
Therefore, brothers and sisters, since we have con-
ğGHQFH�WR�HQWHU�WKH�0RVW�+RO\�3ODFH�E\�WKH�EORRG�
RI� -HVXV�� E\� D� QHZ� DQG� OLYLQJ�ZD\� RSHQHG� IRU� XV�
WKURXJK�WKH�FXUWDLQ��WKDW�LV��KLV�ERG\��DQG�VLQFH�ZH�
KDYH�D�JUHDW�SULHVW�RYHU� WKH�KRXVH�RI�*RG�� OHW�XV�
GUDZ�QHDU�WR�*RG�ZLWK�D�VLQFHUH�KHDUW�DQG�ZLWK�WKH�
IXOO�DVVXUDQFH�WKDW�IDLWK�EULQJV��KDYLQJ�RXU�KHDUWV�
VSULQNOHG� WR� FOHDQVH� XV� IURP� D� JXLOW\� FRQVFLHQFH�
DQG� KDYLQJ� RXU� ERGLHV�ZDVKHG�ZLWK� SXUH�ZDWHU��
/HW�XV�KROG�XQVZHUYLQJO\�WR�WKH�KRSH�ZH�SURIHVV��
IRU�KH�ZKR�SURPLVHG�LV�IDLWKIXO��$QG�OHW�XV�FRQVLGHU�
KRZ�ZH�PD\�VSXU�RQH�DQRWKHU�RQ�WRZDUG�ORYH�DQG�
JRRG� GHHGV�� QRW� JLYLQJ� XS� PHHWLQJ� WRJHWKHU�� DV�
VRPH� DUH� LQ� WKH� KDELW� RI� GRLQJ�� EXW� HQFRXUDJLQJ�
RQH�DQRWKHUŌDQG�DOO�WKH�PRUH�DV�\RX�VHH�WKH�'D\�
DSSURDFKLQJ��+HEUHZV�����������

This section of scripture is describing God’s plan for your vibrant 

life. In his commentary on Hebrews, FF Bruce says that “this sec-

tion of scripture provides the practical implications of all that has 

been accomplished for us by Christ.” Those practical implications 

can translate themselves into a vibrant life. 

• $�OLIH�ğOOHG�ZLWK�SXUSRVH�

• $�OLIH�ğOOHG�ZLWK�PHDQLQJIXO�UHODWLRQVKLSV�

• A life freed of pointless business 

• A life that’s characterized by grace instead of harshness 

• A life that’s like Jesus 

Isn’t that what all of us want? 

Today we’re going to cover how each of us can experience this: 

God’s plan for your vibrant life. To get us started, this vibrant life 

is only possible for VIPs. 

Therefore, brothers and sisters, since we have 
FRQğGHQFH� WR� HQWHU� WKH�0RVW� +RO\� 3ODFH� E\� WKH�
EORRG�RI� -HVXV�� E\� D� QHZ�DQG� OLYLQJ�ZD\� RSHQHG�
IRU�XV�WKURXJK�WKH�FXUWDLQ��WKDW� LV��KLV�ERG\��DQG�
VLQFH�ZH�KDYH�D�JUHDW�SULHVW�RYHU�WKH�KRXVH�RI�*RG��
�YHUVHV��������

This VIP access is given to brothers and sisters; the local church is 

being addressed here—men and women who have placed their 

faith in Jesus as the Savior and Lord of the universe. They con-

ğGHQWO\�HQWHU�WKH�Ń0RVW�+RO\�3ODFH�ń�D�UHIHUHQFH�WR�WKH�+RO\�RI�
Holies in the Old Testament temple. The very presence of God. 

:H�KDYH�WKH�SULYLOHJH�WR�FRQğGHQWO\�HQWHU�WKH�SUHVHQFH�RI�*RG�
“by the blood of Jesus.” It is only by this that a person is given 

access to this very exclusive and separate place. That’s where I 

JHW�WKH�LGHD�WKDW�WKLV�LV�IRU�9,3V��0RUH�DERXW�WKDW�LQ�D�PRPHQWĽ�

Verse 20 describes this new life we live as made possible through 

the body of Jesus. We enter this exclusive place through Jesus’ 

body just like the priests in the Old Testament entered the Holy 

of Holies by passing through a curtain. And verse 21 provides the 

detail that Jesus, the one who grants us access to the VIP area, 

is also functioning as the high priest, the leader of this gathering 

that he’s assembling. 

