
I became a Christian in 1974 at the tail end of what has come 
to be called the Jesus Movement. I didn’t know it was a move-
ment. I just knew I’d had a life transforming encounter with 
Jesus. A week later someone brought me to a “Body Life” ser-
vice at Peninsula Bible Church where I discovered hundreds of 
other young people who’d had the same experience as me. The 
place was packed. There was excitement in the air. There was a 
joy and love and great music being created and written. People 
were eager to meet one another’s needs. It was like we’d all ex-
perienced the same thing and now we found each other and it 
was electric.  

Church historians would call this a time of “revival” or “awak-
ening.” These are special times in history when God moves in 
powerful and dramatic ways. It’s like the ordinary operations of 
WKH�+RO\�6SLULW�DUH� LQWHQVLğHG��Ń6OHHS\ń�EHOLHYHUV�DUH�DZDNHQHG�
through joyful repentance and put Christ at the center of their 
lives. Nominal Christians get converted. Non-believers drawn 
in begin embracing Christ in numbers that defy explanation. 
1RQH�RI�WKLV�FDQ�EH�DFFRXQWHG�IRU�E\�HIğFLHQW�FKXUFK�SURJUDPV�
or demographic shifts. The corporate worship gatherings are 
thick with a sense of the presence of God not orchestrated by the 
OHDGHUV�� 7KH� -HVXV�0RYHPHQW�RQO\� ODVWHG�DERXW�ğYH�\HDUV��EXW�
the ripple effect of that continues today. In fact this very church 
ZDV�EXLOW�LQ�WKH�ODWHU���łV�RXW�RI�WKH�RYHUĠRZ�RI�WKDW�PRYHPHQW������

Something similar took place in Nehemiah’s day. Nehemiah’s 
ğUVW� FRQFHUQ�ZKHQ�KH�DUULYHG� LQ� -HUXVDOHP�ZDV� WR� UHEXLOG� WKH�
walls around the city so it was defensible. He mobilized the 
people of Jerusalem and the walls were rebuilt in just 52 days. 
But then he turned his attention to another more important 
task. He knew it wasn’t just about the wall; it was about the 
people. So he began to focus on rebuilding the people of God. 
)LUVW�KH�KDG�WR�UHSRSXODWH�WKH�FLW\��EXW�HYHQ�WKDW�ZDVQłW�HQRXJK��
Not only were the walls useless but so were the people unless 
they were alive to God. For some time there’d been a spiritual 
YDFXXP�LQ�WKH�FLW\��7KH\�ODFNHG�WKH�NLQG�RI�XQTXHQFKDEOH�IDLWK��
joy and love God intended his people to know. They’d fallen into 
compromise in their walk with him. You couldn’t tell them apart 
from the world around them. If there was ever a need for revival 
it was then and there. And that’s what happened. God visited his 
people in a very powerful way.  

Nehemiah 8–10 is about a revival. It’s a story that teaches us 
what to expect when the Spirit moves in reviving power. It’s 
important to know we can’t reproduce a revival like this just by 
doing what they did. Revival is always a supernatural work of 
God; not manufactured by us. But those who study revivals rec-
ognize there’s a pattern in how they come about and what they 

look like. Someone has said we can’t make it rain but we can dig 
the channels so when the rain comes there’s someplace for it to 
ĠRZ��:H�FDQłW�PDNH�WKH�6SLULW�FRPH�LQ�UHYLYLQJ�SRZHU��EXW�ZH�
can dig channels so we’re ready when it happens. As we study 
WKLV��ZHłUH�JRLQJ�WR�VHH�ZKDW�VRPH�RI�WKRVH�FKDQQHOV�DUH�DQG�EH-
come more equipped to cooperate with God’s Spirit in this work. 
:HłUH�JRLQJ�WR�IRFXV�RQ�FKDSWHU���DQG�GLS�LQWR�FKDSWHUV���DQG�
10 as we go along. 

The Mind is Illumined
Let’s begin by reading verses 1–8.

... all the people came together as one in the square 

before the Water Gate. They told Ezra the teacher 

of the Law to bring out the Book of the Law of 

Moses, which the Lord had commanded for Israel.

