
How many of you know what a meme is? A meme is an image of 
a person or animal with a funny or witty caption that is spread 
virally on the internet. If you are on Facebook, trust me, you’ve 
VHHQ�WKHP��7RGD\�,�ZDQW�WR�WDON�DERXW�FRQĠLFW�DQG�WR�GR�WKDW��,�
think a few memes are in order. These four memes I found all 
GHVFULEH�RXU�GLIIHUHQW�YLHZV�RQ�FRQĠLFW��

Ń7KLV�LV�P\�DWWHPSW�DW�&RQĠLFW�5HVROXWLRQ�ń��Game of Thrones?)

Ń,I�\RX�JHW�LQWR�D�FRQĠLFW��IDFH�LW�ń�

Ń&RQĠLFW�LV�EDG��)DOVH��,WłV�QHXWUDO�ń��,�PLVV�'ZLJKW�IURP�7KH�2IğFH)

Ń7KHUH�LV�QR�FRQĠLFW�ń��+RZ�PDQ\�RI�\RX�DUH�H[FLWHG�DERXW�WKH�
new Star Wars movie, Episode VII?)

+RZ�GR�\RX�GHDO�ZLWK�FRQĠLFW"�$UH�\RX�JRRG�DW�LW"�7HUULEOH"�7UXWK�
LV��ZH�DOO�KDYH�GLIIHULQJ�YLHZV�RQ�FRQĠLFW�DQG�KRZ�WR�KDQGOH�LW��
Some of us run from it like the plague. Others rush into it with 
a smile because you’re missing a few marbles. Seriously though, 
business leaders put up with self-centered and divisive people 
on their team because they fear that if they confront them, then 
they’ll leave the company and sales will plummet. Parents avoid 
disciplining their teenager because it’s just too hard and they 
just don’t want to deal with the fallout. Pastors can easily allow 
people in the church to gossip, live in immorality, and treat others 
harshly because we are either too scared to confront them or we 
are scared to lose them from the church. What I see happen all 
the time in the church or on a little league baseball team is that 
SHRSOH�ZLOO�UXQ�LQWR�D�SUREOHP�RU�D�FRQĠLFW�ZLWK�VRPHRQH�DQG�
LQVWHDG�RI�GHDOLQJ�ZLWK� LW�� WKH\� MXVW� JR�ğQG�DQRWKHU� FKXUFK�RU�
SOD\�IRU�DQRWKHU�WHDP��+HUHłV�ZKDW�KDSSHQV��DOO�W\SHV�RI�JDUEDJH�
piles up in our lives when we don’t lovingly confront problems in 
our family, neighborhood, school, church or anywhere we are in 
close relationships with other people.

As we continue our series through the book of Nehemiah, which 
is like his personal journal, we come to more opposition and 
PRUH�FRQĠLFW��b7KLV�WLPH�LW�FRPHV�IURP�LQVLGH�WKH�ZDOO��,Q�FKDSWHU�
4, the opposition to the rebuilding of the wall comes from out-
VLGHUV��IURP�,VUDHOłV�HQHPLHV��$IWHU�WKH\�GHDO�ZLWK�WKDW�FRQĠLFW��
WKLQJV�FRQWLQXH�WR�JR�UHDOO\�JUHDW��7KH�SHRSOH�RI�*RG�DUH�XQLğHG��
WKH\�DUH�ZRUNLQJ�WRJHWKHU��HYHU\RQH�LV�H[FLWHG��WKH�ZDOO�LV�DOPRVW�
built, and that all lasts for about a month. Here in chapter 5 the 
FRQĠLFW�FRPHV�IURP�LQVLGH��WKHLU�YHU\�RZQ�SHRSOH�DUH�EHLQJ�RS-
pressed and abused. If Israel is going to be the people of God, 

then care for the poor and dealing with their own issues will 
QHHG�WR�EH�DW�WKH�IRUHIURQW�RI�WKHLU�IXWXUH�WRJHWKHU��b

7KH�ğUVW�VWHS�1HKHPLDK�WDNHV�LQ�GHDOLQJ�ZLWK�FRQĠLFW�LV�WR�ğUVW�
DFNQRZOHGJH�WKHUH�LV�D�SUREOHP��/HWłV�UHDG�1HKHPLDK����ŋ��

Now the men and their wives raised a great outcry 
against their fellow Jews. Some were saying, “We 
and our sons and daughters are numerous; in order 
for us to eat and stay alive, we must get grain.”

