
Ludwig von Beethoven had a life marked with both triumph and 
tragedy. By age 5 he was playing the violin. By age 13 he was a 
FRQFHUW�RUJDQLVW��+H�EHFDPH�D�SUROLğF�FRPSRVHU��ZULWLQJ���V\P-
SKRQLHV����FRQFHUWRV�DQG�FRXQWOHVV�SLHFHV�RI�FKDPEHU�PXVLF��%XW�
his life was marked with trials. By age 20 he started to lose his 
KHDULQJ��%\�����KLV�KHDULQJ�ZDV�DOPRVW�JRQH��%\�����KH�ZDV�VWRQH�
deaf. One day in his study he was heard pounding the piano and 
VD\LQJ�RYHU�DQG�DJDLQ��Ń,�ZLOO�WDNH�OLIH�E\�WKH�WKURDW�DQG�,łOO�QHYHU�
let go!” Those who knew him said he was the most persistent 
DQG�SDVVLRQDWH�PDQ� WKH\łG� HYHU�PHW� DQG�KH� DFFRPSOLVKHG� IDU�
beyond normal human ability because he faced up to his chal-
lenges and was determined to do something about it. 

7KLV�LV�D�TXDOLW\�JUHDWO\�QHHGHG�WRGD\��7RR�RIWHQ��ZKHQ�SUREOHPV�
FRPH�RXU�ZD\��PDQ\�RI�XV�WU\�WR�LJQRUH�WKHP�DQG�KRSH�WKH\łOO�JR�
away. Only a few are willing to take problems by the throat and 
do something about them. Nehemiah had that quality. When 
VRPHWKLQJ�ZDV�ZURQJ�KHłG�GR�VRPHWKLQJ�DERXW�LW�� �

7KDWłV�H[DFWO\�ZKDW�ZH�ğQG�LQ�WKH�WKLUWHHQWK�FKDSWHU�RI�1HKHPLDK��
'XULQJ�WKH�SDVW�IHZ�ZHHNV�ZHłYH�VHHQ�WKH�FRPSOHWLRQ�RI�WKH�ZDOO�
DURXQG�-HUXVDOHP��:HłYH�VHHQ�(]UD�DQG�1HKHPLDK�OHDG�D�UHYLYDO�
DPRQJ�WKH�SHRSOH��:HłYH�DOVR�VHHQ�WKH�SHRSOH�VWDUW�PRYLQJ�EDFN�
LQVLGH�WKH�ZDOOV�WR�UHSRSXODWH�WKH�FLW\��,Q�VKRUW��ZHłYH�VHHQ�WKHVH�
people rebuild their broken world.  

7RGD\�ZH�FRPH�WR�WKH�HQG�RI� WKLV�ERRN��$QG�\RXłG�WKLQN�DIWHU�
DOO�KHłG�DFFRPSOLVKHG�1HKHPLDK�PLJKW�EH�DEOH� WR�UHOD[�D� OLWWOH�
ELW��EXW�KHUH�LQ�FKDSWHU����KH�IDFHV�WKH�PRVW�GLIğFXOW�FKDOOHQJH�
RI� DOO�� 7KLV� FKDSWHU� FRYHUV� 1HKHPLDKłV� VHFRQG� DGPLQLVWUDWLRQ��
9HUVH���VD\V�LQ�WKH���QG�\HDU�RI�.LQJ�$UWD[HU[HV��DIWHU����\HDUV�
LQ�-HUXVDOHP��1HKHPLDK�UHWXUQHG�WR�%DE\ORQ��+H�ZDV�SUREDEO\�
WKHUH�D�QXPEHU�RI�\HDUV��$QG��\RX�PLJKW�VD\��ZKHQ�WKH�FDW�ZDV�
away the mice did play! But then Nehemiah returned. What he 
HQFRXQWHUHG�XSRQ�KLV�UHWXUQ�ZDVQłW�D�SUHWW\�VLJKW��3UDFWLFDOO\�HY-
HU\WKLQJ�KHłG�HVWDEOLVKHG�IHOO�E\�WKH�ZD\VLGH��

<RJL� %HUD� VDLG�� Ń,WłV� QRW�RYHU� ŁWLOO� LWłV� RYHU�ń� 7KLV� LV� WUXH�ZKHWKHU�
in the church or in our personal walk with Christ. Just like with 
1HKHPLDK�� WKHUH� DUH� WKRVH� VHDVRQV� ZH� IHHO� ZHłYH�PDGH� JUHDW�
progress. There are times in our walk with God we feel close to 
him and see him using us in a huge way. There are those times as 
D�FKXUFK�ZH�IHHO�ZHłUH�PDNLQJ�JUHDW�VWULGHV��%XW�WKHQ�ZH�JHW�KLW�
LQ�WKH�IDFH�ZLWK�D�QHZ�FKDOOHQJH��0D\EH�WKDWłV�KRZ�*RG�SUXQHV�
DQG�PDWXUHV�XV��-�,��3DFNHU�ZULWHV��Ń)RU�WKH�&KULVWLDQ�OLIH�WR�EH�DOO�
WKULOOV�ZRXOG�ZRUN�DJDLQVW�PDWXULW\�DQG�LQQHU�WRXJKQHVV��DQG�ULS-
HQLQJ�DQG�WRXJKHQLQJ�XV�LV�FHQWUDO�WR�*RGłV�SODQ����7KXV�LQ�DFWXDO�
H[SHULHQFH�*RG�JLYHQ�WLPHV�RI�JUHDW�VSLULWXDO�LQWHQVLW\�DQG�PDMRU�
achievement in ministry are often followed by times of decline.”