6R�RQ�WKH�ğUVW�GD\�RI�WKH�VHYHQWK�PRQWK�(]UD�WKH�
priest brought the Law before the assembly, which 

was made up of men and women and all who were 

DEOH� WR� XQGHUVWDQG�b +H� UHDG� LW� DORXG� IURP� GD\-

break till noon as he faced the square before the 

Water Gate in the presence of the men, women 

and others who could understand. And all the 

SHRSOH�OLVWHQHG�DWWHQWLYHO\�WR�WKH�%RRN�RI�WKH�/DZ�

Ezra the teacher of the Law stood on a high 

wooden platform built for the occasion. Beside 

him on his right stood Mattithiah, Shema, 

$QDLDK��8ULDK��+LONLDK�DQG�0DDVHLDK��DQG�RQ�KLV�
OHIW� ZHUH� 3HGDLDK�� 0LVKDHO�� 0DONLMDK�� +DVKXP��
+DVKEDGGDQDK��=HFKDULDK�DQG�0HVKXOODP�

Ezra opened the book. All the people could see him 

EHFDXVH� KH�ZDV� VWDQGLQJ� DERYH� WKHP�� DQG� DV� KH�
opened it, the people all stood up. Ezra praised the 

/RUG��WKH�JUHDW�*RG��DQG�DOO�WKH�SHRSOH�OLIWHG�WKHLU�
hands and responded, “Amen! Amen!” Then they 

bowed down and worshiped the Lord with their 

faces to the ground.

7KH� /HYLWHVŌ-HVKXD�� %DQL�� 6KHUHELDK�� -DPLQ��
$NNXE�� 6KDEEHWKDL�� +RGLDK�� 0DDVHLDK�� .HOLWD��
$]DULDK��-R]DEDG��+DQDQ�DQG�3HODLDKŌLQVWUXFWHG�
the people in the Law while the people were 

standing there. They read from the Book of the Law 

RI�*RG��PDNLQJ�LW�FOHDU�DQG�JLYLQJ�WKH�PHDQLQJ�VR�
that the people understood what was being read.

The start of the seventh month was an important time in the 
-HZLVK�FDOHQGDU��7KH�ğUVW�GD\�RI�WKH�VHYHQWK�PRQWK�ZDV�FRQVLG-
ered New Year’s Day. This was a holy day where the Jews rested 
from their work and made offerings to the Lord and watched 
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ORWV�RI�IRRWEDOO��6R�DOO�WKH�SHRSOH�JDWKHUHG�DW�WKH�:DWHU�*DWH�DQG�
DVNHG�(]UD�WR�UHDG�WKH�ERRN�RI�WKH�/DZ��ZKLFK�ZDV�WKH�ğUVW�ğYH�
books of the Old Testament.

7KLV�LV�WKH�ğUVW�WLPH�ZH�VHH�(]UD�LQ�WKLV�ERRN��+HłV�D�WHDFKHU�DQG�
D�SULHVW��+HłV�EHHQ�LQ�-HUXVDOHP�IRU�DERXW����\HDUV��ORQJ�EHIRUH�
Nehemiah had arrived. Nehemiah fades into the background 
and Ezra is now center stage. He’s devoted to the word of God. 
Nehemiah isn’t a priest; he’s an administrator; a politician. And 
he knows his limitations and he’s willing now to take a back seat 
to this scholar-teacher named Ezra. 

It’s interesting we heard nothing of Ezra while the walls were 
EHLQJ�EXLOW��:KDW�ZDV�KH�GRLQJ"�0RVW� OLNHO\� KH�ZDV� IDLWKIXOO\�
DQG�TXLHWO\�VWXG\LQJ�WKH�ZRUG�RI�*RG��VHHNLQJ�WR�ĠHVK�LW�RXW�LQ�
his own life. If we go back to the book of the Bible that bears his 
QDPH��LW�VD\V�RI�KLP��“Ezra had devoted himself to the study and 
observance of the Law of the Lord, and to teaching its decrees and 
laws in Israel” (Ezra 7:10). That’s the kind of man he was. I’m 
VXUH�KH�ZDV�DOVR�SUD\LQJ��:H�NQRZ�IURP�KLV�ERRN�KH�ZDV�D�PDQ�
of prayer. For 13 years he’d agonized over the low state of their 
VSLULWXDO� OLYHV�DQG�SUD\HG�IRU�UHYLYDO��:KHQ�UHYLYDO�KLWV�� WKHUHłV�
DOZD\V�EHHQ�D� UHPQDQW�ZKRłYH�EHHQ�TXLHWO\�SUD\LQJ� IRU�\HDUV��
preparing the soil.

