
A team of 22 from CPC returned last Tuesday night from 

Honduras after serving at the Garden of Love and Hope with our 

mission partner Footsteps Missions. I was impressed. God as-

sembled a well organized and talented team of people who had 

a set of skills and a desire to serve. Some of us specialized in just 

loving on the kids, playing soccer, cards, and doing arts and crafts. 

Some of us focused on teaching kids computer skills, sewing, and 

personal hygiene. Some of us came with construction skills and 

helped with their ongoing facility needs to improve and expand 

their facilities to reach more kids in the future. And a couple of 

us older guys taught local pastors and church leaders Bible Study 

methods and preached in their churches. It was a great experi-

ence for all of us.  Mission accomplished because it was so well 

led by Albert and Fiona Lee. On behalf of our team, thank you 

CPC for your prayers and sending us!

It’s good to be back, and with a few more probiotic capsules, I 

should be back to normal, if you know what I mean! It was a 

blessing that none of us really got sick, because we were told that 

there were very little in the way of medicines in the hospitals 

in Honduras.  Honduras is one of the poorest countries in the 

western hemisphere, and has a totally corrupt government. 

I don’t speak Spanish, but one night I noticed on the TV in a café 

the word Corrupt-sion. I saw video footage of a back-hoe pulling 

out scoops of medical supplies from a huge hole in the ground. 

:H�OHDUQHG�WKDW�RIğFLDOV� LQ� WKH�0LQLVWU\� IRU�0HGLFDO�&DUH�KDG�
recently been arrested because they had received money to buy 

more medicine for hospitals, but the medicine wasn’t delivered 

to the hospitals and the money was missing. Apparently the of-

ğFLDOV�LQ�WKH�0LQLVWU\�IRU�0HGLFDO�&DUH�ZHUH�VWHDOLQJ�WKH�PRQH\�
and burying the medicine. And you wonder why there were pro-

tests and calls for the president of Honduras to resign. We heard 

that medicine was being sold on the black market and capsules 

ğOOHG�ZLWK�ĠRXU�ZHUH�EHLQJ�JLYHQ�WR�VLFN�FKLOGUHQ�DV�PHGLFLQH�

Every one of us could stand up today and site examples of bad, 

corrupt, and self-serving leadership. On Thursday and Friday this 

week, CPC is hosting the Global Leadership Summit. We will hear 

amazing talks from amazing leaders who are making a differ-

HQFH� LQ� WKHLU� FKXUFKHV��EXVLQHVVHV�� DQG�QRQ�SURğWV��:H�ZLOO� JHW�
equipped with new skills to apply to our current leadership chal-

lenges. We are blessed every year by GLS. It’s a premiere training 

event for us. Our aim today is to prepare our hearts for the great 

training to follow later this week. 

No sane person can argue that Jesus wasn’t the greatest leader. It 

is right for us to view Jesus as the rock solid foundation for any-

thing else that is ever said about good leadership. It is right to start 

with Jesus as our foundation as we continue to be built up and 

HTXLSSHG�WR�EH�EHWWHU�OHDGHUV��*/6�ZLOO�SURYLGH�VKDSH�DQG�GHğQL-
tion to our leadership house for sure. But it’s right this morning 

to turn our attention to the foundation. What did Jesus teach us 

about leadership and how did he model what he taught us?

John 13:1-17 provides us with both a theological lesson and 

practical lesson on Jesus’ leadership. 

,W�ZDV� MXVW�EHIRUH� WKH�3DVVRYHU�)HVWLYDO�b -HVXV�NQHZ�
WKDW�WKH�KRXU�KDG�FRPHbIRU�KLP�WR�OHDYH�WKLV�ZRUOG�
DQG�JR�WR�WKH�)DWKHU�b+DYLQJ�ORYHG�KLV�RZQ�ZKR�ZHUH�
LQ�WKH�ZRUOG��KH�ORYHG�WKHP�WR�WKH�HQG��-RKQ�������

It was time for the Passover, the most sacred of all the Jewish 

feasts. It was estimated at up to three million people were in 

Jerusalem to celebrate Passover. Word had spread that Jesus 

of Nazareth had raised from the dead a man named Lazarus 

of Bethany, and now he was on his way to the feast. The news 

VSUHDG�OLNH�ZLOGğUH��7KRXVDQGV�OLQHG�WKH�URDG�LQWR�-HUXVDOHP�WR�
catch a glimpse of this miracle man they hoped was the Messiah. 