This is what happened to Nehemiah and the people of Jerusalem. 
After the dedication of the walls they had to go home and deal 
ZLWK� WKH�HYHU\GD\QHVV�RI� OLIH�ZLWK�*RG��$QG� WKH\�ZHUHQłW�SUH-
SDUHG� IRU� LW�� WKH\� GLGQłW� IDUH� ZHOO� VSLULWXDOO\��:KHQ� WKH� JRLQJ�
JRW� WRXJK�� LQVWHDG�RI� ULSHQLQJ�DQG�PDWXULQJ�� WKH\�JDYH� LQ�DQG�
began to let their previous spiritual commitments slide. When 
1HKHPLDK�UHWXUQHG�KH�IRXQG�TXLWH�D�PHVV��,W�KDG�WR�EH�VR�GLVDS-
SRLQWLQJ�IRU�KLP��DIWHU�DOO�WKDW�ZRUN�DQG�DOO�WKDW�SURJUHVV�WR�VHH�
them slipping back to their old ways. How would Nehemiah deal 
with this mess? How do you deal with messy situations? 

Four Areas of Spiritual Compromise 
%HIRUH�ZH�DQVZHU�WKDW�TXHVWLRQ��OHWłV�WDNH�D�FORVHU�ORRN�DW�ZKDW�
1HKHPLDK� IDFHG�ZKHQ� KH� UHWXUQHG� WR� -HUXVDOHP��ZKHQ� WKHUH�
were four areas where the people were compromising in their 
ZDON�ZLWK�*RG��,WłV�WKHVH�IRXU�DUHDV�ZHłUH�WHPSWHG�WR�FRPSUR-
mise as well.

Compromising friendships
7KH�ğUVW�DUHD�KDV�WR�GR�ZLWK�IULHQGVKLS��/RRN�DW�YHUVHV��ŋ��

On that day the Book of Moses was read aloud in 
the hearing of the people and there it was found 
written that no Ammonite or Moabite should ever 
be admitted into the assembly of God, because they 
had not met the Israelites with food and water 
but had hired Balaam to call a curse down on 
them. (Our God, however, turned the curse into a 
blessing.) When the people heard this law, they ex-
cluded from Israel all who were of foreign descent.

Before this, Eliashib the priest had been put in charge 
of the storerooms of the house of our God. He was 
closely associated with Tobiah, and he had provided 
him with a large room formerly used to store the 
grain offerings and incense and temple articles, and 
also the tithes of grain, new wine and olive oil pre-
scribed for the Levites, musicians and gatekeepers, as 
well as the contributions for the priests.

(OLDVKLE� LV� WKH� SULHVW�ZKR�1HKHPLDK�KDG� OHIW� LQ� FKDUJH� RI� WKH�
7HPSOH��7KH�RWKHU�FKDUDFWHU�ZH�VHH�KHUH�LV�7RELDK��DQ�$PPRQLWH��
$V�DQ�$PPRQLWH�*RGłV�ODZ�GLGQłW�HYHQ�DOORZ�KLP�LQ�WKH�7HPSOH��
)XUWKHUPRUH��KH�ZDV�DQ�ROG�QHPHVLV�RI�1HKHPLDKłV��KDYLQJ�RS-
SRVHG� WKH�ZRUN�RQ� WKH�ZDOOV� IURP�WKH�VWDUW��%XW�KHUH�(OLDVKLE��
EHLQJ�UHODWHG�WR�7RELDK��WRRN�D�ODUJH�URRP�WKDW�ZDV�VXSSRVHG�WR�
VWRUH�VXSSOLHV�IRU�WKH�/HYLWHV��DQG�DOORZHG�7RELDK�WR�OLYH�WKHUH��
,WłV�OLNH�WKLV�$PPRQLWH�LV�LQ�WKH�SHQWKRXVH�VXLWH�RI�WKH�7HPSOH��
He somehow weaseled his way not only into the city but into the 
YHU\�HSLFHQWHU�RI�ZRUVKLS��WKH�7HPSOH��(OLDVKLE�IHOW�LW�ZDV�D�WLPH�
WR�UHOD[�*RGłV�VWDQGDUGV�DERXW�IULHQGVKLS�ZLWK�IRUHLJQHUV��,łOO�EHW�
he was a nice guy. He even has a Jewish name. 
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7KLV� LV� WKH� FRPSURPLVH� RI� FORVH� SDUWQHUVKLS� RU� IULHQGVKLS�� ,W�
KDSSHQV� LQ�RXU� OLYHV�ZKHQ�ZH�DOORZ�VRPHRQH�ZKRłV�QRW�D�EH-
OLHYHU� WR�KDYH� D� SRVLWLRQ�RI� LQĠXHQFH� DQG� LPSDFW� RQ�XV��'RQłW�
JHW�PH�ZURQJ��ZH�FDQ� IRUP�IULHQGVKLSV�ZLWK� WKRVH�ZKR�GRQłW�
NQRZ�&KULVW��EXW�ZHłUH�WDONLQJ�KHUH�DERXW�EHLQJ�\RNHG�WRJHWKHU�
LQ�VXFK�D�ZD\�\RX�FDQłW�KHOS�EXW�EH�LQĠXHQFHG�E\�WKHP��3DXO�VDLG��
“Do not be yoked together with unbelievers. For what do righ-
teousness and wickedness have in common? Or what fellowship 
can light have with darkness? What harmony is there between 
Christ and Belial? Or what does a believer have in common with 
an unbeliever? What agreement is there between the temple of 
God and idols? For we are the temple of the living God” (2 Cor. 
�������D��� 7KLV� LVQłW� MXVW� WDONLQJ� DERXW� FDVXDO� IULHQGVKLSV� EXW�
ZKR�ZH�WXUQ�WR�LQ�FULVLV��ZKR�ZH�JR�WR�IRU�FRXQVHO��ZKR�ZH�OHDQ�
RQ�� ,WłV� DOORZLQJ� DQ�XQEHOLHYHU� DFFHVV� WR� WKH� LQQHU� VDQFWXP�RI�
\RXU�OLIH�DQG�WR�LQĠXHQFH�\RX�LQ�D�ZD\�WKDWłV�LQDSSURSULDWH�IRU�D�
child of God.

