
If someone were to ask you, “What does God want from us 
more than anything else?” what would you say? If we were to 
say, “Hmm… maybe don’t lie, cheat, or steal and maybe give to 
the poor.” Not a bad answer but not quite hitting the mark. Let’s 
make our answer a little more religious. “Don’t lie, cheat, or steal 
and maybe give a lot to the poor, and go to church, and help 
out the church and give money to the church.” Nice try, but that 
answer still doesn’t quite nail it.

The Bible says the greatest is love.  God created us as an object 
of God’s love. God made us to love us. This means that God cre-
ated us for the purpose of having a love relationship with him. 
So what God wants from us more than anything is for us to love 
him back. 

One day Jesus was asked the question, “What is the greatest 
commandment?” In Matthew 22 Jesus answered, “Love the Lord 
your God with all your heart, with all your soul and with all your 
PLQG��7KLV�LV�WKH�ğUVW�DQG�JUHDWHVW�FRPPDQGPHQW�ń�1RWKLQJ�LV�
more important. That means if we miss out on this, we miss out 
on the very reason God created us and put us on earth.

There is a term for expressing love to God. The term is called 
“worship.” We tend to think of worship as going to church as 
some kind of regular ritual or routine. We may shape our view 
of worship through such activities as singing, prayer, giving an 
offering, hearing a sermon. All can be very appropriate expres-
sions of worship, but these expressions will be meaningless if 
the heart of the worshipper is not genuinely wanting to express 
love to God. The essence of the most important thing to God is a 
heart attitude, a heart response to God. 

Worship literally means to proclaim worth to something. 
We proclaim worth to God by telling God we love him and by 
showing God we love him. Through our thoughts, our words, 
our actions, the greatest thing we can do is express our love. 
We can do that alone, or in our community groups, or in a large 
crowd. Looking back on my Christian life, some of the most pow-
erful and meaningful moments took place in larger corporate 
worship settings. 

Today we look at a passage that demonstrates beautifully 
Corporate Worship. By the end of our service I hope you will feel 
loved by God more than ever, and I hope you will have learned 
to express your love to God more than ever. For some of us here 
WRGD\��WKLV�PD\�EH�WKH�ğUVW�WLPH�ZH�UHDOO\�SRQGHU�WKDW�ZRUVKLS�
is a team sport. He loves when we express our worship individu-
ally, but he also loves it when we express our love with other 
members of God’s family. 

Our story this morning starts with a wall at the center of it. In 
chapter 6 it was announced that the wall around Jerusalem was 
completed. It was an amazing accomplishment in just 52 days. 
This was a big deal. Why are they waiting until chapter 12 to 
celebrate this? 

5HPHPEHU�WKH�ERRN�RI�1HKHPLDK�KDV�WZR�SDUWV��7KH�ğUVW�DQG�
longest is about the building of the wall, which goes through 
chapter 7. Then starting in chapter 8 we hear less from 
Nehemiah—the guy who was basically the general contractor, 
governor, overseer, God’s man to lead the rebuilding project—
and we begin to hear more from Ezra, the priest and spiritual 
leader of the nation. Over the past few weeks we were inspired 
as we studied Ezra’s public reading of God’s word from the 
temple, and then observing the people’s response. We learned 
that it was less about an actual wall and more about God’s grace 
and mercy and power to rebuild the wall. 

We were inspired to apply this and recognize that it is all about 
God’s grace and mercy, and our trust in who he is, and what he 
does to rebuild our broken world. Looking at this kind of cor-
porate brokenness, this kind of corporate dependence, studying 
this corporate hunger for God’s word, this corporate turning 
back to God looks a lot like genuine spiritual revival to me. 