They shouted Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of 

the Lord! Blessed is the King of Israel! Blessed is the kingdom of 

our father David!

The people were ripe for a revolution. The Roman and Jewish 

leaders were corrupt-sion. The people shouted for a conquering 

hero who would liberate them with righteousness. They imag-

ined their Savior through Old Testament imagery, and ruling 

with an iron scepter. A leader who will shatter unrighteous 

leaders, purge Jerusalem from corruption and restore God to the 

throne. But what they were about to learn was that their Savior 

was indeed in their midst, but he didn’t rule with an iron scepter; 

he ruled with a towel. 

Verse 1 says “Jesus loves his own.” Jesus loves his disciples and 

he loves you and me. What this verse doesn’t explain is why he 

loves us. We aren’t lovable, we aren’t holy, we are not desirable, 

we are sinful, rebellious, hateful. Jesus didn’t love us because we 

ORYHG�KLP�ğUVW��-RKQ�ZURWH�LQ���-RKQ�������“This is love, not that 
we loved God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning 
VDFULğFH�IRU�RXU�VLQ�ń

The reason God loves us is because he loves us. Beyond that his 

love is unexplainable. But what is known to us is that the word 
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for “end” is “Telos” which literally means with perfection forever. 

He loved his disciples perfectly and he loved them their whole 

lives until they went to glory upon their deaths. For us as well, 

Jesus loves us perfectly and forever. He loves us now and all the 

way into his presence to be with him in glory.

Jesus saw this Passover as the critical time. He knew that his time 

was drawing to a close. He knew that he was to be the “Lamb of 

God who would take away the sin of the world.” In 12 hours he 

would be hanging on a cross. We know he dreaded it. He feared 

it, but he pressed on. Later in his teaching in John 15 Jesus says, 

Ń*UHDWHU�ORYH�KDV�QR�PDQ�WKDQ�WKLV��WKDW�D�PDQ�OD\�GRZQ�KLV�OLIH�
IRU�KLV�IULHQGV�ń The theme of his love for his disciples, and his 

exhortation for his disciples to love one another, dominates the 

last hours of his life. You would think that in these last hours his 

thoughts would turn away from loving others and onto himself. 

Who could blame him?

7KH�HYHQLQJ�PHDO�ZDV�LQ�SURJUHVV��DQG�WKH�GHYLO�KDG�
DOUHDG\�SURPSWHG�-XGDV��WKH�VRQ�RI�6LPRQ�,VFDULRW��
WR�EHWUD\�-HVXV��-HVXV�NQHZ�WKDW�WKH�)DWKHU�KDG�SXW�
DOO� WKLQJV�XQGHU�KLV�SRZHU�bDQG�WKDW�KH�KDG�FRPH�
IURP�*RGbDQG�ZDV�UHWXUQLQJ�WR�*RG���-RKQ���������

So there is this visible world of Roman spears, religious Jews, and 

VDFULğFHG�ODPEV��EXW�WKHUH�LV�DOVR�DQ�LQYLVLEOH�ZRUOG�WKDW�LV�MXVW�
as real. The Bible tells us there are spiritual powers of darkness 

that seek to put thoughts, lies, philosophies opposed to God into 

minds and hearts, and if we follow them and fail to realize that 

Scripture declares them to be wrong, we end up betraying God. 

This passage says that the devil had resolved to use Judas Iscariot 

to betray Jesus. And Judas became complicit and was a co-con-

spirator in the betrayal. If you are wondering how Jesus could 

stay strong and keep secure with his violent death pending, look 

at verse 3.

This is so important for us to understand. It’s foundational to 

who Jesus is. It’s foundational to his leadership. When under 

pressure, Jesus remembered who he was, whose he was, and 

where he was going. To lead like Jesus and be people of the 

towel, we must embrace our identity in Christ. We must re-

member who we are, whose we are, and where we are going 

when this world is over.  