Neglect of support for God’s work
This was directly connected to the second problem area 
Nehemiah discovered when he returned. Look at v. 10.

I also learned that the portions assigned to the 
Levites had not been given to them, and that all 
the Levites and musicians responsible for the ser-
YLFH�KDG�JRQH�EDFN�WR�WKHLU�RZQ�ğHOGV�

He discovers the tithes for the Temple service and the support 
RI�WKH�/HYLWHV�ZHUHQłW�EHLQJ�SDLG��%\�WKH�ZD\��WKDWłV�ZK\�D�URRP�
ZDV�DYDLODEOH�IRU�7RELDK� LQ�WKH�ğUVW�SODFH��1RUPDOO\�WKDW�URRP�
stored tithes and offerings of grain and wine for the Levites. But 
SHRSOH�ZHUHQłW�JLYLQJ�WKHLU�WLWKHV��$V�D�UHVXOW��WKH�/HYLWHV�KDG�WR�
JR�EDFN�WR�WKHLU�ODQG�DQG�PDNH�D�OLYLQJ��*RGłV�7HPSOH�ZDV�OHIW�
unattended and uncared for.  

+HUHłV�DQRWKHU�DUHD�ZKHUH�ZH�FDQ�VOLGH��WKH�DUHD�RI�UHJXODU�JLYLQJ�
WR�VXSSRUW�*RGłV�ZRUN��:KHQ�WKLQJV�DUH�JRLQJ�ZHOO��JLYLQJ�FRPHV�
HDVLO\��ZHłUH�PRWLYDWHG�WR�JLYH��%XW�RYHU�WKH�ORQJ�KDXO�JLYLQJ�D�
portion of our income to the Lord requires staying power. Are 
you neglecting the house of God? The reason why most of us 
QHJOHFW�*RGłV� KRXVH�� KLV� FKXUFK�� LV� EHFDXVH�ZHłUH� WRR� IRFXVHG�
RQ�RXU�RZQ�KRXVHV��RXU�RZQ�OLYHV��,I�\RXłUH�D�IROORZHU�RI�&KULVW��
\RXłUH�D�PHPEHU�RI�WKH�%RG\�RI�&KULVW�DQG�ZKHUH�\RX�FKRRVH�WR�
worship is your spiritual family. How often do you pray for your 
church and its leadership? Are you committed to worshipping 
here or is it a convenience? Are you using your spiritual gifts for 
WKH�EXLOGLQJ�XS�RI�&KULVWłV�FKXUFK"�$UH�\RX�VXUURXQGHG�E\�D�VPDOO�
JURXS�RI�SHRSOH�ZKHUH�\RXłUH�VWXG\LQJ�WKH�%LEOH��FRQIHVVLQJ�VLQ�
DQG�SUD\LQJ�IRU�RQH�DQRWKHU"�'R�\RX�UHJXODUO\��JHQHURXVO\�DQG�
FKHHUIXOO\�JLYH�ğQDQFLDOO\� WR� WKH�FKXUFK"�0D\EH� LWłV� WLPH�WR�VLW�
before the Lord and ask the Lord how you can better honor him 
and his house.

Failure to safeguard the Sabbath
The third problem area Nehemiah faced had to with the Sabbath. 
Look at v. 15a.

In those days I saw people in Judah treading wine-
presses on the Sabbath and bringing in grain and 

loading it on donkeys, together with wine, grapes, 
ğJV� DQG� DOO� RWKHU� NLQGV� RI� ORDGV�� $QG� WKH\� ZHUH�
bringing all this into Jerusalem on the Sabbath.

)RU�WKH�-HZV�WKH�6DEEDWK�ZDVQłW�6XQGD\�EXW�6DWXUGD\��*RG�VDLG�
WKLV�ZDV�D�GD\�VHW�DSDUW�IURP�WKH�RWKHU�VL[�IRU�UHVW�DQG�ZRUVKLS��
no work was to be done; no buying or selling or shopping. This 
commandment was meant to bring sanity and balance to their 
OLYHV��,W�VHW�WKH�-HZV�DSDUW�EHFDXVH�LW�VKRZHG�WKHLU�SULRULWLHV�ZHUH�
different. The Gentiles around them had no Sabbath; to them it 
ZDV�MXVW�DQRWKHU�GD\�IRU�PDNLQJ�PRQH\��

7RGD\�ZHłUH�QRW�ERXQG�WR�VWULFW�REVHUYDQFH�RI�WKH�6DEEDWK��EXW�
we are called to be people of balance; people who make rest and 
ZRUVKLS�D�SULRULW\��,I�ZH�GR�WKDW�ZHłOO�VWDQG�RXW��%XW�WKLV�LV�DQ-
other area where compromise can set in. We see others who ne-
glect the Sabbath and they seem to get rewarded for it. They get 
the promotion; they get the raise. Or we see others who have all 
ZHHNHQG�WR�MXVW�OHDYH�WRZQ�DQG�GR�ZKDW�WKH\�ZDQW��DQG�ZH�KDYH�
WR�VHUYH�DV�D�JUHHWHU�DW�FKXUFK�� ,WłV�HDV\� WR� WKLQN�� Ń,W�ZRUNV� IRU�
WKHP��:K\�FDQłW� ,� OLYH�WKDW�ZD\"ń�%HIRUH� ORQJ�ZHłUH�QHJOHFWLQJ�
the priorities God has for us and our spiritual life suffers.

Improper family ties
)LQDOO\��WKH�IRXUWK�DUHD�ZKHUH�1HKHPLDK�IDFHG�FRPSURPLVH�KDG�
WR�GR�ZLWK�ORYH�DQG�PDUULDJH��/RRN�DW�YHUVHV���ŋ���

Moreover, in those days I saw men of Judah who 
had married women from Ashdod, Ammon and 
Moab. Half of their children spoke the language of 
Ashdod or the language of one of the other peo-
ples, and did not know how to speak the language 
of Judah.

:HłYH�VHHQ�WKLV�EHIRUH�LQ�1HKHPLDK��*RG�WROG�WKHP�WKDW�LQWHU-
marriage was inappropriate. One of the reasons for that we see 
right here. The children from these unions were speaking the 
language of the gentile partner instead of Hebrew. That meant 
WKHVH�FKLOGUHQ�JUHZ�XS�LJQRUDQW�RI�*RGłV�ODZ�EHFDXVH�*RGłV�ODZ�
was written in Hebrew. God had always said the problem of in-
WHUPDUULDJH�LVQłW�D�UDFH�LVVXH�EXW�D�IDLWK�LVVXH��LI�KLV�SHRSOH�PDU-
ULHG�JHQWLOHV�WKH\łG�HYHQWXDOO\�ZRUVKLS�JHQWLOH�JRGV��$QG�WKDWłV�
ZKDWłV�KDSSHQLQJ�KHUH�

7KLV�LV�DQ�DUHD�WRGD\�ZKHUH�ZHłUH�VR�SURQH�WR�JLYH�LQ��7KHUH�DUH�VR�
PDQ\�ŃQLFH�SHRSOHń�RXW�WKHUH�ZKR�RQ�WKH�VXUIDFH�ZRXOG�EH�VXFK�
LGHDO�PDUULDJH�SDUWQHUV�IRU�XV��$QG�ZH�EHJLQ�WR�WKLQN��Ń:KDWłV�
WKH�ELJ�GHDO� LI� WKH\�DUHQłW�EHOLHYHUV�� ,� FDQ� FKDQJH� WKHP�� WKH\łOO�
FRPH�DURXQG�DQG�ZHłOO�OLYH�KDSSLO\�HYHU�DIWHU�ń�%XW�PRUH�RIWHQ�
WKDQ�QRW�ZHłUH�WKH�RQHV�ZKR�HQG�XS�FKDQJLQJ�DQG�FRQIRUPLQJ�

All this teaches us compromise with the world is always a danger. 
:KHQ�,�VD\�WKH�ŃZRUOGń�,łP�WDONLQJ�DERXW�LW�LQ�WKH�ELEOLFDO�VHQVH�RI�
WKH�ZRUG��PHDQLQJ�WKH�HQWLUH�ZRUOGO\�V\VWHP�RI�WKLQNLQJ��YDOXHV�
DQG�EHKDYLRU�WKDWłV�FRQWUDU\�DQG�RSSRVHG�WR�*RG�DQG�KLV�ZRUG��
7KH�6FULSWXUH�VHHV�WKH�ZRUOG�DV�FRQVWDQWO\�WU\LQJ�WR�VTXHH]H�XV�
into its mold and this passage bears witness to that. And here 
DUH�IRXU�DUHDV�ZHłUH�PRVW�OLNHO\�WR�FDYH�LQ��IULHQGVKLSV��ğQDQFHV��
6DEEDWK�DQG�ORYH��7KHVH�WKLQJV�KDYH�KDPSHUHG�*RGłV�SHRSOH�IRU�



DJHV��DQG�ZH�GHDO�ZLWK�WKHP�WRGD\�� ,WłV�VR�HDV\�WR�IDOO� LQWR�DQ\�
one of these traps.