(]UD�WDNHV�WKH�ERRN�RI�WKH�/DZ��VWDQGV�RQ�D�SRGLXP�VR�SHRSOH�FDQ�
KHDU�KLP��DQG�DIWHU�D�EULHI�WLPH�RI�ZRUVKLS�KH�UHDGV�WKH�ERRN�
IURP� GDZQ� XQWLO� QRRQ�� 7KDWłV� D� ORQJ� WLPH� WR� UHDG�� HVSHFLDOO\�
considering even children old enough to understand were there. 
This reading was periodically broken up by translation and expla-
nation given by the Levites. The Law was written in Hebrew and 
many of these Jews hadn’t learned Hebrew. For years they’d been 
VSHDNLQJ�WKH�$UDPDLF� ODQJXDJH�RI�WKH�SHRSOH�DURXQG�WKHP��VR�
WKH\�QHHGHG�WUDQVODWLRQ��7KH\�ZHUH�DOVR�LJQRUDQW�RI�*RGłV�:RUG�
so they needed to have it explained. Ezra would read a portion 
DQG� WKHQ� WKH�/HYLWHV�� VWDWLRQHG�DW�YDULRXV�SODFHV� LQ� WKH�FURZG��
translated and explained it. This went for about six hours.   

Notice the hunger of the people. They take the initiative in this 
ZKROH�WKLQJ��,W�VD\V�ŃDOO�WKH�SHRSOH�FDPH�WRJHWKHU�DV�RQH�ń�DV�LI�LW�
were a spontaneous meeting put together not by the leaders but 
the people. “They told Ezra the teacher of the Law to bring the 
book…” They want to hear what God’s word has to say. They’re 
OLNH�DQ�LPSDWLHQW�DXGLHQFH�DW�D�URFN�FRQFHUW��FKDQWLQJ�Ń:H�ZDQW�
(]UDń�RYHU�DQG�RYHU��ORXGHU�DQG�ORXGHU��5HSHDWHGO\��LW�VD\V�WKHVH�
things weren’t done just by a few spiritually minded people but 
E\�ŃDOO�WKH�SHRSOH�ń�+RZ�GR�\RX�H[SODLQ�WKLV�KXQJHU"�*RGłV�6SLULW�
ZDV�ZRUNLQJ�RQ�WKHLU�KHDUWV��JLYLQJ�WKHP�D�KXQJHU�IRU�KLP�DQG�
D� GHVLUH� WR� SOHDVH� KLP��:KHQ�*RG�PRYHV� LQ� UHYLYDO�� KH� RIWHQ�
EHJLQV�E\�FUHDWLQJ�D�KXQJHU�IRU�WKH�WKLQJV�RI�*RG��:H�PXVW�EH-
FRPH�GLVVDWLVğHG�ZLWK�WKLQJV�DV�WKH\�DUH��DQG�FRPH�WR�JULSV�ZLWK�
the shallowness of our spiritual life.

These people aren’t there just to be entertained or humored. 
They stand and listen to Ezra for six hours. That’s hard work. 
They stand as a sign of respect when the Bible is read. They show 
humility by bowing low and worshipping with their faces to the 
JURXQG��7KLV�LV�KRZ�WR�DSSURDFK�WKH�WHDFKLQJ�RI�WKH�:RUG��1RWLFH�

also Ezra “stood on a high wooden platform built for the occa-
VLRQ�ń�7KH\�PDGH�VXUH�WKH�:RUG�ZDV�OLIWHG�XS�DQG�DOO�FRXOG�KHDU��
(]UD�UHDG�IURP�LW�ZKLOH�WKH�/HYLWHV�ZHUH�WUDQVODWLQJ��H[SODLQLQJ��
DQG�DSSO\LQJ�WKH�:RUG��:KHQ�*RG�PRYHV�LQ�UHYLYDO��KH�XVHV�WKH�
H[SRVLWLRQ�RI�WKH�:RUG�RI�*RG��ZKHUH�LWłV�V\VWHPDWLFDOO\�UHDG�DQG�
H[SODLQHG��7KLV�LV�ZK\�ZHłUH�FRPPLWWHG�WR�WHDFKLQJ�WKH�:RUG�RI�
God here at CPC. This is why we don’t do 20-minute-feel-good 
topical sermons. This is why we don’t determine what to preach 
EDVHG�SXUHO\�RQ�IHOW�QHHGV��:H�RSHQ�WKH�%LEOH�DQG�WHDFK��YHUVH�
E\�YHUVH��SDUDJUDSK�E\�SDUDJUDSK��ERRN�E\�ERRN��7KLV�HQVXUHV�
ZH�JHW�D�EDODQFHG�GLHW�IURP�WKH�:RUG��DQG�LW�SURWHFWV�XV�IURP�
harping only on the issues we feel deeply about. As we begin to 
XQGHUVWDQG�*RGłV�:RUG�RXU�IDOVH�SHUFHSWLRQV�DERXW�OLIH�DUH�H[-
SRVHG��ZH�EHJLQ�WR�VHH�WKLQJV�DV�WKH\�UHDOO\�DUH��DQG�WKDW�FKDQJHV�
how we live.   