Ponder for a moment the privileged access Jesus is giving. He is 

JUDQWLQJ�DQ\�IROORZHU�RI�KLV�IXOO�DQG�FRQğGHQW�DFFHVV�WR�WKH�KRO\�
presence of God. Wow! When was the last time you were given 

access to an exclusive experience? 

When I lived in Hermosa Beach Cassie and I were invited to a 

Laker game. We were going to sit in player Kurt Rambis’ seats 

and access to the Wachovia Room was included too. I didn’t 

know what the Wachovia Room was. We got there early. I just 

wanted to sit down, get a hot dog and watch some basketball. 

Our friends kept pestering us to get there early. Finally we re-

lented and arrived a little bit early. 

We were walking toward our seats, getting closer and closer to 

FHQWHU� FRXUW�ZKHQ�P\�SKRQH� ULQJV��0\� IULHQG� LQVWUXFWV�PH� WR�
ZDON�GRZQ�WR�WKH�FRXUWĽ�:H�HQWHU�WKH�:DFKRYLD�5RRP�DQG�,�
immediately realize what an idiot I’d been! I should have arrived 

hours earlier! There was a huge buffet of gourmet food. The 

room was full of famous people—Andy Garcia, Jack Nicholson, 

&DPHURQ�'LD]��7RE\�0F*XLUH��%LOO�2ł5HLOO\��8SRQ�P\�RZQ�PHULWV��
I didn’t belong in this room. I didn’t have the money. I wasn’t 

famous. But I had full and equal VIP access because Kurt Rambis 

gave me his ticket. 

Jesus gives his children even better VIP access. 

Therefore, brothers and sisters, since we have 
FRQğGHQFH� WR� HQWHU� WKH�0RVW� +RO\� 3ODFH� E\� WKH�
EORRG�RI� -HVXV�� E\� D� QHZ�DQG� OLYLQJ�ZD\� RSHQHG�
IRU�XV�WKURXJK�WKH�FXUWDLQ��WKDW� LV��KLV�ERG\��DQG�
VLQFH�ZH�KDYH�D�JUHDW�SULHVW�RYHU�WKH�KRXVH�RI�*RG��
�YHUVHV���ŋ����

We need the constant reminder that we have this VIP access be-

cause it’s human nature to focus on our junk; our failures; our 

inadequacies. Jesus did not give us access to God’s presence so 

we could continually wonder if we belong there. You do belong 

there because he belongs there and he gave you access. Brennan 
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0DQQLQJ� ZURWH�� Ń'HğQH� \RXUVHOI� UDGLFDOO\� DV� RQH� EHORYHG� E\�
God. This is the true self. Every other identity is illusion.”

Because of this VIP access that Jesus has given his followers, there 

are three actions that naturally follow in these verses. 

• 'UDZ�1HDU�WR�*RG�

• +ROG�WR�+RSH�

• 6SXU�2QH�$QRWKHU�2Q�

:KHQ�ZH�SXW�WKHVH�WKUHH�DFWLRQV�WRJHWKHU�ZLWK�IXOO��FRQğGHQW�
access to God’s presence, I believe we live the vibrant life God 

GHVLJQHG�IRU�HDFK�RI�XV��/HWłV�ORRN�DW�WKHVH�DFWLRQV��7KH�ğUVW�RQH�
is to Draw Near to God. 

����OHW�XV�GUDZ�QHDU�WR�*RG�ZLWK�D�VLQFHUH�KHDUW�DQG�
ZLWK� WKH� IXOO� DVVXUDQFH� WKDW� IDLWK� EULQJV�� KDYLQJ�
RXU� KHDUWV� VSULQNOHG� WR� FOHDQVH� XV� IURP� D� JXLOW\�
FRQVFLHQFH� DQG� KDYLQJ� RXU� ERGLHV� ZDVKHG� ZLWK�
SXUH�ZDWHU��Y������

As a result of this amazing VIP access Jesus has given us, draw 

QHDU�WR�*RG�ZLWK�FRQğGHQFH��2XU�IDLWK�VKRXOG�JHQHUDWH�ŃIXOO�DV-
surance.” What does this look like?

