
In the fall of 1998, I was a Junior Business major at the University 
of San Francisco. Instead of moving into the Phelan Hall dorms, 
I found myself in Madrid, Spain at St. Louis University, preparing 
to spend four months studying abroad. I was a relatively new 
Christian and had never traveled that far out of the U.S., let alone 
live abroad for that long. I was excited, but scared. Within the 
ğUVW�IHZ�ZHHNV�RI�VFKRRO��DV�IDU�DV�,�FRXOG�WHOO��,�ZDV�WKH�RQO\�PDOH�
Christian student in the entire international school of over 200 
VWXGHQWV��,�PDGH�IULHQGV�TXLFNO\��EHJDQ�P\�VWXGLHV��EXW��OLNH�PRVW�
everyone else, I started to party with my classmates. 

+HUHłV�ZKDW�\RX�PD\�QRW�NQRZ�DERXW�6SDLQ��7KH\�ORYH�WR�SDUW\��
It’s very typical for Spanish young people to start the night 
�7KXUVGD\�6XQGD\�� DW� PLGQLJKW� DQG� QRW� JHW� KRPH� IURP� WKH�
FOXEV�DQG�EDUV�XQWLO���DP�LQ�WKH�PRUQLQJ��,Q�0DGULG��PRVW�SDUNV�
ZHUH�WXUQHG�LQWR�ŃERWHOORQHV�ń�%DVLFDOO\�\RXQJ�SHRSOH�ĠRRG�LQWR�
WKH�SDUNV�DQG�GULQN�DOO�QLJKW��6SDLQ�LV�D�EHDXWLIXO�FRXQWU\�EXW�LWłV�
DOVR�D�VSLULWXDOO\�GDUN�SODFH��0RVW�6SDQLDUGV�LGHQWLI\�WKHPVHOYHV�
with the Roman Catholic Church but only a small percentage of 
those actually practice their faith. And that’s where I found my�
VHOI��$EURDG��RQ�P\�RZQ� IRU� WKH�ğUVW� WLPH��ZLWK�RQH�&KULVWLDQ�
friend and no Christian church or community. It wasn’t long be�
fore my faith began to shrivel. I wanted to honor God and serve 
+LP��EXW�WKH�RGGV�VHHPHG�VWDFNHG�DJDLQVW�PH��

%XW�RQH�GD\�,�QRWLFHG�D�ĠLHU�LQ�RXU�VFKRROłV�FDIHWHULD�LQYLWLQJ�VWX�
dents to a Bible study put on by the International Fellowship of 
(YDQJHOLFDO�6WXGHQWV��,�FRXOGQłW�EHOLHYH�P\�H\HV��,�ZDV�VR�H[FLWHG�
WR�ğQDOO\�KHDU�DERXW� VRPHWKLQJ� OLNH� WKDW��6R� ,� WRRN� WKH�PHWUR��
45 minutes away, to attend the Bible study. It was there that I 
PHW�VHYHUDO�,)(6�VWDII�ZRUNHUV�DQG�D�KDQGIXO�RI�RWKHU�FROOHJH�DJH�
VWXGHQWV�WKDW�ZHUH�DOO�WU\LQJ�WR�VHHN�*RG�WRJHWKHU��6RRQ�DIWHU��,�
IRXQG�WKH�RQO\�(QJOLVK�VSHDNLQJ�FKXUFK� LQ�0DGULG��DQRWKHU����
minute metro commute, and began attending services there. I 
can’t tell you how incredibly encouraging it was for me to meet 
with and have fellowship with other Christians at that time in 
P\�OLIH��,�ZDV�GHVSHUDWH�IRU�WKDW�NLQG�RI�HQFRXUDJHPHQW�IRU�P\�
faith. Honestly, if it wasn’t for those two Christian communities, 
I am not sure I would have made it out of Madrid with my faith 
still intact. 

