
I can hardly believe it, our journey through the book of Romans 

is done! My hope and prayer is that you’ve been encouraged, 

equipped, and strengthened in your relationship with Jesus this 

year as a result of this series. Just think about all we’ve covered. 

In Romans 1-4 we were told how all humanity is sinful and is 

in desperate need of God. “We are worse than we think!” And 

for those who are self-righteous, “You are not as good as you 

think!” Then Paul makes a statement that birthed the Protestant 

Reformation, “We are made right with God (justified) by grace 
alone, through faith alone, in Christ alone.”

Paul, in Romans 5-8, uses several illustrations to apply the prin-

ciple of justification by faith. Using the image of baptism, he ar-
gues how we are dead to sin (dead in Adam), united with Christ, 
crucified with Christ, raised with Christ, and now alive with God. 
In Christ, we find our true self. In Christ, we are liberated to love 
God and love our neighbor. We are no longer slaves of sin or the 

Law, but instead have become slaves of God. Paul then explained 

why God gave us the Jewish Law. The Law shows us our need for 

grace. It points us back to God because no one can live up to it. 

Then, in Romans 8, we reached the theological summit where 

Paul says absolutely nothing can separate us from the love of 

God in Jesus Christ.

Romans 9-11 was honestly, a really tough section of Romans. 

We were plunged into some murky waters of Old Testament un-

derstanding. Theologically, it’s some of the toughest chapters to 

interpret in all the Bible. The question Paul addresses was this: “Is 

God done with ethnic Israel?” His answer—no! God won’t give 

up on his people, he’s faithful! And if he didn’t give up on Israel, 

he won’t give up on you! Paul explains how the gospel (the life 

transforming message of Jesus) is for everybody, but sadly, not 
everybody receives it. 

Romans 12-16 are the practical applications of the gospel. Paul 

explains how we are to live as a unified church in peace and love. 
How we need to serve one another, in community, in the con-

text of love. And what is real love? Real love is loving like Jesus. 

Romans 13 was a challenge to submit to authority because 

submitting to authority will allow God to direct and protect our 

lives. Romans 14-15 reminded us to welcome people the way 

Jesus welcomed us and how the mission of the local church is to 

go, give and pray. If you are new this morning, you just got an 

overview of Romans in 5 minutes! 

Finally, in Romans 16, after a list of 27 names Paul does three 

things: He warns us about divisive people, 8 more friends send 

greetings, and he ends with one last reminder about the gospel. 

Let’s read Romans 16:17-20.

I urge you, brothers and sisters, to watch out for 

those who cause divisions and put obstacles in 

your way that are contrary to the teaching you 

have learned. Keep away from them. For such 

people are not serving our Lord Christ, but their 

own appetites. By smooth talk and flattery they 
deceive the minds of naive people. Everyone has 

heard about your obedience, so I rejoice because of 

you; but I want you to be wise about what is good, 

and innocent about what is evil.

The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your 

feet.

The grace of our Lord Jesus be with you.

Give Distance to Divisive People
Endings are important. It’s not always how you start but how 

you finish. Dr. John Stott, whose commentary on Romans I re-

lied heavily on and who actually preached at CPC many years 

ago, understood the importance of ending well. Before he died 

in 2011, the last bit of advice he gave his assistant was simply 

this: “Do the hard thing.” Stott believed that choosing the easy 
trail, the road most taken, and the path of least resistance, can 

only end in mediocrity, even if it comes with praise. Romans 

was a letter Paul found very difficult to end. It seems like there 
was always more that needed to be said. Just when you think it 

should end, another topic is brought up. Paul waited to the very 

end of the letter to warn the Roman church about false teachers 

because doing the hard thing is never easy. Paul knew how these 

words would force the church in Rome to do the hard thing as 

well. We don’t know exactly what these divisive people were 

teaching; Paul doesn’t tell us. But, he does tell us three important 

things about them. Paul gives the church in Rome and the church 

today three ways we can recognize divisive and false teachers. 

