWłV�H[DFWO\�KRZ�WKH�
FURZG�IHOW�DERXW�%OLQG�%DUW�\HOOLQJ�RXW�WR�-HVXV��,Q�WKHLU�PLQGV��
he is not their problem and certainly not Jesus’ problem either. 
Just like today, it was a common thing to see poor beggars in the 
VWUHHWV��7KH\�WROG�%OLQG�%DUW�VRPHWKLQJ�OLNH�WKLV��Ń7KLV�LV�WKH�ID-
PRXV�5DEEL��-HVXV�RI�1D]DUHWK��'RQłW�\HOO�RXW�WR�KLP��+DYH�VRPH�
GLJQLW\��+DYH�VRPH�UHVSHFW��+H�GRHVQłW�KDYH�WLPH�IRU�\RX�ń�7KH�
mob of people were busy, in a hurry, and they needed to get to 
-HUXVDOHP��7KLV�ZDV�QRW�D�WLPH�IRU�LQWHUUXSWLRQV��,�EHW�VRPH�ZHUH�
ZRUULHG� WKDW� %OLQG�%DUW�ZRXOG� JHW� WKHP� LQWR� WURXEOH�ZLWK� WKH�
UHOLJLRXV� OHDGHUV��<HOOLQJ�RXW�Ń6RQ�RI�'DYLGń�WR�VRPHRQH�PLJKW�
have gotten them arrested. Given the popularity of Jesus and 
WKH�KXJH�FURZG�IROORZLQJ�KLP��D�VRFLDOO\�LQVLJQLğFDQW�EOLQG�PDQ�
was a nuisance. The disciples often tried to protect Jesus from 
SUREOHP� SHRSOH� OLNH� KLP�� 6R�� WKH� FURZG� VKXVKHV� %DUWLPDHXV��
“Hey buddy, Jesus is really busy and has more important things 
WR�GR��<RXłUH�DQ�LQVLJQLğFDQW��QHHG\��EOLQG�EHJJDU��MXVW�OLNH�\RXU�
IULHQGV��1RZ�LV�QRW�WKH�WLPH��RN"ń�b

Jesus Makes it His Problem
,WłV� ULJKW� KHUH�� DW� WKLV� PRPHQW�� ZH� JHW� DQ� LQFUHGLEOH� JOLPSVH�
into the heart of God. Jesus stops. Even though Jesus is on his 
way to Jerusalem where he’ll be arrested, put on trial, beaten 
and then murdered on a cross, he hasn’t lost sympathy with the 
needs of one single person. Jesus stopped and said, “Call him.” 
7KH�GLVFLSOHV�ZHUH�VXUSULVHG�EXW�WKH\�UDQ�RYHU�WR�%OLQG�%DUW�DQG�
said, “Hey man, cheer up, take courage, get on your feet, Jesus 
LV�FDOOLQJ�\RX�WR�KLV�VLGH�ń�&DQ�,�MXVW�VD\��QR�PDWWHU�ZKDW�\RX�DUH�
going through today, Jesus is stopping and calling you by his side. 

+HłV�WHOOLQJ�\RX��MXVW�OLNH�%DUWLPDHXV��Ń7DNH�FRXUDJH�DQG�FRPH�WR�
PH�ń�6RPHWLPHV�ZH�WKLQN�-HVXV�LV�WRR�EXV\�IRU�RXU�SUREOHPV�VR�
we don’t call out to him in prayer. That’s a mistake. Jesus calls 
us to his side in order to comfort, cheer, and in this case to heal 
and restore. Throwing his cloak aside, he jumps to his feet and 
came to Jesus. Remember, this is a blind, poor beggar. The cloak 
is probably his only possession, but he tosses it to the side just to 
be near to Jesus. 