+DYH�\RX�HYHU�KDG�WKDW�NLQG�RI�H[SHULHQFH�LQ�\RXU�RZQ�OLIH"�+DYH�
you ever met with another Christian, or attended a Bible study, 
or gone to a prayer meeting and left incredibly encouraged and 
ğOOHG�XS"�/HIW�WKLQNLQJ��Ń7KDW�LV�H[DFWO\�ZKDW�,�QHHGHG�ń�0D\EH�

\RX�DUH�KHUH�WKLV�PRUQLQJ�DQG�WKDWłV�ZKDW�\RX�DUH�ORRNLQJ�IRU��
<RXłUH�GLVFRXUDJHG��ORQHO\�DQG�ORRNLQJ�IRU�D�FRPPXQLW\�RI�IDLWK�
to support you. Or maybe you’re just discouraged and don’t 
NQRZ�ZKDW� \RX� FDQ�GR� DERXW� LW�� ,Q� WKHVH� YHUVHV�ZH� DUH� JRLQJ�
to see the second part of Paul’s introduction to the churches in 
Rome. And it’s here we learn how even the great Apostle needed 
encouragement for his faith and longed for fellowship with 
other Christians. In these verses, he prays for the Roman be�
OLHYHUV��H[SUHVVHV�KLV�GHVLUH�WR�VSHQG�WLPH�ZLWK�WKHP��DQG�ğQDOO\��
tells them about his obligation to preach the gospel. Let’s read 
5RPDQV��������

First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for all 
of you, because your faith is being reported all 
over the world. God, whom I serve in my spirit in 
preaching the gospel of his Son, is my witness how 
constantly I remember you in my prayers at all 
times; and I pray that now at last by God’s will the 
way may be opened for me to come to you.

I long to see you so that I may impart to you some 
spiritual gift to make you strong— that is, that you 
and I may be mutually encouraged by each other’s 
faith. I do not want you to be unaware, brothers 
and sisters, that I planned many times to come to 
you (but have been prevented from doing so until 
now) in order that I might have a harvest among 
you, just as I have had among the other Gentiles.

I am obligated both to Greeks and non-Greeks, 
both to the wise and the foolish. That is why I am 
so eager to preach the gospel also to you who are 
in Rome.

Paul’s Prayer for Roman Believers 
3DXO�EHJLQV�WKLV�VHFWLRQ�E\�ğUVW�WKDQNLQJ�*RG�IRU�DOO�WKH�EHOLHYHUV�
LQ�5RPH��+H�VSHFLğFDOO\�WKDQNV�*RG�IRU�WKHLU�UHSXWDWLRQ�RI�IDLWK��
3DXO�DFWXDOO\�GLGQłW�VWDUW�WKH�FKXUFK�LQ�5RPH��0RVW�OLNHO\��DIWHU�
WKH� HYHQWV� RI� 3HQWHFRVW� LQ� WKH� ERRN� RI� $FWV�� -HZLVK�&KULVWLDQV�
started a church in Rome and began to spread the message that 
-HVXV� LV� WKH� ORQJ� DZDLWHG�0HVVLDK�� $QG� LW� GLGQłW� WDNH� ORQJ� IRU�
&KULVWLDQLW\�WR�EHFRPH�HVWDEOLVKHG�LQ�WKH�JUHDW�FLW\�RI�5RPH��7KH�
EHOLHYHUV� WKHUH�JUHZ� LQ�QXPEHU�DQG�ZHUH�PRVW� OLNHO\�PHHWLQJ�
in several house churches by the time of Paul’s writing. Paul 
has heard multiple reports about the incredible faith of the 
Roman church and what they were doing there. People all over 
ŃWKH�ZRUOGńŌWKH�NQRZQ�ZRUOG�DW�WKDW�WLPHŌKDYH�VSUHDG�JRRG�

series:�5RPDQV��8QDVKDPHG�ō8QGHVHUYHG�ō�8QVWRSSDEOH

Central 
Peninsula
Church

…to make and mature more followers of Christ

How to Stay Encouraged

Romans 1:8–15

Rob Hall

September 20, 2015



Christian “gossip” about what God is doing in and through the 
5RPDQ�FKXUFK��3DXO�WKDQNV�*RG�IRU�WKHP��

Because of the encouraging reports, Paul is moved to pray for 
them. He was led to pray often for the believers in Rome. He says 
KH�ŃFRQVWDQWO\ń�DQG�ŃDW�DOO� WLPHVń�SUD\V� IRU� WKHP�� ,�GRQłW� WKLQN�
3DXO�LV�JLYLQJ�OLS�VHUYLFH�KHUH��<RX�NQRZ�KRZ�ZH�GR�WKDW�DURXQG�
FKXUFK��ULJKW"�6DGO\��,�VD\�DOO�WKH�WLPH�Ń,łOO�SUD\�IRU�\RXń�DQG�WKHQ�
JR�DERXW�P\�ZHHN�WRWDOO\�IRUJHWWLQJ�WR�SUD\�IRU�WKDW�SHUVRQ�RU�
WKDW�QHHG��<RX�GR�LW�WRR��7KLV�LV�WKH�UHDVRQ�ZK\�,�WU\�WR�NHHS�D�
prayer journal and do my best to pray for the requests that come 
P\�ZD\��EHFDXVH�,�IRUJHW��1RW�3DXO��+H�VD\V��Ń*RG�LV�P\�ZLWQHVV�ń�
And all throughout his letters, you see Paul’s heart for the church 
and his prayers for them. 

Not only is Paul praying for the church in Rome, but he tells them 
WKDW�KH�LV�SUD\LQJ�VSHFLğFDOO\�IRU�DQ�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�YLVLW�WKHP��+H�
doesn’t assume it’s God’s will for him to visit Rome, nor does he 
FODLP�WR�NQRZ�ZKDW�*RGłV�ZLOO�LV��,QVWHDG��LQ�SUD\HU��KH�IXOO\�VXE�
PLWV�WR�*RGłV�ZLOO��ZKDWHYHU�WKDW�PD\�EH��:H�GRQłW�NQRZ�ZK\�
Paul had never been to Rome. Most scholars believe he has been 
too busy planting churches and preaching the Gospel east of 
5RPH�DQG�MXVW�KDVQłW�KDG�WKH�WLPH�WR�PDNH�LW�WKHUH��:HłOO�OHDUQ�
ODWHU�LQ�FKDSWHU����RI�KLV�SODQV�WR�ğQDOO\�WUDYHO�WR�5RPH�HQURXWH�
to Spain. 

6R��ZKDW�FDQ�ZH�OHDUQ�IURP�WKLV�VKRUW�SUD\HU"�6HYHUDO�WKLQJV��)RU�
one, the faith of Roman Christians were a source of encourage�
PHQW�IRU�3DXO��7KLV�ZDV�D�JUDWHIXO�DQG�WKDQNIXO�SUD\HU��+DV�DQ\�
RQHłV�IDLWK�HYHU�LQVSLUHG�\RX"�:KR�LQ�\RXU�OLIH�KDYH�\RX�ORRNHG�
XS�WR�DQG�EHHQ�HQFRXUDJHG�E\�WKHLU�IDLWK"�b3DXO�ZDV�HQFRXUDJHG�
DQG�XSOLIWHG�E\�WKH�UHSRUWV�KH�KHDUG�FRPLQJ�RXW�RI�5RPH��7KLV�
OHG�KLP� WR�SUD\� DQG�EH� WKDQNIXO� IRU�*RGłV�ZRUN� LQ�5RPH��:H�
too need people in our lives who have “contagious faith.” People 
who encourage us to press on and to live courageously. People 
ZKR�ZH� VD\�� Ń0DQ�� ,� ZDQW� WR� OLYH� OLNH� WKDW�ń�:KRVH� IDLWK� KDV�
HQFRXUDJHG�\RX� ODWHO\"�+RZ�FDQ�\RX� WKDQN�*RG� IRU� WKHP�WKLV�
ZHHN"�,I�\RX�QHHG�WR�EH�HQFRXUDJHG�E\�VRPHRQHłV�IDLWK��SLFN�XS�
D�JRRG�ELRJUDSK\�RQ�VRPHRQH�OLNH�:LOOLDP�:LOEHUIRUFH��&RUULH�
7HQ� %RRP�RU�'LHWULFK� %RQKRHIIHU�� 7UXVW�PH�� \RXłOO� EH� HQFRXU�
aged by their incredible stories of courageous faith.