And now they are about to have a corporate worship event to 
dedicate the wall around the city in an amazing display of cel-
ebration. Chapter 12 begins with a long list of names. Then verse 
24 says,

Ń$QG� WKH� OHDGHUV� RI� WKH� /HYLWHVbZHUH� +DVKDELDK��
6KHUHELDK��-HVKXD�VRQ�RI�.DGPLHO��DQG�WKHLU�DVVR-
FLDWHV��ZKR�VWRRG�RSSRVLWH�WKHP�WR�JLYH�SUDLVH�DQG�
WKDQNVJLYLQJ��RQH�VHFWLRQ�UHVSRQGLQJ�WR�WKH�RWKHU��
DV�SUHVFULEHG�E\�'DYLG�WKH�PDQ�RI�*RG�ń

When I try to picture this, I think of two groups of loyal fans 
on opposite sides of a stadium shouting back and forth, “We 
got spirit yes we do, we got spirit how about you?”  Back and 
IRUWK��DQG�LQ�WKLV�FDVH�*RG�LV�RQ�WKH�ğHOG�DQG�WKH\�DUH�FHOHEUDWLQJ�
his performance on their behalf. They were offering praise and 
thanksgiving with joy to God as their king, David, their model 
worship leader, had taught their ancestors years before.

We get the impression that this praise and thanksgiving was 
happening regularly, as if it was some kind of preparation for 
the upcoming big game which was to lead to something bigger.

Celebrating Through Worship Compels Us to Prepare
Starting in verse 27 we see preparation for the big game taking 
shape.
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$W� WKH� GHGLFDWLRQb RI� WKH� ZDOO� RI� -HUXVDOHP�� WKH�
/HYLWHV� ZHUH� VRXJKW� RXW� IURP� ZKHUH� WKH\� OLYHG�
DQG�ZHUH�EURXJKW� WR� -HUXVDOHP� WR� FHOHEUDWH� MR\-
IXOO\� WKH� GHGLFDWLRQ� ZLWK� VRQJV� RI� WKDQNVJLYLQJ�
DQG�ZLWK� WKH�PXVLF� RI� F\PEDOV�b KDUSV� DQG� O\UHV�� �
7KH� PXVLFLDQV� DOVR� ZHUH� EURXJKW� WRJHWKHU� IURP�
WKH� UHJLRQ� DURXQG� -HUXVDOHPŌIURP� WKH� YLOODJHV�
RI�WKH�1HWRSKDWKLWHV�bIURP�%HWK�*LOJDO��DQG�IURP�
WKH�DUHD�RI�*HED�DQG�$]PDYHWK��IRU�WKH�PXVLFLDQV�
KDG�EXLOW�YLOODJHV�IRU�WKHPVHOYHV�DURXQG�-HUXVDOHP�
�1HK�������ŋ����

You get the sense that worship was never meant to be drab or 
boring. There was nothing stereotyped or monochrome about 
this service that was being planned. We observe a wide variety 
of musical gifts to be used to express adoration and praise. In 
case you are wondering, a lyre looks like a small harp. It’s from 
the classic Greek period, I think I saw Spock playing one in the 
original Star Trek! In verse 41 we can read that the priests played 
trumpets. But with all the diversity of instruments, chapter 12 
indicates that choral music was given the most prominent place.  
6R�WKH�ğUVW�WKLQJ�ZH�VHH�LV�WKDW�WKH�ZRUVKLS�OHDGHUV�ZHUH�EURXJKW�
into Jerusalem from their outlying villages outside Jerusalem. 
You get the idea that there were little hamlets where the wor-
ship leaders lived together. That shouldn’t surprise us. My years 
of working with worship leaders, they always loved hanging out 
with each other.

Preparation began with gathering the worship leaders and their 
teams, these celebration experts gathering together to design a 
celebration service like nothing they had seen before. 