2WKHUV�ZHUH�VD\LQJ��Ń:H�DUH�PRUWJDJLQJ�RXU�ğHOGV��
our vineyards and our homes to get grain during 
the famine.”

Still others were saying, “We have had to borrow 
PRQH\�WR�SD\�WKH�NLQJłV�WD[�RQ�RXU�ğHOGV�DQG�YLQH-
\DUGV��$OWKRXJK�ZH�DUH�RI�WKH�VDPH�ĠHVK�DQG�EORRG�
as our fellow Jews and though our children are as 
good as theirs, yet we have to subject our sons 
and daughters to slavery. Some of our daughters 
have already been enslaved, but we are power-
OHVV��EHFDXVH�RXU�ğHOGV�DQG�RXU�YLQH\DUGV�EHORQJ�
to others.”

Acknowledging the Problem
Some of the Jews who came back to Jerusalem were rich. Most 
were poor. Yet, everyone was working together, entire families, 
to rebuild the wall. At a certain point the poor Jews basically 
went on strike. They have had enough. What led to this boiling 
point? Several things. First, there was a severe famine. Grain 
was hard to come by and people were starving. This famine was 
most likely caused by a drought and since the people were busy 
working on the wall, they weren’t farming. In addition, hundreds 
RI�SHRSOH�ZHUH�ĠRRGLQJ�LQWR�-HUXVDOHP�WR�KHOS�UHEXLOG�WKH�ZDOO�
and they just couldn’t meet the new demand for food. 

1RW�RQO\�ZDV�WKHUH�D�IDPLQH��.LQJ�$UWD[HU[HV�UHTXLUHG�HYHU\RQH�
WR�SD\�WD[HV��,WłV�H[SHQVLYH�WR�UXQ�D�JOREDO�HPSLUH�DQG�WKH�.LQJ�
WD[HG� HYHU\RQH�� 0RVW� RIWHQ�� WKH� SHRSOH� ZKR� FROOHFWHG� WKH�
WD[HVŌQREOHV� DQG�RIğFLDOVŌZHUH� FRUUXSW� DQG� FKDUJHG�KLJKHU�
WD[HV� VR� WKDW� WKH\� FRXOG�SRFNHW� VRPH�RI� WKH�PRQH\� IRU� WKHP-
selves. So, the money they would use to buy grain instead went 
WR�SD\�WD[HV��

To make matters even worse, the poor Jews began borrowing 
money from the rich Jews and they were being charged Visa-
OLNH�LQWHUHVW�UDWHV��7KRVH�ZLWK�HQRXJK�FDVK�ZHUH�ğQDQFLQJ�WKHLU�
neighbors’ debts, charging high interest rates, and becoming 
HYHQ�PRUH�ULFK��7KH�SRRU�ZHUH�PRUWJDJLQJ�WKHLU�KRPHV��ğHOGV�
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and doing whatever they could to buy grain. It’s hard to imagine, 
but some were even selling their children into slavery. Sadly, we 
still see this heartbreaking problem in our world today. Poor 
families around the world sometimes will sell their children into 
VODYHU\��HVSHFLDOO\�WKH�VH[�WUDGH�LQGXVWU\��MXVW�WR�IHHG�WKHLU�IDPLO\��b

As we look at all this, what was the core issue? Was the issue 
greed? Yes, but it goes deeper. Were the poor being oppressed? 
Yes, but that still doesn’t get to the heart of the matter. The core 
issue is that God’s people were sinning against one another. 
What good would a high wall do if inside the wall they were 
abusing and destroying each other? There is a direct correlation 
between the mission of any organization or movement and how 
they treat one another. For the church of Jesus Christ, we must 
learn how to be the church before we can build the church. We 
PXVW�ğUVW� FDUH� IRU�RQH�DQRWKHU�GHHSO\�EHIRUH�ZH� FDQ�KRSH� WR�
reach the community for Jesus. 