No More Mr. Nice Guy
How did Nehemiah deal with these issues? When Nehemiah 
UHWXUQV� WR� -HUXVDOHP� DQG� VHHV� ZKDWłV� EHHQ� JRLQJ� RQ�� KH� JHWV�
GRZQ�WR�EXVLQHVV���1R�PRUH�0U��1LFH�*X\��+HłV�OLNH�D�WRUQDGR��
<RXłYH�VHHQ�WKH�GDPDJH�WKH\�FDQ�GR�WR�HYHU\WKLQJ�LQ�WKHLU�SDWK��
<RX� NQRZ� WKH\� UDWH� WKRVH� WKLQJV�� ���� LV� OLNH� WKH� NLQG� WKDW� OLIWV�
houses off their foundation. Nehemiah is at least a 2.5 here. 
:KDWłV�DPD]LQJ�LV�PRVW�VFKRODUV�VD\�KH�ZDV�DW�OHDVW����\HDUV�ROG�
E\�QRZ��7KDWłV�ZKHQ�PRVW�SHRSOH�VWDUW�VORZLQJ�GRZQ��%XW�QRW�
1HKHPLDK��:LQVWRQ�&KXUFKLOO�ZURWH��Ń6XFFHVV�LV�QRW�ğQDO��IDLOXUH�
LV�QRW�IDWDO��LW�LV�WKH�FRXUDJH�WR�FRQWLQXH�WKDW�FRXQWV�ń�1HKHPLDK�
has the courage to continue and he does so with kind of a scary 
]HDO��:H�VHH�WKDW�LQ�VHYHUDO�ZD\V�

He saw the wrong for what it was
)LUVW��KH�VDZ�WKH�ZURQJV�IRU�ZKDW�WKH\�ZHUH��<RX�PLJKW�VD\�KH�
ZDV�REVHUYDQW��DQG�ZKHQ�KH�VDZ�LW�KH�GLGQłW�SUHWHQG�LW�ZDVQłW�
there and look the other way; he allowed himself to take in the 
XQSOHDVDQWULHV� RI� WKH� VLWXDWLRQ�� ,Q� Y�� �� KH� VD\V�� ‘’I came back 
to Jerusalem. Here I learned about the evil thing Eliashib had 
done...”�,Q�Y������KH�VD\V��‘’I also learned…”�,Q�Y�����KH�VD\V��“In 
those days I saw people in Judah some treading wine presses on 
the Sabbath...” $QG�WKHQ�LQ�Y�����KH�VD\V�� ‘‘In those days I also 
saw men of Judah who had married women from Ashdod…” 
You get the drift? We have to be willing to look and observe and 
VHH�UHDOLW\��6R�RIWHQ�ZH�GHYHORS�D�ŃGRQłW�DVN�GRQłW�WHOOń�DWWLWXGH��
/LNH�SDUHQWV�ZKR�VD\��Ń,�SUHIHU�not�WR�NQRZ�ZKDWłV�JRLQJ�RQ�LQ�
P\�NLGłV�OLIH�ń�7KHUH�DUH�VRPH�SDVWRUV�ZKR�NHHS�WKHLU�H\HV�VKXW�WR�
WKH�UHDOLW\�RI�VLQ�LQ�D�FKXUFK�EHFDXVH�WKH\łUH�MXVW�WLUHG�RI�GHDOLQJ�
with it.

He dealt with the wrong ruthlessly
The second thing Nehemiah did was deal with wrongs ruthlessly. 
/RRN�KRZ�KH�GHDOW�ZLWK�7RELDK�LQ�YHUVHV��ŋ��

I was greatly displeased and threw all Tobiah’s 
household goods out of the room. I gave orders to 
purify the rooms, and then I put back into them 
the equipment of the house of God, with the grain 
offerings and the incense.

+HłV�PDG��+H�JRHV� LQWR�7RELDKłV� VXLWH� DQG�EHJLQV� WKURZLQJ�DOO�
KLV�JRRGV�RXW�LQWR�WKH�VWUHHW��,VQłW�WKDW�JUHDW��7KLV�LV�OLNH�D�VSULQJ�
KRXVHFOHDQLQJ��,�ZLVK�ZH�FRXOG�KDYH�VHHQ�7RELDKłV�IDFH�ZKHQ�KH�
UHWXUQHG�KRPH�WR�ğQG�DOO�KLV�EHORQJLQJV� OLWWHUHG� LQ� WKH�VWUHHWV�
DQG�WKH�ORFNV�FKDQJHG��1HKHPLDK�DOVR�JDYH�DQ�RUGHU�WR�ŃFOHDQVH�
WKH�URRPV�ń�7KDWłV�OLNH�IXPLJDWLRQ��1HKHPLDKłV�QRW�D�YHU\�QLFH�
JX\�KHUH��LV�KH"�+H�GLGQłW�JR�WR�KLV�IULHQGV�DQG�VD\��Ń*HH��PD\EH�
ZH�VKRXOG�SUD\�DERXW�WKLV�VLWXDWLRQ�ZLWK�7RELDK�ń�+H�GLGQłW�JR�WR�
7RELDK�DQG�VD\��Ń*HH��ZRXOG�\RX�FRQVLGHU�OHDYLQJ�E\�WKH�HQG�RI�
WKH�PRQWK"ń�+H�ZHQW�LQ�WKHUH�DQG�VDLG��Ń+DXO�WKH�VWXII�RXW��*HW�
rid of the guy!” 

%XW� WKDWłV�QRW�DOO��/RRN�KRZ�KH�GHDOW�ZLWK� WKH�QH[W� WZR� LVVXHV��
:KHQ�KH�GLVFRYHUHG�*RGłV�KRXVH�ZDVQłW�EHLQJ�SURYLGHG�IRU�ORRN�
ZKDW�KH�GRHV�LQ�YHUVHV���ŋ���

6R�,�UHEXNHG�WKH�RIğFLDOV�DQG�DVNHG�WKHP��Ń:K\�LV�
the house of God neglected?” Then I called them 
together and stationed them at their posts.