When Aidan was 6 years old he and I were having a conversation 

as I was leaving the house for work. 

Dad: “See you later, Aidan. I’m going to work.” 

Aidan: “Sometimes you work all day.” (I think he meant some-

times I work until after his bedtime. The two nights previous 

were like this.) 

Dad: “Yes. But do you know what my favorite time of the day is? 

When I come home to you.” 

$LGDQ��Ń0H�WRR��$FWXDOO\��LWłV�ZKHQ�\RX�JHW�KRPH�DQG�,�UXQ�RXW�WR�
WKH�0XVWDQJ�DQG�RSHQ�\RXU�GRRU�IRU�\RX�ń�

Dad: “I love that too.”

0\�VLPSOH���ZRUG�UHVSRQVH�H[SUHVVHG�DOO�WKH�ORYH�,�KDG�IRU�P\�
son. I had given him full VIP access to my life and my heart. I 

ZDQWHG�KLP�WR�GUDZ�QHDU�WR�PH�ZLWK�IXOO�FRQğGHQFH��$QG�ZKHQ�
he ran to my car, opened my door with no thought except “my 

dad is here,” my heart swelled with satisfaction. 

We have no reason to doubt the legitimacy of our spot in God’s 

presence. We have no reason to hold back giving all of our hearts 

to him. But we do, don’t we? 

It’s like God knows our tendency to forget and doubt so he re-

minds us again that we belong in his presence by saying our guilty 

conscience and bodies have been cleansed. He’s saying, “Don’t 

forget your VIP access. Draw near to God with full assurance.”  

0DNH�QR�PLVWDNH�� QRW� MXVW� DQ\RQH� FDQ�GUDZ�QHDU� WR�*RG�� %XW�
for the person whose heart has been made pure by Jesus he is 

granted full access. Why not open your heart to God and tell him 

that you want to draw near to him? 

7KLV�LV�WKH�ğUVW�DFWLRQ�WKDWłV�SDUW�RI�*RGłV�SODQ�IRU�\RXU�YLEUDQW�
life. The second action is to Hold to Hope. 

/HW�XV�KROG�XQVZHUYLQJO\�WR�WKH�KRSH�ZH�SURIHVV��
IRU�KH�ZKR�SURPLVHG�LV�IDLWKIXO��Y������

As a result of this amazing VIP access Jesus has given us and the 

intimate relationship with have with God, we are instructed to 

hold unswervingly to hope. This is not a casual grip. 

Have you been watching American Ninja Warrior this summer? 

The athletes have crazy strong grip strength. They don’t just 

do pull-ups. They do the Salmon Ladder. They don’t just climb 

monkey bars. They grip small items like doorknobs in order to 

cross over the water. They are holding unswervingly. I know 

you’ve wondered, How long could I hold on? How far could I go? 

I have a pull-up bar in my garage so I tried it out this past week. I 

wanted to know, “how good am I at holding on?” So I tried it out. 

Then Cassie tried it. She is better than me! You know why? She’s 

developed greater grip strength through climbing aerial silks. 

We’re being told here to hold onto the hope of salvation and 

Jesus’ return like that. To hold and keep holding and tenaciously 

grit it out when everything else is telling us to just let go. And 

just like our physical grip strength can be strengthened, so can 

our spiritual grip strength. “Like newborn babies, crave pure 
spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in your salva-
tion” (1 Peter 2:2).

How’s your grip strength? Are you experiencing the vibrant life 

God designed for you with ever increasing spiritual grip strength? 

Built upon the foundation of our VIP access and God’s uncon-

GLWLRQDO� ORYH� WKH�ğUVW� DFWLRQ� WKDWłV� SDUW� RI�*RGłV� SODQ� IRU� \RXU�
vibrant life is to Draw Near to God. The second action is to Hold 

to Hope. The third action is to Spur One Another On. 