The word dedication refers to setting something aside for the 
Lord’s purpose, or devoted to him. These worship leaders gath-
ered together their team and planned the dedication service. As 
they planned they must have spent time looking back.  For inspi-
ration they remembered that this didn’t start with Nehemiah, 
but God laying the vision on Nehemiah’s heart. They remem-
bered that Nehemiah’s heart was broken for what broke God’s 
heart and it led him to pray and plan; that God gave him the 
courage to ask the king for help.  They remembered that it re-
PDLQHG� DQ� XSKLOO� DQG� GLIğFXOW� SURMHFW�� 7R� RXWVLGHUV�� LW� ORRNHG�
foolish at best and impossible at worst. Yet obstacle after obstacle 
was overcome. He got the king’s permission and the needed sup-
plies for free, not to mention a military escort at his side. He was 
ridiculed and despised by his enemies and they threatened to 
attack them. The people were tired, discouraged and fearful. But 
brick by brick, day by day—sometimes they carried a tool in one 
hand and a sword in the other—they continued to rebuild their 
broken world.   

,QVSLUDWLRQ� PXVW� KDYH� EHHQ� ĠRZLQJ� QRZ� WR� WKHVH� ZRUVKLS�
leaders. They remembered that families built sections of the 
walls together. They remembered seeing there enemies seeing 
all of this, coming to the conclusion that no rag tag band of 
Israelites couldn’t make this happen; only God could do this.

Ń:KHQ�WKH�SULHVWV�DQG�/HYLWHV�KDG�SXULğHG�WKHP-
VHOYHV�FHUHPRQLDOO\�� WKH\�SXULğHG�WKH�SHRSOH�b WKH�
JDWHV�DQG�WKH�ZDOOń��Y������

Great leaders in God’s kingdom know that they cannot make 
themselves clean, but to lead they needed to be right before God. 
6R�EHIRUH�WKH�ğUVW�VLQJHU�VDQJ�D�QRWH��EHIRUH�WKH�ğUVW�VWULQJ�ZDV�
SOXFNHG��EHIRUH� WKH�ğUVW� VKRXW�RI� MR\�ZDV�DOORZHG� WR�JR� IRUWK��
WKH\�FOHDQVHG�WKHPVHOYHV��7KH�SULHVWV�ğUVW�FOHDQVHG�WKHPVHOYHV��
7KH\�VDFULğFHG�VDFUHG�DQLPDOV��OLNHO\�VSULQNOHG�WKH�EORRG�RQ�WKH�
wall and gates. They washed themselves with water, and con-
IHVVHG�WKHLU�VLQV��7KHQ�LW�VD\V�WKH\�SXULğHG�WKH�SHRSOH��

When I visited Israel a few years back, we saw a whole bunch of 
uncovered ruins. I saw the ancient ruins of many synagogues. 
Right outside the main entrances to these synagogues were 
some curious uncovered holes in the ground with carved steps 
leading down into them. They looked like and were about the 
size of hot tub. They were called Mekvehs. They were small pools 
WKDW�WKH�-HZV�ğOOHG�ZLWK�ZDWHU�DQG�HYHU\�-HZ�LQ�WKHLU�SUHSDUDWLRQ�
for worship was to ceremonially wash in the Mekvehs. I saw a 
bunch of these outside the temple ruins in the ancient city of 
Jerusalem. Can you imagine the picture of person after person 
getting a ceremonial washing before entering the temple. Did 
they go in wet? 

I think of Peter preaching in Jerusalem in Acts chapter 2, and 
it says 3000 were saved and baptized. I imagine these new 
Christians jumped into the Mekvehs to celebrate the internal 
cleansing work of the Holy Spirit in their hearts with the out-
ward symbol of washing with water in the Mekvehs. 