All Judah brought the tithes of grain, new wine 
and olive oil into the storerooms. I put Shelemiah 
the priest, Zadok the scribe, and a Levite named 
Pedaiah in charge of the storerooms and made 
Hanan son of Zakkur, the son of Mattaniah, their 
assistant, because they were considered trust-
worthy. They were made responsible for distrib-
uting the supplies to their fellow Levites.

Do you think he did that with a gentle voice? Does this sound like 
KHłV�SXOOLQJ�SXQFKHV"�1R�ZD\��+H�JHWV�LQ�WKHLU�IDFH�DQG�OD\V�WKH�
UHVSRQVLELOLW\�ULJKW�DW�WKHLU�IHHW��+H�VD\V��Ń7KLV�LV�ZURQJ��<RXłYH�
OHW�WKLV�WKLQJ�JR�ń�$JDLQ��KH�ŁV�QRW�ZLQQLQJ�DQ\�SRSXODULW\�FRQ-
tests here. He does the same thing with the Sabbath problem. 
+H�UHSULPDQGV�WKHP�LQ�YHUVHV���ŋ����6DPH�WDFWOHVV�DSSURDFK��

I rebuked the nobles of Judah and said to them, 
Ń:KDW� LV� WKLV�ZLFNHG� WKLQJ�\RX�DUH�GRLQJŌGHVH-
crating the Sabbath day? Didn’t your ancestors do 
the same things, so that our God brought all this 
calamity on us and on this city? Now you are stir-
ring up more wrath against Israel by desecrating 
the Sabbath.” When evening shadows fell on the 
gates of Jerusalem before the Sabbath, I ordered 
the doors to be shut and not opened until the 
Sabbath was over. I stationed some of my own 
men at the gates so that no load could be brought 
in on the Sabbath day.

7KHQ�KHUHłV�P\�IDYRULWH��<RXłOO�ORYH�WKLV��/RRN�KRZ�KH�GHDOV�ZLWK�
WKH�PL[HG�PDUULDJHV�LQ�Y�����

I rebuked them and called curses down on them. I 
beat some of the men and pulled out their hair. I 
made them take an oath in God’s name and said: 
Ń<RX�DUH�QRW�WR�JLYH�\RXU�GDXJKWHUV�LQ�PDUULDJH�WR�
their sons, nor are you to take their daughters in 
marriage for your sons or for yourselves.”

How do you like that? Does this sound like a guy running for 
PD\RU"�)LUVW��KH�FXUVHV�VRPH�RI�WKHP�DQG�WKHQ�KH�NQRFNV�D�IHZ�
RI�WKHP�DURXQG��)LQDOO\��KH�SXOOV�RXW�VRPH�RI�WKHLU�KDLU��,WłV�OLNHO\�
WKLV� ZDV� VRPH� NLQG� RI� MXGLFLDO� SXQLVKPHQW� ZKLFK� 1HKHPLDK�
ZDV�DOORZHG�WR�DGPLQLVWHU�DV�JRYHUQRU��EXW�VWLOO��KHłV�PDG��KHłV�
a tornado!

1RWLFH�DOVR� LQ�HDFK�VLWXDWLRQ�KH�FRQIURQWHG�KH�GLGQłW� MXVW�FRQ-
GHPQ� WKH�ZURQJ��EXW�KH�DOVR�SXW�XS� VDIHJXDUGV� IRU�ZKDW�ZDV�
ULJKW� WR� EH� SUDFWLFHG��+H� QRW� RQO\� FOHDQVHG� 7RELDKłV� ROG� URRP�
but he also put back the equipment of the house of God. He ap-
pointed reliable men to oversee the distribution of the tithes. 
7R�PDLQWDLQ�WKH�6DEEDWK��KH�KDG�WKH�JDWHV�WR�WKH�FLW\�VKXW�DQG�
VWDWLRQHG�JXDUGV�WR�NHHS�WKH�PHUFKDQWV�RXW��,Q�WKH�FDVHV�RI�LQ-
WHUPDUULDJH��KH�PDGH�WKHP�WDNH�DQ�RDWK�QRW�WR�GR�LW��,WłV�DOZD\V�
wise to set up safeguards that will keep us on track. 



7KLV�PHVVDJH�IURP�6FULSWXUH�ZDV�SUHDFKHG�RQ�6XQGD\��$XJXVW����������DW�&HQWUDO�3HQLQVXOD�&KXUFK
�����6KHOO�%RXOHYDUG�_�)RVWHU�&LW\�&$�������_��������������_�ZZZ�FSFZHE�RUJ��$GGLWLRQDO�FRSLHV�DYDLODEOH�RQ�UHTXHVW�
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:KDW�GR�ZH�GR�ZLWK�DOO�WKLV"�:RXOG�\RX�KDYH�HQMR\HG�VSHQGLQJ�
DQ�HYHQLQJ�ZLWK�WKLV�JX\"�'RHV�KH�MXVW�FRPH�RQ�D�ELW�WRR�VWURQJ�
IRU� \RX"� ,V� WKLV� MXVW� DQ�ROG� FURWFKHW\�PDQ�ZLWK� D� VKRUW� IXVH"� ,�
GRQłW�EHOLHYH�VR�� ,�EHOLHYH�ZKDW�ZH�VHH�KHUH� LV�]HDO�� ,WłV�QRW�WKH�
self-absorbed resentment or personal hostility of a wounded 
PDQ��7KLV� LV� WKH�DFWLRQ�RI�D�]HDORXV�VHUYDQW�RI�*RG� LQ�WKH�IDFH�
RI�VFDQGDORXV�LUUHYHUHQFH��<HV��1HKHPLDK�ZDV�DFWLQJ�ZLWKLQ�KLV�
RZQ�FXOWXUDO�FRQWH[W��,�GRQłW�UHFRPPHQG�\RX�SXOO�RXW�SHRSOHłV�
KDLU��EXW� WKHUHłV�D�SODFH� IRU� WKLV�NLQG�RI�]HDO�DQG�GUDVWLF�DFWLRQ�
today. While Jesus was incredibly gentle with those who were 
EURNHQ��KH�DOVR�FOHDQVHG�WKH�WHPSOH�ZLWK�D�ZKLS��-RKQ�H[SODLQHG�
WKDW�E\�TXRWLQJ�IURP�WKH�2OG�7HVWDPHQW��“Zeal for your house will 
consume me”��-RKQ�����E���&KXFN�6ZLQGROO�VD\V��Ń,�KDYH�QHYHU�
NQRZQ�DQ\RQH�ZKR�XSURRWHG�D�GHHS�VHDWHG�ZURQJ�ZLWKRXW�ğUVW�
EHFRPLQJ�VXIğFLHQWO\�DQJU\�ń