,�UHDG�D�VWRU\�MXVW�WKLV�ZHHN�WKDW�HQFRXUDJHG�P\�RZQ�IDLWK��7KHUH�
ZDV� D� IURQW�SDJH� DUWLFOH� LQ� WKH�San Francisco Chronicle about a 
PHWUR�WUDQVLW�RSHUDWRU�QDPHG�/LQGD�:LOVRQ�$OOHQ��6KH�ORYHV�WKH�
people who ride her bus, learns their names, and waits for them 
LI� WKH\łUH� ODWH�DQG� WKHQ�PDNHV�XS� WKH� WLPH� ODWHU�RQ�KHU� URXWH��
A woman in her eighties named Ivy had some heavy grocery 
bags and was struggling with them. So Linda got out of her bus 
driver’s seat to carry Ivy’s grocery bags onto the bus. Now Ivy lets 
other buses pass her stop so she can ride on Linda’s bus.

2QH�GD\�/LQGD�VDZ�D�ZRPDQ�QDPHG�7DQ\D�ZDLWLQJ�DW�D�EXV�VWRS��
6KH� FRXOG� WHOO� 7DQ\D�ZDV�QHZ� WR� WKH� DUHD� DQG� VKH�ZDV� ORVW�� ,W�

ZDV� DOPRVW� 7KDQNVJLYLQJ�� VR� /LQGD� VDLG� WR� 7DQ\D�� Ń<RXłUH� RXW�
KHUH� DOO� E\� \RXUVHOI�� <RX� GRQłW� NQRZ� DQ\ERG\�� &RPH� RQ� RYHU�
IRU�7KDQNVJLYLQJ�DQG�NLFN�LW�ZLWK�PH�DQG�WKH�NLGV�ń�1RZ�WKH\łUH�
friends. Linda has built such a little community of blessing on the 
bus that passengers offer Linda the use of their vacation homes. 
7KH\�EULQJ�KHU�SRWWHG�SODQWV�DQG�ĠRZHUV��:KHQ�SHRSOH�IRXQG�
RXW�VKH� OLNHV�WR�ZHDU�VFDUYHV�WR�DFFHVVRUL]H�KHU�XQLIRUPV�� WKH\�
started giving them as presents to Linda as well.

7KLQN�DERXW�ZKDW�D�WKDQNOHVV�WDVN�GULYLQJ�D�EXV�FDQ�ORRN�OLNH�LQ�
6DQ� )UDQFLVFRŌFUDQN\� SDVVHQJHUV�� HQJLQH� EUHDNGRZQV�� WUDIğF�
MDPV��JXP�RQ�WKH�VHDWV��<RX�DUH�SUREDEO\�WKLQNLQJ��+RZ�GRHV�VKH�
KDYH�WKLV�DWWLWXGH"�+HUHłV�ZKDW�WKH�Chronicle writes, “Her mood 
LV�VHW�DW������$�0��ZKHQ�VKH�JHWV�GRZQ�RQ�KHU�NQHHV�WR�SUD\�IRU�
���PLQXWHV�ń�:K\�GRHV�VKH�SUD\"�7KH�DUWLFOH�TXRWHV�KHU��ŃŁ7KHUH�
LV�D�ORW�WR�WDON�DERXW�ZLWK�WKH�/RUG�łń

:KHQ�VKH�JHWV�WR�WKH�HQG�RI�KHU�OLQH��VKH�DOZD\V�VD\V��Ń7KDWłV�DOO��
,� ORYH�\RX��7DNH�FDUH�ń�+DYH�\RX�HYHU�KDG�D�EXV�GULYHU� WHOO�\RX��
Ń,� ORYH�\RXń"� ,I�\RX�DUH�ZRQGHULQJ� WKLV�PRUQLQJ�� Ń:KHUH�FDQ� ,�
EH�HQFRXUDJHG�LQ�P\�IDLWK"ń�,łOO�WHOO�\RX�ZKHUH��RQ�WKH�����EXV�
ULGLQJ�WKURXJK�6DQ�)UDQFLVFR��3HRSOH�WKLQN��Ń:KHUH�FDQ�,�ğQG�HQ�
FRXUDJLQJ�SHRSOH�OLNH�$SRVWOH�3DXO�DQG�WKH�EHOLHYHUV�LQ�5RPH"ń�
,łOO�WHOO�\RX�ZKHUH��EHKLQG�WKH�ZKHHO�RI�D�PHWUR�EXV�

Paul’s Desire to See Them
After praying for the believers in Rome, Paul explains why he is 
so eager to see them. He gives several reasons. In verse 11, he 
says, “I long to see you so that I may impart to you some spiritual 
gift to make you strong…”�:H�KRQHVWO\��GRQłW�NQRZ�H[DFWO\�ZKDW�
VSLULWXDO�JLIW�3DXO�LV�WDONLQJ�DERXW�LPSDUWLQJ��,�EHOLHYH�KH�ZDQWV�
to use his own spiritual gifts of pastoring and preaching to bless 
the church there. Second, Paul wants to visit so “that you and I 
may be mutually encouraged by each other’s faith.”�7KLV�LV�WKH�
ZRQGHUIXO�VXUSULVH�RI�YHUVH�����7KH�JUHDW�$SRVWOH�3DXO�ZDQWV�WR�
be mutually encouraged by each other’s faith. Encouragement is 
what I needed in Madrid and what Paul wanted in Rome. He too 
wanted to sit down in someone’s living room and be encouraged 
by their faith and also to be an encouragement to them. Isn’t that 
LQFUHGLEOH"�6RPH�RI�XV�WKLQN�3DXO�LV�D�VXSHU�KHUR�RI�IDLWK��DQG�KH�
LV��%XW�KH�ZDV�DOVR�KXPDQ��$QG�MXVW�OLNH�XV��KH�JRW�GHSUHVVHG�DQG�
GLVFRXUDJHG�� %XW�� KH� DOVR� NQHZ� WKH� SRZHU� RI� IDLWK�� IHOORZVKLS�
and encouragement. So he sought out those things from other 
EHOLHYHUV��,I�3DXO�GLG�WKLV��KRZ�PXFK�PRUH�VKRXOG�ZH"�

+RZ�DUH�\RX�GRLQJ�LQ�WKLV�DUHD"�'R�\RX�ORQJ�IRU�WKH�HQFRXUDJH�
ment and fellowship that only happens when followers of Christ 
FRPH�WRJHWKHU"�:H�VKRXOG�QHYHU�OHDYH�RXU�ZRUVKLS�JDWKHULQJV��
small groups, or dinner parties having spent time surrounded by 
*RGłV�SHRSOH�RI�IDLWK��ZLWKRXW�IHHOLQJ�HQFRXUDJHG��6DGO\��,�NQRZ�
WKLV�GRHVQłW�DOZD\V�KDSSHQ��:KDW�GLIIHUHQFH�ZRXOG� LW�PDNH� LQ�
your life and in mine if we went to church or our small group 
QH[W�ZHHN�VHHNLQJ�WR�HQFRXUDJH�VRPHRQH"�,QVWHDG�RI�WKLQNLQJ��



Ń:KDWłV� LQ� WKLV� IRU�PH"ń��ZKDW� LI�ZH�FDPH�ZLWK�DQ�DWWLWXGH�RI��
Ń+RZ�FDQ�,�EH�D�EOHVVLQJ�KHUH"ń�6RPH�RI�XV�ğQG�LW�KDUG�WR�UHFHLYH�
WKDW� NLQG� RI� VXSSRUW� DQG� HQFRXUDJHPHQW� IURP� RWKHUV��:H� DOO�
QHHG�WR�JHW�EHWWHU�DW�DOORZLQJ�RWKHU�&KULVWLDQV�WR�VSHDN�ZRUGV�
of encouragement to us as well. Paul needed that type of mutual 
encouragement. You and I need it too.