7KH�ğUVW�VWHS�LQ�FRQIURQWLQJ�D�SUREOHP�LV�DGPLWWLQJ�WKHUH�LV�RQH��
6RPHRQH�KDV�WR�KDYH�WKH�FRXUDJH�WR�VD\��

Ń'DG�KDV�D�GULQNLQJ�SUREOHP�ń�

Ń%LOO\�LV�VWUXJJOLQJ�LQ�VFKRRO�ń�

Ń0DU\�LV�D�JRVVLS�ń�

Ń'DQ�DQG�6XVDQłV�PDUULDJH�LV�IDOOLQJ�DSDUW�ń�

Ń0RP�VHHPV�GHSUHVVHG�ń�

Ń5LFN�LV�FXWWLQJ�FRUQHUV�RQ�KLV�H[SHQVH�DFFRXQWV�ń�

,�NQRZ�WKLV�LVQłW�HDV\�WR�GR��%XW��LW�FDQ�EH�GRQH�ZLWK�JUDFH�DQG�
truth. Nehemiah reminds us here to resist the temptation to 
UHPDLQ� VLOHQW�� 5HODWLRQVKLSV� DUH� PHVV\�� %XLOGLQJ� WUXVW� LV� KDUG��
:K\"� %HFDXVH� ZH� DUH� GHHSO\� ĠDZHG� SHRSOH�� ,I� \RX� KDYH� DQ\�
close relationships, soon enough you will sin against someone 
or someone will sin against you. How will you handle it? How 
did Nehemiah handle it? First, he admitted there was a problem, 
then, he confronted the problem and made things right. Look 
ZLWK�PH�DW�YHUVHV��ŋ���

When I heard their outcry and these charges, I was 
very angry. I pondered them in my mind and then 
DFFXVHG�WKH�QREOHV�DQG�RIğFLDOV��,�WROG�WKHP��Ń<RX�
are charging your own people interest!” So I called 
together a large meeting to deal with them and 
said: “As far as possible, we have bought back our 
fellow Jews who were sold to the Gentiles. Now 
you are selling your own people, only for them to 
be sold back to us!” They kept quiet, because they 
FRXOG�ğQG�QRWKLQJ�WR�VD\�

So I continued, “What you are doing is not right. 
Shouldn’t you walk in the fear of our God to avoid 
the reproach of our Gentile enemies? I and my 
brothers and my men are also lending the people 
money and grain. But let us stop charging in-
WHUHVW��*LYH�EDFN�WR�WKHP�LPPHGLDWHO\�WKHLU�ğHOGV��
vineyards, olive groves and houses, and also the 

interest you are charging them—one percent of 
the money, grain, new wine and olive oil.”

“We will give it back,” they said. “And we will not 
demand anything more from them. We will do as 
you say.”

Then I summoned the priests and made the nobles 
DQG� RIğFLDOV� WDNH� DQ� RDWK� WR� GR� ZKDW� WKH\� KDG�
promised. I also shook out the folds of my robe 
and said, “In this way may God shake out of their 
house and possessions anyone who does not keep 
this promise. So may such a person be shaken out 
and emptied!”

At this the whole assembly said, “Amen,” and 
praised the Lord. And the people did as they had 
promised.

Making Things Right
Nehemiah sees and feels what’s wrong. I don’t think it’s enough 
to see injustice, we must feel it. We must internalize it. Nehemiah 
gets angry! He’s angry because the people of God were dis-
REH\LQJ�*RGłV�:RUG��7KH�0RVDLF�/DZ��WKH�7HQ�&RPPDQGPHQWV�
DQG�WKH�ğUVW���ERRNV�RI�WKH�%LEOH��ZDV�JLYHQ�WR�KHOS�*RGłV�SHRSOH�
know how to live in relationship with God and with one another. 
God’s people were supposed to live distinctly and set apart from 
the surrounding nations. As a light to the world, God has always 
ZDQWHG�KLV�SHRSOH�WR�UHĠHFW�KLV�FKDUDFWHU�DQG�YDOXHV��:KHQ�WKDW�
happens, people are drawn to God by our lifestyle. Not just what 
we say, but what we do and how we live.