Paul says first, “They cause divisions.” He says, “I urge you to watch 
out, be aware, and keep your eye on divisive people.” The word in 

the original language carries the idea of looking at or observing 

with intensity. We get our word “scope” as in telescope and mi-

croscope from this word. It means more than simply to look at, 

but to carefully examine and scrutinize what they teach. Paul is 

pleading for them to be vigilant, to do the hard thing and keep 
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away (“keep on turning away”) from them. Don’t listen to them, 
don’t try to engage them, don’t make it your mission to prove 

them wrong, avoid those who cause divisions in the church. That 

seems pretty harsh Paul. Shouldn’t we try to understand their 
point of view? Shouldn’t we be tolerant and loving to them? We 
might hurt their self-esteem! We’re playing with fire. Look at 
what he says next about them.

Paul tells us, secondly, to keep away from them because they put 

obstacles in the way of believers. False teachers put “traps and 

snares” in the way of Christians. These are not well intentioned 

people, they are well intentioned dragons. They are dangerous. 

They do spiritual harm to believers by teaching things contrary 

to the gospel, contrary to the teachings of the Apostles, and con-

trary to the teachings of the Bible. Paul says, they know how to 

speak well. They are smooth talkers. They will flatter you with 
their ideas and rhetoric. They dress nice. Their teeth are really 

white and their hair is perfect. Everything they say makes you 

feel good. But, know this, they are dangerous. These people claim 

to be Christians but have strayed from the historical teachings of 

Jesus and the church and instead stir up divisive issues, “disput-

able matters” and non-essential things so that the church will 

suffer. False teachers have always plagued the Christian church 

even to this very day. 

Paul gives us one more reason to stay away from these false 

teachers. He tells us about their motive. Why are false teachers 

divisive? What’s in it for them? They serve their own appetites. 

They serve themselves, literally, their own bellies. Divisive people 
are interested in their own pleasure and not in helping people 

know and follow God. False teachers are utterly self-centered. 

False teachers and divisive people are committed to their own 

appetites and not the ministry of the Word of God. So, don’t 
spend your time arguing with them. Instead, mark them and 

avoid them. 

Why is Paul so concerned about these people? Because, at the 

end of the day, he sees the strategy of Satan behind this kind of 
divisiveness. Look again at what he says in v. 20, “The God of peace 
will soon crush Satan under your feet.” Paul regarded them as 

agents of Satan. While that may be true, believers should not be 
afraid of them. Though they are to be watched and avoided, they 

will not prevail. As was promised in the Garden of Eden (Gen. 

3:15), the enemy of souls will eventually be crushed, and we are 
promised victory as “the God of Peace will crush Satan under 
[our] feet.” The God of peace will one day fully eradicate all evil. 

This is a great reminder for us today. If you’re a Christian, we’re 

in a spiritual battle. Satan is a roaring lion looking for someone 
to devour, but he is on a leash, and the length of it is determined 

by the Lord. Don’t forget, Satan hates the church because Jesus 
said the gates of hell will not prevail against it. On our own, we’re 

no match for him; he’ll crush us! But, together we will overcome. 

Talk about strength in numbers! Us+God=the ultimate finals vic-

tory! Jesus is the MVP and we are all bend players! 

For all of us, this is a challenge to grow in discernment. That’s why 

Paul warns them to stop being naive and instead be wise about 

what is good and innocent about evil. So, when we read Christian 
books or listen to sermons online or even hear a preacher on 

Sunday, we should check the content of what is written or said 
and not be fooled by smooth style and flash. That’s why it’s so 
important for Christians to study God’s Word so that you will 

not be fooled. We are called to, “Test all things and hold fast 
what is good” (1 Th. 5:21). So, I need to be careful with what I 
teach and you need to be careful with what you allow yourself to 

take in. There is a lot of spiritual junk food out there today. 

Very, very practically, here are three great questions you should 

ask yourself whenever you read or hear anything:

• Does it agree with Scripture?

• Does it glorify/honor Jesus Christ?

• Does it promote goodness? 

Paul moves from talking about divisive people to those who have 

helped his ministry. He gives us an interesting little glimpse into 

the early church and to the situation he was writing this letter in. 

Look with me at verses 21-23.