7KHUHłV�RQH�PRUH�UHDVRQ�3DXO�JLYHV�IRU�KLV�GHVLUH�WR�YLVLW�5RPH��
he wants to have a harvest among them. He writes, “I planned 
many times to come to you (but have been prevented from doing 
so until now) in order that I might have a harvest among you, 
just as I have had among the other Gentiles.” 7KH�ZRUG�IRU�ŃKDU�
YHVWń�LV�OLWHUDOO\��ŃIUXLW�ń�7KH�LGHD�KHUH�LV�3DXO�ZDQWV�WR�JDWKHU�IUXLW��
not necessarily plant or grow it. As the Apostle to the Gentiles, 
Paul wanted to reach people for Christ in Rome, the capital city 
of the Gentile world. Rome is a strategic city for the gospel and 
3DXO�ZDQWHG�WR�ERWK�HQFRXUDJH�WKH�FKXUFK�WKHUH�DQG�HYDQJHOL]H�
the city. Paul wanted to serve the church by reaching people for 
-HVXV��+H�ORRNHG�IRUZDUG�WR�D�KDUYHVW�RI�QHZ�GLVFLSOHV�WKHUH��

Paul’s Obligation to Preach the Gospel
Paul is so emphatic about his desire to preach the gospel in Rome 
that he uses some very strong language in these next verses. He 
writes, “I am obligated both to Greeks and non-Greeks, both to 
the wise and the foolish. That is why I am so eager to preach the 
gospel also to you who are in Rome.”�7KH�ZRUG�ŃREOLJDWHGń�FDQ�
EH�WUDQVODWHG�DV��Ń,�DP�D�GHEWRU�ń�3DXO�VD\V��Ń,�RZH�\DłOO�ń�+RZ�LV�
Paul in debt to the Roman church especially if he has never been 
WKHUH"�,I�\RX�DUH�LQ�GHEW��WKHUH�DUH�RQO\�WZR�ZD\V�WR�JHW�RXW�RI�
LW��<RX�HLWKHU�SD\�WKH�GHEW�EDFN�\RXUVHOI�RU�VRPHRQH�HOVH�JLYHV�
you the money to pay it. It’s in the second sense that Paul is in�
GHEWHG�WR�ERWK�*UHHNV�DQG�QRQ�*UHHNV��ERWK�ZLVH�DQG�IRROLVK��,Q�
other words, Paul is indebted to preach to all people everywhere. 
:K\"�%HFDXVH�*RG�KDV�UHYHDOHG�WKH�JRVSHO�WR�KLP��WKH�URDG�WR�
'DPDVFXV��DQG�FRPPLVVLRQHG�KLP�WR�GHFODUH�WKH�*RRG�1HZV�WR�
RWKHUV��6R��LQ�3DXOłV�WKLQNLQJ��KH�RZHV�SHRSOH�WKH�JRVSHO�EHFDXVH�
of the goodness and grace God has shown him. Paul had a sense 
of debt to the Roman church. He felt that it was his responsi�
bility, along with the church, to reach people for Christ in Rome. 
For all these reasons, he was eager to get to Rome. 

,I�\RX�DUH�D�IROORZHU�RI�-HVXV��GLG�\RX�NQRZ�WKDW�\RX�WRR�KDYH�DQ�
REOLJDWLRQ�WR�SUHDFK�WKH�JRVSHO��<RX�PLJKW�EH�WKLQNLQJ��Ń:DLW�D�
VHFRQG�5RE��,�DP�QRW�WKH�$SRVWOH�3DXO�DQG�,�GRQłW�KDYH�WKH�JLIW�RI�
HYDQJHOLVP�RU�SUHDFKLQJ�ń�6RPH�RI�XV�EHOLHYH�HYDQJHOLVP�LV�RQO\�
UHVHUYHG�IRU�SHRSOH�ZKR�DUH�JRRG�DW�LW��%XW��3DXO�VSRNH�DERXW�LW�
as an obligation, a debt. It’s an obligation because good news is 
PHDQW�WR�EH�VKDUHG��QRW�NHSW�WR�RXUVHOYHV��$�GHEW�QHHGV�WR�EH�SDLG�
EDFN��<HV��ZH�DUH�QRW�FRPPLVVLRQHG�LQ�WKH�VDPH�ZD\�DV�3DXO��EXW�
OLNH�KLP��ZH�KDYH�D�UHVSRQVLELOLW\�WR�PDNH�-HVXV�DQG�KLV�JRVSHO�
NQRZQ�WR�RWKHUV��ERWK�E\�RXU�OLIH�DQG�RXU�ZRUGV��$OO�&KULVWLDQV�
have been commissioned by Jesus to “go and make disciples of 