So, when it comes to money God said, “If you lend money to 
one of my people among you who is needy, do not treat it like 
a business deal; charge no interest” �([RGXV���������7KHQ�ODWHU��
LQ� /HYLWLFXV��*RG� FODULğHV�� “‘If any of your fellow Israelites be-
come poor and are unable to support themselves among you, 
help them as you would a foreigner and stranger, so they can 
FRQWLQXH� WR� OLYH�DPRQJ�\RX��'R�QRW� WDNH� LQWHUHVW�RU�DQ\�SURğW�
from them, but fear your God, so that they may continue to live 
among you. You must not lend them money at interest or sell 
WKHP�IRRG�DW�D�SURğW��,�DP�WKH�/RUG�\RXU�*RG��ZKR�EURXJKW�\RX�
out of Egypt to give you the land of Canaan and to be your God. 
“‘If any of your fellow Israelites become poor and sell themselves 
to you, do not make them work as slaves. They are to be treated 
as hired workers or temporary residents among you; they are to 
work for you until the Year of Jubilee”��/HYLWLFXV������������

God wanted to meet all his people’s needs without them charging 
interest from fellow Jews or enslaving them. They could lend 
money to a non-Jew. They could even charge non-Jews interest. 
They could lend money to a Jew but not charge them interest. 
And it is clear that no Jew should ever enslave another Jew. 

%HFDXVH�WKH\�ZHUH�GLVREH\LQJ�*RGłV�:RUG��1HKHPLDK�JRW�DQJU\��
This is what I would call righteous anger. Aristotle once wrote, 
“Anybody can become angry, that is easy, but to be angry with 



the right person and to the right degree and at the right time 
and for the right purpose, and in the right way, that is not within 
HYHU\ERG\łV�SRZHU�DQG�LV�QRW�HDV\�ń�

,� WKLQN� WKH� %LEOH� ZRXOG� DJUHH� ZLWK� WKDW�� 3VDOP� ���� VD\V� “Be 
angry, and do not sin. Meditate within your heart on your bed, 
and be still” �1.-9���:H�NQRZ� WKDW� -HVXV��ZKHQ�KH�DUULYHG� LQ�
Jerusalem and saw the swap meet going on at the Temple, got 
UHDOO\�DQJU\��+H�ĠLSSHG�RYHU�WKH�WDEOHV�RI�WKH�PRQH\�FKDQJHUV�
and dove sellers and said, ““It is written,” he said to them, “‘My 
house will be called a house of prayer,’ but you are making it ‘a 
den of robbers”� �0DWWKHZ���������:H� VKRXOG� JHW� DQJU\� DERXW�
LQMXVWLFH��SRYHUW\��RSSUHVVLRQ��VODYHU\��DQG�VLQ��b

Nehemiah gets angry, but then he does what many of us need 
WR�WDNH�QRWH�RI��KH�VWRSV�DQG�WKLQNV�DERXW�WKH�SUREOHPŌŃ,�SRQ-
GHUHG� LQ�P\�PLQG�ń� ,Q� DQJHU��1HKHPLDK�GLGQłW�ZULWH� D�SDVVLYH�
aggressive note on Facebook that leaves us all wondering if he 
is talking about me. He didn’t send a scathing email. He literally 
ŃJDYH�KLPVHOI�DGYLFH�ń�:KHQ�,�DP�IDFHG�ZLWK�D�FRQĠLFW��DOO� WRR�
often I talk to myself about the problem, worry about it, and 
work myself up. Instead, like Nehemiah, we need to learn the 
art of giving ourselves advice. I like to call this preaching to our-
selves. When I get all worked up, I need to preach to myself and 
remind myself who I am as God’s child and what the Word of 
God says about me and the problem. Stop talking to yourself and 
learn how to preach to yourself. Nehemiah found a way to cool 
down after becoming angry. How are you at that?