Notice also there’s a great emphasis on the “understanding” of 
WKH� SHRSOH�� 7KH�:RUG�ZDV� WDXJKW� WR� SURPRWH� XQGHUVWDQGLQJ��
Exposition ought to make the Scripture clear; to present it in lan-
guage we can understand; and then to apply it to situations we 
face in real life. Through that our minds are opened up. As Paul 
VD\V�LQ���&RU�����“We have the mind of Christ.” A person can teach 
WKH�:RUG��EXW�RQO\� WKH�6SLULW� FDQ�RSHQ� WKH�PLQG� WR� WKH� WUXWK��
And when this happens it’s the most exciting thing in the world. 
+DYH�\RX�HYHU�OLVWHQHG�WR�*RGłV�:RUG�EHLQJ�WDXJKW�DQG�VXGGHQO\�
\RX�UHDOL]H�KHłV�VSHDNLQJ�WR�\RX"���

:H� VRPHWLPHV� GRZQSOD\� WKH� LPSRUWDQFH� RI� WKH� PLQG� LQ�
FKDQJLQJ�D� OLIH��EXW�QR�UHDO�FKDQJH�FDQ�FRPH�DERXW�XQOHVV�RXU�
thinking is changed. There’s a tremendous ignorance of the 
Scripture in most of our churches today. Some of us have been 
taught we really can’t trust the Bible in its entirety. Some of us 
have bought into the lie our culture feeds us that only a small 
smattering of knowledge about anything is needed today and 
leave the technical stuff to the professionals. But all this leads 
WR�DQ�LJQRUDQFH�RI�*RGłV�:RUG��ZKLFK�LQ�WXUQ�OHDGV�WR�VSLULWXDO�
apathy and inertia.  

6R�WKH�ğUVW�VWHS�LQ�UHYLYDO�LV�WKH�LOOXPLQDWLRQ�RI�WKH�PLQG�WKURXJK�
WKH�H[SRVLWLRQ�RI�WKH�:RUG��7KH�VHFRQG�SDUW�RI�WKH�SDWWHUQ�IRU�
revival we see in this story is that the heart is moved. 

The Heart is Moved
Look at verses 9–12.

7KHQ�1HKHPLDK�WKH�JRYHUQRU��(]UD�WKH�SULHVW�DQG�
WHDFKHU�RI�WKH�/DZ��DQG�WKH�/HYLWHV�ZKR�ZHUH�LQ-

structing the people said to them all, “This day is 

holy to the Lord your God. Do not mourn or weep.” 

For all the people had been weeping as they lis-

tened to the words of the Law.

Nehemiah said, “Go and enjoy choice food and 

VZHHW� GULQNV�� DQG� VHQG� VRPH� WR� WKRVH�ZKR� KDYH�
nothing prepared. This day is holy to our Lord. Do 

QRW�JULHYH��IRU�WKH�MR\�RI�WKH�/RUG�LV�\RXU�VWUHQJWK�ń

7KH�/HYLWHV�FDOPHG�DOO�WKH�SHRSOH��VD\LQJ��Ń%H�VWLOO��
IRU�WKLV�LV�D�KRO\�GD\��'R�QRW�JULHYH�ń



Then all the people went away to eat and drink, to 

send portions of food and to celebrate with great 

joy, because they now understood the words that 

had been made known to them.

:KHQ�WKH�PLQG�LV�RSHQHG�XS�WKH�KHDUW�LV�RIWHQ�PRYHG��WKHUHłV�
an emotional reaction that’s again born of the Spirit of God. 
1RWLFH� WKH�VWURQJ�HPRWLRQV� LQ� WKLV�VWRU\��)LUVW�� WKHUHłV�JULHI��$V�
WKH�:RUG�VLQNV� LQ�� WKH�SHRSOH�EHJLQ�WR�ZHHS�RXW�RI�FRQYLFWLRQ�
of sin. This is understandable; they’d lived in disobedience to the 
:RUG�IRU�VRPH�WLPH�DQG�WKH\łUH�RYHUFRPH�ZLWK�D�VHQVH�RI�WKH�
reality of sin.