It is right for us to consider preparation when we enter into wor-
ship. It is right to remember what God has done. It is right to 
do some self-examination. But just a heads up, whenever we 
turn inward and examine we feel guilt. Think about it. Who can 
be truly joyful in celebration while anchored in guilt? The more 
we are aware of Christ, the more we are aware of our sin, and 
the more guilt we feel. But God’s word is unmistakably clear:  
Ephesians 1:7-8 says, Ń,Q�KLP�ZH�KDYH�UHGHPSWLRQbWKURXJK�KLV�
EORRG�b WKH� IRUJLYHQHVV� RI� VLQV�� LQ�DFFRUGDQFH�ZLWK� WKH� ULFKHVb RI�
*RGłV� JUDFHb WKDW�KH� ODYLVKHG� RQ�XV��:LWK�DOO�ZLVGRP�DQG�XQ-
GHUVWDQGLQJ�ń Verses like these are like jumping into a Mekvah. 
They prepare us to celebrate with joy. To put it another way, 
when we claim the riches of God’s grace and we trust that Jesus 
Christ truly offers us 100% forgiveness for our sins, our guilt is 
removed. When we rebuild our broken world with Jesus Christ 
DW�WKH�FHQWHU��ZH�ZLOO�RYHUĠRZ�ZLWK�MR\�IURP�*RG�

Ń,�KDG�WKH�OHDGHUV�RI�-XGDK�JR�XS�RQ�WRS�RI�WKH�ZDOO��
,�DOVR�DVVLJQHG�WZR�ODUJH�FKRLUV�WR�JLYH�WKDQNV��2QH�
ZDV�WR�SURFHHG�RQ�WRS�RI�WKH�ZDOO�WR�WKH�ULJKW��WR-
ZDUG�WKH�'XQJ�*DWHń��Y������

The second choir included Nehemiah:

Ń7KH� VHFRQG� FKRLU� SURFHHGHG� LQ� WKH� RSSRVLWH� GL-
UHFWLRQ�� ,� IROORZHG� WKHP� RQ� WRS� RI� WKH� ZDOO�� WR-
JHWKHU�ZLWK�KDOI�WKH�SHRSOHŌSDVW�WKH�7RZHU�RI�WKH�
2YHQVbWR�WKH�%URDG�:DOO�ń��Y������

Everyone climbed up on the wall. The singers, the instrumental-
ists, the priests. They climbed the walls with their cymbals, their 
harps and lyres, and most importantly their voices. 



The two choirs proceeded on top of the wall each going a dif-
ferent direction. It was like a Disneyland parade with people 
lining the wall watching and joining in. Remember how they 
were ridiculed in chapter 4? The enemy said that the walls were 
so weak a fox could knock them down, and now the people were 
marching on the completed walls which were likely 20 feet thick. 
As they marched on top of the walls, everyone could see what 
was happening.

Ń7KH�WZR�FKRLUV� WKDW�JDYH�WKDQNV�WKHQ�WRRN�WKHLU�
SODFHV�LQ�WKH�KRXVH�RI�*RG��VR�GLG�,��WRJHWKHU�ZLWK�
KDOI�WKH�RIğFLDOV�bDV�ZHOO�DV�WKH�SULHVWVń��Y������

The two choirs continued until they met at the entrance of the 
temple and entered and assumed their normal places of worship. 

Ń$QG� RQ� WKDW� GD\� WKH\� RIIHUHG� JUHDW� VDFULğFHV�� UH-
MRLFLQJ� EHFDXVH�*RG�KDG� JLYHQ� WKHP�JUHDW� MR\�� 7KH�
ZRPHQ�DQG�FKLOGUHQ�DOVR�UHMRLFHG��7KH�VRXQG�RI�UH-
MRLFLQJ�LQ�-HUXVDOHP�FRXOG�EH�KHDUG�IDU�DZD\ń��Y������

1RWH�WKH�VXSHUODWLYHV���*UHDW�VDFULğFHV��JUHDW�MR\��KHDUG�IDU�DZD\Ľ�
It was interesting to see that the root of the Hebrew word for 
ŃMR\ń�RU�ŃUHMRLFLQJń�RFFXUV�ğYH�WLPHV�LQ�YHUVH����DORQH��*RG�KDG�
given them great joy. And for miles around, unbelievers heard 
the sound of praise. Isn’t rejoicing something that we would 
want to hear coming out of a church on Sunday? The best singing 
and sometimes the loudest singing come from a rejoicing heart. 
We should never underestimate the power of hearing believers’ 
praises to draw people to God. 