After calming down, Nehemiah confronts the sin. He wastes 
no time and immediately confronts the sin head on. Just to be 
clear, he confronts sin, not his convictions or his preferences. 
Some of us are really good at confronting our convictions or 
our preferences. Nehemiah doesn’t confront a Christian who 
VHHV� DQ�5�UDWHG�PRYLH��+HłV� QRW� FRQIURQWLQJ� VRPHRQH�KH� VHHV�
enjoying a cold beer. He doesn’t address the Christian who gets a 
WDWWRR��+H�GRHVQłW�VWDUW�D�ğJKW�RQ�)DFHERRN�DERXW�YDFFLQDWLRQV��
He confronts sin�� +H� GRHV� WKDW� E\� ğUVW� DGGUHVVLQJ� WKRVH�ZKR�
ZHUH�WKH�PDLQ�VRXUFH�RI�WKH�SUREOHP��QREOHV�DQG�RIğFLDOV��WKRVH�
with deep pockets. After confronting the main source of the 
problem, he then gathers everyone and says, “You’re charging 
interest, that’s wrong! You’re enslaving Jews, that’s wrong! You 
look more like the pagan nations surrounding us than the people 
RI�*RG��WKDWłV�DZIXO�ń�+H�FRQIURQWV�WKH�LVVXH�SXEOLFO\�EHFDXVH�LW�
affected everybody. 

:KDW� 1HKHPLDK� GRHV� QH[W� ,� ğQG� VR� LQFUHGLEO\� LQVSLULQJ��
1HKHPLDK�FRQIHVVHV�KLV�RZQ�VLQ��'LG�\RX�FDWFK�WKDW"�,Q�YHUVH����
he humbles himself and says, “I and my brothers and my men 
are also lending the people money and grain. But let us stop 
charging interest!” Nehemiah was man enough to tell everyone 
that he too was part of the problem. I think one of the most 
GLIğFXOW�SDUWV�RI� DQ\� FRQĠLFW� LV� VHHLQJ�RXU�SDUW� LQ� LW�� 6LQFH� WKH�

*DUGHQ�RI�(GHQ��ZH�KDYH�UHğQHG�WKH�DUW�RI�SDVVLQJ�WKH�EODPH��
I remember one time I got out the orange juice from the fridge 
and dropped it and it spilt everywhere. My immediate response 
ZDV��Ń0LVV\�ń�6KH�ZDV�ULJKW�WKHUH�DQG�VDLG��Ń:K\�DUH�\RX�EODPLQJ�
PH"�ń�+RQHVW�WUXWK�,�VDLG��Ń%HFDXVH�\RX�ERXJKW�WKH�RUDQJH�MXLFH�ń�
7KHQ�ZH�ERWK�ODXJKHG�DW�KRZ�ULGLFXORXV�,�ZDV�EHLQJ��%XW�WKDWłV�
the human heart. We need to take the log out of our own eye 
before we bring up the speck in our brother’s eye. 

Nehemiah gets angry. He cools down and thinks about the 
problem. He then confronts the sin. He also confesses his own 
VLQ��$QG�ğQDOO\�KH�PDNHV�WKLQJV�ULJKW��,Q�YHUVH����KH�VD\V��Ń*LYH�
LW�DOO�EDFN�LPPHGLDWHO\�ń�7KHQ�LQ�YHUVH����WKH�SHRSOH�REH\�DQG�
VD\�� Ń:HłOO� GR� LW�ń� %XW� WKHQ�� VRPHWKLQJ� UHDOO\� LQWHUHVWLQJ� KDS-
pens. Nehemiah calls in the priests to witness it all. Nehemiah 
says, “Hey pastors, get over here, bring your notary ledgers with 
\RX��,�ZDQW�WR�SXW�WKLV�LQ�ZULWLQJ�ń�:K\�GRHV�1HKHPLDK�GR�WKLV"�
%HFDXVH�DJDLQ��KH�NQRZV�WKH�KXPDQ�KHDUW��+H�NQRZV�RXU�WHQ-
dency to disobey. To put things off in order to make just a little 
more money. I know a lot has changed today, but that’s just how 
it was back then! Nehemiah does this to ensure accountability. If 
you know God wants you to do something, ask a trusted friend 
to keep you accountable to do it. 