:H�SUHDFKHUV�XVXDOO\�WKLQN�LI�ZH�FDQ�JHW�VRPH�IRONV�WR�FU\�ZHłUH�
GRLQJ� RXU� MRE��:H� OLNH� WHDUV�� LW�PHDQV� VRPHERG\łV� SD\LQJ� DW-
tention; someone’s taking us seriously. But not Ezra. He and the 
other leaders went out and tried to get them to stop weeping 
and start rejoicing. This is the second emotion we see here—joy. 
Three times they say the same thing: ‘‘You’re not supposed to 
EH� FU\LQJ�� \RXłUH� VXSSRVHG� WR� EH� UHMRLFLQJ��:K\"� %HFDXVH� WKLV�
day is holy to our Lord.” They’re saying this day is set apart by 
*RG�IRU�UHMRLFLQJ��QRW�ZHHSLQJ��VR�ZKDW�\RXłUH�GRLQJ�LV�LQDSSUR-
SULDWH��,WłV�OLNH�D�FKLOG�JHWWLQJ�XS�RQ�&KULVWPDV�PRUQLQJ��ZDONLQJ�
RXW� LQWR� WKH� OLYLQJ� URRP�ZKHUH� DOO� WKH�JLIWV� DUH�� DQG� FU\LQJ�� ,W�
GRHVQłW�ğW��6R�WKHVH�OHDGHUV�WHOO�WKH�SHRSOH�WR�JR�KRPH�DQG�KDYH�
D�IHDVW��D�SDUW\��Ń*R�DQG�HQMR\�FKRLFH�IRRG�DQG�VZHHW�GULQNVĽń���
1HKHPLDK�HYHQ�JHWV�LQ�RQ�WKH�DFW�DQG�VD\V��Ń'R�QRW�JULHYH��IRU�
WKH�MR\�RI�WKH�/RUG�LV�\RXU�VWUHQJWK�ń�:KDW�D�JUHDW�OLQH��7KH�MR\�
that comes from knowing who the Lord is and what he’s done 
for us is the source of our strength.

None of this is meant to downplay the importance of grieving 
DQG�PRXUQLQJ�RYHU�RXU�VLQ�� -HVXV�VDLG�� Ń%OHVVHG�DUH�WKRVH�ZKR�
PRXUQ�ń�,Q�IDFW��1HKHPLDK���LV�D�FRUSRUDWH�SUD\HU�RI�FRQIHVVLRQ��
ZKLFK� WDNHV� SODFH� D� IHZ�ZHHNV� ODWHU�� ,W� VD\V�� “On the twenty-
fourth day of the same month, the Israelites gathered together, 
fasting and wearing sackcloth and putting dust on their heads… 
They stood in their places and confessed their sins and the sins of 
their ancestors” (9:1-2). Starting in v. 5 all the way to the end of 
WKH�FKDSWHU�WKH\�FRQIHVV�WKHLU�VLQV��,Q�GRLQJ�VR��WKH\�UHFRXQW�WKHLU�
VWRU\�DV�D�QDWLRQ�DQG�VSHFLğFDOO\�WZR�UHFXUULQJ�WKHPHV��,VUDHOłV�
persistent rebellion and God’s persistent faithfulness. And God’s 
faithfulness gets a lot more ink than Israel’s stubbornness. Listen 
to some of these lines from the prayer: 

“But you are a forgiving God, gracious and compassionate, slow 
to anger and abounding in love. Therefore you did not desert 
them…” (v. 17b). 

“Because of your great compassion you did not abandon them in 
the wilderness” (v. 19a). 

“But when they were oppressed they cried out to you. From 
heaven you heard them, and in your great compassion you gave 
them deliverers…” (v. 27b). 

<RX� VHH�� HYHQ� ZLWK� D� NQRZOHGJH� RI� RXU� RZQ� UHEHOOLRQ�� WKHUH�
comes a time when our weeping ought to turn into rejoicing. 
:K\"�%HFDXVH�RI�KLV�JUHDW�FRPSDVVLRQ�� ,I�ZH�XQGHUVWDQG�ZKR�

*RG�LV�DQG�ZKDW�KHłV�GRQH�IRU�XV�LQ�&KULVW��RXU�ZHHSLQJ�ZLOO�WXUQ�
to joy. Grief over sin and joy over God’s grace are never far from 
HDFK� RWKHU��:K\� DUH� VR�PDQ\� &KULVWLDQV� MR\OHVV"�:K\� GR� ZH�
WKLQN�*RG�LV�PRUH�SOHDVHG�ZLWK�RXU�ZHHSLQJ�WKDQ�RXU�UHMRLFLQJ"�
:K\�GR�ZH� WKLQN�*RG� LV� VRPH�NLQG�RI�FRVPLF�NLOOMR\"�/LNH� WKH�
EXPSHU�VWLFNHU�WKDW�VD\V��Ń*RG�LV�EDFN�DQG�ER\�LV�KH�PDG�ń�%XW�
the essence of authentic Christianity isn’t weeping but rejoicing. 
It’s the kind of joy that doesn’t change with circumstances be-
cause it’s anchored in the Lord who never changes.“The joy of the 
Lord is your strength.”   