:LWK�JUHDW� WHQGHUQHVV�DQG�FRPSDVVLRQ�-HVXV�DVNV�%DUWLPDHXV��
Ń:KDW�GR�\RX�ZDQW�PH�WR�GR�IRU�\RX"ń�8S�XQWLO�WKDW�SRLQW��%DUW�
had only asked for mercy. Now, Jesus wants him to be more spe-
FLğF��&DQ�\RX� LPDJLQH�� WKH�PDVWHU�RI� WKH�XQLYHUVH�� WKH�FUHDWRU�
RI�DOO�WKLQJV��WKH�6RQ�RI�*RG�DVNLQJ�\RX��:KDW�GR�\RX�ZDQW�PH�
to do for you? Actually, Jesus does ask you that question every 
single day. We have the privilege to go to God in prayer. What do 
\RX�QHHG�*RG�WR�GR�IRU�\RX"�%H�VSHFLğF��$VN�KLP��

Jesus knew what this man truly needed, he didn’t need to ask, but 
Jesus wanted him to consider that question for himself. What is 
his greatest need? Does he want some money? Does he want 
some food? What Jesus wants for this man is not only healing 
EXW�D�SHUVRQDO�UHODWLRQVKLS�ZLWK�KLP��-HVXV�ZDQWV�%DUWLPDHXV�WR�
not only see, but to have the eyes of faith, to see both physi-
FDOO\� DQG� VSLULWXDOO\�� %DUWLPDHXV� VD\V�� Ń5DEEL�/RUG�� ,� ZDQW� WR�
see.” Jesus responds, “Go, your faith has healed you.” Literally 
WKLV�PHDQV��Ń<RXU�IDLWK�KDV�VDYHG�\RX�ń�)DLWK�LV�LWVHOI�D�JLIW�IURP�
God. Jesus blessed him not only physically, but spiritually as well. 
(YHQ�EHIRUH�KH�KDG�SK\VLFDO�VLJKW��%DUWLPDHXV�KDG�VSLULWXDO�VLJKW��
He was once blind but now sees.

This story is not about getting healed and going home happy. 
,WłV�DERXW�GLVFLSOHVKLS��ZKDW�LW�PHDQV�WR�EH�D�IROORZHU�RI�-HVXV��
,Q�WKH�*RVSHO�RI�0DUN��WKH�UHFRYHU\�RI�VLJKW�LVQłW�MXVW�D�SK\VLFDO�
PLUDFOH�� LWłV� V\PEROLF� RI� GLVFLSOHVKLS�� ,W� PHDQV� Ń,� ZDQW� WR� VHH�
DQG� IROORZ� \RX�� /RUG�ń�$QG� WKDW� LV� H[DFWO\�ZKDW�KDSSHQV�QH[W��
%DUWLPDHXV�IROORZV�-HVXV�DORQJ�WKH�URDG��+H�ZRXOG�IROORZ�-HVXV�
into Jerusalem and to the cross. True faith will always result in 
a life that follows Jesus to the cross. Jesus told his followers ear-
lier, “Whoever wants to be my disciple must deny themselves and 
take up their cross daily and follow me” (Luke 9:23).

Real faith will also contagiously infect others with the good news 
RI�WKH�JRVSHO��,�WKLQN�WKDW�LV�ZK\�0DUN�WHOOV�XV�WKH�PDQłV�QDPH��
while Matthew and Luke do not. The early church would read 
WKLV�DQG�VD\��Ń2K�ZRZ��QR�ZRQGHU�ZK\�JRRG�ROH�%DUW�LV�FUD]\�LQ�
ORYH�ZLWK�-HVXV�DQG�VKDULQJ�KLV�IDLWK�DOO�RYHU�WKH�SODFH�ń�b

There was also a lesson Jesus wanted to teach the disciples as 
well. The disciples were blind to the true mission of Jesus. They 
wanted a conquering king who would overthrow Roman rule 
and give them a seat at the table of power. Jesus’s focus was 
RQ�DQRWKHU�NLQJGRP��D�GLIIHUHQW�NLQJGRP��RQH�LQ�ZKLFK�6DWDQ��
sin, and death would be destroyed through his own death 



and resurrection. Jesus not only heals the blind man, but he is 
healing the spiritual blindness of his disciples, and maybe yours 
as well. He wants you to know today that he is much more than 
a prophet, teacher, and healer. He wants you to see that he is 
WKH�6RQ�RI�'DYLG��0HVVLDK��*RGłV�RQH�DQG�RQO\�6RQ��DQG�*RG�LQ�
WKH�ĠHVK��

It is Your Problem
Let’s get back to that skit we saw earlier and ask, Whose problem 
LV� LW"� ,Q� WKLV�VWRU\��ZH�KDYH�RQH�VSHFLğF�H[DPSOH�RI�D�FRPPRQ�
interaction Jesus had with a person in need. All throughout his 
ministry and travels he allowed for these “interruptions.” Jesus 
GLG� IRU� %DUWLPDHXV�ZKDW�ZDV� LQ� KLV� SRZHU� WR� GR� IRU� KLP�� +H�
gave him sight in response to his faith. He made a problem his 
SUREOHP��:KDW�DERXW�\RX"� ,V� WKHUH�D�QHHG� LQ�\RXU� LPPHGLDWH�
network of relationships that you have the power to do some-
thing about? What is keeping you from addressing that need? 
,Q� WKH� 3DUDEOH� RI� WKH� *RRG� 6DPDULWDQ� �ZKLFK� DOVR� PHQWLRQV�
-HULFKR�� -HVXV� WROG� XV� WR� ORYH�*RG� DQG� ORYH� RXU� QHLJKERU�� %XW�
who is our neighbor? Dr. Haddon Robinson said, “My neighbor is 
DQ\RQH�ZKRVH�QHHG�,�VHH��ZKRVH�QHHG�*RG�SXWV�PH�LQ�D�SRVLWLRQ�
to meet.” Do you see people and their needs the way Jesus does? 

-XVW� WKH�RWKHU�GD\� ,�ZDV�GULYLQJ�WR�RXU�RIğFH�DQG�,�VDZ�D�PDQ�
IURP�RXU�FKXUFK�ZDLWLQJ�DW�WKH�EXV�VWRS��,PPHGLDWHO\�,�VHQVHG�
WKH�+RO\�6SLULW�VD\��Ń3LFN�KLP�XS�DQG�WDNH�KLP�ZKHUHYHU�KH�QHHGV�
WR�JR�ń�+RQHVWO\��P\�ğUVW� WKRXJKW�ZDV�� Ń,� UHDOO\�QHHG� WR�JHW� WR�
ZRUN� DQG� JHW� VWDUWHG� RQ� P\� GD\�ń� %XW�� WKDQNIXOO\�� ,� REH\HG��
SLFNHG�KLP�XS�DQG�GURYH�KLP�WR�WKH�OLEUDU\��,�VKDUH�WKDW�QRW�WR�
pat myself on the back; trust me, there are plenty of days where 
,�ZRXOG�KDYH�LJQRUHG�WKDW�QXGJH�IURP�WKH�/RUG��%XW�ZH�DOO�QHHG�
WR�VWDUW�VRPHZKHUH��,�VDZ�VRPHRQH�LQ�QHHG�DQG�*RG�SXW�PH�LQ�D�
SODFH�WR�PHHW�WKDW�QHHG��6XUH��LW�ZDV�D�VPDOO�WKLQJ��%XW�LWłV�D�VWDUW��

Matthew also writes about this story in his Gospel. And in his 
DFFRXQW�KH� UHPHPEHUV� WKHUH�EHLQJ� WZR�EOLQG�PHQ��QRW� RQH�� ,�
don’t think that is a contradiction at all. Mark simply wants to 
KLJKOLJKW� %OLQG� %DUW��:KDW� ,� ORYH� DERXW�0DWWKHZłV� DFFRXQW� LV�
what he says about Jesus. He writes, “Jesus had compassion on 
them and touched their eyes. Immediately they received their 
sight and followed him” (Matthew 20:34). What does it mean 
WKDW�-HVXV�KDG�FRPSDVVLRQ"�,Q�-HZLVK�WKLQNLQJ�FRPSDVVLRQ�LV�DV-
VRFLDWHG�ZLWK�RXU�JXWV�DQG�LQQDUGV��,WłV�VRPHWKLQJ�ZH�IHHO�GHHS�
ZLWKLQ� XV�� ,Q� WKH� *UHHN� ODQJXDJH� WKH� ZRUG� FRPSDVVLRQ� GHDOV�
ZLWK�DQ�LQWHQVH�IHHOLQJ�LQ�\RXU�JXW��,WłV�D�PL[�RI�ERWK�V\PSDWK\�
DQG�RXWUDJH��6\PSDWK\�LV�WR�IHHO�RU�WR�VXIIHU�ZLWK�VRPHRQH��:H�
see this in the life of Jesus, “When Jesus saw the crowds, he had 
compassion on them, because they were harassed and helpless, 
like sheep without a shepherd” (Matt. 9:36). Jesus wept over the 
sight of Jerusalem. After hearing about the death of his good 
friend, Lazarus, Jesus wept. Jesus felt deeply for people and that 
motivated him to act. 