%HIRUH�ZH�PRYH�RQ��,�ZDQW�\RX�WR�VHH�RQH�PRUH�WKLQJ��'LG�\RX�
notice, in this chapter, there is not one mention of the wall? In 
order to address everyone publicly, he had to pull them off the 
ZDOO��([WHUQDO�RSSRVLWLRQ�GLGQłW�VWRS�WKH�UHEXLOGLQJ�RI�WKH�ZDOO��
LQWHUQDO� RSSRVLWLRQ� GLG�� ([WHUQDO� RSSRVLWLRQ� XQLWHV� SHRSOH� WR-
JHWKHU�� LQWHUQDO� RSSRVLWLRQ� GLYLGHV� XV�� ,łOO� EH� KRQHVW�ZLWK� \RX��
WKHUH�KDYH�EHHQ�D�IHZ�WLPHV�ZKHQ�,�KDYH�ZDQWHG�WR�TXLW�EHLQJ�
D�SDVWRU�DQG�TXLW�ZRUNLQJ�IRU�&3&��%HOLHYH�LW�RU�QRW��$QG�LQ�DO-
PRVW�DOO�WKRVH�WLPHV��LW�ZDV�FRQĠLFW�ZLWKLQ�WKDW�GLVFRXUDJHG�PH��
:KDW�DERXW�\RX"�,V�WKHUH�FRQĠLFW�LQ�\RXU�IDPLO\"�$W�\RXU�MRE"�,Q�
your school? Your community? Jon Foreman, the lead singer for 
Switchfoot sings, “Is this the world you want? You’re making it. 
(YHU\GD\�\RXłUH�DOLYH�ń

Nehemiah acknowledges the problem, confronts the problem, 
PDNHV�WKLQJV�ULJKW��DQG�WKHQ�LQ�WKH�ODVW�VL[�YHUVHV�RI�WKLV�FKDSWHU�
WHOOV� XV� KRZ� KH� OLYHG� DV� DQ� H[DPSOH� RI� JHQHURVLW\�� /HWłV� UHDG�
YHUVHV���ŋ���

Moreover, from the twentieth year of King 
Artaxerxes, when I was appointed to be their gov-
ernor in the land of Judah, until his thirty-second 
year—twelve years—neither I nor my brothers ate 
the food allotted to the governor. But the earlier 
governors—those preceding me—placed a heavy 
burden on the people and took forty shekels of 
silver from them in addition to food and wine. 
Their assistants also lorded it over the people. But 
out of reverence for God I did not act like that. 
Instead, I devoted myself to the work on this wall. 



7KLV�PHVVDJH�IURP�6FULSWXUH�ZDV�SUHDFKHG�RQ�6XQGD\��-XO\����������DW�&HQWUDO�3HQLQVXOD�&KXUFK�1RUWK
����3LHGPRQW�$YHQXH�_�6DQ�%UXQR��&$�������_��������������_�ZZZ�FSFZHE�RUJ��$GGLWLRQDO�FRSLHV�DYDLODEOH�RQ�UHTXHVW�

�ŕ������&HQWUDO�3HQLQVXOD�&KXUFK�1RUWK��6DQ�%UXQR��&$
&DWDORJ��1R������ŋ�1��

All my men were assembled there for the work; we 
did not acquire any land.

)XUWKHUPRUH�� D� KXQGUHG� DQG� ğIW\� -HZV� DQG� RIğ-
cials ate at my table, as well as those who came to 
us from the surrounding nations. Each day one ox, 
six choice sheep and some poultry were prepared 
for me, and every ten days an abundant supply 
of wine of all kinds. In spite of all this, I never de-
manded the food allotted to the governor, because 
the demands were heavy on these people.

Remember me with favor, my God, for all I have 
done for these people.