Timothy, my co-worker, sends his greetings to you, 

as do Lucius, Jason and Sosipater, my fellow Jews.

I, Tertius, who wrote down this letter, greet you in 

the Lord.

Gaius, whose hospitality I and the whole church 

here enjoy, sends you his greetings.

Erastus, who is the city’s director of public works, 

and our brother Quartus send you their greetings.

Give Greeting to Others
It’s funny how after sending greetings to 27 people, 8 of Paul’s 

friends who are with him in Corinth want in on the action too. 

They also want to send greetings to the church in Rome. It’s like 

when you are Facetiming someone and you are about to sign off, 

but suddenly all your family members squeeze into the frame to 

say good bye. That’s what happened to Paul:

• Timothy, Paul’s co-worker and son in the faith, the guy to 

whom Paul wrote two letters, wanted to say hi!

• Jason from Thessalonica, they guy who got taken from his 

house and thrown in jail when the mob of rioters couldn’t 

find Paul (Acts 17:5-9) waves hello!

• Sosipater of Berea (Acts 20:4) was there with Paul and 
wanted to say hi.

• Tertius, Paul’s secretary, the guy who transcribed this letter 

for Paul gets a little mention. 



• Gaius, who might have been a pastor because the church 

met at his house, and he also put Paul up, got a mention too. 

• Erastus, who was an important person in the City of 

Corinth—the director of public works—was also in the mix. 

• Quartus, who we don’t know anything about says hi. He’s 

like those people who photobomb pictures! 

Why are these names important? For several reasons. First, be-

cause people make up the church. The church is not a place we 

go or a building we meet in, the church is the people of God 

gathering together. This also means for the church to be healthy 

every person needs to play a role. We all have different gifts and 

talents and offerings but every person is important. Like Timothy 

you might be called to pastor a church. Like Gaius, you might be 

called to host a community group in your home. Like Tertius, 

you might be called to use your gifts of administration for the 

church. Like Erastus, you might be able to use your influence in 
the city for Christ and his church. Like Quartus, you’re just there, 

willing to help in any way! People are the church. 

Second, these names are important because they remind us of 
the importance of community. We are designed to do life to-

gether. We are made for one another. If you just come to church 

two times a month you will not grow in your walk with Jesus. 

You won’t. Eugene Peterson put it this way, “There can be no 

maturity in the spiritual life, no obedience in following Jesus, 

no wholeness in the Christian life, apart from an immersion in, 

and embrace of, community. I am not myself by myself.” I don’t 

care how many Facebook friends you have, we all need a handful 

of real Christian friends, like Paul, who would drop everything 

for you when you needed them to. For some of you, you might 

feel like a number, like no one cares about you, like no one takes 

notice of you. But the Lord has a plan for you. He’s got your 

number. He knows who you are. And as you give yourself to him 

and walk with him, you’ll find significance. You’ll find your place 
in his church. But that happens in the context of community in 

a local church. 

Third, these names are important because they remind us the 

importance of thanking and recognizing people who’ve helped 

our ministry. Our church would not exist if it wasn’t for the 35 

people Paul mentions. It’s so appropriate that I publicly thank 

several groups of people that make CPC North what it is. I want 

to thank our elders who pray, lead and shepherd our church. 

These men love you and love his church. I want to thank all of 

our staff who tirelessly serve CPC. Many of them have given up 

great jobs and resist the temptation to move to Oregon because 

they feel called here. I want to thank our deacons, who volun-

tarily serve our church because they love Jesus and get great joy 

by serving you. I want to thank all of you who volunteer in some 

way at CPC. Every baby you hold, every hand you shake, every 

chair you set up, every song you sing contributes to the work 

Jesus is doing at our church. Thank you. Thank you. Thank you. 

What an incredible joy and honor it is to be called your pastor 

and your friend. For the rest of you, time to step up! Strength 
in numbers!

Finally, Paul ends with a beautiful doxology, a short hymn of 

praise to God, that hits on all the main themes of Romans.