Celebrating Through Worship Compels Us to Rejoice
It was becoming clear to the people that this was not just about 
a completed wall. It was becoming clear that this wall was not 
just to protect their city; this was a faith story of God’s faithful-
ness and power. This wall was God’s idea to preserve the place 
where God was to dwell. This wall was a megaphone that was 
proclaiming the name of God to the entire world. 

What did they sing while they were on that wall? The Psalms, 
certainly. They could have put Psalm 48, verses 12-14 to song: 
Ń:DON� DERXW� =LRQ�� JR� DURXQG� KHU�� FRXQW� KHU� WRZHUV�� FRQVLGHU�
ZHOO�KHU�UDPSDUWV��YLHZ�KHU�FLWDGHOV��WKDW�\RX�PD\�WHOO�RI�WKHP�
WR�WKH�QH[W�JHQHUDWLRQ��)RU�WKLV�*RG�LV�RXU�*RG�IRU�HYHU�DQG�HYHU��
KH�ZLOO�EH�RXU�JXLGHbHYHQ�WR�WKH�HQG�ń

God has given us a gift by allowing us to sing. God truth put to 
music can bring joy to our hearts like nothing else. God’s truth 
put to music allows us to connect our hearts with the heart of 
*RG�WKURXJK�WKH�KHDUW�RI�WKH�DUWLVW��,�NQRZ�IRU�PH�ZKHQ�,�ğQG�RXW�
the inspiration behind a powerful song I am also inspired. If it was 
written from a place of joy, I’m made joyful. If it’s written from a 
SODFH�RI�SDLQ��,�FRQQHFW�WR�WKDW�SDLQ�DQG�ğQG�HQFRXUDJHPHQW�DQG�
hope. Songs written from the heart of an artist illuminated by the 
Holy Spirit touches our heart like nothing else. Are you are feeling 
inadequate this morning? Are you feeling overwhelmed, fearful? 
Let inspired and sacred music touch your soul. 

Chapter 12 is a celebration. They were celebrating God’s timely 
interventions to prove that God alone rebuilt their broken world. 

Also, we read that the Israelites were compelled to sing songs of 
thanksgiving. They thanked God for his generosity; he provided 
everything to rebuild their broken world. 

I remember about seven years ago I was pastoring in another 
church and we dedicated a large addition we had purchased and 
remodeled for our church. It was a children’s wing, a youth wing 
and a large multipurpose gathering place. I remember when 
we gathered to dedicate this building, we didn’t struggle to re-
joice. It just happened. Many of these generous and spiritually 
mature people set aside their inhibitions and praised God for all 
to see.  Even the Norwegians and Swedes in my congregation! 
It was amazing. The only time I had ever seen Norwegians and 
Swedes throw aside their inhibitions to demonstratively praise 
was when they were cheering the Green Bay Packers! 

Have you ever noticed that when you have done something that 
ğOOV�\RX�ZLWK�JUHDW�MR\ŌD�ERRN�\RX�UHDG��D�PLVVLRQ�WULS�\RX�ZHQW�
on, a movie you saw—it is natural for you to tell your friends to 
read that book, go on that mission trip, or see that movie. We 
instinctively rejoice in whatever we enjoy. You don’t have to tell 
P\�GDXJKWHU�WR�SUDLVH�WKH�YLUWXHV�RI�KHU�ğDQFÒ��<RX�PLJKW�KDYH�
to tell me, but not my daughter! 

But here is an interesting principle that lifts out of our story 
today. Enjoyment when shared is actually contagious. Corporate 
SUDLVH�ZKHQ�LWłV�D�VSRQWDQHRXV�RYHUĠRZ�RI�HQMR\PHQW�IURP�WKH�
heart draws others in. 

If you struggle with joy, remember what the Lord says, “I delight 
myself in you.”  If the Lord were to say, “I endure you,” we’d un-
derstand that. If the Lord were to say, “I forgive you,” we know 
we need it. But what he says is, “I delight in you.” We have a hard 
time imagining a God who can delight in the fellowship of angels 
DQG�WKH�KHDYHQO\�KRVWV�DQ\WLPH�KH�ZDQWV�ğQG�PRUH�GHOLJKW� LQ�
fellowship with you and me. 