2I� DOO� SHRSOH�� DV� WKRVH� ZKR� SRVVHVV� WKH� ULFKHV� RI� &KULVW�� ZH�
VKRXOG� EH� ğOOHG�ZLWK� MR\�� ,PDJLQH� \RXłUH� D� ELOOLRQDLUH� DQG� \RX�
have three $10 bills in your wallet. You go to a Starbucks and 
buy a tall coffee and you hand the person one of the bills to pay 
for a cup of coffee that cost $1.95. He hands you the change and 
\RX�SXW�LW�LQ�\RXU�SRFNHW��/DWHU�LQ�WKH�GD\�\RX�ORRN�LQ�DQG�ğQG�
RXW�WKHUHłV�RQO\�RQH�����ELOO�WKHUH�DQG�\RX�VD\��Ń(LWKHU�,�GURSSHG�
D�����ELOO�VRPHZKHUH��RU�,�JDYH�WKH�JX\�DW�6WDUEXFNV�WZR�ELOOV�ń�
:KDW�ZLOO�\RX�GR"�:LOO�\RX�JHW�XSVHW"�:LOO�\RX�JR�WR�WKH�SROLFH�
DQG�GHPDQG� WKH\�TXHVWLRQ� WKH�EDULVWD"�1R��\RXłOO� VKUXJ� LW�RII��
<RXłUH�D�ELOOLRQDLUH��<RX�ORVW������6R�ZKDW"�<RXłUH�WRR�ULFK�WR�EH�
concerned about it. 

7KLV�ZHHN��VRPHERG\�FULWLFL]HG�\RX��6RPHWKLQJ�\RX�ERXJKW�RU�
invested in turned out to be less valuable than you thought. 
Something you wanted to happen didn’t go the way you wanted. 
7KHVH�DUH�UHDO�ORVVHV��%XW�LI�\RXłUH�D�&KULVWLDQ��ZKDW�ZLOO�\RX�GR"�
:LOO�WKDW�GLVUXSW�\RXU�MR\"�:LOO�\RX�VKDNH�\RXU�ğVW�DW�*RG"�7RVV�
DQG�WXUQ�DW�QLJKW"�,I�VR��WKDWłV�EHFDXVH�\RX�GRQłW�NQRZ�KRZ�ULFK�
\RX� DUH�� ,I� \RXłUH� WKDW� XSVHW� DERXW� \RXU� VWDWXV�ZLWK� RWKHUV�� LI�
\RXłUH�FRQVWDQWO\�ODVKLQJ�RXW�DW�SHRSOH�ZKR�KXUW�\RXU�IHHOLQJV��
you’ve lost touch with your identity and the joy that goes with 
WKDW��7KDWłV�ZK\�-HVXV�VDLG��“Now is your time of grief, but I will 
see you again and you will rejoice, and no one will take away 
your joy”��-RKQ���������<RX�VHH��QR�RQH�FDQ�WDNH�DZD\�RXU�MR\�EH-
cause as those who belong to Christ we’re spiritual billionaires. 
:K\�ZULQJ�RXU�KDQGV�RYHU����"

The Will is Submitted
%XW�WKDWłV�QRW�WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�VWRU\��:HłYH�WDONHG�DERXW�RXU�KHDG��
:HłYH�WDONHG�DERXW�RXU�KHDUW��1RZ�OHWłV�WDON�DERXW�RXU�ZLOO��/RRN�
at verses 13–18.

On the second day of the month, the heads of all 

WKH�IDPLOLHV��DORQJ�ZLWK�WKH�SULHVWV�DQG�WKH�/HYLWHV��
JDWKHUHG� DURXQG� (]UD� WKH� WHDFKHU� WR� JLYH� DWWHQ-

WLRQ�WR�WKH�ZRUGV�RI�WKH�/DZ�b7KH\�IRXQG�ZULWWHQ�
in the Law, which the Lord had commanded 

WKURXJK�0RVHV�� WKDW� WKH� ,VUDHOLWHV�ZHUH�WR� OLYH� LQ�
WHPSRUDU\�VKHOWHUV�GXULQJ�WKH�IHVWLYDO�RI�WKH�VHY-

enth month and that they should proclaim this 

word and spread it throughout their towns and in 

-HUXVDOHP��Ń*R�RXW�LQWR�WKH�KLOO�FRXQWU\�DQG�EULQJ�
EDFN�EUDQFKHV�IURP�ROLYH�DQG�ZLOG�ROLYH�WUHHV��DQG�
from myrtles, palms and shade trees, to make 