&RPSDVVLRQ�LV�PXFK�PRUH�WKDQ�V\PSDWK\��,W�DOVR�KDV�D�FRPSR-
nent of righteous anger directed toward circumstances that are 
unjust, unfair, and disheartening. Do you ever read the news-
SDSHU�RU�ZDWFK�WKH�QHZV�DQG�KHDU�DERXW�VRPHWKLQJ�DQG�VD\��Ń,W�
VKRXOGQłW�EH�OLNH�WKDW�ń�'R�\RX�HYHU�JHW�PDG�DERXW�DQ�LQMXVWLFH�RU�
a helpless situation and think, “Why is our world that way?” Jesus 
healed people as a reminder of what life is like in his kingdom. 
+H�WRXFKHG�D�OHSHU�DQG�VDLG�Ń%H�FOHDQń�EHFDXVH�GLVHDVH�LV�QRW�WKH�
way it’s supposed to be. He raised Lazarus from the dead because 
death was not his original plan. As we look around our world and 
see pain, suffering, injustice, poverty, hunger, brokenness and 
evil, something should well up inside of us that wants to scream, 
Ń7KLV�LV�QRW�WKH�ZD\�LWłV�VXSSRVHG�WR�EH�ń�7KDWłV�ZK\��DV�IROORZHUV�
of Jesus we pray, “Thy kingdom come on earth as it is in heaven.” 
The book of Revelation looks forward to a new heaven and a 
new earth where there will be no more pain, sorrow, death or 
tears. That’s our hope. 

The real power for us becomes when the compassion of Christ 
in us intersects the brokenness of people’s lives. Maybe God isn’t 
FDOOLQJ�\RX�WR�WKH�PLVVLRQ�ğHOG�LQ�$IULFD��EXW�KH�LV�FDOOLQJ�all of 
us to do something about our broken world. For some of us, the 
SDLQ�ZHłYH�H[SHULHQFHG�LQ�RXU�RZQ�OLIH�FDQ�EHFRPH�RXU�LQYLWDWLRQ�
to serve others. Our pain can become an incredible place of min-
istry. Maybe having survived the fear of cancer, you might come 
alongside someone who has just received the diagnosis. Maybe 
having gone through the pain of divorce, you can be there for 
VRPHRQH�ZKR�LV�H[SHULHQFLQJ�WKH�VDPH�WKLQJ��7KLQN�DERXW�\RXU�
RZQ�OLIH��:KHUH�GR�\RX�ğQG�V\PSDWK\�IRU�RWKHUV"�:KHUH�DUH�\RX�
disturbed by the forces that destroy people’s lives? Like Popeye 
WKH�VDLORU�PDQ��ZKHUH�GR�\RX�ğQG�\RXUVHOI�VD\LQJ��Ń7KDWłV�DOO�,�FDQ�
VWDQG��,�FDQłW�VWDQGV�QR�PRUH�ń�:KDWHYHU�WKDW�LV��LW�PLJKW�EH�WKH�
place of ministry for you. 