Here is the other side of this:  The Scripture not only tells us that 
the Lord delights in us, the scripture also tells us to delight our-
selves in him as well. We know all about trying to honor him 
and be reverent. And truthfully we can do that and keep God at 
arm’s length. But God is compelling us to set aside inhibitions 
and rejoice and enjoy and delight in him. So think about what he 
has done for you. Think about why he has done it for you. Give 
thanks for his generosity to you and let rejoicing arise naturally. 

The Presbyterians have a great catechism. It starts with a ques-
tion:  “What is the chief end of man?”  They answer, “The chief 
end of man is to glorify God and enjoy him forever.”  When we 
enjoy God we glorify him.  True joy is not dependent on out-
ward circumstances, but upon the right inward focus. I believe 
the Jews on that wall laughed as well as sang their way all 
around that wall. Had their circumstances really changed all that 
much? No. Everyone around them still hated them. But they had 
changed. They had the right focus. 

Nehemiah chapter 12 has taken us on a 3-stop worship journey. 
:H�EHJDQ�ZLWK�SUHSDUDWLRQ��WKHQ�LW�ĠRZHG�LQWR�MR\IXO�FHOHEUD-
WLRQ��DQG�QRZ�ZH�ODQG�RQ�VDFULğFH��,Q�YHUVH����LW�VDLG�WKH\�RIIHUHG�
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VDFULğFHV� DW� WKLV� GHGLFDWLRQ� VHUYLFH�� 7KDWłV� DQ� LPSRUWDQW�SRLQW��
True worship is always costly. The Old Testament’s entire wor-
VKLS�ZDV�EXLOW�DURXQG�D� VDFULğFLDO� V\VWHP��7KH�RQO\�DFFHSWDEOH�
type of animal offered was one that was unblemished. That is 
worship:  Giving to the Lord the best we have. 

Ń$W�WKDW�WLPH�PHQ�ZHUH�DSSRLQWHG�WR�EH�LQ�FKDUJH�
RI�WKH�VWRUHURRPVbIRU�WKH�FRQWULEXWLRQV��ğUVW�IUXLWV�
DQG�WLWKHV�b)URP�WKH�ğHOGV�DURXQG�WKH�WRZQV�WKH\�
ZHUH�WR�EULQJ�LQWR�WKH�VWRUHURRPV�WKH�SRUWLRQV�UH-
TXLUHG�E\�WKH�/DZ�IRU�WKH�SULHVWV�DQG�WKH�/HYLWHV��
IRU�-XGDK�ZDV�SOHDVHG�ZLWK�WKH�PLQLVWHULQJ�SULHVWV�
DQG�/HYLWHVń��Y������

They give their best as a response of worship. Verse 44 uses 
ZRUGV�OLNH�FRQWULEXWLRQ��ğUVW�IUXLWV��WLWKHV��JDWKHULQJ�DQG�VWRULQJ�
for a future. This Dedication service led by Ezra and Nehemiah 
was big day, but verse 44 tells us that worship is not just for the 
here and now, but it is also for the future and into eternity. 

So today we worship. We are in church. We love God. We want 
to follow God. But tomorrow is Monday. Then Tuesday. Then 
Wednesday. The apostle Paul picks up on this notion of sacri-
ğFH�VHYHQ�GD\V�D�ZHHN�ZKHQ�KH�VD\V�LQ�5RPDQV�������“In view 
RI�*RGłV�PHUF\��RIIHU�\RXU�ERGLHV�DV�D�OLYLQJ�VDFULğFH��KRO\�DQG�
SOHDVLQJ�WR�*RG�ŋ�WKLV�LV�\RXU�WUXH�DQG�SURSHU�ZRUVKLS�ń