We Must Embrace Our Identity in Christ
If we don’t know “who” and “whose” we are, we will spend most 

RI� RXU� HQHUJ\� GRLQJ� WKLQJV� WR� WU\� WR� GHğQH� RXU� LGHQWLW\�� $QG�
sadly nothing we can do—no promotion, accolade, no bonus, no 

human recognition, no new leadership principle to apply—can 

DGHTXDWHO\�GHğQH�RXU�LGHQWLW\��:K\"��%HFDXVH�RXU�LGHQWLW\�LV�QRW�
found in what we do, but in whom we are by the grace of God.

7DNH� VRPH� WLPH� WR� UHDG� WKURXJK� (SKHVLDQV� FKDSWHU� ��� 9HUVH� ��
says, Ń+H�FKRVH�XV�LQ�KLP�EHIRUH�WKH�FUHDWLRQ�RI�WKH�ZRUOG�ń Verse 

5 says, “He predestined us to be adopted as his sons through Jesus 

Christ.” Verse 7 says, “We are predestined according to his pur-
pose.” Verse 13 says we are “marked with a seal the promised 
+RO\�6SLULW�EHFDXVH�ZH�EHOLHYHG�WKH�JRVSHO�RI�-HVXV�&KULVW�ń  

The reason why Jesus could do what he did is because he knew 

that the Father had put everything under his power, and that he 

had come from God and that he was returning to God. When 

we are being called to lead and God is prompting us to lead with 

the towel (his way) instead of an iron scepter (the world’s way), 

remember who you are and whose you are because you will face 

opposition and need to cling to your identity in Christ. 

6R� WKH�.LQJ�RI�.LQJV�� WKH�/RUG�RI�/RUGV�� WKH�:RUG� LQ� WKH�ĠHVK�
WXUQHG������\HDUV�RI�OHDGHUVKLS�WKHRU\�RQ�LWV�HDU�ZLWK�ZKDW�KH�
modeled in these next verses. 

Ľ� VR� KH� JRW� XS� IURP� WKH�PHDO�� WRRN� RII� KLV� RXWHU�
FORWKLQJ��DQG�ZUDSSHG�D�WRZHO�DURXQG�KLV�ZDLVW��b$IWHU�
WKDW��KH�SRXUHG�ZDWHU�LQWR�D�EDVLQ�DQG�EHJDQ�WR�ZDVK�
KLV�GLVFLSOHVł�IHHW�GU\LQJ�WKHP�ZLWK�WKH�WRZHO�WKDW�ZDV�
ZUDSSHG�DURXQG�KLP��-RKQ���������

One by one, Jesus washed their feet, performing the most menial 

and common act of service. How ironic because the next day he 

died a degrading death of a common criminal. John says in verse 

���WKDW�ZKHQ�-HVXV�KDG�ğQLVKHG�ZDVKLQJ�WKHLU�IHHW��KH�WRRN�XS�
his garments and returned to his place of honor…  as we will see 

that Jesus was resurrected after his death to his place of honor 

once again seated on the throne at the right hand of his father.

In the room that night the eternal Son of God, the king of creation 

stripped off his garments and got on his knees to serve by washing 

the dirt from the feet of men who should have been serving him. 

7KLV�DFW�RI�ZDVKLQJ�ZDV�D�SLFWXUH�RI�WKH�PDJQLğFHQW�KXPLOLDWLRQ�RI�
&KULVW��WKH�VRQ�RI�*RG��WKH�:RUG�EHFRPLQJ�ĠHVK�WKDW�3DXO�UHFRUGV�
in Philippians 2:6-8. The early church would put these scriptures 

into verse and sung them as a hymn in their worship. 

:KR�� EHLQJ� LQ� YHU\� QDWXUHb *RG�� GLG� QRW� FRQVLGHU�
HTXDOLW\�ZLWK�*RGbVRPHWKLQJ�WR�EH�XVHG�WR�KLV�RZQ�
DGYDQWDJH�� UDWKHU�� KH� PDGH� KLPVHOI� QRWKLQJ� E\�
WDNLQJ�WKH�YHU\�QDWXUH�RI�D�VHUYDQW��EHLQJ�PDGH�LQ�
KXPDQ�OLNHQHVV��$QG�EHLQJ�IRXQG�LQ�DSSHDUDQFH�DV�
D�PDQ��KH�KXPEOHG�KLPVHOI�E\�EHFRPLQJ�REHGLHQW�
WR�GHDWK���HYHQ�GHDWK�RQ�D�FURVV���3KLO���������

In verses 9-11 Paul says, Ń7KHUHIRUH� *RG� H[DOWHG� KLP� WR� WKH�
highest place and gave him the name that is above every name, 
WKDW�DW�WKH�QDPH�RI�-HVXV�HYHU\�NQHH�VKRXOG�ERZ�LQ�KHDYHQ�DQG�
on earth and under earth, and every tongue acknowledge that 
-HVXV�&KULVW� LV�/RUG�WR�WKH�JORU\�RI�*RG�WKH�IDWKHU�ń There is no 

doubt that John wants us to see the contrast between Jesus 

leading with the towel and Judas or Satan’s way of leadership 

of personal advancement at the expense of others. A stark con-

trast:  The humility of Christ versus the pride of Satan. The love 

of Christ versus the betrayal and treachery of Judas. Satan’s way 

LV�GHVFULEHG�YLYLGO\�LQ�,VDLDK�����������*RG�VD\V�WR�6DWDQ�



+RZ� \RX� KDYH� IDOOHQb IURP� KHDYHQ�� PRUQLQJ�
VWDU�bVRQ�RI�WKH�GDZQ���<RX�KDYH�EHHQ�FDVW�GRZQ�WR�
WKH�HDUWK��\RX�ZKR�RQFH�ODLG�ORZ�WKH�QDWLRQV���<RX�
VDLG�LQ�\RXU�KHDUW�Ń,�ZLOO�DVFHQGbWR�WKH�KHDYHQV�� ,�
ZLOO�UDLVH�P\�WKURQH�DERYH�WKH�VWDUV�RI�*RG��,�ZLOO�
VLW� HQWKURQHG� RQ� WKH�PRXQW� RI� DVVHPEO\�� RQ� WKH�
XWPRVW� KHLJKWVb RI� 0RXQW� =DSKRQ�� ,� ZLOO� DVFHQG�
DERYH� WKH� WRSV� RI� WKH� FORXGV�� ,�ZLOO�PDNH�P\VHOI�
OLNH�WKH�0RVW�+LJK�ń�%XW�\RX�DUH�EURXJKW�GRZQbWR�
WKH�UHDOP�RI�WKH�GHDG��WR�WKH�GHSWKVbRI�WKH�SLW�

Satan’s pride drove him to want to be like God. To be worshipped, 

no matter who he destroyed along the way. He was his God. His 

pride only allowed him to worship himself. On the other hand 

the pathway to greatness as a leader is to descend into greatness 

DV�VHUYDQWV��6DWDQ��Ń,�ZLOO�WKLQN�RI�P\VHOI�ğUVW�ń��-HVXV��Ń,�ZLOO�WKLQN�
of others to the end and lay down my life for my friends.” 

If we want to lead like Jesus we must become people of the 

towel and not aspire to ascend, but aspire to descend to our Place 

of Service.

We Must Descend to Our Place of Service
Now that sounds like a great platitude, but this wasn’t easy for 

the disciples to learn. There is a backstory that gives us more 

insight into what was happening in that room that night. Luke 

gives us insight into the topic of conversation around the table in 

that early part of the dinner. 

$�GLVSXWH�DOVR� DURVH� DPRQJ� WKHP�DV� WR�ZKLFK�RI�
WKHP�ZDV�FRQVLGHUHG�WR�EH�JUHDWHVW�b-HVXV�VDLG�WR�
WKHP�bŃ7KH�NLQJV�RI�WKH�*HQWLOHV�ORUG�LW�RYHU�WKHP��
DQG� WKRVH�ZKR� H[HUFLVH� DXWKRULW\� RYHU� WKHP� FDOO�
WKHPVHOYHV�%HQHIDFWRUV�b%XW�\RX�DUH�QRW�WR�EH�OLNH�
WKDW�� ,QVWHDG�� WKH� JUHDWHVW� DPRQJ� \RX� VKRXOG� EH�
OLNH�WKH�\RXQJHVW�bDQG�WKH�RQH�ZKR�UXOHV�OLNH�WKH�
RQH�ZKR�VHUYHV�b)RU�ZKR� LV�JUHDWHU�� WKH�RQH�ZKR�
LV�DW�WKH�WDEOH�RU�WKH�RQH�ZKR�VHUYHV"�,V�LW�QRW�WKH�
RQH�ZKR�LV�DW�WKH�WDEOH"�%XW�,�DP�DPRQJ�\RX�DV�RQH�
ZKR�VHUYHV��/XNH�����������

We know that no servant was in the room to wash their feet. 