:KDW�DERXW� WKH�ELJ��KXJH��SUREOHPV�RI�RXU�ZRUOG"� ,V� WKDW�RXU�
SUREOHP"�5LFK�6WHDUQV��WKH�SUHVLGHQW�RI�:RUOG�9LVLRQ��LQ�KLV�FKDO-
lenging book The Hole in Our Gospel points out that the American 
church is the wealthiest community of Christians in the history 
of the world. The total income of American churchgoers, in a 
�����VWXG\��ZDV�DERXW������WULOOLRQ��7KDWłV�ğYH�WKRXVDQG�ELOOLRQ�
GROODUV��6DGO\�� WKH�DYHUDJH�&KULVWLDQ�JLYHV�RQO\������SHUFHQW�RI�
their income to the church and to Christian organizations. And 
only 2 percent of that amount ever leaves the country to assist 
LQ�ZKDW�*RG�LV�GRLQJ�DURXQG�WKH�ZRUOG��6WHDUQV�FDOOV�WKLV�WKH�Ń��
percent of the 2 percent.” He argues that if Christians would be 
more generous and give 10% of their income, there would be 
DQ� H[WUD� ����� ELOOLRQ� WR� VSHQG� RQ� IXQGLQJ� WKH�ZRUN� RI� &KULVW�
ZRUOGZLGH��:LWK�WKDW�PRQH\��ZH�FRXOG�HOLPLQDWH�WKH�PRVW�H[-
WUHPH�SRYHUW\�RQ�WKH�SODQHW�IRU�PRUH�WKDQ�D�ELOOLRQ�SHRSOH�� ,Q�
addition, with $6 billion we could educate all the children of the 
world. With $9 billion we could bring clean water to most of the 
world’s poor. And with $13 billion we could offer basic health 
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DQG�QXWULWLRQ�WR�HYHU\�VLQJOH�SHUVRQ�LQ�WKH�ZRUOG��:KHQ�,�UHDG�
WKDW�WKLV�ZHHN��,�DOPRVW�MXPSHG�RXW�RI�P\�RIğFH�FKDLU�

Just imagine Christians giving so generously that we put an 
end to world hunger, solved the clean water crisis, eliminated 
26,000 deaths of children daily, guaranteed education for the 
world’s poor children, provided access to drugs and medical 
FDUH�IRU�PLOOLRQV�VXIIHULQJ�IURP�$,'6��PDODULD�DQG�WXEHUFXORVLV��
and provided a safety net for the world’s tens of millions of or-
phans. Don’t you want to be part of that effort? Of course there 
are major obstacles to this list, like corrupt governments and 
FORVHG� FRXQWULHV� MXVW� WR�QDPH�D� IHZ�� %XW�� LV� WKDW� UHDOO\� DQ� H[-
FXVH�IRU�WKH�&KULVWLDQ�FRPPXQLW\�WR�VD\��Ń,WłV�QRW�P\�SUREOHP"ń�
,�GRQłW� WKLQN� VR��$QG�ZH�DUH�RQO\� WDONLQJ�DERXW�PRQH\� LQ� WKLV�
H[DPSOH��:KDW� DERXW� SUD\HU"�:KDW� DERXW� VHQGLQJ� SHRSOH� WR�
serve in these places? 

,łYH�QHYHU�PHW�DQ\RQH�ZKR�ZDQWV� WR�FRPH�WR� WKH�HQG�RI� WKHLU�
OLYHV�DQG� VD\�� Ń,�QHYHU�PDGH�DQ� LPSDFW�RQ�DQ\WKLQJ�RU�DQ\RQH�
EXW� ,łP�RND\�ZLWK�WKDW�ń�*RG�PDGH�\RX�DQG�ZDQWV�\RXU� OLIH� WR�

have an impact on others. Jesus wouldn’t have made the world’s 
problems our problems if it were not possible for us to do some-
WKLQJ�DERXW�WKHP��.LGV��WKLV�LQFOXGHV�\RX��,I�\RX�DUH�D�IROORZHU�
RI� -HVXV��KH�GLGQłW�JLYH�\RX�D� MXQLRU�VL]HG�+RO\�6SLULW��7KURXJK�
his power and his grace we can show the compassion and love 
of Jesus by coming alongside human brokenness in all its forms. 
$UH�\RX�LQ"�,I�VR��GRQłW�PHUHO\�EH�KHDUHUV�RI�WKH�:RUG��DV�-DPHV�
says; be doers. What is one action step you will take on Monday? 
<RX�FDQ�VLJQ�XS�IRU�D�/RYH:RUNV�����SURMHFW��\RX�FDQ�VHUYH�ZLWK�
%DJV�RI�/RYH��\RX�FDQ�VSRQVRU�D�&RPSDVVLRQ�FKLOG��RU�\RX�FDQ�GR�
whatever it is God is nudging you to do.

This manuscript represents the bulk of what was preached at CPC. For further detail, 
please refer to the audio recording of this sermon.