%XW� ZHłUH� XQFRPIRUWDEOH� ZLWK� ]HDO�� HVSHFLDOO\� LQ� WKH� FKXUFK��
7RGD\�ZHłG�VHQG�1HKHPLDK�WR�JHW�KHOS�WR�ğQG�RXW�ZKDW�WKH�UHDO�
URRW�RI�KLV�DQJHU�LV��:HłYH�HOHYDWHG�WZR�WKLQJV�IDU�WRR�PXFK�LQ�
RXU�VRFLHW\�DQG�WKDWłV�VHHSHG�LQWR�WKH�FKXUFK��EHLQJ�WROHUDQW�DQG�
being nice. We look at Nehemiah and he was neither tolerant 
QRU�QLFH��+H�ZDVQłW�WROHUDQW�EHFDXVH�KH�EHOLHYHG�LQ�WKH�DEVROXWHV�
RI� *RGłV� ZRUG�� $QG� KH� ZDVQłW� QLFH� EHFDXVH� \RX� FDQłW� DOZD\V�
URRW�RXW�VLQ�E\�EHLQJ�QLFH��$JDLQ��,�OLNH�ZKDW�-�,��3DFNHU�VD\V��Ń7KH�
DVVXPSWLRQ�� VR�FRPPRQ�WRGD\�� WKDW�QLFHQHVV� LV� WKH�HVVHQFH�RI�
JRRGQHVV�QHHGV�WR�EH�H[SORGHG�ń�-HVXV�ZDV�JRRG�EXW�KH�ZDVQłW�
always nice. He called certain people poisonous snakes. He said 
WKLQJV�OLNH��Ń,I�\RXU�H\H�PDNHV�\RX�VWXPEOH�SOXFN�LW�RXW�ń�6RXQGV�
OLNH�]HDO�WR�PH��EXW�OLVWHQ�WR�ZKDW�3DXO�VD\V�LQ�5RPDQV��“Never be 
lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord” 
�5RP���������

He looked to God in prayer
7KHUHłV� RQH� PRUH� WKLQJ� WR� QRWLFH� LQ� WKLV� FKDSWHU� DERXW� KRZ�
1HKHPLDK� GHDOW�ZLWK� FRPSURPLVH�� ,Q� KLV� ]HDO�� KH�ZDVQłW� VHOI�
reliant but God-reliant. We see this in four brief prayers in verses 
������������DQG����

Remember me for this, my God, and do not blot out 
what I have so faithfully done for the house of my 
God and its services.

Then I commanded the Levites to purify them-
selves and go and guard the gates in order to keep 
the Sabbath day holy.

Remember me for this also, my God, and show 
mercy to me according to your great love.

Remember�WKHP��P\�*RG��EHFDXVH�WKH\�GHğOHG�WKH�
SULHVWO\�RIğFH�DQG�WKH�FRYHQDQW�RI�WKH�SULHVWKRRG�
and of the Levites.

I also made provision for contributions of wood at 
GHVLJQDWHG�WLPHV��DQG�IRU�WKH�ğUVW�IUXLWV�

Remember me with favor, my God.

1RWLFH�LQ�HDFK�RQH�KH�DGGUHVVHV�WKH�/RUG��Ń0\�*RG�ń�VKRZLQJ�WKH�
NLQG�RI�LQWLPDF\�KH�HQMR\HG�ZLWK�WKH�/RUG��7KUHH�RI�WKHVH�DUH�D�
request for God to remember�KLP�IRU�ZKDW�KHłV�GRQH��

:KDW� GR�ZH� GR�ZLWK� WKLV"� 7KHVH� SUD\HUV� DOPRVW� VHHP� VHOğVK��
WRR�IRFXVHG�RQ�KLV�RZQ�ZRUNV��LWłV�OLNH�KHłV�ERDVWLQJ�EHIRUH�WKH�
/RUG�� %XW� ,�ZRQGHU� LI� SHUKDSV� WKHVH� SUD\HUV� GLVDSSRLQW� XV� EH-
FDXVH�ZHłUH� MXVW�QRW�DV�KRQHVW�DQG�]HDORXV�DV�KLP�� ,�ZRQGHU� LI�
WKHUHłV�QRW�D� UHDO� VSLULWXDOLW\�KHUH� WKDW�VRPHKRZ�ZHłYH�PLVVHG�
out on.  