Jesus waited and no one stepped up to do the foot washing, so 

without a word he rose, took off his garments, reduced himself 

to the position of a slave, and kneeling in front of each disciple 

RQH�E\�RQHŌLQFOXGLQJ� -XGDVŌKH�SURFHHGHG� WR�ZDVK����GLUW\�
feet and then dry them with a towel. Given what was on their 

PLQGV�� FDQ� \RX� LPDJLQH� WKH� DZNZDUG� VLOHQFH�� ���PLQXWHV�� ���
PLQXWHV�����PLQXWHV�KRZHYHU�ORQJ�LW�WRRN�WR�ZDVK����VWLQN\�IHHW�
from 12 prideful men.

I can imagine the only sounds that were heard during the foot 

washing was the pouring of water, the quiet breathing of Jesus; 

no one knew what to say. He comes to Matthew and Thomas 

and maybe he thinks, “How beautiful are the feet of those to pro-

claim the good news.” He comes to Judas and maybe thinks, “this 

man I serve is about to betray me.” Then he comes to Peter who 

LV�KRUULğHG�E\�ZKDW�-HVXV�LV�GRLQJ��$QG�LQ�W\SLFDO�3HWHU�IDVKLRQ�KH�
opens his mouth and quickly inserts his own dirty size thirteen’s. 

+H�FDPH�WR�6LPRQ�3HWHU��ZKR�VDLG�WR�KLP��Ń/RUG��
DUH�\RX�JRLQJ�WR�ZDVK�P\�IHHW"ń�-HVXV�UHSOLHG�bŃ<RX�
GR�QRW�UHDOL]H�QRZ�ZKDW�,�DP�GRLQJ��EXW�ODWHU�\RX�
ZLOO�XQGHUVWDQG�ń�Ń1R�ń�VDLG�3HWHU��Ń\RX�VKDOO�QHYHU�
ZDVK�P\�IHHW���-HVXV�DQVZHUHG�bŃ8QOHVV�,�ZDVK�\RX��
\RX�KDYH�QR�SDUW�ZLWK�PHń��-RKQ���������

Peter’s protest is strong. Never Lord. You will never wash my feet! 

It’s not right. It’s unseemly. I will never understand this. Well, 

Peter eventually would understand after the resurrection, ascen-

sion and Pentecost. But at this time in that upper room, Peter 

ZDQWHG�-HVXV�WR�ğW�LQWR�KLV�RZQ�LGHD�RI�UR\DOW\��GLYLQLW\��OHDGHU-
ship. Jesus is shattering Peter’s concept of greatness. By using the 

towel Jesus is telling us that the greatness of God means that 

God lives right down on earth with us. Even more the greatness 

of God is that God not only lives down with us, he serves us!  

But John 13:1-17 is more than a practical lesson of humility. It’s 

also a theological picture of what God does to save us. Jesus had 

WR�OLYH�ZLWK�XV�DQG�VHUYH�XV�WR�VDYH�XV��7KH�FUXFLğ[LRQ�RI�&KULVW�
was an act carried out by evil men. It was actually an act of lead-

ership. It was worldly wisdom to solve their problem. Jesus was 

the threat; let’s kill him and keep our power. But Jesus voluntarily 

VDFULğFHG�KLPVHOI�RQ� WKH�FURVV�DQG�SURYHG� WKDW� WKH�ZLVGRP�RI�
the world was in reality foolishness. And what appeared to be 

the foolishness of God to let his son die a shameful death was 

DFWXDOO\�ZLVGRP��-HVXVł�FUXFLğ[LRQ�DSSHDUHG�WR�EH�D�VFDQGDORXV�
death, so wrong, so unfair, but in reality it showed the power 

of God triumphant over death and over the power of sin. The 

wisdom of God reveals the foolishness of the world. If we follow 

the wisdom of the world we build leaders who rule with an iron 

scepter. If we follow the wisdom of the world we say, in order to 

be a good leader we must be brilliant, beautiful, articulate, edu-

cated, driven, competitive, or powerful. Peter can’t see just yet 

WKDW�WKH�JUHDWHVW�OHDGHU�LV�D�VWRRSLQJ�ğJXUH�GUHVVHG�OLNH�D�VODYH�
washing his big feet. It looked foolish to Peter to see “The Great I 

Am” kneeling before him washing his feet.