WHPSRUDU\�VKHOWHUVńŌDV�LW�LV�ZULWWHQ�
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So the people went out and brought back branches 

DQG�EXLOW� WKHPVHOYHV�WHPSRUDU\�VKHOWHUV�RQ�WKHLU�
own roofs, in their courtyards, in the courts of the 

house of God and in the square by the Water Gate 

and the one by the Gate of Ephraim. The whole 

company that had returned from exile built tem-

SRUDU\�VKHOWHUV�DQG� OLYHG� LQ�WKHP��)URP�WKH�GD\V�
RI�-RVKXD�VRQ�RI�1XQ�XQWLO�WKDW�GD\��WKH�,VUDHOLWHV�
had not celebrated it like this. And their joy was 

YHU\�JUHDW�

'D\�DIWHU�GD\�� IURP�WKH�ğUVW�GD\� WR� WKH� ODVW��(]UD�
read from the Book of the Law of God. They cel-

HEUDWHG� WKH� IHVWLYDO� IRU� VHYHQ� GD\V�� DQG� RQ� WKH�
eighth day, in accordance with the regulation, 

there was an assembly.

A group of leaders come to Ezra the next day for a small group 
ELEOH� VWXG\�� 7KH\�ZDQW� WR� WDNH� D� FORVHU� ORRN� DW� WKLV� ERRN� DQG��
DV� WKH\�GR�� WKH\�GLVFRYHU�DQ�DQFLHQW�FRPPDQGPHQW� LQ� WKH� ODZ�
telling them to hold a special celebration during the seventh 
month called the Feast of Booths (tabernacles). God had told his 
SHRSOH�HDFK�\HDU�RQ�WKH�ğIWHHQWK�GD\�RI� WKH�VHYHQWK�PRQWK�WR�
hold a week long celebration remembering how he’d brought the 
Jews through the wilderness and miraculously provided food and 
water for them. During that time they’d lived in tents made out 
of tree branches and leaves. God wanted all the Jews to come to 
Jerusalem every year and make these tents and live in them for 
a week to remember his provision. This is a little bit like a week-
ORQJ�FDPSLQJ�WULS��&DPSLQJ�LV�IXQ��LWłV�KDUG�ZRUN��EXW�LWłV�IXQ���

The Jews neglected this commandment for years and so out of 
obedience to God they decide to celebrate this holiday again. The 
next 13 days are spent in preparation. Can you imagine what this 
ORRNHG� OLNH� WR� WKH� VXUURXQGLQJ� SHRSOH"� $QG� VR�� ZKHQ� WKH� ğI-
teenth comes they’re ready and celebrate the Feast for a week. 
(YHU\ERG\� LV� LQYROYHG��1R�RQH� VD\V�� Ń,łP�QRW�GRLQJ� WKDW�ń� ,WłV� D�
time of great joy and Ezra continues to read from the book of the 
law each day of the feast.  

,Q�JHQXLQH� UHYLYDO��QRW�RQO\� LV� WKH�PLQG�RSHQHG�DQG� WKH�KHDUW�
moved but the will is submitted. Few people know this but it 
was a revival called the Second Great Awakening in our country 
that led to the abolition of slavery. It also led to prison reform 
and a concern for the poor. The Red Cross came as a result of 
WKDW�$ZDNHQLQJ�� DV�GLG� WKH�<0&$��2QH�KLVWRULDQ� VD\V�� Ń%\� WKH�
mid eighteen hundreds it was an accepted fact of evangelicalism 
that spiritual renewal would result in an effort to help the less 
fortunate in the community.” There’s a connection between re-
vival and obedience. If your mind is informed and your heart is 
PRYHG��EXW�LW�GRHVQłW�UHVXOW�LQ�\RXU�ZLOO�EHLQJ�VXEPLWWHG��ZKDW�
JRRG� LV� LW"� ,I� WKH� /RUG� WRXFKHV� \RX�KHUH�� WKDW�QHHGV� WR� FKDQJH�
ZKDW� \RX�GR�RXW� WKHUH��:KHQ� WKH�6SLULW� RI�*RG�PRYHV� LQ�RXU�
OLYHV��KH�FOHDQV�KRXVH�LQ�RXU�OLYHV��

Over in chapter 10 the people actually make a formal written 
agreement to do just that. If you read this agreement you’ll see 
WKH\�VSHFLğFDOO\�FRPPLW�WR�REH\LQJ�*RG�LQ�WKUHH�DUHDV��)LUVW��LQ�
who they marry.