all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit…”��0DWWKHZ���������6XUH��VRPH�RI�XV�
are better at that than others, but we all share the same respon�
VLELOLW\��+RZ�DUH�\RX�GRLQJ�DW�VKDULQJ�\RXU�IDLWK�ZLWK�RWKHUV"�'R�
\RX�IHHO�WKH�VDPH�REOLJDWLRQ�3DXO�GLG"�,I�QRW��LW�PD\�EH�DQ�LQGLFD�
tion that you don’t understand the gospel very well. 

,� WKLQN�DQRWKHU� UHDVRQ�ZH�GRQłW� VKDUH�RXU� IDLWK� LV�EHFDXVH�ZH�
MXVW�GRQłW�NQRZ�KRZ�WR�GR�LW��:H�WKLQN�ZH�KDYH�WR�EH� OLNH�WKH�
Bible Answer Man in order to share our faith well. You don’t. If 
you are a follower of Jesus, that means he is alive and living in 
\RX�WKURXJK�WKH�+RO\�6SLULW��7KDW�LV�PRUH�WKDQ�HQRXJK�IRU�*RG�
WR�XVH�\RX��6XUH��\RX�VKRXOG�EH�HTXLSSHG�DQG�NQRZ�ZKDW�\RX�DUH�
GRLQJ��%XW��QRQH�RI�XV�KDYH�DQ\�H[FXVH�WR�GR�DQG�VD\�QRWKLQJ��
while the world around us are spiritually thirsty and spiritually 
dying. We all have a part to play in God’s mission for the church.

Earl Palmer, an author and retired pastor, writes, “When 
California’s Milpitas High School orchestra attempts Beethoven’s 
Ninth Symphony, the result is appalling,” he said. “I wouldn’t be 
surprised if the performance made old Ludwig roll over in his 
JUDYH�GHVSLWH�KLV� GHDIQHVV�� <RX�PLJKW� DVN�� Ł:K\�ERWKHU"�:K\�
LQĠLFW�RQ�WKRVH�SRRU�NLGV�WKH�WHUULEOH�EXUGHQ�RI�WU\LQJ�WR�UHQGHU�
ZKDW�WKH�LPPRUWDO�%HHWKRYHQ�KDG�LQ�PLQG"�1RW�HYHQ�WKH�JUHDW�
Chicago Symphony Orchestra can attain that perfection.’ My an�
VZHU�LV�WKLV��7KH�0LOSLWDV�+LJK�6FKRRO�RUFKHVWUD�ZLOO�JLYH�VRPH�
people in that audience their only encounter with Beethoven’s 
great Ninth Symphony. Far from perfection, it is nevertheless the 
only way they will hear Beethoven’s message.”

Palmer is pointing out that the only way a starving, thirsty, de�
luded, and suffering world will ever hear the music of the gospel 
is through you, the body of Christ, which is arguably the worst 
“high school orchestra” ever. If performance standards are really 
the most important thing, then the church is in trouble. But God 
is determined to trade the perfection of his solo performance for 
WKH�SRVVLELOLW\�RI�SOD\LQJ�D�OLWWOH�LPSURYLVDWLRQDO�MD]]�ZLWK�XV��WKH�
VFUHHFK\�VD[RSKRQH�SOD\HUV�LQ�WKH�NLQJGRP�RI�*RGłV�UDJWDJ�EDQG��
Point is, we are all in the band, and we all have a part to play. 

As I have thought and prayed through these eight verses in Paul’s 
LQWURGXFWLRQ��WKH�PHVVDJH�WKDW�VSRNH�WR�PH�KDV�WR�GR�ZLWK�HQ�
couragement. Paul tells us here encouragement comes from 
prayer, faith and fellowship. I believe one of the most important 
things we need to do as the people of God is to stay encouraged. 
:K\"�%HFDXVH�ZH� OLYH� LQ�D�ZRUOG� WKDW� LV� FRQVWDQWO\�EHDWLQJ�XV�
down and stripping away our faith. And it’s so easy to become 
discouraged. 