Jesus is saying, unless you let me serve you at the bottom of the 

ODGGHU��WKHUH�LV�QR�OLIH�IRU�\RX�ZLWK�PH��7KH�VDFULğFH�RI�P\�EORRG��
my death on the cross, is what will not just clean your feet, my 

VDFULğFH�ZLOO�FOHDQ�\RXU�KHDUW��3HWHU�GRHVQłW�\HW�JHW�LW��EXW�YHUVHV�
9-11 help Peter understand.   

Ń7KHQ�� /RUG�ń� 6LPRQ� 3HWHU� UHSOLHG�� ŃQRW� MXVW� P\�
IHHW� EXW� P\� KDQGV� DQG�P\� KHDG� DV� ZHOO�ń� -HVXV�
DQVZHUHG�bŃ7KRVH�ZKR�KDYH�KDG�D�EDWK�QHHG�RQO\�
WR�ZDVK�WKHLU�IHHW��WKHLU�ZKROH�ERG\�LV�FOHDQ��$QG�
\RX�DUH�FOHDQ�bWKRXJK�QRW�HYHU\�RQH�RI�\RX�ńb)RU�KH�
NQHZ�ZKR�ZDV�JRLQJ�WR�EHWUD\�KLP�bDQG�WKDW�ZDV�
ZK\�KH�VDLG�QRW�HYHU\�RQH�ZDV�FOHDQ���

Jesus knows his impulsive friend Peter believes. Jesus says to 

Peter and all the other disciples except Judas, “You had the bath, 



7KLV�PHVVDJH�IURP�6FULSWXUH�ZDV�SUHDFKHG�RQ�6XQGD\��$XJXVW���������DW�&HQWUDO�3HQLQVXOD�&KXUFK
�����6KHOO�%RXOHYDUG�_�)RVWHU�&LW\�&$�������_��������������_�ZZZ�FSFZHE�RUJ��$GGLWLRQDO�FRSLHV�DYDLODEOH�RQ�UHTXHVW�

 © 2015 Central Peninsula Church, Foster City, CA
Catalog  No. 1415FC  

you are clean. You believe and my shed blood on the cross, (my 

ultimate stooping down) will cover you and cleanse your sin and 

my judgment will pass over you.” 

The Bible says this bath is a one-time thing that happens when 

we believe in Christ. In Titus 3:5 Paul calls this bath, “the washing 

of rebirth” or “washing of Regeneration, being born again.” But 

Judas isn’t clean because he doesn’t believe. He doesn’t want 

Jesus to serve him.

But we see something else that needs clarifying. Jesus distin-

guishes between a one-time bath and daily foot washing. Peter, 

you don’t need another bath. I know you have been born again, 

but you do need your feet washed. Why does Peter need his feet 

washed? As Christians our feet get dirty daily as we walk through 

life. Daily we commit sins, daily we need to meet with God, con-

fess our sins to him, thank him for his grace, and remember 

1st John 1:9 that says, �Ń+H�LV�IDLWKIXO�WR�IRUJLYH�XV�RXU�VLQV�DQG�
FOHDQVH�XV�IURP�DOO�XQULJKWHRXVQHVV�ń

In order for us to be people of the towel and lead like Jesus we 

need to humble ourselves and accept the truth that we need 

daily foot washing by Jesus.

We Must Understand Our Need for Washing
Consider this: Jesus remains with us, at the bottom rung of the 

ladder with us, available daily to wash our feet. He continues to 

lead with the towel, humbly serving us. To lead with the towel, 

I must not be deceived. I must know I need the towel every day. 

No matter how far I seem to advance in leadership, my ego and 

my pride still make my feet dirty every day. Jesus loves me too 

much to let me ignore my dangerous pride, or ignore my dan-

gerous ego. He calls me to meet him at the bottom rung of the 

ODGGHU��7KLV�NLQJ�ZKR�ORYHV�PH�WR�WKH�HQG�ğQGV�KLV�UR\DO�GLJQLW\�
in washing my feet every day.   