$QG�OHW�XV�FRQVLGHU�KRZ�ZH�PD\�VSXU�RQH�DQRWKHU�
RQ� WRZDUG� ORYH� DQG� JRRG� GHHGV�� QRW� JLYLQJ� XS�
PHHWLQJ�WRJHWKHU��DV�VRPH�DUH�LQ�WKH�KDELW�RI�GRLQJ��
EXW�HQFRXUDJLQJ�RQH�DQRWKHUŌDQG�DOO�WKH�PRUH�DV�
\RX�VHH�WKH�'D\�DSSURDFKLQJ��YHUVHV���ŋ����

At this point in our verses for today the “we” aspect becomes a 

ĠDVKLQJ�OLJKW��:H��:H��:H��:H��6R�IDU��WKHUH�KDYH�EHHQ����SOXUDO�
references in these 7 verses. This vibrant life God has designed 

for us is not experienced in isolation but instead within Biblical 

community. It looks like spurring one another on to love and 

good deeds. 

There are lots of ways that our friends, neighbors, family or co-

workers spur us on. You might be spurred on to keep your grass 

green or let your grass turn brown. In this case, we are being 

spurred on to love and good deeds because this is the byproduct 

RI� RXU� ğUVW� DFWLRQŌGUDZLQJ� QHDU� WR� *RG��:KHQ�ZH� DUH� QHDU�
God, he changes us to become more and more like him. And he 

is love and good deeds. 



Two ways of spurring one another on are given: 

���.HHS�PHHWLQJ�WRJHWKHU��$V�EHQHğFLDO�DV�VRFLDO�PHGLD�PLJKW�EH��
it can’t replace the power of being in someone’s presence—wor-

shipping together on Sundays; gathering together to study God’s 

Word and talk about it; a mission trip like the recent Honduras 

trip; gathering together to serve others in Street Church or 

%DFN\DUG�%LEOH�&DPS�RU�6WXGHQW�0LQLVWULHV��GRLQJ�D�SUD\HU�ZDON��
morning coffee—anytime God’s people gather together to talk 

about their lives and talk about God’s truth.

2. Encouraging one another. Encouragement looks like a hug 

when you’re down, a listening ear, positive words spoken. All 

these combine to give support. When someone is encouraging 

you, you feel supported. 

Years ago I attended a fundraiser called Dinner in the Dark. The 

people who attend the event are visually healthy but the event is 

conducted in a near blackout room to immerse us into the life of 

someone who’s blind. It was a fascinating experience. The choir 

of all-blind people was my favorite. 

They entered the room in a people train. Each person putting 

hands on the shoulders of the person in front of them. When 

that person moved, they moved. When they stopped they all 

stopped and bunched together. They touched a lot! 

The people train exhibited group ethics. No one was an individual 

stand out. The train moved slowly to ensure that no one was left 

behind. In fact, arriving with only part of the group would have 

been a disaster! Those left behind would truly have been lost in 

a hallway somewhere. 

Their obvious need reveals to me how needy I am too. I know I 

can’t make it alone, yet sometimes I distance myself. Jean, our 

server for the night, was partially impaired. She said she would 

not have a corrective surgery to improve her eyesight if advance-

ments came. We asked her why. She said she doesn’t want to 

lose her drive to help others. 

All the servers and the choir knew they needed help from one 

another because their impairment was so obvious, so obvious 

they couldn’t live life alone. Brothers and sisters, our impair-

ments are different but no less impactful to living a vibrant God-

centered life. 

God has designed us to live in a people chain. Holding on to one 

another and giving the reassurance “I’m with you. You’re not 

alone.” Slowing down when someone trips. Reminding one an-

other when we forget our VIP access to God’s presence. Cheering 

someone on to hold on to hope. We need one another next to 

us, telling us we can endure more than our minds are telling us. 

Because we forget that our source of everything is drawing near 

to God. 

God designed his people to function interdependently on one 

another. If you are too busy to live this way, you are too busy. 

Sign up for something. Get involved. Contribute. 

The question each of us should consider is this: What can I do 

for my church? 

*RG� KDV� FDOOHG� \RX� KHUH�� DW� WKLV� VSHFLğF� SODFH�� DW� WKLV� VSHFLğF�
time. He’s called you here for a reason. And I guarantee you, it’s 

not just for you to receive. It’s to receive from him, receive from 

one another, and to give.

This manuscript represents the bulk of what was preached at CPC. For further detail, 
please refer to the audio recording of this sermon.
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