7KH�LGHD�RI�VDFULğFH�LQYROYHV�WKH�DQLPDO�ğUVW�EHLQJ�NLOOHG��WKHQ�
the body would get placed on the altar, and then it would be con-
VXPHG�ZLWK�ğUH��6D\�\RX�WDNH�D�FUHDWXUH�WKDW�LV�ŃOLYLQJ�ń�VWLOO�DOLYH��
and put it on the altar and say, “Stay. Stay there until you are 
FRQVXPHG�ń�7KHQ�\RX�OLJKW�WKH�ğUH��:KDW�LV�WKDW�FUHDWXUH�JRLQJ�
to do? If he can, he will scoot off the hot altar. Instead, Paul is 
saying for the Christian, “Of your own volition, you crawl back 
on. You surrender. Day by day, moment by moment. It’s going to 
feel like you are going to die. It’s going to scare you, but it’s the 
only way to true joy.”

Surrender is almost never just an internal event. It’s not just about 
feeling devoted. Usually it involves external actions. You should 
know this:  Usually these external actions have a cost. Usually sur-
render to God requires behaviors that come with a cost. 

As I see it we have three options. Option #1—We can live with a 
rebellious heart. I’m not going near that altar. It’s too hot. I will 
be joyful if I could only get what I want when I want it.

Option #2—We can live with a committed heart, where 
we have determined to set aside ourselves. And that is what 
Nehemiah and his people did. They set aside themselves. They 

put themselves on the altar and they gave their time, their tal-
HQWV�DQG�WKHLU�WUHDVXUHV�DV�D�OLYLQJ�VDFULğFH�DQG�LW�ZDV�WKHQ�WKDW�
they found joy. 

Option #3—This is where I think most of us struggle as we think 
DERXW�ZKDW� LW�PHDQV� WR�EH� D� OLYLQJ� VDFULğFH��:H�ğQG� WKDW�RXU�
heart is divided. It’s like we approach the altar; some of us make 
heartfelt decisions to stay on the altar, but when that altar heats 
up we lose our nerve, we no longer trust and we slither off into a 
dark corner for a while. I’ll keep this part of me, this pattern, this 
relationship under my control. I will hold that grudge, enjoy the 
pleasure I get from the bad habit. I will keep it secret. 

We know God wants full surrender. God makes it clear, but we 
kind of like it hazy. Passages like Nehemiah 12 and Romans 12 
remind us of God’s clarity on this issue. I know folks right here 
today that could stand up and say, “Living with a divided heart 
is a miserable way to live.”  They would go on to tell you, “Jesus 
said, ‘You lose a life, but you gain a life, and the life you gain is 
way better than the life you lose.’”

It starts with getting yourself out of the way. It starts with setting 
aside self. And it looks like trusting God and climbing back up on 
WKDW�VDFULğFLDO�DOWDU�RQ�0RQGD\��7XHVGD\��:HGQHVGD\�DQG�VR�RQ�

Some of us here are Steve Kerr fans. You know him because he 
is the head coach of the Golden State Warriors. Years ago, Steve 
played for the Chicago Bulls. One year the Bulls were in the NBA 
Finals and Steve hit a 3-point shot at the buzzer to win the game. 
The following year, the Bulls found themselves in a similar situ-
ation and Kerr relates the story, “As we called timeout and came 
to the bench, I told the coach that it would be a great time for me 
to take a three point shot. He told me to shut-up, that I was to 
take the ball and give it to Michael Jordan and then get out of the 
way. So, that is what I did. But for what it is worth, I think that I 
did a great job of getting out of the way!”

How good are we at getting out of God’s way? Let’s conclude 
our service today with a get-out-of-the-way-and-climb-back-
RQ�WKH�DOWDU�DQG�WUXVW�*RG�UHVSRQVH��0D\�WKHVH�ğQDO�VRQJV��RXU�
ğQDO�DFW�RI�FRUSRUDWH�ZRUVKLS��WRXFK�RXU�KHDUWV���
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