:KHQ�KH�KDG�ğQLVKHG�ZDVKLQJ�WKHLU� IHHW��KH�SXW�
RQ�KLV�FORWKHV�DQG�UHWXUQHG�WR�KLV�SODFH�bŃ'R�\RX�
XQGHUVWDQG�ZKDW� ,�KDYH�GRQH� IRU�\RX"ńbKH�DVNHG�
WKHP�bŃ<RX�FDOO�PH�Ł7HDFKHUłbDQG�Ł/RUG�łbDQG�ULJKWO\�
VR��IRU�WKDW�LV�ZKDW�,�DP��1RZ�WKDW�,��\RXU�/RUG�DQG�
7HDFKHU�� KDYH�ZDVKHG� \RXU� IHHW�� \RX� DOVR� VKRXOG�
ZDVK�RQH�DQRWKHUłV�IHHW�b

What I expected to read here was, “Since I your Lord washed 

your feet, you should wash my feet.”  I guess if Jesus would have 

said that, there would have been an all out brawl in the upper 

URRP� DV� WKH\� IRXJKW� WR� EH� WKH� ğUVW� WR�ZDVK� WKHLU� /RUGłV� IHHW��
Instead Jesus said, “you should wash one another’s feet.” 

,�KDYH�VHW�\RX�DQ�H[DPSOH�WKDW�\RX�VKRXOG�GR�DV�,�
KDYH�GRQH�IRU�\RX�b9HU\�WUXO\�,�WHOO�\RX��QR�VHUYDQW�

LV� JUHDWHU� WKDQ� KLV� PDVWHU�b QRU� LV� D� PHVVHQJHU�
JUHDWHU�WKDQ�WKH�RQH�ZKR�VHQW�KLP��1RZ�WKDW�\RX�
NQRZ� WKHVH� WKLQJV�� \RX�ZLOO� EH� EOHVVHG� LI� \RX�GR�
WKHP��-RKQ��������

Remember what is about to happen. Jesus will be laying aside 

his life for us all, and the debt which we owe to him can never 

be paid off. But think of it this way:  We are compelled to wor-

ship God by humbling ourselves to one another in loving service. 

Consider that our neighbors are the appointed agents authorized 

to receive our obedience in place for what we cannot possibly 

pay back our master.

We Must Assume Our Responsibility to Serve One 
Another
And one more phrase we shouldn’t overlook in verse 17. “Now 
that we know these things, we are blessed when we do them.”  
:H�DUH�EOHVVHG��ZH�DUH�KDSS\�LI�ZH�OHDG�ZLWK�WKH�WRZHO��:H�ğQG�
EOHVVLQJ�ZKHQ�ZH�WXUQ�WKH�ZRUOGłV�GHğQLWLRQ�RI�OHDGHUVKLS�RQ�LWV�
ear and lead with the towel. 

Something interesting I observed when we were in Honduras 

at the Garden of Love and Hope: From the top down—Director, 

Assistant Director and teachers—all were very busy, carrying 

tons of leadership responsibilities. But when a child brought 

them a picture they had colored, a craft they had made, or just 

came up because they needed a hug, every staff at the Garden of 

Love and Hope stopped what they were doing to give their full 

attention to the least of these. It was an amazing and convicting 

sight to see Leaders being people of the towel. They gave those 

NLGV�IXOO�H\H�FRQWDFW��DIğUPLQJ�ZRUGV��DQG�SK\VLFDO�WRXFK��7KHVH�
leaders knew their identity in Christ, they knew their place of 

service, they knew they needed their feet washed daily by Jesus, 

and they knew they were to serve one another. They were not 

so busy leading that they forgot why they were leading and who 

they were leading. It was a beautiful thing to witness. 

So we will enjoy shaping and building our leadership house at 

Global Leadership Summit this week, but may we remember 

to build on the solid foundation. Jesus, the undisputed greatest 

leader, got on his knees, poured water into a basin and led with 

a towel in that upper room and says to us, “Go and do likewise.” 

And the very next day, Jesus showed the ultimate of love and 

leadership. He didn’t kneel down; he was nailed upright to a 

cross. He didn’t pour out water into a basin and wash dirty feet; 

he poured out his blood and washed dirty hearts until they be-

came white as snow. 

This manuscript represents the bulk of what was preached at CPC. For further detail, 
please refer to the audio recording of this sermon.