,�WKLQN�RI�ZKHQ�P\�NLGV�ZHUH�\RXQJ��7KH\�ORYHG�WR�GR�WKLQJV�DQG�
VD\��Ń:DWFK��'DG��/RRN�DW�ZKDW�,łP�GRLQJ�ń�,V�WKDW�ZURQJ"�$V�D�
IDWKHU�� ,�ZDQWHG� WR�ZDWFK�� ,łP� JODG� WKH\�ZDQWHG�P\� DSSURYDO��
7KDWłV�ZKDW�1HKHPLDK�GRHV�KHUH��+H�VD\V� WR� WKH�/RUG�� Ń:DWFK�
PH��/RUG��1R�RQH�HOVH�VHHPV�WR�FDUH��EXW�,�NQRZ�\RX�GR�ń�7KDWłV�
WKH�KHDUW�RI�D�FKLOG�ZKR�ZDQWV�WR�SOHDVH�KLV�KHDYHQO\�)DWKHU�DQG�
KHDU�KLV��Ń:HOO�GRQH�ń�

7KH�DPD]LQJ�WKLQJ�WR�PH�LV�WKH�ERRN�RI�1HKHPLDK�HQGV�RQ�WKLV�
QRWH� RI� SUD\HU�� ,W� HQGV�ZLWK�1HKHPLDK� ORRNLQJ� WR�*RG� IRU� KLV�
UHZDUG��Ń5HPHPEHU�PH�ZLWK�IDYRU��P\�*RG�ń�,W�UHPLQGV�PH�RI�
VRPHWKLQJ�3DXO�ZURWH�LQ���&RULQWKLDQV��������“Therefore, my dear 
EURWKHUV�DQG�VLVWHUV��VWDQG�ğUP��/HW�QRWKLQJ�PRYH�\RX��$OZD\V�
give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know 
that your labor in the Lord is not in vain.”�,łG�VD\�1HKHPLDK�ZDV�
D�PDQ�ZKR�JDYH�KLPVHOI�IXOO\�WR�WKH�ZRUN�RI�WKH�/RUG��ZRXOGQłW�
\RX"�$QG�KHUH�KH�MXVW�SUD\V��Ń/RUG��GRQłW�OHW�P\�ODERU�EH�LQ�YDLQ��
5HPHPEHU�ZKDW�,łYH�GRQH�KHUH�ń�,�WKLQN�KH�KDG�D�VHQVH�KH�PLJKW�
EH�ğJKWLQJ�D�ORVLQJ�EDWWOH��WKDW�WKH�QH[W�WLPH�KH�OHIW�-HUXVDOHP�
WKH�VDPH�WKLQJ�ZRXOG�KDSSHQ��EXW�KH�FRPPLWV�KLV�FDXVH�DQG�KLV�
work to God.  

7R�EH�KRQHVW�� WKH�ERRN�NLQG�RI�HQGV�RQ�WKDW�QRWH�ZLWK�D�WKXG��
:RXOGQłW� LW�KDYH�EHHQ� IDU�EHWWHU� LI�1HKHPLDK�HQGHG� WKH�ERRN�
ZLWK�WKH�GHGLFDWLRQ�RI�WKH�7HPSOH�DQG�DOO�WKH�UHMRLFLQJ�WKDW�ZHQW�
ZLWK�LW�LQ�FKDSWHU���"�,QVWHDG�ZH�JHW�WKLV�IHHOLQJ�DOO�WKDW�ZDV�DF-
FRPSOLVKHG�LQ�WKH�ERRN�PLJKW�QRW�ODVW��$QG��E\�WKH�ZD\��LW�GLGQłW�
ODVW��,W�ZRXOGQłW�EH�ORQJ�EHIRUH�WKH�ZDOOV�DQG�7HPSOH�ZRXOG�DJDLQ�
EH�WRUQ�GRZQ�E\�,VUDHOłV�HQHPLHV��7KLV�UHPLQGV�XV�WKH�ROG�FRY-
HQDQW�EDVHG�RQ�WKH�ODZ�GLGQłW�ZRUN��:H�QHHG�PRUH�WKDQ�D�JUHDW�
leader like Nehemiah; we need more than rules and regulations. 
We need a Savior. We need a new covenant. What sinful people 
like us needed was a whole new arrangement where someone 
HOVH�ZRXOG�IXOğOO�WKH�GHPDQGV�RI�WKH�ODZ��DQG�ZKHUH�KHłG�ZULWH�
his law on our hearts and place his Spirit within us so we could 
walk in loving obedience to him.  

7KDWłV�ZKDW�ZH�KDYH� LQ�-HVXV��:H�KDYH�RQH�ZKR�NHSW�WKH� ODZ�
ZH�FRXOGQłW�NHHS�DQG�ZH�KDYH�RQH�ZKR�GLHG�WR�EH�RXU�6DYLRU��
$QG�DOO�RI�WKDW�VKRXOG�PDNH�RXU�]HDO�HYHQ�JUHDWHU��/LNH�WKH�ROG�
K\PQ�VD\V��Ń/RYH�VR�DPD]LQJ��VR�GLYLQH��GHPDQGV�P\�VRXO��P\�
OLIH��P\�DOO�ń�

This manuscript represents the bulk of what was preached at CPC. For further detail, 
please refer to the audio recording of this sermon.