Ń:H�SURPLVH�QRW�WR�JLYH�RXU�GDXJKWHUV�LQ�PDUULDJH�
to the peoples around us or take their daughters 

IRU�RXU�VRQVń��Y������

6HFRQG��LQ�REVHUYLQJ�WKH�6DEEDWK�

“When the neighboring peoples bring merchan-

dise or grain to sell on the Sabbath, we will not 

buy from them on the Sabbath or on any holy day. 

(YHU\�VHYHQWK�\HDU�ZH�ZLOO�IRUJR�ZRUNLQJ�WKH�ODQG�
DQG�ZLOO�FDQFHO�DOO�GHEWVń��Y������

$QG�WKLUG��LQ�JLYLQJ�JHQHURXVO\�IRU�WKH�SURSHU�IXQFWLRQLQJ�RI�WKH�
house of God.

“We assume the responsibility for carrying out the 

FRPPDQGV�WR�JLYH�D�WKLUG�RI�D�VKHNHO�HDFK�\HDU�IRU�
WKH�VHUYLFH�RI�WKH�KRXVH�RI�RXU�*RG�ń��Y������

,Q�NHHSLQJ�ZLWK�WKDW��DW�WKH�HQG�RI�WKH�FKDSWHU�WKH\�VD\�

Ń:H�ZLOO�QRW�QHJOHFW�WKH�KRXVH�RI�RXU�*RGń��Y����E��

There’s a commitment to be obedient in three very important 
DUHDV�RI�RXU�OLIH��RXU�ORYH�OLIH��RXU�ZRUN�OLIH��DQG�RXU�ğQDQFLDO�OLIH��
,I�\RXłUH�ZRQGHULQJ�ZKHUH�WR�VWDUW�LQ�FOHDQLQJ�\RXU�RZQ�KRXVH��
start with those three things.

There are the three elements in revival: the mind is opened up 
WR�WKH�DZHVRPH�UHDOLWLHV�RI�*RG��WKH�KHDUW�LV�PRYHG�GHHSO\��DQG�
ğQDOO\� WKH�ZLOO� LV� VXEPLWWHG�� ,W�DOZD\V� LQYROYHV�DOO� WKUHH� WKLQJV��
:KHQ�ZH� OHDYH�RQH�RXW�ZH�JHW� LQ� WURXEOH��:KHQ� WKH�PLQG� LV�
LQIRUPHG�ZLWKRXW�WKH�KHDUW�EHLQJ�PRYHG�ZH�IDOO�LQWR�GU\��GHDG�
LQWHOOHFWXDOLVP��:KHQ�WKH�KHDUW�LV�PRYHG�DSDUW�IURP�WKH�PLQG�
EHLQJ� LQIRUPHG� E\� WKH�:RUG� ZH� IDOO� LQWR� HPRWLRQDOLVP�� $QG�
when the will is submitted without either two other things we 
fall into legalism.

So let me encourage you to evaluate yourself based on these 
WKUHH� WKLQJV�� $JDLQ��ZH� FDQłW�PDNH� LW� UDLQ� EXW�ZH� FDQ� GLJ� WKH�
FKDQQHOV�VR�ZKHQ�WKH�UDLQ�FRPHV�WKHUHłV�VRPHSODFH�IRU�LW�WR�ĠRZ��
:H�FDQłW�PDNH�WKH�6SLULW�FRPH�LQ�UHYLYLQJ�SRZHU��EXW�ZH�FDQ�GLJ�
these channels so we’re ready when it happens. 

ō�,V�\RXU�PLQG�EHLQJ�LOOXPLQHG�E\�*RGłV�:RUG"�$UH�\RX�LQ�WKH�
:RUG"�,V�\RXU�PLQG�HQJDJHG"�

• Is your heart being moved by God’s compassion and faithful-
QHVV"�,V�WKH�MR\�RI�WKH�/RUG�\RXU�VWUHQJWK"�

ō�,V�\RXU�ZLOO�VXEPLWWHG"�:KDW�DUH�WKH�DUHDV�\RX�NQRZ�QHHG�WR�
FKDQJH"�<RXU� ORYH� OLIH"�<RXU�ZRUN� OLIH"�<RXU�ğQDQFHV"�:LOO�\RX�
confess that to him and ask him to give you the strength you 
QHHG�WR�REH\"

This manuscript represents the bulk of what was preached at CPC. For further detail, 
please refer to the audio recording of this sermon.