Now to him who is able to establish you in accor-

dance with my gospel, the message I proclaim about 

Jesus Christ, in keeping with the revelation of the 

mystery hidden for long ages past, but now revealed 

and made known through the prophetic writings 

by the command of the eternal God, so that all the 

Gentiles might come to the obedience that comes 

from faith—to the only wise God be glory forever 

through Jesus Christ! Amen (verses 25-27).

Give Glory to God
In this doxology, Paul tells us three things about the gospel: what 

it does, what it is, and who it is for. What does the gospel do? It 

is the power of God to establish us. He says, “Now to him who 

is able.” The word for able is also power, “Now to him who has 

power.” The gospel is God’s power to “establish you.” The word 

establish is a fantastic word. It means to support and strengthen. 

So, through the power of the gospel, God will establish, support, 
and strengthen you! This is a supernatural power. Only God can 

do this! And he does it through the gospel. That’s what the gospel 

does. The gospel isn’t just an entry point into the Christian life, it’s 

also the way we grow and enjoy life in Jesus Christ. The gospel is 

not just something you start with, it nourishes and strengthens 

you. Tim Keller says, “The gospel is not the ABC of the Christian 

life, it’s the A to Z.” Do you need strength today? Look to Jesus 
and embrace who he is and what he has done for you. 

What is the gospel? It’s the gospel of Jesus Christ. The gospel 

is the life-transforming message about Jesus Christ. No other 

gospel can save us or change us because no other gospel has a 

Savior like Jesus—crucified, risen and coming again. That’s why 
Paul said early in Romans 1:16, “For I am not ashamed of the 
gospel, because it is the power of God that brings salvation to 
everyone who believes: first to the Jew, then to the Gentile.”  Paul 

calls this a mystery. The mystery of God is Jesus Christ revealed 

to all people, Jews and Gentiles. And that’s what he says next.

Who is the gospel for? The gospel is for all nations. Paul tells 

us who the gospel is for—that all the Gentiles might come to 

the obedience that is by faith. All nations—the word is ethne—all 

people groups of the world will one day hear and have a chance 

to respond to the gospel. We know that Jesus Christ will not re-

turn until every nation, tribe and tongue has had a chance to 

respond to the gospel. That’s why we shouldn’t hold back from 

sharing this message with anyone and everyone you can. That’s 

why Paul made it his life’s goal to go to places where the gospel 

was not yet preached. His goal and our goal is the obedience of 



This message from Scripture was preached on Sunday, June 5, 2016 at Central Peninsula Church North
300 Piedmont Avenue | San Bruno, CA 94066 | 650 349.1278 | www.cpcweb.org. Additional copies available on request.

 © 2016 Central Peninsula Church North, San Bruno, CA
Catalog  No. 1418–33N  

faith. That as people hear the gospel, they might believe and 

obey God. And Paul ends the letter by giving glory to God, “to the 
only wise God be glory forever…” May our bottom line, like Paul, 

always be “sola dei gloria”—“to God alone be the glory!”

How you end something is important. Why does Paul end with 

a doxology? Because Paul wants to move us to give glory to God. 

He wants to move us from theology (which he spent a majority 

of time doing in Romans) to doxology, giving worship to God. 
Theology is the study of God. Doxology is the worship of God, 
giving glory to God. The goal of theology is doxology. We study 

God so that we can worship him with all our heart, mind, soul 

and strength. But theology without doxology leads to legalism. 

You can know lots of great truths about God but not know God! 

And doxology without theology leads to emotionalism. Our wor-

ship of God has to be based on who he is and what he has done. 

So, all theology has the ultimate goal of the glory of God. Why? 
Because we are created to give glory to God. James Smith, au-

thor of You Are What You Love, says, “Humans are not primarily 

thinkers, but worshipers.” Theology is not an intellectual pas-

time for Bible nerds and it’s not reserved for the ivory towers of 

academia. It’s meant to flood our hearts and minds with more 
of Jesus. Theology is meant to help the people of God worship 

God more clearly, passionately, and effectively. That’s why we 

study books of the Bible like Romans, so that it will lead us to 

true worship.

This manuscript represents the bulk of what was preached at CPC. For further detail, 
please refer to the audio recording of this sermon.