+RZ�GR�ZH�VWD\�HQFRXUDJHG"�:KDW�GLG�3DXO�GR"�+H�RIWHQ�ZHQW�
to God in prayer. It’s there, in prayer, where we focus on God, the 
true source of encouragement. In prayer, God becomes bigger 
DQG�RXU�SUREOHPV�EHFRPH� VPDOOHU�� 3DXO� GLG� WKLV� NLQG�RI� WKLQJ�
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all the time. Listen to what he wrote the church in Philippi, “Do 
not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer 
and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 
And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will 
guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 
��������,I�\RX�DUH�GLVFRXUDJHG�WRGD\��EHIRUH�\RX�GR�DQ\WKLQJ�HOVH��
go to God in prayer and tell him about it. 

+RZ�HOVH�FDQ�ZH�VWD\�HQFRXUDJHG"�/LNH�3DXO��ZH�FDQ�VHUYH�*RG�
with others. Paul’s desire was to build up the church in Rome. 
He wanted, more than anything, to get to Rome so that he could 
have a harvest among them because of his obligation to preach 
the gospel. If you really want to get encouraged, share your faith 
ZLWK� VRPHRQH� WKLV�ZHHN��:KHQHYHU� ,� KDYH�KDG� WKH� FKDQFH� WR�
share my faith with someone else, I leave that conversation so 
SXPSHG�DQG�H[FLWHG��,W�LV�LQ�WKRVH�PRPHQWV�ZKHUH�,�VHQVH�*RG�
is using me, God is with me, and where I can feel his power. My 
wife and I are praying this year that God would give us the op�
portunity to lead one person to the Lord. If, by his grace we do 
that, trust me, we’ll both be incredibly encouraged. 

+RZ�HOVH�FDQ�ZH�VWD\�HQFRXUDJHG"�%\�VSHQGLQJ�WLPH�ZLWK�RWKHU�
Christians in community and fellowship. It’s through the body 
of Christ where you and I can be mutually encouraged by other 
people’s faith. Some of us stay away from this type of community 

because it’s hard for us to be vulnerable and air our dirty laundry. 
Resist that temptation and get into a loving community with 
RWKHU� IROORZHUV�RI�&KULVW��'R� \RX�KDYH� D�SODFH�� RXWVLGH�RI�RXU�
Sunday worship gatherings, where you are being encouraged by 
RWKHU�&KULVWLDQV"�,I�\RX�GRQłW�KDYH�D�SODFH�OLNH�WKDW��OHW�XV�NQRZ�
and we’ll help you.

Since encouragement comes from prayer, faith and fellowship, 
,�ZDQW� WR�HQG�ZLWK�D� FKDOOHQJH��7KLV�ZHHN��ZLOO� \RX� LQWHQWLRQ�
DOO\� ORRN� IRU� ZD\V� \RX� FDQ� EH� D� VRXUFH� RI� HQFRXUDJHPHQW� WR�
VRPHRQH�HOVH"�0D\EH�\RXU�ERVV�QHHGV�D�IHZ�HQFRXUDJLQJ�ZRUGV�
on Monday. Maybe you need to encourage your spouse today. 
:KDWHYHU�LW�LV��OHWłV�EH�OLNH�WKDW�FKXUFK�LQ�5RPH��ZKHUH�RXU�IDLWK�
is being reported all over the world. Where people come to our 
worship gatherings on Sunday or at your small group and are 
blown away by your love and faith. I want people to say about 
&3&�� Ń%HLQJ�ZLWK� WKHP�LV� OLNH�EHLQJ�ZLWK� -HVXV�ń�:H�DOO�KDYH�D�
ORQJ�ZD\�WR�JR��EXW�GRQłW�\RX�ZDQW�WKDW�WRR"

This manuscript represents the bulk of what was preached at CPC. For further detail, 
please refer to the audio recording of this sermon.