Living as an Example
,WłV�SUHWW\�DPD]LQJ�WKDW�1HKHPLDK�IHG�����SHRSOH�HYHU\�VLQJOH�
night! Can you imagine the bill from Costco? Even though he 
had the right, as Governor, he didn’t take a dime of the money 
from the King. Is Nehemiah bragging about what he does for the 
poor? He brings all this up, not to brag, but to show how he per-
VRQDOO\�ZDV�FDULQJ�IRU�WKH�SRRU��+HłV�VD\LQJ��Ń'R�ZKDW�,�VD\�DQG�
ZKDW� ,�GR�ń�:KHQ�1HKHPLDK�DVNHG�SHRSOH�WR�SUD\��KH�SUD\HG��
When he asked God’s people to build the wall day and night, he 
was right there working alongside them. When Nehemiah told 
them to trust God, he trusted God. Now, Nehemiah is saying 
WKDW� LW� LV�DOO� WKHLU� MRE�WR�KHOS�FDUH�IRU�WKH�SRRU��/HDGLQJ�E\�H[-
DPSOH��KH�VKRZV�WKHP�H[DFWO\�KRZ�KH�LV�GRLQJ�WKDW��$SRVWOH�3DXO�
reminds us to do the same, “Follow my example, as I follow the 
example of Christ” ���&RU��������1HKHPLDK�ZDVQłW�SHUIHFW��KH�
ZDV�OLNH�XV��KDG�DUHDV�LQ�KLV�OLIH�ZKHUH�KH�QHHGHG�WR�DOLJQ�ŃZKDW�
ZH�VD\ń�ZLWK�ŃZKDW�ZH�GR�ń�:KHUH�GRHV�WKDW�UHDOLJQPHQW�QHHG�
to happen in your life? 

So what does all this mean for us today? I think this passage is 
about much more than feeding the poor. Yes, that is important. 
:H�WRR�VKRXOG�OLYH�OLYHV�RI�JHQHURVLW\�OLNH�1HKHPLDK��%XW��DW�WKH�

core this passage is about how Israel will learn to obey God and 
live as his chosen people. God is more concerned about how they 
treat one another inside the wall than with the wall being rebuilt. 
*RG�GRHVQłW�QHHG�D�ZDOO�WR�SURWHFW�KLV�SHRSOH��KH�FDQ�GR�WKDW�ğQH�
RQ�KLV�RZQ��+RZ�ZLOO�*RGłV�SHRSOH�GHDO�ZLWK�FRQĠLFW�DQG�VLQ"�
&RQĠLFW�GRHVQłW�KDYH�WR�EH�DQ�DZIXO�DQG�GUHDGIXO�WKLQJ��)RU�WKH�
IROORZHU�RI�&KULVW��FRQĠLFW�LV�DQ�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�JORULI\�*RG��VHUYH�
others, and create Christlike transformation in our own lives.

7KH�1HZ�7HVWDPHQW�JLYHV�XV�FODULW\�RQ�KRZ�WR�UHVROYH�FRQĠLFWV��
0DWWKHZ���������� VD\V��“If your brother or sister sins, go and 
point out their fault, just between the two of you. If they listen 
to you, you have won them over. But if they will not listen, take 
one or two others along, so that ‘every matter may be established 
by the testimony of two or three witnesses. If they still refuse to 
listen, tell it to the church; and if they refuse to listen even to the 
church, treat them as you would a pagan or a tax collector.”

/DWHU��$SRVWOH�3DXO�DGGV�WR�WKLV�DQG�LQ�*DODWLDQV�������KH�ZULWHV��
“Brothers and sisters, if someone is caught in a sin, you who live 
by the Spirit should restore that person gently. But watch your-
selves, or you also may be tempted. Carry each other’s burdens, 
DQG�LQ�WKLV�ZD\�\RX�ZLOO�IXOğOO�WKH�ODZ�RI�&KULVW�ń�

$QG�RQH�PRUH��(SKHVLDQV�������“Instead, speaking the truth in 
love, we will grow to become in every respect the mature body of 
him who is the head,that is, Christ.”

&RQĠLFW� LV� DQ� RSSRUWXQLW\� WR� JORULI\� *RG�� VHUYH� RWKHUV�� DQG�
create Christlike transformation in our own lives. In closing, let 
PH�DVN�\RX�

Who do you need to lovingly confront?

Who has been trying to confront you?

7KLV�PDQXVFULSW�UHSUHVHQWV�WKH�EXON�RI�ZKDW�ZDV�SUHDFKHG�DW�&3&��)RU�IXUWKHU�GHWDLO��
SOHDVH�UHIHU�WR�WKH�DXGLR�UHFRUGLQJ�RI�WKLV�VHUPRQ�


